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INTRODUCTION OF THE VOLUNTARY SYSTEM
INTO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN NEW

SOUTH WALES.

To tHE EpiTor ofF “Tns ScorsxaN,” EpINBURGH.
Sydney, New South Wales,
2lst March, 1842,

Sir—From certain recent numbers of the
Colonial Observer, which I have caused to
be forwarded to your address, you will pro-
bably have learned, ere this reaches you,
that the Minister and Congregation of the
Scots Church, Sydney, the oldest Church
and by far the largest and most influential
congregation of the Presbyterian commu-
nion in this Colony, have recently re-
nounced all connection with the State, as
well as with the Presbyterian State
Church, in this Territory. Now, as I
am well aware that the most unfounded
representations of the origin and history
of this ecclesiastical revolution, which
will doubtless be attended with the most
important results to this Colony, will
be sent home clandestinely for publication in
Scotland by interested parties here; and
as I am desirous, not only for my own per-
sonal vindication, but for the cause of reli-
gious liberty and the interests of truth, that
the Presbyterians of Scotland and the North
of Ireland should be apprised of the real
facts of the case, I have taken the liberty to
address to you the following statement of
these facts in the hope of your doing me the
favour of republishing it for general inform-
ation in your widely circulated and influen-
tial journal. And I take the precaution of
having it printed and published beforehand
on the spot, that the good people of Scot-
land may kuow what degree of credit to at-
tach to it, as contrasted with certain other
communications of an oppesite tenour which
will doubtless be eagerly forwarded to them
by certain of my late brethren, but which
for evident and prudential reasons will not
be permitted to see the light till they have
traversed half the circumference of theglobe.
On my return to the Colony from Eng-
land on the eleventh of March last, I found
that the two ecclesiastical bodies into which
the Colonial Presbyterian Church had pre-
viously been temporarily divided, had then
just beenreunited intoone Synod, designated
‘the Synod of Australia, agreeably to the
terms of an arrangement I had made for
the purpose with the Assembly’s Commit-
tee in Edinburgh in September, 1839, viz.:
that there should be no compromise on
either side. As there had been a minister
.of each of these bodies, however, previously
settled in each of the two principal localities
in the Colony out of Sydney, viz., Maitland
and Parramatta, and as the Governor had
ed to grant salaries for more than one
Presbyterian minister for each of these lo-
calities, I found that the Synod had passed
‘an act, ordering the removal of all the four
‘ministers, aud the election of one for each
locality respectively as theirjoint successors.
Now although it appeared to me that this
was an instance of deference to the Civil
Power on the part of the Synod as un-
worthy of that body as a Church Judieatory,
as it was uncalled for, I did everything in
my power, for the sake of peace, and in
order to strengthen the hands of the Synod,
-to carry it into effect; using my personal
influence and exertions in both localities to
reconcile the Christian people of our com-
munion to the measure, and recommending
-successfully those of Parramatta in parti-
“eular, to elect as their pastor the Rev, John

Thait, then of Wollongong.

This person was one of the corps of
Presbyterian ministers who came out to the
Colony, in consequence of my visit to Eng-
land in the year 1837; having prevxm}sly
occupied the comparatively humble situ-
ation of a Parish Missionary under one of the
ministers of Greenock—for it is a lament-
able fact, illustrative of the whole charac-
ter and tendency of Established Churches,
as well as of the low state of religion in
most of them, that it has hitherto been
scarcely possible to get ang' person out in
the capacity of a minister of religion of any
of these Churches for the Colonies, who has
either had any situation or even the pros-
pect of a situation worth having at home.
This, in fact, has been the source of all our
ecclesiastical troubles in this Colony.

Mr. Tait was scarcely settled at Parra-
matta, when, feeling annoyed at the con-
duct of one of the former ministers, the
Rev. James Allan, who refused to leave
the district notwithstanding the act of
Synod ordering his removal, he published
rather a feeble pamphlet on that act; in the
course of which he took occasion, three or
four times in succession, to informthe public
that I was a member of the Synod only on
sufferance, and that it was owing entirely
to the extreme forbearance of that body
that I had not been brought to trial, pre-
vious to my admission, for certain eccle-
siastical offences which, however, he did
not specify. Now this, as I have shewn,
was directly contrary to the fact; the ar-
rangement made in Edinburgh—the only
one to which I would ever have submitted
—implying no compromise or submission on
either side. I mention this circumstances
merely as it exhibits the first manifestation
of the ill-nature or rather the malignity of
the person whom I accuse as the chief cause
of all our recent troubles.

The first annual meeting of the Synod
of Australia took place in October last.
Now as I was the oldest minister of our
body in the Colony, and had been the
means of bringing out almost all the rest, it
was scarcely possible to pass me over at the
election of a Moderator on such an occa-
sion without a direct and personal insult.
On the suggestion of Mr. Tait, however, it
was determined by himself and other two of
my brethren, the Rev. W. M¢ntyre, of
Maitland, and the Rev. James Fullerton,
formerly of the Synod of Ulster, that I
should be passed over, because, as it has
since been acknowledged by themselves, my
election would have been displeasing to the
Assembly’s Committee in Edinburgh. It
so happened that, in my correspondence
with Government during my late visit to
England, I had ‘not only informed the
Secretary of State that the Church of Scot-
land had utterly neglected the Presbyterian
inhabitants of these Colonies for fifty years
together, or until my own fourth visit to
England on their behalf in the year 1837,
but had added that at least one-half of the
Presbyterian ministers who had been sent
out to the Colony by the Assembly’s Com-

mittee, during the years 1837 and 1838, |

were inefficient good-for-rothing men,
whom it would have been incomparably
better for the Colony to have kept at
home. I had also published a work on
America while in England, in the course of
which I had shewn, from ample and incon-
testible evidence, collected by myself on
the spot, that the results of the Volun-
tary System in that country were far supe-
rior to those of the Establishment System
even in Scotland. For these reasons it was
understood in the Colony that the Assem-
bly’s Committee had a grudge at me; and
to gratify these little-minded men; residing
at the distance of half the circumference
of the globe, certain of my brethren here
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deemed it necessary to offer a direct and
personal insult’ to me, who had done more
for the Church in the way of personal sa-
crifices  and personal exertion than the
whole of them together, in the face of this
whole Colony.

Although it was impossible for me not to
perceive the spirit of personal hostility in
which-all this was conceived and done, so
little was I anxious for any honour from
menon the occasion that when Mr. M“Intyre,
my late colleague, was nominated as Mode-
rator by Mr. Tait, I immediately seconded
the nomination, and when subsequently nomi-
nated myself I requested permission to de-
cline the office as I had various measures
of great urgency and importance to submit
to -the Synod which I could not entrust to
any other member.

The most importani of the measures I
allude to was a proposal to render the Aus-
tralian College, an Institution which I had
established in Sydney under the auspices
and with the assistance of Government,
about-ten years before, available as a nursery
for the training up of young men for the holy
ministry in the Presbyterian Church in this
Colony. This Institution, the establish-
ment of which had cost me individually
a very large amount both of money and
personal exertion, was capable at the time
of being immediately transformed into a
College properly so called, with three or
four professors, to afford a course of Aca-
demieal education similar to the Under-
graduate Course in the Scotch Universities;
and all T asked, as the ostensible Head of
the Institution, was that the Synod should
recognize such a curriculum when actually
establjshed for the education of candidates
for the holy Ministry in the Presbyterian
Church of this Colony—offering at the same
time on the part of the Institution that the
Synod should have a weio on the appoint-
ment of all future Professors and a right of
visitation. This, which was characterized
at the time by the Rev. W. M‘Intyre as a
splendid offer, was nevertheless received by
the Synod with a degree of heartlessness
which it was painful to contemplate;
it being but too evident that the men
generally had no heart in the matter.
By dint of persevering efforts, how-
ever, the Synod was at length pledged
to recognize the proposed: curriculum for
the education of Colonial students, as
soon as the Institution should be in a con-
dition to afford it.

In the meantime the Australian College
was otherwise in rather a critical situation.
At the instance of certain members of the
Legislative Council of the Colony who
were personally hostile to myself, for my
humble efforts in showing them up through
the Colonial press for their lamentable in-
capacity, and their virtual breach of trust,
in allowing the Land Revenue of this Co-
lony to be squandered away, at the pleasure
of unprincipled speculators in the mother
country, for the importation of whole ship-
loads of Roman Catholic immigrants of the
most inferior description, from the South
and West of Ireland—thereby transform-
ing ‘the Colony into a mere province of
the Popedom—the Local Government had
been induced to demand the immediate
repayment of a loan of 3,500/ which
had been advanced for the establishment
of the Institution by order of Lord Go-
derich, about ten years ago, and which
I know well the Home Government never
intended :to be repaid. The pretext for
this instance of Colonial barbarism, not
unworthy of Attila and the Huns, was,
that the Institution had hitherto been:
merely 2 High School, and not a College
properly so called; as if the paltry sum of

—
lege in any country, more especially where
there was no Government-endowment for
the support of profe s, and no curri
recognized for the education of candidates
for the ministry. In short, like Pharoal’s
Egyptian taskmasters, the gentlemen of the
Legislative Council would have had us
make bricks without straw !

In these circumstances, as soon as the
Synod had pledged itself to recognize a
curriculum for the education of candidates
for the ministry in the Australian College,
whenever that Institution should be ina
condition to afford it, I resolved, before
answering the application of the Local
Government for the repayment of the Loan,
to ascertain whether the Presbyterians of the
three Colonies of New South Wales, Port
Phillip, and Van Dieman’s Land, could
not be induced to unite their efforts for the
creation of a temporary endowment for the
Institution, for four years or thereby, till a
Representative Government should be es-
tablished in this Colony and the people have
something to say in the disposal of their
own money. And as I knew I had many
warm friends both in Port Puillip and Van
Dieman’s Land, and could visit these Colo-
nies more easily towards the close of last
year than during the present, I resolved to
visit them forthwith if I could succeed in
making the requisite preliminary arrange-
ments.

I was fortunately successful in making
these arrangements beyond my own expee-
tations ; for the object recommended itself
so strongly to all right-minded persons that
not only the Elders and Committee of Man-
agement of my own congregation gave it
their express approval, but the agent of the
Seahorse, a steam ship plying between Syd-
ney and Port Phillip, very handsomely
offered me a free passage by that vessel to
and from Melbourne, and wrote to the
agent of the Corsair, another steam-vessel
plying between Port Phillip and Launceston,
Van Dieman’s Land, to do the same, which
was done accordingly-—an act of generosity
quite unprecedented in these Colonies. In
announcing to my congregation the arrange-
ment I had effected, I proposed to be absent
only four Sabbaths, for each of which I was
fortunate enough in being enabled to pro-
vide eligible supply for three services every
Sabbath. I accordingly embarked on the
11th of November, and, on my arrival at
Melbourne, distant five hundred and thirty
miles from Sydney, I left for circulation
through the Press an address to the Pres-
byterians of Port Phillip on the subject of
my wmission, and embarked for Launceston,
Van Dieman’s Land, a distance of upwards
of three hundred miles across Bass’ Straits,
per the Corsair, next morning. There L
did the same; proceeding overland to
Hobart Town, the capital of the Colony,
distant about one hundred and twenty miles,
where I also circulated during my stay an
address of a similar nature and object.
During my absence I assisted at the dispen-
sation of the Sacrament on two separate
Sabbaths at Hobart Town and Melbourne,
and officiated on a third Sabbath at Laun-
ceston ; forming societies or associations for
the promotion of the object of my mission
in all the three localities, and addressing
the Christian . people on the subject, either
from the pulpit or at public meetings con-
vened for the purpose. The result of this
agitation was the raising of an endowment of
£400 per annum for the Australian College,
from the three localities I had visited, for
four years—one gentleman, a particular
friend of my own, Charles M‘Lachlan, Esq.,
member of the Legislative Council of Van
Dieman’s Land, who has since returned to
England, having generously given me an

3,500L. were sufficient to establish a Col.

order for £35 per annum, payable in Syduney,






