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THE

ODD FELLOWS’

. MAGAZINE.

No. IL] ADELAIDE, OCTOBER, 1843. [Vor. L.

¢ Qur laws are good, our precepts truly pure—
Hope is our beacon, our success is sure ;
Friendship we cherish, and our minds improve—
Truth is our motto, and our bond is love;

Well may the world imagine we are odd—

‘We love our neighbour, and we love our God.”

Ovur readers are already aware that the primary object of this Maga-
zine is—to assist in carrying out the principles, and in promoting the
extension of the Order, of which, in this province, it professes to be
the organ ; and though we are anxious to render it acceptable, as a
literary work, to the public at large, we consider it our duty to en-
deavor to make it peculiarly so to the members of the Order of Odd
Fellowship. We do not, therefore, think any apology necessary, for
devoting a large proportion of our space to matters connected with
the Order ; particularly, as we feel convinced, that all information on
the subject of the Institution whose principles and regulations they
have pledged themselves to support, will be interesting to our recently
initiated brotherhood in this Colony.

In our first number, we gave a brief outline of the system of mo-
rality and benevolence upon which our Institution is founded, and of
the good effects which may naturally be expected to result from the
extension, and general adoption and practise, of its principles. We
now proceed to lay before our readers a brief sketch of the rise and
progress of the Order in this land of our adoption; which we have
the greater pleasure in doing, as it affords us an opportunity of
placing on record the names of those who first unfurled the banner
of Odd Fellowship on these shores.

In October, 1840, an advertisement appeared in the Adelaide papers,
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calling a meeting of Odd Fellows, at Ephraim Randell’s, then of the
Rose Inn, Sturt-street, for the purpose of forming a Lodge. This
call was responded to by brothers 'W. H. Harris, T. Jones, and J.
Holmes, between whom a discussion arose, as to whether the Lodge
they proposed to found should be opened in connexion with the Lon-
don Order of Odd Fellowship, or with the Manchester Unity. On
the question being put to the vote, it was carried in favor of the
Manchester Unity—W. H, Harris being the only one of the meeting
who was a member of the London Order.

At a subsequent meeting, likewise called by advertisement, brothers
James Potter, B. Clark, C. G. Germain, G. Mills, W. Schofield, and
G. Lea, attended, in addition to those above mentioned—making in
all nine members ; when it was resclved, that a Lodge of Emergency
should be opened on the twenty-third November, 1840. Onthatday,
the Lodge was accordingly opened, under the title of ¢ Jones's Well-
wisher, No. 1, Grand Lodge of South Australia,” in compliment to
brother Thomas Jones, who acted as Noble Grand; brother James
Potter acting as Vice Grand.

On the first January, 1841, the brothers of the Order who had
been members of Lodges in England—ten in number—met for the
purpose of preparing an application, to be forwarded to Manchester,
for a Dispensation. The names of these brothers were—Thomas
Jones, James Potter, Benjamin Clark, Juhn Holmes, R. Burfield, W.
Schofield, G. Mills, &. Lea, Thomas Hall, C. G. Germain ; each of
whom subscribed £1, making a total of £10, which was sent home to
defray the necessary expenses.

In the mean time, the march of Odd Fellowship was gradually
progressing. In the month of July, 1841, the number of members
had increased to thirty, and in January, 1842, to seventy-one. It was
then considered expedient to open a second Lodge of Emergency,
which was accordingly established on the twenty-eighth February, at
the suburban village of Thebarton, under the name of “The Hope
Lodge”—first N. G., Elias Hall; V. G., Henry Pope; Secretary, H.
Dorrington. '

This Lodge was afterwards removed to the house of brother Samuel
Payne, Auction Mart Tavern, Hindley-street, where it still continues
to hold its meetings. ’

The following is a statement of the progressive increase of the
number of the members of the Order, since its establishment in the
Colony :

No. 1 Lopege.—January, 1841, fourteen; July, thirty ; January,
1842, seventy-one ; July, eighty-five; January, 1843, ninety-seven;
July, one hundred and thirty.

No. 2, Horr Loner.—July, 1842, twenty-four; January, 1843,
forty-nine ; July, seventy-two.

In April of the present year, the No. I. Lodge removed to the
Music Saloon: (since named the Odd Fellows’ Hall), in Byron Place,
South Adelaide, and continued to meet there as a Lodge of Emer- !
genex, until the tenth July, when it was opened, under the Dispen-
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<ation recently received; the name of the Lodge having been altered
by the Grand Master and Board of Divectors of the AManchester Unity
to the ¢ Adelaide Lodge”—beirg No. 3014 in the Unity List of
Lodges. On this occasion, the Lodge business commenced at eight,
P.:., and did not terminate till ten at night—one hundred and seven
members of the Lodge of Emergency having been re-admitted (out
of one hundred and thirty on the books), in addition to the ten ori-
ginal members, or founders; and, since that time, the numbers ad-
mitted have increased to upwards of one hundred and fifty.

The Hope Lodge was re-opened under a Dispensation granted by
the Quarterly Committee of the District, on the seventeenth July of
this year; on which occasion, about fifty members were re-admitted ;
at present, the number on the books amounts to seventy.

The various funds connected with the Order are—the District
Fund, the Widow and Orphans’ Fund, and Lodge Fund.

The relief allowed, in cases of sickness or distress, to members
whose names have been six months enrolled, is sixteen shillings per
week ; the funeral expenses of members are defrayed by the Lodge,
but no specific sum is fixed. Donation to widows of members who
have been on the books twelve calendar months, from the Widow and
Orphans’ Fund, not less than £10 each.

The demands upon the Lodge Funds, in such cases, have hitherto
been remarkably few, as will appear by the following statements, fur-
nished by the Secretaries of the respective Lodges :

ADELAIDE LopeE.—Number of cases relieved in sickness, seven-

teen—amount, £32 16s. 6d. ; cases of distress relieved, three—amount,
£12 16s. 6d.

Hore Lopet.—Cases of sickness relieved, four—amount, £15;
cases of distress, two—amount, £4; making the total amount of re-
lief administered by both Lodges, £60 103s.

The number of deaths in connexion with the Order, since 1its foun.
dation in the Colony, have been as follows ;— Aprraipr IcDGi, cne
man, one woman, six children—total, eight ; Horr LoDGE, one nian,
three children—total, four.

The principal officers of the Order in the Colony, at present, are
the following : '

Districtr Orricrrs.—Thomas Jones, Provincial Grand Master;
James Potter, Provincial Deputy Grand Master; W. A. Hughes,
Provincial Corresponding Secretary.

ADELAIDE LoDGE OFFICERs.——James Potter, Noble Grand ;
Benjamin Clark, Vice Grand ; Charles G. Germain, Secretary.

Hore Lopce.—T. M. Walker, Noble Grand; James George :
Nash, Vice Grand ; Robert Hall, Secretary. :

On the twentieth ultimo, a new Lodge was opened, under the namne :
of the ¢ Victoria,” at the house of Mr. J. 1. IIaynes. Commercial
Inn, Port Adelaide. Ten members of the Adelaide Lodze have 1
joined the Victoria, and two new members have been iuitinted into it,
making, with the five founders, a total of seventeen members The
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officers of the Victoria L e, at present, are—Robert Burfield, Noble
Grand ; G. Hedley, Vice tirand; Henry Chandler, Secretary.

By the above summary it appears, that from the time of the first
meeting of the little band of brothers, in Sturt-street, up to the pre-
sent moment, a period of scarcely three years, our numbers have
increased to nearly two hundred and fifty.

To all the well-wishers of Odd Fellowship, and more especially to
those who first raised the spirit—which, we trust, will never again be
laid amongst us—this rapid extension of the Order will, we doubt
not, be matter of sincere gratification: not the gratification of mere
selfish pride in the advancement of a cause with which they are per-
sonally and individually identified, but that which springs from a con-
viction of the benefit which may result from the extension of those
principles of active benevolence, and brotherly sympathy, which are
so peculiarly adapted to ameliorate the condition, and improve the
character, of mankind, and to unite them together in the bonds of
one common brotherhood.

May the members of the Order never forget that the eye of Provi-
dence is over them in the world, as well as in the Lodge; and that
the principles which they have pledged themselves to support, are
intended to influence and improve their character and conduct as
members of society. May they maintain among their fellow men the
good character which has procured them admission into the Order;
distinguishing themselves by the steadiness and sobriety of their de-
portment ; and proving, by their benevolence, morality, and respect
for all the ordinances of religion, and the legitimate distinctions of
society, that they are sincerely desirous to carry out, in all its bearings,
the great Apostolic injunction—¢‘Honor all men, love the brotherhood,
fear God, honor the King.”

TO ODD FELLOWS.

As old Mother Earth, *neath her mantle of mould,
Hides many a precious gem, silver, and gold,

So under a rugged exterior we meet

Sound sense, towering intellect, judgment, and wit.

But unless we endeavour to raise and refine

These rich gifts, they lie useless like gold in the mine;
Then be it our aim to unveil latent worth,

And draw fiom its darkness the hid talent forth.

To aid our design, may each Brother begin

To essay his young powers in this Magazine,
And the “utile et dulce *’ conjoin, to impress
On our embryo Wurk the broad seal of success.

Ax O. F.
October, 1843.
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ABRIDGED CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN TIIE SYDNEY (NEW
SOUTH WALES) AND THE SOUTH AUSTRALIA DISTRICTS.

[WE have much pleasure in publishing the following correspondence
between the Secretaries of this district, and that of Sydney. We
have been obliged to curtail it considerably to suit our space; but,
even in its present abridged form, we doubt not it will be highly in-
teresting to our readers, as one proof, among many, of the good effects
of Odd Fellowship in uniting in the bonds of a common sympathy,
men who are separated by distance and by circumstances. We have
given this correspondence a prominent place in our pages, because we
think it is peculiarly calculated to gratify those whom it is our first:
wish and aim to interest and to please—the brethren of the Order.
‘We trust that, at some early period, we shall be able to cater still more
agreeably to the taste of our general readers; but they must excuse

us, if at present we devote our columns principally to matters con-
nected with Odd Fellowship. |

To the Corresponding Secretary of the South Australia District of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows of the M.U,

SypNEY, August twelfth, 1843.
DEArR Sir AND BROTHER—

1 have been requested by the Grand Quarterly Committee of the Sydney
District, held on the twenty-ninth of June last, to address a few lines to you,
for the purpose of opening a brotherly and mutually beneficial intercourse, and
of promoting and spreading those philanthropic principles, which constitute
the basis and the motto of our Order—* Friendship, Love, and Truth.”

It was with feelings of the greatest pleasure, that we were informed that the
standard of Odd Fellowship has been raised in South Australia; and the
anxious desire of the brethren of thig district to cuitivate your acquaintance,
and to strengthen and draw closer those bonds of union which connect us with
our beloved Fraternity, wherever scattered, may date its existence from the day
that the pleasing intelligence reached our ears. We have seen your advertise-
ment respecting the Magazine in our provincial papers; and were apprised of
the forwarding of a Dispensation for you, by C. S. Rourke, of the Liverpool ‘
district, from whom 1 had the pleasure to receive a long and important letter 4
on the second of June, together with three Dispensations, &c., to the value of
forty-five pounds, for the use of the Lodges in this district—for here, also, the
tree of Odd Fellowship, like our native oazk, has taken firm root, and is flour- i
ishing upon a foreign soil. So early as March, 1840, a number of the brethren 1
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of the Order opencd the “ Stranger’s Refuge” Lodge, at the house of Mr.
Edwards, the “George the Fourth”” Inn, Clarence-street, Sydney, which is now
flourishing with the vigor inherent in our matchless Institution ; and its mem-
bers are uniting together in the holy mission of relieving the distresses, and
alleviating the woes, of suffering humanity. Four other Lodges have since
been opened in this district—namely, two additional ones in Sydney, being the
“« Fountain of Refuge,” and * United Brothers,”” Lodges; one in Paramatta,
cighteen miles distant from Sydney, called the * Fountain of Friendship”
Lodge, and one in Newcastle, in the county of Northumberland, entitled the
¢ Union” Lodge; and all, notwithstanding the unparalleled depression of the
{imes, are steadily progressing, and giving the promise, with the earliest dawn
of rising prosperity in the Colony, of advancing with that celerity which our
principles and organization rarely fail to acquire. We have also the prospect
of applications being made for Dispensations, from the country districts and
towns, where our enterprising and zealous members have become located.

In full participation in that spirit, according to which, as it is cherished or
neglected, our Order must inevitably flourish or decline, 1 beg, on behalf of
my brethren of this district, to express our warmest wishes for your welfare
and prosperity, and to offer you our services, whenever they may conduce to
your advantage; and, in return, have to solicit a reciprocity of feeling, and the
favor of such intelligence respecting your rise, progress, present state, and
future prospects, as you may deem proper to make known to us. I have also
to request the favor of thirty copies of your Magazine, the payment for which
to be made in such form as you may devise.

Although the limited population of this Colony prevents the philanthropic
principles of our Order from shining with that benevolence which characterises
its bright footsteps in the land of our birth, yet the present deplorable condition
of a large portion of our laboring population, has, to a considerable extent,
called into adtivity those feelings, and that line of conduct laid down for our
guidance in our excellent lectures; and has, in a limited degree, realised those
scenes so often witnessed in our Lodges at home. Sincerely do I hope that
your portion of this vast continent may be spared the visitation of commercial
embarrassment ; and that, whilst the will and the power to relieve the distressed
may be ever present with you, the calls for exercising that power may be few
and far between.

E3 * * * “* " #* - * 3
Previous to the arrival of the Dispensation, &c., our G. M., Mr. Williams,
quitted this country for the land of his birth, in the month of March; on which
occasion, I transmitted by him a long and important communication to the
G.M. and Board of Directors, giving them the fullest information respecting

this district, and embodying some important requests for its benefit.

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the brethren of New Zealand have
communicated with me on the subject of the Order; and that, by the advice of
the district officers here, I have recommended, and they have accordingly made,
application to Manchester for a Dispensation.

I think I have now cxhausted every topic of information that can be in-
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