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 Exhibition starts on the left, in corridor showcase

Joseph Goebbels (1897–1945)
Der Bolschewismus in Theorie und Praxis 
(Bolshevism in theory and practice) 
Berlin: M. Müller & Sohn K.G., 1936

The Nazi Party relied on spectacle, propaganda and 
ultimately violence to build and maintain power in the 
1930s. This pamphlet is the printed form of a speech 
given by Joseph Goebbels, the Nazi propaganda 
minister, at the Nuremberg Rally in 1936. He argues 
that Bolshevism is Germany’s archenemy and a 
Jewish invention. 

Leni Riefenstahl (1902–2003)
Schönheit im Olympischen Kampf 
(Beauty in Olympic struggle) 
Berlin: Im Deutschen Verlag, 1937

Berlin hosted the Olympic Games in 1936. This book 
documents the making of Leni Riefenstahl’s film of 
the Games, Olympia. Radiating ancient Greek ideals 
of beauty, Riefenstahl’s photographs glorify the 
human form, including those of the German athletes, 
whose uniforms display the swastika. The Nazi Party 
prioritised claiming living space (lebensraum) for the 
‘German race’. 
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Hans Rothe (1905–? )
10 November 1938 1940
pencil on paper; 24.0 x 20.4 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

Hans Rothe’s pencil drawing of Kristallnacht, the night
of violence against Jews, would have recalled scenes 
familiar to many of his fellow Dunera Boys. 

Franz Höller (1909–1972)
Von der SDP zur NSDAP: 
Ein documentarischer Bildvericht 
(From the SDP to the NSDAP: 
A documentary pictorial report) 
Karlsbad-Drahowitz, Czechoslovakia: Kraft, 1939

Military strength was central to Adolf Hitler’s 
expansionist plans for Germany. This pre-war booklet 
celebrates Germany’s occupation of the Sudetenland 
in October 1938. 

Unknown photographer 
The Rt Hon. R.G. Menzies PM of Australia 
broadcasting to the nation the news of the 
outbreak of war, 3 September 1939
gelatin silver print; 20.1 x 15.0 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an23217367



 

   

1  Corridor Showcase: Treasury

FROM EUROPE TO AUSTRALIA

Transcript of Prime Minister Robert Menzies’ radio 
broadcast informing Australians of the outbreak of 
war, 3 September 1939
typescript on paper; 33.6 x 20.8 cm 
Papers of Robert Menzies (1905–1978) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 4936

On 3 September 1939, Australia’s prime minister, 
Robert Menzies, announced in a radio address 
that Australia was at war. He began his speech 
with the famous words, ‘Fellow Australians, it is my 
melancholy duty to inform you’. This transcript comes 
from Menzies’ personal papers. The photograph was 
taken at the time. 

Unknown author 
More gems of German propaganda 
United Kingdom: [British Ministry of Information], 
c.1940

German and Allied forces also fought a war of 
propaganda. This rare British pamphlet was published 
by the British Ministry of Information. The second in a 
series, it uses humour to attack the Nazi Party. 
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A GREAT MANY PEOPLE AFFECTED 

German journalist Sebastian Haffner escaped from 
Nazi Germany to Britain, where anti-German feeling 
was strong and indiscriminate. He published this 
significant book, a remarkably objective analysis of 
the Germany he knew, aiming to educate the British 
public about Germany. He was interned in mid-1940. 
In his famous ‘We Shall Fight on the Beaches’ speech 
to the House of Commons in June 1940, Britain’s 
prime minister, Winston Churchill, said:

I know there are a great many people affected by the 
orders which we have made who are the passionate 
enemies of Nazi Germany. I am very sorry for them, 
but we cannot, at the present time and under the 
present stress, draw all the distinctions which we 
should like to do. 

Sebastian Haffner (1907–1999)
Germany: Jekyll and Hyde 
London: Secker and Warburg, 1940
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Ternes
Your Country needs YOU!:  
Join the A.I.F. NOW!
1940–1942 
lithograph on paper; 75.5 x 50.3 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.cat-vn4702420

Australia became inextricably committed to the war. 
Posters were an easy way to recruit for the armed 
forces. This striking Australian recruitment poster 
features British prime minister Winston Churchill. It 
echoes the famous First World War British recruitment 
poster which so successfully used Lord Kitchener’s 
steely gaze, his pointing finger and the same words. 
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BERN BRENT ‘S STORY

Dunera Boy Bern Brent’s papers are held by the 
Library. Born Gerd Bernstein, he anglicised his name 
to Bern Brent after deciding to stay in Australia. 
Brent was 15 when his parents sent him to England 
in December 1938. He settled with other young 
refugees in a hostel in Sutton, Surrey. Brent was 
interned in June 1940. He spent 18 months in Tatura. 
In 1942, he joined fruit-picking teams and then the 
8th Employment Company, Australian Imperial Force. 
Brent’s mother, Lola Bernstein, lived in England 
throughout the war. His father, Otto Bernstein, 
stayed in Berlin and was sent to the Theresienstadt 
‘resettlement’ camp in Czechoslovakia. Brent’s 
parents joined him in Australia after the war. Brent 
graduated from Melbourne and Sydney universities 
and had a long career in the Australian Public Service. 
He is retired and lives in Canberra. 
 

Immigration Office, 
Harwich, United Kingdom 
Document of identity 
issued to young persons to 
be admitted to the United 
Kingdom, 15 December 1938

ink on card; 13.0 x 20.5 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, AC 09/076
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‘My folks put on cheerful faces. I never doubted that 
I would see them again. I did. Many children did not.’ 
Bern Brent, My Berlin Suitcase, 2000

Following Kristallnacht around 10 000 Jewish children 
from Germany and Austria were evacuated to Britain. 
Three days before his 16th birthday, Bern Brent 
boarded the Kindertransport boat train bound for 
London from Berlin. 

Bern Brent (b.1922)
Telegram to Lola Bernstein, translated ‘Awaiting 
you urgently on next plane’, 27 August 1939
typescript on paper; 14.8 x 21.0 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869 
New acquisition

By August 1939, it was apparent in Britain that the 
outbreak of war was imminent. Lola Bernstein had 
obtained a visa to enter Britain and her son, Bern 
Brent, sent a telegram urging her to leave Berlin 
immediately. Lola left for England on the last boat train 
before Poland was invaded, the borders were sealed 
and war was declared. 
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ENEMY ALIENS

After the outbreak of war in Britain, tribunals were 
formed to investigate the threat posed by enemy 
aliens. German and Austrian citizens were interviewed 
and classified into three categories: A, B and C. Those 
in category A were interned immediately. Those 
assigned to categories B and C were regarded as 
victims of Nazi oppression and not interned. From 
May 1940, however, in the weeks surrounding the 
evacuation from Dunkirk and the fall of France, 
Winston Churchill ordered the internment of all 
male and some female enemy aliens in the B and C 
categories. Many were sent to camps on the Isle of 
Man and others to camps in Liverpool, Kent, Yorkshire 
and elsewhere. 

Aliens Tribunal No. 23, Sutton Police Station, 
‘W’ Division, Metropolitan Police Area, London
Letter to Bern Brent (Gerd Bernstein), 
4 October 1939
ink on printed paper; 27.6 x 19.2 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869 
In October 1939, Bern Brent attended an interview 
with ‘Aliens Tribunal No. 23’. The tribunal declared him 
to be ‘a refugee from Nazi oppression’ and, therefore, 
exempt from internment until further notice.  



 

   

1  Corridor Showcase: Treasury

FROM EUROPE TO AUSTRALIA

After the invasion of France, Brent and others 
of German, Austrian and Italian nationality were 
requested to report for ‘temporary internment’ to  
the Metropolitan Police. 

Commandant of Huyton Internment Camp, 
Liverpool, United Kingdom
Telegram to Lola Bernstein, 26 July 1940 
ink on paper; 13.2 x 20.9 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869

Held in internment camps from 27 June 1940, Bern 
Brent volunteered to join the first transport leaving 
for ‘the dominions’. He had heard that all internees 
were to be transferred overseas and he saw no sense 
in delaying. On 26 July, the Commandant of Huyton 
Internment Camp, in Liverpool, sent Brent’s mother 
this telegram. Her son had left England aboard  
HMT Dunera.
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THE VOYAGE OUT

When the Dunera left Liverpool on 10 July 1940, few 
internees knew its destination. Some believed it was 
Canada and that their relatives would soon follow. 
Many even volunteered for the Dunera, as they already 
had visas for the United States. The Dunera also 
carried survivors of SS Arandora Star, which had left 
Liverpool unescorted in early July carrying internees 
to Canada. The ship was torpedoed off the Irish coast 
by a German U-boat. Hundreds died. Luckily, German 
torpedoes narrowly missed the Dunera on its voyage 
to Australia. 

Ernst Fröhlich (1917–2008)
Diary: Dec. 1940 to Nov. 1941
ink on paper; 22.8 x 18.0 cm 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 9520

The Dunera was overcrowded and refugees were 
not separated from Nazi sympathisers. As internee 
Ernst Fröhlich wrote in his diary: ‘The suitcases were 
opened forcefully by soldiers. Many things ... were 
taken out, put into the pocket or thrown overboard’. 
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Watch hidden by Reinhard Waldsax 
on HMT Dunera 1920s
metal and leather; 5.3 x 3.5 cm 
Private Collection of Ralph Waldsax

During the voyage, the oral surgeon Reinhard Waldsax 
hid this watch beneath his clothes for safekeeping. 

Spokesmen of Compound II, Hay Camp No. 7 
Memorandum submitted to His Excellency the 
High Commissioner of the United Kingdom in 
Australia by the internees from England at No. 7 
Camp, Eastern Command, Hay N.S.W 1940
carbon copy of typescript on paper; 26.0 x 20.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

This memorandum was submitted to the United 
Kingdom’s High Commissioner by internees at Hay 
Camp No. 7, soon after their arrival in Australia. In it, 
they describe their treatment aboard the Dunera. 
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ARRIVING IN AUSTRALIA

At 10.20 am on 3 September 1940, HMT Dunera 
arrived in Port Melbourne, where 200 Italian and 344 
German internees disembarked and boarded the 
train to Tatura. The remaining internees, over 1900, 
disembarked in Sydney three days later and boarded 
the train to Hay.
Disembarking from the Dunera into the open air, several 
internees broke into a spontaneous run. The Sydney 
Morning Herald reported that the internees ‘smiled as 
the trains pulled out and … many gave the “thumbs-
up” signs to the onlookers’. Many of the internees 
fondly recall the sandwiches and fresh fruit provided 
for lunch on the trains, the friendliness of the guards 
and seeing the Australian landscape for the first time. 

Commonwealth of Australia 
Certificate of Registration of Alien 
issued to Bern Brent, (Gerd Bernstein) 
11 September 1940
ink on printed form and gelatin silver print;  
17.7 x 12.5 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, AC 09/076 
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Wall panel: clockwise from top left:

German and Austrian refugees 
on their Way to Internment, England
Picture Post, 8 June 1940

3rd transport leaving the pier (Dunera, Melbourne),
18 April 1940 
Courtesy of the National Archives of Australia, A11666 45

Friedrich Schönbach 
Scenes from the voyage
Courtesy of the Jewish Museum of Australia

Attributed to Theodor Engel
Dunera, below deck, drawn during the voyage,
August 1940 
Courtesy of the Jewish Museum of Australia

Route of HMT Dunera

Freetown
SIERRA LEONE

Takoradi
GOLD COAST
(GHANA)

Cape Town
SOUTH AFRICA

HMT DUNERA
The journey from 

Liverpool, United Kingdom to 
Sydney, Australia

Fremantle
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

INDIAN OCEAN

Sydney
NEW SOUTH 
WALESMelbourne

VICTORIA

Liverpool 
UNITED
KINGDOM

AFRICA

EUROPE

AUSTRALIA
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Wall panel: clockwise from top left:

‘Internment of enemy aliens’
The Times, London, 13 May 1940

‘Enemy aliens sent to Australia’ 
The Sydney Morning Herald, 14 August 1940

‘Victims of Nazi-Fascist aggression’
Smith’s Weekly, 14 September 1940

‘Arandora Star sunk by U-boat’ 
The Times, London, 4 July 1940

‘War prisoners arrive from England’ 
The Sydney Morning Herald, 7 September 1940

‘Enemy aliens arrive’ 
The Riverine Grazier, 10 September 1940
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Wall panel: 

The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, 7 September 1940

Unknown artist  
Hay Camp 1940–41  
c.1941 
woodcut, printed in black ink; 
14.0 x 11.2 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau  
(1940–1943) 
Manuscripts Collection,  
MS 5225 
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Ulrich Laufer (1923–1943)
Christmas card, 24 December 1942
digital reproduction of watercolour, pencil and ink on paper; 
27.5 x 18.3 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (1940–1943) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5225 

Hans Rothe (1905–?)
Caricature of the chef Carl Strauss 1941
pencil on paper; 17.6 x 10.4 cm 
Papers of Reinhard Waldsax (1922–2006) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 10110 
New acquisition 

Hans Lindau (1895–1982)
Coathanger made at Hay Internment Camp  
1940–1941
wood and metal; 30.0 x 43.0 cm 
Pictures Collection, 
nla.pic-an6561314

Inscription:

“Made in internment at Haye 
[sic] in 1940/1941 out of 
material just at hand, there 
was a war on, you know. 
Hans Lindau interned from 
Sept 1940–August 1943” 
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HUTS AS HOMES

There is so much stuff one has collected that being 
useless in freedom is of immense value to the 
internee. Shelves knocked together of odd timber, 
nails, old sacks to keep the draught off. 
Bern Brent to his mother, Tatura Camp No. 4, 14 August 1941 

The huts in the internment camps were hastily 
constructed out of wood and corrugated iron. In Hay 
Camp No. 8, the huts contained 28 bunk beds—straw 
palliasses on a wire base—lined up in two centre 
rows. In Tatura Camp No. 3, huts were divided into 
rooms, each containing two beds. Ingenuity soon 
transformed leftover construction materials into rough, 
makeshift furniture. 

Unknown author
Statistics relating to internees in Hay Internment 
Camp No. 8  c.1940
carbon copy of pencil on paper; 27.0 x 25.3 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

The camps were largely administered by the 
internees. This statistics book, opened to the list of 
internees’ nationalities, also includes the locations of 
families, trades, professions and religions. Compiled 
by the Hay Camp No. 8 internees, these figures were 
probably used to liaise with local authorities. 
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Unknown artist
Hans Lindau’s Hutcaptain Deputy card  c.1941
woodcut, printed in green ink; 7.8 x 6.3 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (1940–1943) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5225

The internees elected a Camp Spokesman, Group 
Captains and Hutcaptains, who formed the ‘Camp 
Parliament’. Hans Lindau was a Hutcaptain Deputy, 
responsible for the order and cleanliness of his huts in 
the Hay and Tatura camps. 

The editor, Hut 24, Hay Camp No. 7 
The first issue of The Boomerang, 9 February 1941
roneo print on paper; 33.0 x 21.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

At Hay Camp No. 7, this first issue of the camp 
newspaper, The Boomerang, was published on 
9 February 1941. Articles were typewritten on  
waxed paper and copied using a ‘Roneo’ machine. 

At Hay Camp No. 8, internees published a German 
daily called Camp News.
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Bern Brent (b.1922)
Verso of letter to Lola Bernstein, 25 April 1941
ink, stamp ink and pencil on paper; 33.7 x 20.3 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869

With families and friends left behind in war-torn Britain 
and Europe, letters were of immense value to the 
internees. All letters had to be passed by the censor. 
Initially, airmail and telegrams were not permitted and 
only a restricted number of letters on this approved 
prisoner-of-war letter paper could be sent. 

Bern Brent (b.1922)
My Internment, diary entry, 7 June 1941
ink on paper; 29.0 x 22.0 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869

Translation by Bern Brent:

George [‘Uncle George’, a recent U.S. immigrant, was 
my father’s first cousin] wrote to me he wanted to 
send me an Affidavit of Support [for a U.S. Visa].  
I think this is very nice of him. He is not all that well 
off himself. It doesn’t really make much sense for if he 
does post it to me it will take months to arrive.  
But it can’t do any harm. So I air-mailed him my 
personal particulars plus my testimonials last 
Wednesday. The other day two letters and a card 
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arrived from Mum. One of them, a letter of 26 March, 
confirmed my telegram in which I acknowledged 
receipt of my release. The day before yesterday I 
was taken for a walk. It feels like real recuperation to 
escape the constraints of the barbed wire and have 
something different before one’s eyes, a change 
from the monotony of the camp. Everywhere lie the 
blanched skeletons of sheep. The sentries tell us 
that two or three days after their death nothing but 
bare bones remain. Birds, ants and flies do their work 
quickly. Yesterday I wrote to Dad and Granny. Layton 
arrives tomorrow. 

Bern Brent (b.1922)
My room  1941
pencil and ink on paper; 
26.0 x 20.9 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent 
(1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, 
MS 8869 
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Bern Brent (b.1922)
My room  1941
pencil and ink on paper; 26.0 x 20.9 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869 

Bern Brent (b.1922)
Self portrait  1941
pencil on paper; 29.7 x 21.1 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869 

Tatura Internment Camp canteen administration 
Canteen receipts issued to Arthur Katz  1942
ink on printed paper; 9.5 x 11.0 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (c.1940–1973) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 10098

Camps had their own internal economy and internees 
were paid for work with tokens or notes valid only 
within the camps. The canteen sold groceries, 
cigarettes, sweets and canned fruit, with profits 
allocated to camp administration. 

Dentistry tools made out of nails  
and used by Reinhard Waldsax at  
Hay Internment Camp  1940–1941
metal and wood; 13.5–17.5 cm (length) 
Private Collection of Ralph Waldsax
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There were numerous medical professionals among 
the internees. One was the oral surgeon Reinhard 
Waldsax (formerly Waldsachs). Before internment, he 
ran a highly regarded practice in London. These tools 
were made at Hay from nails, before proper dental 
equipment could be supplied to the camp. They were 
probably used to extract teeth. 

Reinhard Waldsax (1907–1995)
Statement of treatments between October 1940 
and 22 February 1941 at dental clinic, 
Hay Camp No. 8, 22 February 1941
ink and pencil on paper; 26.5 x 20.5 cm 
Papers of Reinhard Waldsax (1922–2006) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 10110 
New acquisition

Reinhard Waldsax went into practice at Hay. His 
statement of treatments performed between October 
1940 and February 1941 illustrates his busy days. 

Portrait of Ralph Waldsax, 1920s 
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Unknown artist
Reinhard Waldsax at work: 
Design study for a woodcut  
1940–1941 
pencil and watercolour on paper;  
17.3 x 10.0 cm 
Papers of Reinhard Waldsax (1922–2006) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 10110 
New acquisition

The camps included many talented artists who often 
exchanged their works. One grateful patient made 
this study of Reinhard Waldsax at work. The patient 
intended to turn it into a woodcut, according to the 
inscription on the back.

In 1943, Waldsax returned to London and never 
returned to Australia. Some of his papers were 
recently donated to the Library. 

Theodor Engel (1886–?)
Letter to Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk, 15 August 1941
ink on paper; 33.0 x 20.5 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

Theodor Engel was an experienced engineer, and a 
watercolourist. Engel met Australian Imperial Force 
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chaplain Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk at Hay and asked  
him to send paper and watercolours, which were in 
short supply. Poignantly, Engel later wrote to Falk:  
‘Painting is the only help for my depressed mind’. 

Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk 
(1889–1957) 
Notebook  1940–1945
pencil and ink on notebook with transfers; 16.0 x 10.5 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records  (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk jotted Theodor Engel’s request 
for painting supplies in his notebook. 
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Wall panel: clockwise from top left:

Location of wartime internment camps  
that held Dunera internees

Leonhard Adam
Kreutzer-Sonate, concert held at Tatura Camp 
No. 2, 8 March 1942
Courtesy of the Jewish Museum of Australia

Bern Brent (b.1922)
My Hut  1941 (detail)
Papers of Bern Brent, Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869

Hay Internment Camp buildings  
and perimeter fence
Courtesy of the Jewish Museum of Australia 
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Theodor Engel (1886–?)
Hay  1941
watercolour on paper; 19.7 x 29.7 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

Theodor Engel sent Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk this 
watercolour of Hay. We know from a smaller version, 
recently donated to the Library, that the work shows 
the Hay camp in flood in late 1940. Reinhard Waldsax 
remembered that two internees were ‘delegated to 
build raised footpaths and they made a drainage system’. 

Bern Brent (b.1922)
Engineering study notebook c.1941
pencil and ink on paper; 23.0 x 18.0 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869

Even aboard the Dunera, internees organised 
educational classes, which continued in the camps 
to an astonishing degree. Curious internees were 
instructed by often highly qualified and talented 
teachers. Bern Brent, for example, worked towards 
completing his secondary education. Brent used this 
notebook for his engineering studies in the camp. 
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Hans Lindau (1895–1982)
Class lists for English phonetics new course  
1941–1942 
ink on paper; 24.2 x 20.0 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (c.1940–1973) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 10098

READING IN CAMP

The camps had libraries and internees borrowed and 
shared books. Interned between 1940 and 1941, 
Ernst Fröhlich studied optics and geometry and 
also read newspapers, Charles Dickens and William 
Shakespeare. Fröhlich’s diary shows how aware 
the internees were of their situation. Two books he 
mentions are François Lafitte’s The Internment of 
Aliens (1940) and J.B.S. Haldane’s The Inequality 
of Man (1932). 

Lafitte drew attention to Britain’s unjust handling of 
‘enemy aliens’ and inspired widespread sympathy for 
internees. On 4 May 1941, Fröhlich wrote:

Took a stool to the most quiet place in the camp and 
read … The book is so well written that I forgot to go 
to have lunch in time. The whole story is of course 
very well known to us. It is refreshing and somehow 
reassuring to find it printed and edited in a Penguin. 
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François Lafitte (1913–2002)
The internment of aliens
Harmondsworth, England: Penguin, 1940 

John Burdon Sanderson Haldane (1892–1964)
The inequality of man and other essays
London: Chatto & Windus, 1932

Despite their confinement, the internees engaged with 
big philosophical questions. On an evening in March 
1941, some Hay internees discussed this essay, 
according to Ernst Fröhlich. It is from a collection 
of essays by the English scientist and writer J.B.S. 
Haldane. In this essay, Haldane gives his view of 
eugenics. Other essays include: ‘Is History a Fraud?’, 
‘Man’s Destiny’ and ‘Science and Ethics’. 

Ulrich Laufer (1923–1943)
Christmas card to Hans Lindau from  
his phonetics class, Tatura, 24 December 1942
watercolour, pencil and ink on paper; 27.5 x 36.6 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (1940–1943) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5225

Hans Lindau taught English and phonetics. His 
grateful students made him this Christmas card 
depicting the class. On the front of the card they call 
him ‘Our dear teacher and friend’. Tragically, the artist 
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Ulrich Laufer drowned, months after his release  
from Tatura.

 
RABBI FALK

Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk was an Australian Imperial 
Force chaplain and one of a number of religious and 
secular Australians who helped the internees. He first 
visited Hay in December 1940. Well known throughout 
the Jewish community, he is also remembered as a 
Zionist and for his collection of rare books, now held 
at the Great Synagogue, Sydney. The Library holds 
papers that Falk kept in connection with Hay. He 
received many letters from internees asking him to 
help locate their families and to obtain personal items 
they could not easily find. 

List of books bought by Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk for 
internees at Hay Internment Camp  1940–1941
typescript and ink on paper; 26.0 x 20.5 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

This is a list of books that Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk 
bought for the internees at Hay. Most relate to Jewish 
language, culture and history. The Library holds some 
of these. 
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Heinrich Graetz (1817–1891)
History of the Jews, from the earliest times to the 
present day, translated in part by Bella Löwy
London: David Nutt, 1891 

A Hebrew and English lexicon of the  
Old Testament, with an appendix containing  
the Biblical Aramaic, based on the lexicon of 
William Gesenius, edited by Francis Brown 
and translated by Edward Robinson
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1939 

Cecil Roth (1899–1970)
The Jewish contribution to civilisation 
London: Macmillan & Co., 1938 

The twenty-four books of the Holy Scripture 
carefully translated according to the Massoretic 
text after the best Jewish authorities
London: Trübner & Co., 1865 

Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack (1893–1965)
Hay (Bathers on the Murrumbidgee River, N.S.W.)  
c.1941 
woodcut, printed in black ink; 13.0 x 18.0 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (1940–1943) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5225 
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Alfred Landauer (b.1910)
Interdenominational Christmas service ticket 
belonging to Reinhard Waldsax  1940–1941
woodcut, printed in black ink; 20.0 x 16.5 cm 
Papers of Reinhard Waldsax (1922–2006) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 10110 
New acquisition 
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Felix Werder (b.1922)
Symphony No. 1, Opus 6, Tatura (Internment) 1943, 
revised 1952 1993
score; 30.0 x 27.0 cm 
Symphony Australia Collection 
Music Collection

Some of the internees were musicians. Boas 
Bischofswerder, formerly a cantor at a Berlin 
synagogue, and Felix Werder, his teenage son, 
composed and performed while internees at Hay and 
Tatura. Werder composed this symphony at Tatura in 
1943—this is an annotated copy. Greatly influenced 
by the avant-garde composer Arnold Schönberg, 
Werder is one of Australia’s most celebrated composers. 

Paul Georg Glass 
(1891–c.1985) 
1st concert, program, 
10 December 1940
watercolour on paper;  
20.4 x 16.5 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records 
(1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection,  
MS 5392
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Music flourished at the camps. These are two programs 
produced for Hay Camp No. 7’s first musical concert. 
Many program covers at Hay were illustrated by Paul 
Georg Glass, a Roman Catholic lawyer from Vienna 
who had served in the First World War. 

Paul Georg Glass (1891–c.1985)
1st concert, program, 10 December 1940
watercolour on paper; 20.4 x 16.5 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392
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This concert included two songs for voice by 
Beethoven and Carl Loewe, Beethoven’s Romance 
no. 2 in F Major for violin, Dvorák’s piano cycle 
Humoresques and Pablo de Sarasate’s Gypsy 
Melodies. The concert also featured a ‘selection of 
light classical tunes’ from Love Affair, the 1939 film 
starring Irene Dunne and Charles Boyer, later remade 
as An Affair to Remember.

Erich Liffmann (1914–1987)
Note to Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk, 30 December 1940
typescript and ink on paper; 16.5 x 21.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

Hay internee Erich Liffmann, who on his official papers 
described himself as a ‘tenor and window dresser’, 
wrote to Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk asking him for 
musical scores, including Jewish songs: ‘As former 
tenor singer at the Jewish Theatre, Aldgate, London,  
I have repeatedly been asked by my fellow-internees 
to give a recital of Yiddish songs’. 

Unknown artist 
Ticket for ‘Beethoven Konzert’, 15 March 1941
printing ink on paper; 4.0 x 8.5 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (1940–1943) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5225 
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Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk (1889–1957)
Draft memorandum to the Jewish Welfare Society, 
December 1940
typescript and pencil on paper; 26.0 x 21.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

This selection from Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk’s papers 
illustrates his contact with the internees. After his first visit 
to Hay in December 1940, Falk compiled a memorandum 
detailing what he saw and his recommendations. 

Friedrich Schönbach (b.1920)
The dental clinic marching past a watchtower at 
Hay Internment Camp  1941
pencil and watercolour on paper; 22.0 x 19.5 cm 
Private Collection of Ralph Waldsax

In this work, Friedrich Schönbach captures the 
resilient spirit of the internees going about their 
business under armed guard. Reinhard Waldsax is the 
figure holding the briefcase. 

Commandant of Hay Internment Camp
Letter to Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk, 
20 December 1940
typescript on paper; 25.0 x 20.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392



 

   

2  Corridor Showcase: Lakeside

UNDER CONSIDERATION

This letter from the Commandant of Hay Internment 
Camp responds to a report that Rabbi Leib Aisack 
Falk sent to him around December 1940. 

A. Wiener (1906–?) and P. Auerbach (1900–?)
Note to the Commanding Officer, Hay Camp No. 8, 
13 December 1940
typescript on paper; 17.0 x 21.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk had a special relationship 
with two Jewish internees at Hay. In December 1940, 
they wrote to the Commanding Officer of Hay Camp 
No. 8, referring to Falk’s positive presence: ‘Already 
his short visit had a most heartening effect upon our 
comrades’. 

Karl Glass (1886–?)
Letter to Rabbi Leib Aisack Falk, 8 April 1941
ink on paper; 32.5 x 20.5 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS5392

In this letter of April 1941, internee, window dresser 
and poster designer Karl Glass asks Rabbi Leib 
Aisack Falk to help him contact his Australian 
relatives. Glass’ wife and children were still in England. 
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Attributed to Hans Rothe (1905–?)
ALWAYS HAPPY—ALWAYS LOYAL—
in Camp News, 11 December 1940
digital reproduction of pencil and watercolour 
on paper; 31.0 x 25.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392 

Fred Zimmering, Hay Camp No. 8
‘Literature in camp’ 
in Camp News, 11 December 1940
digital reproduction of carbon copy of typescript 
on paper; 31.0 x 25.0 cm 
Hay Internment Camp Records (1940–1941) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5392

We Germans are regarded as a people of poets and 
thinkers. Even though the works of poets and thinkers 
have been burned and banned by those who wrongly 
call themselves Germans, these works remain alive in 
us, the German emigrants, and it is up to us to show 
the outside world that we are the caretakers of this 
large inheritance …

The success of the recitation evenings, particularly the 
reading of ‘Faust’, demonstrates our deep longing for 
the works of the great German poets … 

The readings have been both fruitful and stimulating for the 
audience … By embracing literature, we are proving 
that German and Nazism are not one and the same. 
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Hans Rothe (b.1905–?)
By mistake  1941
pencil and watercolour on paper; 20.0 x 18.5 cm 
Private Collection of Ralph Waldsax

Internees could still look on the bright side and 
humour is something some Dunera Boys still 
associate with their internment experiences. With a 
light touch, Hans Rothe handles the serious subject of 
being sent to Australia, as Churchill reputedly called it, 
a ‘deplorable mistake’. 

Portrait of Lord Gowrie  
1935–1945 

Alexander Gore Arkwright Hore-Ruthven, 
Earl of Gowrie (1872–1955)
Letter to King George VI, 4 November 1940
carbon copy of typescript on paper; 25.8 x 20.5 cm 
Papers of Alexander Gore Gowrie (1872–1955) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 2852
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On 4 November 1940, in a letter to King George VI, 
the Governor-General of Australia wrote: ‘we have 
received a large number of internees … dispatched 
in a great hurry … some real injustices have been 
committed’. Britain’s internment policy was under 
review when HMT Dunera set sail and new regulations 
were shortly implemented that would have exempted 
most of the Dunera Boys from internment. 

Transcript of shorthand notes taken of evidence 
given by Major Layton to the Aliens Classification 
Committee at Anzac House on Tuesday, 27th 
October, 1942
typescript on paper; 43.2 x 34.3 cm 
Papers of Arthur Calwell (1905–1973) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 4738

‘Major Layton is expected to arrive here within the 
next days and the whole camp hums with excitement 
and expectation.’ Bern Brent, ‘My Internment’, 21 
April 1941

Major Julian Layton’s arrival brought the admission of 
mistakes and the hope of release to the internees. His 
evidence before the Australian Government’s Aliens 
Classification Committee recommended reclassifying 
the internees as ‘refugee aliens’. 
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LUDWIG HIRSCHFELD-MACK

Among the internees was respected modernist artist 
Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack. In the 1920s, he trained 
and worked with the major artists Paul Klee, Lyonel 
Feininger and Wassily Kandinsky at the profoundly 
influential Bauhaus School in Weimar, central 
Germany. Founded by Walter Gropius in 1919 and 
closed by the Nazis in 1933, the Bauhaus was the 
most celebrated art school of the twentieth century. 
Its teaching methods were revolutionary. It promoted 
collaboration between artists in different media, 
particularly between the high and applied arts, and a 
closer relationship between art and industry. Although 
trained in all fields at the Bauhaus, particularly in 
lithography, Hirschfeld-Mack’s time there is best 
known for his colour light plays (lichtspielen), 
performances of light apparatus, accompanied by 
music which he composed. Between September 1940 
and April 1942, Hirschfeld-Mack was interned at the 
Hay, Orange and Tatura camps. His woodcut prints 
speak powerfully of daily life, the camps’ environment 
and the personal toll of internment. In 1942, James 
Darling, the progressive principal of Geelong Grammar 
School, organised Hirschfeld-Mack’s release to take 
up a position as the school’s art master. Hirschfeld-
Mack taught there until his retirement in 1957. He died 
in Sydney in 1965. 
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Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack 
(1893–1965) 
Merry Christmas  1941
woodcut, printed in black ink;  
9.5 x 7.7 cm 
Collection of Chris Bell (grandson)

During Christmas 1941, Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack 
was in Tatura. This small print poignantly juxtaposes 
the anguish of the internees and the celebration of 
Christmas, when many internees’ minds would have 
turned to their families. 

Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack (1893–1965)
Tatura  1941
woodcut, printed in brown ink; 15.0 x 24.0 cm 
Collection of Chris Bell (grandson) 

Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack (1893–1965)
Tatura  1941
woodcut, printed in black ink; 14.7 x 19.2 cm 
Collection of Chris Bell (grandson) 
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Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack (1893–1965)
Orange  1941
woodcut, printed in brown ink; 14.7 x 20.0 cm 
Collection of Chris Bell (grandson) 

Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack (1893–1965)
Tatura  1941
woodcut, printed in black ink; 14.7 x 19.2 cm 
Collection of Chris Bell (grandson)
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Victor Edward Twigg (1904–1977)
Letter to Dr H.V. Evatt, 26 May 1941 
typescript on paper; 20.8 x 13.2 cm 
Papers of Victor Edward Twigg (1941, 1978) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS Acc 09/24

Concerned individuals lobbied on behalf of internees 
who wished to be released to assist in the war effort. 
Victor Twigg, Archdeacon of the Anglican Diocese of 
Riverina, wrote to H.V. Evatt, then Attorney-General 
and Minister for External Affairs: ‘We need skilled  
men and men of science: there are many behind 
barbed wire’. 

Oswald Volkmann (1899–?)
‘Loyalty’ 
from Under consideration: Poems of an interned 
German refugee, Tatura, 1941
carbon copy of typescript on paper; 21.7 x 13.2 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869

The internees are refugees, 
Mistake has caused their entry, 
If that is so, I do not know 
Why they must have a sentry.

Oswald Volkmann, ‘The Sentry’, Tatura, 1941
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During his internment, Oswald Volkmann, a former 
German First World War fighter pilot and ardent  
anti-Nazi, self published a book of poems reflecting 
on the pointlessness of the internees’ detention. 

A CATCH-22

Although many enemy aliens interned in Britain 
were quickly released, the Dunera Boys were in a 
catch-22. They could not be released in Australia 
without a landing permit, which none of them had 
been issued on their arrival. By late 1941, they were 
given the option to join the 8th Employment Company 
of the Australian Military Forces (AMF), a company 
of almost exclusively Dunera Boys. Not allowed to 
fight on the front line, they undertook labouring tasks 
aiding the war effort. This article from the Australian 
Army education journal SALT in April 1943 introduced 
the internees’ story to readers and stresses their 
commitment to fighting fascism: ‘On their scarred 
bodies and in their eyes they carry the worst story of 
our times’. The caricatures were drawn by the former 
internee Friedrich Schönbach. 

Unknown correspondent 
‘They don’t forget’
in SALT: Army Education Journal, vol. 6, no. 3, 1943
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Portrait of Margaret Holmes  1962 

Margaret Holmes (1886–1981)
and unknown photographer
8th Employment Company address book with 
photograph of Ernst Hirsch  1942–1945
ink on paper and gelatin silver print; 17.0 x 12.5 cm 
Papers of Margaret Holmes (c.1920–c.1989) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 9034

Margaret Holmes, of the Australian Student Christian 
Movement, played a major role helping many 
internees to prepare for life outside of the camps. 
With her help, numerous internees gained Australian 
educational qualifications. This is her notebook, 
containing the details of internees who joined the 8th 
Employment Company. Many remembered her fondly. 
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Unknown photographer 
Graduation photograph inscribed  
‘From the first graduate of your “family”  
in thankful remembrance’  1942–1945
ink on gelatin silver print; 13.2 x 8.4 cm 
Papers of Margaret Holmes (c.1920–c.1989) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 9034

Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack 
(1893–1965) 
Orange  July 1941
woodcut, printed in black ink;  
21.4 x 13.5 cm 
Collection of Chris Bell (grandson)

One of the most significant Australian images of the 
Second World War, Ludwig Hirschfeld-Mack made 
this sombre print in Orange in mid-1941. Behind 
barbed wire and beneath the Southern Cross and 
the pointer stars, a man stands in an overcoat. The 
work also exists in a more refined version, with finer 
detailing of the fence and stars. 
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The National Library of Australia has been collecting 
and preserving interviews documenting the Australian 
experience since the early 1950s. The Dunera Boys 
oral histories infuse the collection with personal 
accounts of experiences and achievements that have 
become part of Australian memory. In her oral history, 
Olive Hirschfeld-Mack speaks about her husband 
Ludwig’s journey from the Weimar Bauhaus to the Art 
Department at Geelong Grammar School, Corio Bay. 
Felix Werder was 18 when he joined his father aboard 
HMT Dunera. In 1976, Werder was made a Member 
of the Order of Australia for services to music. Hans 
Lindau recalls the ’wonderful mix of intellects, spirits 
and minds’ within the internment camps. Peter 
Herbst, interned when he was only 21, was released 
in 1942 to join the Australian Imperial Force’s 8th 
Employment Company. He stayed in Australia to 
study at the University of Melbourne, becoming the 
Professor of Philosophy at the Australian National 
University and an active conservationist. 

All reasonable efforts have been made to find the copyright 
holders of images used in the audiovisual presentation and 
throughout this exhibition. The Library welcomes advice  
about the Dunera Boys and we encourage you to contact  
us if you have further information about any of the items in  
the exhibition.



 

   

3  Alcove

REMEMBERING

SCREENING Total duration: 15.00 min

Olive Hirschfeld (1903–1982)
interviewed by Hazel de Berg 
8 December 1965 
Excerpt duration: 2.56 min 
Hazel de Berg Collection 
Oral History and Folklore Collection, ORAL TRC 1/155

Felix Werder (b.1922)
interviewed by Hazel de Berg 
18 November 1969 
Excerpt duration: 2.31 min 
Hazel de Berg Collection 
Oral History and Folklore Collection, ORAL TRC 1/409-410

Felix Werder (b.1922)
Symphony No. 1, Opus 6, 
Tatura (Internment) 1943, revised 1952 
from Aspect Independent, 1996 
Excerpt duration: 1.00 min

Hans Lindau (1895–1982)
interviewed by Suzanne Lunney and Helene Philips
9 June 1976 and 11 November 1978 
Excerpt duration: 2.18 min 
Oral History and Folklore Collection, ORAL TRC 432

Peter Herbst (1919–2007)
interviewed by Stewart Harris 
21 February 1994 to 15 March 1994 
Excerpt duration: 5.07 min 
Oral History and Folklore Collection, ORAL TRC 3021



 

   

3  Alcove

REMEMBERING

Henry Talbot (1920–1999)
The first Dunera Boys reunion 1963
gelatin silver print; 19.7 x 24.7 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an12268872 

Henry Talbot (1920–1999)
During filming of The Dunera Boys  1984
gelatin silver print; 19.5 x 21.0 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-vn4668305 
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THE LINDAU BOX

Born in Berlin, Hans Lindau lived in England for nine 
years before he was interned and sent to Australia. 
Released in 1943, he remained in Victoria, where 
he worked on a farm in Sale and as a gardener at 
Mornington High School. Interviewed by the Library 
in 1976 and 1978, Lindau recalled walking the camp 
perimeter with another internee and identifying the 
classes and species of the weeds growing there. 
He also taught English in the camp. In this box 
are thousands of Lindau’s notes about botany, 
phonetics, grammar and vocabulary, written mostly 
on internment camp toilet paper due to the scarcity 
of writing paper. During his interviews, Lindau did not 
mention his prolific note taking. We can only speculate 
that the activity served to keep his mind occupied in 
the camp and to acquaint him with his strange,  
new surroundings. 
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Hans Lindau (1895–1982)
Papers of Hans Lindau c.1940–1973
wooden box, pencil and ink on paper; 
17.0 x 46.0 x 80.8 cm 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 10098 
New acquisition 

Ulrich Laufer (1923–1943)
Christmas card, 24 December 1942
digital reproduction of watercolour,  
pencil and ink on paper; 27.5 x 18.3 cm 
Papers of Hans Lindau (1940–1943) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 5225 
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Hay-Tatura Association Incorporated,  
later the Dunera Association
Dunera News, March 1990, June 1993
and June 2002 
photocopy; 29.4 x 21.0 cm 

Hay-Tatura Association Incorporated
Tickets to the commemoration of the arrival  
of HMT Dunera, Sydney  1990
photocopy; 8.0 x 14.0 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869 

Hay-Tatura Association Incorporated 
50th anniversary reunion: 
Arrival of HMT Dunera  1990
printed booklet, 20.7 x 14.2 cm 
Papers of Bern Brent (1895–2005) 
Manuscripts Collection, MS 8869 
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