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In the scale adopted by “W. G. L.,” the sum allowed on such oc-
casions is £20, making a considerable difference in our favor.

Again, let it be borne in mind that the young of our Order, up to
the age say of thirty-five years, constitute the very great majority,
and must do so for some time to come, and that these pay each fort-
night nearly 13d. more than is required in “W. G. L.s” scale, or
31d. per month ; so that in this alone, the extra shilling for sick al-
lowance is almost doubly made good.

Your correspondent must have overlooked the increased sum for
initiation, paid by all members above the age of thirty-five, which,
again, considerably augments our funds, and also the quarterly district
fund, which, by its adaptation to every emergency that may inci-
dentally arise, not only sacredly protects the funds disposable for re-
lief, but even comes in aid of that relief, by contributing to Brothers
in need, who may not have become entitled by length of member-
ship. I think from these considerations it will be sufficiently evident,
that the Order in South Australia incurs no danger, in respect to the
future efficiency of its funds ; but that, in addition to this negative
good, there is the positive evidence that our rates and mode of pay-
ment assure the Brothers of greater stability in the funds of the
Order, than in those of Benefit Societies regulated by your corres-
pondent’s scale. 'While upon the subject, I may, perhaps, be allowed
to make a remark or two in reference to the several data alluded to in
«“W.G.L.s” letter, as contrasted with those afforded to our valuable Order.
The fact there instanced, that the Government has frequently legis-
lated to ensure the safe-working of Benefit Societies, argues that their
means of information were but faulty at best, or else, that the rate of
sickness and mortality varied at different periods, beyond the power
of calculation ; otherwise, there would have been no need of altered
laws. This peculiarity is never likely to attach itself to the Order of
0Odd Fellows, to such a degree as to operate perniciously, or to any
extent ; because while on the one hand we are held together under
one head and system of general laws, on the other hand, the arrange-
ment of amounts of subscription to the Lodge fund for the relief of
the sick, is left to each Lodge, and that for deaths, widows, and or-
phans, at most to each district ; consequently, security is afforded
against either extensive or permanent evil, arising from miscalculation;
and an equal facility is secured for rectifying such errors, almost be-
fore their effects could be felt.

The uniformity which obtains in all regulations under the Man-
chester Unity, the intimacy which subsists between the head and the
branches, whereby its whole state and operations, in all parts of the
world, are intimately known, and speedily communicated, develope
simplicity, unanimity, and grandeur in its structure, illustrated by
the prompt assistance rendered to either districts,lodges, or individual
members, standing in need ; whereby every inconvenience is avoided,
or debt cancelled, so that it is the glory of this Independent Order of

0Odd Fellows, that they can say, we “owe no man anything, but to |
love one another.” W. H. B. ;

Adelaide L.odge.
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LITERARY INSTITUTION.

To the Editor and Commitiee of the Magazine.
- GENTLEMEN AND BROTHERS—

I have been for some time thinking of the many advantages
that might result from the establishment amongst us of an institution
of a literary character, by which knowledge might be more generally
diffused among the members of our Order, and useful instruction
blended with the harmony of our meetings. W here ignorance and a
want of experieuce exist, there we too frequently find superstition,
bigotry, and intolerance exercised ; but, where light, learning, and
religious knowledge are found united, there we see their fruits in
the cultivation of the useful arts, the spread of civilization, and the
march of intellect.

I have been led into these remarks, principally, by the fact, that
although a Society of this nature —the ¢ Mechanies’ Institute and
Literary Association "—is at this moment in existence in this city,
Yet, no amount of good whatever has hitherto been derived from it
‘What is there done, and how is the institution carried on? is a
question more easily asked than answered. Is there a seminary in
connexion with it 7 No. Are the fine arts taught within its walls ?
No. - Is there any instructive class on any one subject formed, in
order that the members may obtain some knowledge, if it be ever so
small, to fit them for the stations they have been called upon to fill 7
No. Are there any lectures upon scientific and other subjects de-
livered for the instruction and benefit of those connected with the
society 7 About one lecture during each quarter of a year, instead
of each alternate week. Is there a library connected with it ? Yes,
but no books are allowed to be lent out, or taken from the room, ever
by the members themselves.

Such, as far as I can learn, is the * Literary Association and
Mechanics’ Institute,” of Adelaide, and it is painful to find it in such
a condition. It is a reproach upon the inhabitants, that such an in-
stitution, calculated to promote the best interests of society, should
be allowed to fall 10 pieces, and crumble into nothing, for want of
that support and assistance, which it deserves at their bands, and which
ought to be rendered to it ; for I am assured upon good authority, that
liule, if any, blame is attributable to the Committee and Managers of
the society. Co-operation and support have been wanting on the part
of the inhabitants, to place this Association upon a sure and firm
foundation.

Such is the position of affairs at present in this colony in reference
to education, that uuless a strong and determined effort is made—and
that speedily—for the education of our youth, ¢ darkness will cover
the land, and gross darkness the people.”. And yet, strange to say,
with this inevitable result before us, matters are still allowed to con-
tinue as they were, and, as far as we can discern at present, so they
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are likely to continue, till the colonists are aroused too late from the
state of torpor and apathy into which they have fallen, to see and
feel the extent of thie misery they have entailed upon themselves and
their_offspring, and the utter impossibility of remedying the evil
which they have thus, incautiously, allowed to become too mighty for
them. In our day this melancholy result may probably not be ex-
perienced to its full extent, but in the time of those who come after
us, it may ; and, therefore, it behoves the people of this generation
to reflect, whether they will, by their supineness, allow such a result
to take place, or, whether by the adoption of prompt and energetic
measures, they will prevent all possibilities of its occurrence.

‘That we may contribute our quota to this desirable end, I would
suggest the propriety of forming a society of the above nature, to co-
operate with, or if need should require, to supply the place of the
older institution : which last alternative, it is to be hoped, will not be
necessary ; but, rather that an effort will be made to give to the
original institution that stability which it pre-eminently merits, and
that the two societies, being strengthened by mutual support, will act
hand in hand in diffusing useful knowledge, and in imparting instruc-
tion to those who may require it.

Such an institution would add grace and dignity to the Order to
which we have the pleasure to belong, and be a means of enabling
our members to cultivate the seeds of knowledge and science, and to
scatter those seeds, that others likewise may reap the peaceful fruits
of this world’s wisdom, and in turn, diffuse the learning they have
thus acquired, for the benefit of their fellow men.

‘The intended society should be governed by officers chosen out of
tbe Order, consisting of a president, and vice-president, secretary,
committee of management, &c., and it would be desirable, that it
should be placed under the ultimate control of the District Quarterly
Committee of the Order.

'T'he principal requisites for an institution of this kind, T should re-
commend to be provided, and the society itself to be formed, at as
early a period as possible—more especially as in a young community
like this, * delays are dangerous,”—and trusting that it will, when
formed, receive from all our members, the support it deserves.

' I remain, &c., in F. L. and T.,

Adelaide Lodge. . A. B.

PRESERVATION OF HUMAN LIFE.

To the Editor of the Odd Fellows' Magazine.
SI1r,—

Amongst the many melancholy instances that may be adduced
to prove the reckless indifference of the great mass of mankind to the
adoption of means for the preservation of human life, in circumstances
of unlooked-for danger, the most recent, and, taken altogether, the
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most awful, is that of the loss of the Governor Fenner— ship, passern-
gers, and crew. The appalling story is told in a few words. In the
middle of the night the ship was run down by a steamer, and 2ll on
board, save two, were hurried into eternity.
~ Now how easily might the fatal results of such a catastrophe have
-been prevented, or at all events modified, if the hold of this ship had
been divided into three compartments, according to a plan suggested
some years ago. Not only would the vessel have floated, but, in all
human probability, many of her passengers and crew would have been
saved from awful and premature destruction.

As regards the preservation of life and property from fire, the
neglect of precautionary means appears to be still more culpable. It
is now fifty years since VAN AKEN, the Swede, first.commenced a
series of experiments in order to ascertain what was the best and most
efficient extinguisher of fire, and after numerous trials of various
antiphlogistic compounds, found common water to be far preferable to
to any other agent for that purpose. Dr. Vox Marux followed
VAN AXEN in his laudable designs, and his successful experiments
excited the utmost wonder and astonishment ; and such was the im-
portance attached to them, that the celebrated astronomer Zack did
not consider it a task unworthy of his high scientific attainments, to
collect and give them to the world in a German periodical of that day.

Vox MaruM’s first attempt was to extinguish the flames of two
highly ignited casks; which had been previously covered with pitch;
—this was accomplished with little more than four ounces of water !
For his next and greatest experiment he prepared a shellof dry wood;
forming a room twenty-four feet long; twenty-three feet wide, and
fourteen feet high, having two doors on one side, and two windows on
the other. The inside was coated with pitch and other inflammable
matter. After “lighting it,” says Vox MABUM,  the flames being
rendered more brisk by the wind, it was considered by my assistants
impossible to extinguish them. I succeeded, however, by my method,
in little more than four minutes, with five buckets of water; part of
which was wasted by the negligence of my assistant.” The experi:
ment was twice repeated; with the same results, but in less time—the
fire being extinguished in three minutes and a half; the water being
applied in every instance by a portable pump. I shall give Vox
MARrUM’s mode of applying the water in his own words :—* The art
of extinguishing a violent fire with a small quantity of water, consists
in this,—that the water be thrown on that part of the Jfire which is
most violent, so that the quantity of steam produced, which suppresses
the flame, may be the greatest possible,—that water may be continued
to be thrown on the neighbouring inflamed parts as soon as the fire
has ceased in that on which the operation was begun,—and that all
the burning parts be visited in this way as quickly as possible. By
thus following the flames with a stream of water, they may be every
where suppressed before the part on which the operation was begun
shall have entirely lost, by evaporation, the water by which it was ex-
tinguished. This is often necessary, to prevent the parts breaking out
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afresh; for, on the principle above mentioned, a burning body, of
which the flames are suppressed, cannot agzin igrite until the water
thrown on it be totally evaporated. In operations of this kind, care
must be taken that the water be thrown in such a way that the whole
of the burning substance be wetted and extinguished.”

Notwithsiandicg the correctness of the above details, in the hands
of an inexperienced person the means employed would be useless.
For instance, suppose the four sides of a room to be on fire, at what
point ought the jet of water to be directed ? (I am here speaking of
2 small quantity of water ) If you direct it to the highest point of
ignition, you increase rather than diminish the flame ; the water, run-
ning down the burning surface, is decomposed, and its very elements
(oxygen and hydrogen), being both supporters of combustion, feed
rather than retard it. Every one knows the upward tendency of flame,
and it is generally ackuowledged that the poiné of a flame, or that
furthest from the point of ignition, is by far the hottest. Now, from
what I have experienced in matters of this kind, I have found invaria-
ble success attend the application of water to the loawest point of com-
bustion, proceeding upwards as you go on. It has been proved by
experiment that, by this mode of proceeding, the four sides of a small
room on fire could be extinguished in one miuute, with little more than
a pail of water! and I may here remark that it may be set down as a
principle, that, where substances are on fire that do not rapidly absorb
water, to extinguish them the water inust be directed to the lowest
point of ignition; and that, where the reverse is the case, the water
must be applied adore the highest point of flame.

I think I have now stated sufficient to prove that with a small quan-
tity of water, promptly and judiciously applied, fire may, in most
cases, be got under, and much valuable property, and perhaps humsn
life, saved.

Hoping that the above remarks may induce a further expression of
opinion on the subject,

T remain, Mr. Editor, yours, &c.
1. S.

RESPONSIBILITY OF MOTHERS.

To the Editor of the Odd Fellows Magezine.

Mgr. EDITOR— :
Among the many important subjects which demand our atten-
tion, none has. a stronger claim upon our serlous consideration than
that of the Duties of Maternity, involving, as they do, fearful and far-
extending responsibilities. Your readers will at once perceive the
immense importance of the subject to our community ; and the new
and wide field it offers in Australian literature, for correspondence
from our friends of every Christian denomination, and from all others
who desire the welfare of society, and of their fellow creatures ; and I
trust I may be permitted to express an earnest entreaty that all will
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