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Introduction to the Collection 
 
 
The Dr John Cooper Theosophy Collection is a very large collection of books, serials and archival material 
donated by the family of Dr John Cooper, a notable Australian historian of the Theosophical Movement. 
Theosophy can be broadly defined as a body of religious doctrine concerned with the mysteries of divine 
wisdom, and more specifically is linked to the modern esoteric religious association founded in New York 
in 1875 by Madame H.P. Blavatsky (1831–91). The Theosophical Movement grew out of Spiritualism and 
drew heavily on Eastern religion and philosophy. In 1879 Madame Blavatsky visited India and established 
the headquarters of the Theosophical Society at Adyar, near Madras, where it is still located. Branches 
were subsequently established throughout most of the world, including Australia in 1894. 
John Cooper obtained his Master of Arts in Religious Studies from the University of Sydney in 1986 for a 
thesis entitled The Theosophical Crisis in Australia: The Story of the Breakup of the Theosophical Society 
in Sydney from 1913 until 1923. Part of his collection relates to the history of the Society in Sydney, where 
it had a substantial impact. At the time of his death in 1998, Dr Cooper was working on a multi-volume 
scholarly edition of the correspondence of H.P. Blavatsky. He was posthumously awarded a PhD from the 
University of Sydney for a preliminary three-volume analytic study of this correspondence. During his 
research he built up an extensive collection of copies of all of Blavatsky’s letters, and complete sets of 
many Theosophical publications (including The Theosophist from its first issue in 1879). He amassed a 
huge number of theosophical pamphlets, unique archival material and a wide range of books to support the 
courses he taught in the School of Studies in Religion at the University of Sydney on Hinduism, Buddhism 
and the Gnostic tradition.  

Before devoting himself full-time to religious studies, Dr Cooper worked professionally in the field of arts 
administration. He served as state administrator and director of the Arts Council of New South Wales, as 
federal administrator of the Arts Council of Australia, and as a senior executive with the Australia Council. 
A small component of his manuscript collection relates to these activities. 

The Library is privileged to be able to make these extensive resources available to scholars. To preserve the 
integrity of the collection, the Library has kept the books (nearly 4,000) together as a formed collection. 
The serials (more than 240 titles) have been integrated into the Library’s Serials Collection and the archival 
component (thirty large boxes) is housed in the Manuscripts Stack. 
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Use of the Collection 
 
This bibliography provides brief details of the books and serials in the collection. Full details can be 
obtained by searching the Library’s online catalogue at http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/ .  As well as searching 
via author, title, etc., readers can retrieve records for the titles in the collection by doing a search on “Dr 
John Cooper Theosophy Collection” (select “as a phrase” and “Keywords” from the drop down boxes on 
the Advanced Search screen). 

Readers visiting the National Library to use the collection will need to register in the Main Reading Room 
before being able to request material. Details on registration, opening hours, etc. can be found at 
http://www.nla.gov.au/infoserv/rrooms.html  Once titles from the Theosophy Collection have been 
requested, they will need to be collected and used in the Petherick Reading Room on the Ground Floor 
(adjacent to the Main Reading Room).  

Book titles from the collection may be borrowed by another library through  Interlibrary Loan; for details, 
see the Library’s Document Supply Service page on the website at http://www.nla.gov.au/dss/ 

  

Further enquiries about the books and serials part of the collection should be addressed to: 
Manager, Overseas Collection Development 
National Library of Australia 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Telephone: (02) 62621386 
Facsimile: (02) 62734492 
E-mail: abrown@nla.gov.au  
 

Further enquiries about the manuscript part of the collection should be addressed to: 
Manuscript Librarian 
National Library of Australia 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Telephone: (02) 62621258 
Facsimile: (02) 62621516 
E-mail: gpowell@nla.gov.au 
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 ����Dr�John�Cooper�Theosophy�Collection�
 ����������������������Books�
  

BOOKS�-�ALPHABETICAL�LISTING�BY�AUTHOR�

 A�Tibetan�initiate.��
 A�Tibetan�initiate�on�world�problems.��
 Victoria,�B.C.�:�H.�P.�B.�Library,�[n.d.]��
 13�p.�;�23�cm.��
 COOP�724�
 Abelson,�J.�(Joshua),�1873-1940.��
 Jewish�mysticism�/�J.�Abelson.��
 London�:�G.�Bell,�1913.��
 viii,�184�p.�;�20�cm.��
 COOP�3542�
 Abhishiktananda,�Swami,�1910-1973.��
 Guru�and�disciple�/�[by]�Abhishiktananda,�Henri�Le�Saux�;�translated�[from�the�French]�by��
 Heather�Sanderman�;�foreword�by�Kenneth�Leech.��
 London�:�S.P.C.K.,�1974.��
 xiii,�176�p.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�2470�
 Abraham�ben�Simeon,�of�Worms,�15th�cent.��
 The�book�of�the�sacred�magic�of�Abra-Melin,�the�mage,�as�delivered�by�Abraham�the�Jew�
 �unto�his�son�Lamech�:�a�grimoire�of�the�fifteenth�century�/�translated�by�S.L.�MacGregor-�
 Mathers�from�an�old�and�rare�French�manuscript�in�the�Bibliotháeque�de�l'Arsenal�at�Paris��
 ;�prepared�for�publication�in�the�United�States�of�America�under�the�editorship�of�L.�W.�de��
 Laurence.��
 Chicago,�Ill.�:�de�Laurence�Company,�c1932.��
 xlviii,�268�p.�:�ill.�;�27�cm.��
 COOPq�63�
 Ackroyd,�Peter,�1949-��
 Blake�/�Peter�Ackroyd.��
 London�:�Sinclair-Stevenson,�1995.��
 399�p.,�[40]�p.�of�plates�:�ill.�(some�col.)�;�24�cm.��
 COOP�3642�
 Adams,�W.�Marsham�(Walter�Marsham),�b.�1838.��
 The�book�of�the�master�of�the�hidden�places�/�by�W.�Marsham�Adams�;�being�The�house��
 of�the�hidden�places�and�The�book�of�the�master,�edited�with�a�foreword,�notes�and�an��
 appendix�by�E.�J.�Langford�Garstin.��
 London�:�The�Search�Publishing�Co.,�1933.��
 192�p.,�[1]�leaf�of�plate�:�ill.,�plan�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�3750�
 Adler,�Margot.��
 Drawing�down�the�Moon�:�witches,�Druids,�goddess-worshippers,�and�other�pagans�in��
 America�today�/�Margot�Adler.��
 Boston�:�Beacon�Press,�1981,�c1979.��
 xi,�455�p.,�[4]�leaves�of�plates�:�ill.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�3021�
 Adyar�Library�and�Research�Centre.��
 A�preliminary�list�of�the�Saòmskrt�and�PrËakòrt�manuscripts�in�the�Adyar�Library��
 (Theosophical�Society)�/�by�the�paònòdits�of�the�library.��
 Madras�:�The�Oriental�Pub.�Co,�1910.��
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 279�p.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�420�
 Adyar�Library.��
 Catalogue�of�the�Adyar�Library,�Western�Section.��
 Adyar�:�The�Library,�1941-1949.��
 4�v.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�11�
 Adyar�Library.��
 A�catalogue�of�the�Samskrit�[sic]�manuscripts�in�the�Adyar�Library�/�by�the�Pandits�of�the��
 Library.��
 [Madras]�:�Published�for�the�Adyar�Library�(Theosophical�society),�1926.��
 v.�<1>�;�25�cm.��
 COOP�2058�
 Adyar,�Francis.��
 Christian�mysteries�and�the�Catholic�Church�/�by�Francis�Adyar.��
 Melbourne�:�Robertson�&�Mullens,�1938.��
 139,�[3]�p.�;�19�cm.��
 COOP�2504�
 Aeschylus.��
 A�new�presentation�of�the�Prometheus�bound�of�Aischylos�wherein�is�set�forth�the�hidden��
 meaning�of�the�myth�/�by�James�Morgan�Pryse.��
 Los�Angeles�:�1925.��
 209�p.�:�front.,�illus.,�diagrs.�;�20�cm.��
 COOP�1376�
 Agarwal,�C.�V.��
 The�Buddhist�and�the�theosophical�movements,�1873-1992�/�C.V.�Agarwal�;�foreword�by��
 Radha�Burnier�;�introduction�by�Mapalagama�Wipulasara�Mahathero.��
 Sarnath,�Varanasi,�India�:�Maha�Bodhi�Society�of�India�;�Adyar,�Madras,�India�:�Can�also��
 be�had�from�Theosophical�Pub.�House,�1993.��
 70�p.�:�ill.�;�23�cm.��
 COOP�505�
 Agarwal,�Hridaya�Narain.��
 Reminiscences�of�Colonel�H.�S.�Olcott�/�by�various�writers�;�compiled�by�Hridaya�Narain��
 Agarwal.��
 Madras,�India�:�Theosophical�Pub.�House,�1932.��
 viii,�80�p.�:�front.,�ports.�;�19�cm.��
 COOP�1159�
 Agehananda�Bharati,�Swami,�1923-��
 A�functional�analysis�of�Indian�thought�and�its�social�margins�/�by�Swåamåi�Agehåananda��
 Bhåaratåi.��
 Varanasi,�India�:�Chowkhamba�Sanskrit�Series�Office,�1964.��
 viii,�175�p.�;�23�cm.��
 COOP�2107�
 Agehananda�Bharati,�Swami,�1923-��
 Hindu�views�and�ways�and�the�Hindu-Muslim�interface�:�an�anthropological�assessment�/��
 by�Agehananda�Bharati.��
 Santa�Barbara,�Calif.�:�Ross-Erikson,�1982,�c1981.��
 xi,�107�p.�;�23�cm.��
 COOP�2072�
 Agehananda�Bharati,�Swami,�1923-��
 The�light�at�the�center�:�Context�and�pretext�of�modern�mysticism�/�Agehananda�Bharati.�
 Santa�Barbara�[Calif.]�:�Ross-Erikson,�c1976.��
 254�p.�;�24�cm.��
 COOP�2051�
 Agehananda�Bharati,�Swami,�1923-��
 The�ochre�robe�:�an�autobiography�/�Agehananda�Bharati.��
 Santa�Barbara,�CA�:�Ross-Erikson�Publishers,�c1980.��
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 300�p.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�2043�
 Agehananda�Bharati,�Swami,�1923-��
 The�Tantric�tradition�/�Agehananda�Bharati.��
 London�:�Rider,�[1965].��
 349�[1]�p.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�3200�
 Agrawala,�Vasudeva�Sharana.��
 The�thousand-syllabled�speech�:�[being�a�study�in�cosmic�symbolism�in�its�Vedic�version]��
 ;�1.�Vision�in�long�darkness�:�introduction�and�analysis,�text�and�translation�of�the�Asya-�
 Våamåiya�Såukta�of�òRishi�Dåirghatamas�(òRigveda�1.64.�1-52)�/�by�Vasudeva�S.��
 Agrawala.��
 Varanasi,�India�:�V.S.�Agrawala,�1963.��
 xx,�ii,�226�p.,�52�leaves�of�plates�(2�folded)�:�ill.�;�29�cm.��
 COOPq�59�
 Agrippa�von�Nettesheim,�Heinrich�Cornelius,�1486?-1535.��
 Three�books�of�occult�philosophy�/�written�by�Henry�Cornelius�Agrippa�of�Nettesheim,��
 completely�annotated�with�modern�commentary�;�translated�by�James�Freake�;�edited��
 and�annotated�by�Donald�Tyson.��
 St.�Paul,�Minn.�:�Llewellyn,�1993.��
 lxxii,�938�p.�:�ill.�;�26�cm.��
 COOP�3107�
 Ahern,�Geoffrey.��
 Sun�at�midnight�:�the�Rudolf�Steiner�movement�and�the�western�esoteric�tradition�/�by��
 Geoffrey�Ahern.��
 Wellingborough,�Northamptonshire�:�Aquarian�Press,�1984.��
 256�p.�:�ill�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�834�
 Aitken,�Robert,�1917-��
 Taking�the�path�of�Zen�/�Robert�Aitken.��
 San�Francisco�:�North�Point�Press,�1982.��
 xvii,�149�p.�:�ill.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�2760�
 Aitken,�Robert,�1917-��
 A�Zen�wave�:�Basho's�haiku�and�zen�/�by�Robert�Aitken.��
 New�York�:�Weatherhill,�1978.��
 191�p.�:�ill.,�ports.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�2664�
 Albert,�Richard.��
 Be�here�now,�remember.��
 San�Cristobal,�N.M.�:�Lama�Foundation�;�New�York�:�distributed�by�Crown�Pub.,�1971.��
 292�p.�in�various�pagings�:�ill.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�2481�
 Albertson,�Edward.��
 Theosophy�for�the�millions�/�by�Edward�Albertson.��
 Los�Angeles�:�Sherbourne�Press,�[1971]��
 165�p.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�1410�
 Alder,�Vera�Stanley.��
 The�finding�of�the�'third�eye'�/�Vera�Stanley�Alder.��
 New�York�:�Samuel�Weiser,�1970.��
 187 p.�:�ill.�;�21 cm.��
 COOP�2952�
 Alder,�Vera�Stanley.��
 The�story�of�World�Union�Fellowship�/�by�Vera�Stanley�Alder.��
 South�Norwood,�Essex,�Eng.�:�World�Union�Fellowship�Publishing�Co.,�[196-?]��
 12�p.�;�19�cm.��
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 COOP�1098�
 Aldred,�Cyril.��
 Egypt�to�the�end�of�the�Old�Kingdom�/�Cyril�Aldred.��
 London�:�Thames�and�Hudson,�c1965.��
 143�p.�:�ill.�(some�col.),�map�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�3631�
 Algeo,�John.��
 Blavatsky,�Freemasonry,�&�the�Western�mystery�tradition�/�John�Algeo.��
 London�:�Theosophical�Society�in�England,�c1996.��
 52�p.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�1947�
 Algeo,�John.��
 Getting�acquainted�with�The�secret�doctrine�:�a�study�course�/�by�John�Algeo��
 Wheaton,�Ill.�:�Dept.�of�Education,�Theosophical�Society�in�America,�c1990.��
 66�p.�;�28�cm.��
 COOPq�8�
 Algeo,�John.��
 Getting�acquainted�with�The�secret�doctrine�:�a�study�course�/�by�John�Algeo��
 Wheaton,�Ill.�:�Dept.�of�Education,�Theosophical�Society�in�America,�c1989.��
 58�p.�;�28�cm.��
 COOPq�32�
 Algeo,�John.��
 Reincarnation�explored�/�John�Algeo.��
 Wheaton,�Ill.,�U.S.A.�:�Theosophical�Pub.�House,�1987.��
 xv,�151�p.�:�ill.�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�1414�
 Algeo,�John.��
 Senzar�the�mystery�of�the�mystery�language�/�John�Algeo.��
 London�:�Theosophical�History�Centre,�c1988.��
 32�p.�:�ill.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�1523�
 âAlgya-Pap,�Zoltâan�de��
 Blavatsky�scrapbook�precis�1-24�1874-1888�/�Zoltâan�de�âAlgya-Pap.��
 [s.l.�:�s.n.,�19--?].��
 1�v.�;�37�cm.��
 COOPf�8�
� Allegro,�John�M.�(John�Marco),�1923-��
 Dead�Sea�scrolls�/�John�M.�Allegro.��
 Harmondsworth�:�Penguin�Books,�1956.��
 207,�[1]�p�:�ill.,�maps�;�18�cm.��
 COOP�3618�
 Allegro,�John�M.�(John�Marco),�1923-��
 The�Dead�Sea�scrolls�:�a�reappraisal�/�John�Allegro.��
 Harmondsworth�:�Penguin�Books,�1975,�c1964.��
 207,�[1]�p.,�24�p.�of�plates�:�ill.,�maps�;�18�cm.��
 COOP�3611�
 Allen,�Charles,�1940-��
 A�mountain�in�Tibet�:�the�search�for�Mount�Kailas�and�the�sources�of�the�great�rivers�of��
 India�/�Charles�Allen.��
 London�:�Deutsch,�1982.��
 255�p.�:�ill.,�maps,�ports.�;�24�cm.��
 COOP�1745�
 Allen,�Henry�Butler.��
 Benjamin�Franklin:�philosopher�for�human�rights�/�by�Henry�Butler�Allen.��
 Bangalore:�Indian�Institute�of�Culture,�[1956?]��
 [2],�7�p.�;�25�cm.��
 COOP�1362�
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 Allen,�Paul�M.�(Paul�Marshall)��
 Vladimir�Soloviev,�Russian�mystic�/�by�Paul�Marshall�Allen.��
 Blauvelt,�N.Y.�:�Steinerbooks,�c1978.��
 xx,�449�p.,�[35]�p.�of�plates�:�ill.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�844�
 Almond,�Philip�C.��
 Rudolf�Otto�:�an�introduction�to�his�philosophical�theology�/�Philip�C.�Almond.��
 Chapel�Hill�:�University�of�North�Carolina�Press,�c1984.��
 x,�172�p.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�3552�
 Alston,�A.�J.��
 âSaòmkara�on�the�creation�/�by�A.J.�Alston.��
 London�:�Shanti�Sadan,�c1980.��
 vii,�249�p.�;�21 cm.��
 COOP�2360�
 American�Theosophical�Society.��
 Summer�school�proceedings,�1931.��
 [Wheaton,�Ill.,�1931]��
 118�p.�; 22�cm.��
 COOP�71�
 Amritatma�Chaitanya.��
 Mata�Amritanandamayi�:�life�and�experiences�of�devotees�/�by�Amritatma�Chaitanya.��
 Kerala,�India�:�Mata�Amritanandamayi�Mission�Trust,�1993.��
 xi,�293�p.,�[2]�p.�of�plates�:�ill.,�ports�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�2048�
 Ananda,�Tara�Shan��
 Maitreya�the�rising�light�:�the�hierarchy�speaks�the�living�word�:�transmissions�of�the��
 masters�and�writings�of�/�Ananda�Tara�Shan.��
 Daylesford,�Vic.�:�Maitreya�Surya�Publishing�House,�1993.��
 vii,�20�p.�;�24�cm.��
 COOP�587�
 Anantanarayanan,�Madavayya,�1907-��
 "The�quintessence�of�wisdom",�or,�:�The�thirty�verses�of�Sri�Ramana�:�freely�rendered��
 into�English�with�an�introduction�and�commentary�/�by�M.�Anantanarayanan�;�foreword�by��
 S.�Radhakrishnan.��
 Tiruvannamalai,�(South�India)�:�T.N.�Venkataraman,�Sri�Ramanasramam,�1968.��
 50�p.�;�1�port.�;�19�cm.��
 COOP�2145�
 Anantha�Murthy,�T.�S.,�1896-��
 Maharaj�:�a�biography�of�Shriman�Tapasviji�Maharaj,�a�Mahatma�who�lived�for�185�years�/�
 �by�T.S.�Anantha�Murthy.��
 San�Rafael,�Calif.�:�Dawn�Horse�Press,�c1986.��
 246�p.�:�ill.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�2450�
 Ancona,�Sergius�Gortan.��
 The�substance�of�Adam�/�by�Sergius�Gorton�Ancona.��
 London�:�Rider,�[1934]��
 349�p.,�[2]�leaves�of�fold.�plates�;�24�cm.��
 COOP�3023�
 Andersen,�Poul.��
 The�method�of�holding�the�three�ones�:�a�Taoist�manual�of�meditation�of�the�fourth�century�
 �A.D.�/�Poul�Andersen.��
 London�:�Curzon,�1980.��
 66�p.�:�ill.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�3427�
 Anderson,�Jerome�A.��
 Septenary�man�or,�The�microcosm�of�the�macrocosm�:�a�study�of�the�human�soul�/�by��
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 Jerome�A.�Anderson.��
 San�Francisco,�Cal.�:�Lotus�Publishing,�1895.��
 122�p.�;�23�cm.��
 COOP�1413�
 Andrews,�Richard.��
 The�tomb�of�God�:�the�body�of�Jesus�and�the�solution�to�a�2000�year-old�mystery�/��
 Richard�Andrews�&�Paul�Schellenberger.��
 London�:�Little,�Brown�and�Company,�1996.��
 xii,�513�p.�:�ill.�(some�col.),�maps,�ports.�;�24�cm.��
 COOP�3509�
 Anirvan,�1896-��
 To�live�within�/�[Compiled�by]�Lizelle�Reymond�;�foreword�by�Jacob�Neddleman,�translated�
 �from�the�French�by�Nancy�Pearson�and�Stanley�Spiegelberg.��
 Garden�City,�N.Y.�:�Doubleday,�1971.��
 x,�245�p.�:�illus.,�port.�;�22�cm.��
 COOP�2655�
 Anrias,�David.��
 Through�the�eyes�of�the�masters�:�meditations�and�portraits�/�by�David�Anrias�;�with�an��
 introduction�by�the�author�of�"The�initiate",�etc.��
 London�:�Routledge�&�Kegan�Paul,�1947.��
 xvii,�78�p.,�[9]�leaves�of�plates�:�ill.,�ports�;�21�cm.��
 COOP�1412�
 Anuruddha,�R.�P.��
 An�introduction�into�Lamaism�:�the�mystical�Buddhism�of�Tibet�/�by�R.P.�Anuruddha.��
 Hoshiarpur�:�Vishveshvarawand�Vedic�Research�Institute,�[1959].��
 xiii,�212�p.,�[1]�leaf�of�plates�:�1�port.�;�23�cm.��
 COOP�1805�
 Anuruddha.��
 A�manual�of�Abhidhamma�:�being�Abhidhammattha�Sangaha�of�Bhadanta��
 AnuruddhËacariya�/�edited�in�the�original�Pali�text�with�English�translation�and�explanatory��
 notes�[by]�NËarada�MahËa�Thera.��
 Kandy,�Sri�Lanka�:�Buddhist�Publication�Society,�1975.��
 vii,�451�p.�:�ill.�;�19�cm.��
 COOP�3413�
 Apuleius��
 The�Metamorphosis�:�or,�Golden�ass,�and�philosophical�works,�of�Apuleius�/�translated��
 from�the�original�Latin,�by�Thomas�Taylor.��
 London�:�Sold�by�R.�Triphook�and�T.�Rodd,�1822.��
 xxiv,�400�p.,�5�leaves�;�21�x�30�cm.��
 COOPq�75�
 Arnold,�Edwin,�Sir,�1832-1904.��
 The�light�of�Asia�or,�The�great�renunciation�(Mahãabhinishkramana)�:�being�the�life�and��
 teaching�of�Gautama,�prince�of�India�and�founder�of�Buddhism�(as�told�in�verse�by�an��
 Indian�Buddhist)�/�by�Sir�Edwin�Arnold�;�illustrated�with�thirty-two�pictures�of�Indian��
 scenery�from�photographs�by�Mabel�Earley-Wilmot.��
 London�:�Kegan�Paul,�Trench,�Trèubner�&�Co,�1908.��
 xv,�158�p.�:�ill.�;�23�cm.��
 COOP�3437�
 Arnold,�Edwin,�Sir,�1832-1904.��
 The�light�of�Asia�or,�The�great�renunciation�(Mahãabhinishkramana)�:�being�the�life�and��
 teaching�of�Gautama,�prince�of�India�and�founder�of�Buddhism�(as�told�in�verse�by�an��
 Indian�Buddhist)�/�by�Sir�Edwin�Arnold.��
 London�:�Kegan�Paul,�Trench,�Trubner�&�Co,�1925.��
 xii,�294�p.�;�19�cm.��
 COOP�3441�
 Arnold,�Edwin,�Sir,�1832-1904.��
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