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0ODD FELLOWS’
MAGAZINE.

No. IIL] ADELAIDE, JANUARY, 1844. [Vor. L.

“ Qur laws are good, our precepts truly pure—
Hope is our beacon, our success is sure;
Friendship we cherish, and our minds improve—
Truth is our motto, and our bond is love ;

Well may the world imagine we are odd—

We love our neighbour, and we love our God”’

BrorEER Opp FELLOWSs—The sun of a new year is shining upon
us, and while we hail with hope and joy the dawn of a brighter and
more prosperous future, it behoves us to cast a retrospective glance
over the darkened horizon of the past. There is much of instruction
to be derived from such a retrospect; instruction which may be be-
neficial to us as a community, and as individuals, as Odd Fellows, and
as Christians. The present hour is our own—Ilet us avail ourselves of
the opportunity of storing up the experience of the past, as a guide
and beacon to us in our future career.

The torrent of public and private distress which has lately been
devastating the neighbouring colonies, first swept over this the land of
our adoption ;— ¢ forémost of all she stemmed the tide, and stemmed
it gallantly,” and is now slowly but surely recovering {rom its effects.
And why? Because in the hour of difficulty brother stood by bro-
ther, and friend assisted friend ; and because, after having recovered
from the first paralysing effects of the shock, the colonists have di-
rected their energies into a more legitimate channel, and, leaving the
chase after speculative shadows, have applied themselves to the im-
provement of the realities within their reach; bnt, more than all,
because, amidst much individual distress and vicissitude, resulting
from individual recllicssness of cupidity—or from unforeseen and un-
avoidable contingencies—the gifts of a gracious Providence have beer
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scattered in rich profusion over our favoured land. Our flocks and
hovde have multinliad by thousands ; our valleys and plains are rich
NS -4 ey 2st; the hillshave disclosed their hidden treasures ;
: yielded up its produce ; all evidencing that, though man,
o ozoger prasuit afier wealth, has been acting as if in forgetfulness
. cuperintending Providence, that Providence has been silently and
~1e2ily working for his good. 'We have seen the wreck of vain
. ces and scnguine expectations ; we have witnessed the sudden up-
_«ing and downfll of numbers; we have seen the last first, and the
first iast, in the race for riches; and if we consider these events not
in connexion with politics, nor with the influence which the adminis-
tration of one Governor or another may have had upon our fortunes
as a community,—but simply with reference to the great Governor of
the Universe, we cannot but be impressed with the conviction that his
Providence has Leen teaching us a bitter, though a wholesome lesson,
which it is our duty, as well as our interest, to study and to profit by.
We rejoice to be able to say, that during the trying season through
which we have lately passed, the spirit of benevolence has been
generally displayed, in all its cheering and consoling power, and that
many of the cares and trials to which as a community we have been
exposed, have been greatly alleviated by the exercise of mutual for-
bearance, and of mutual sympathy. Chastened by adversity, humbled .
ander a sense of our own weakness, and of our dependence upon
.eaven and each other, it becomes us, more especially as Odd Fel-
iows, to cherish and to cultivate the kindly feelings of our nature, and
:5 carry into more extensive operation the leading and characteristic
srinciples of our institution—Ilove to the brotherhood, and peace and
zeod will to all men.
" There is another subject to which we would call your most serious
attention, as being one which involves the future welfere of the rising
ceneration, as well as of the colony itself. Hitherto, we grieve to say,
* great majority of the children of the laboring classes in this province
~zye been wofully neglected, and have been suffered to grow up in
"¢ grossest ignorance, with scarcely any counteracting check of moral
.- educational restraint; but we trust that we shall soon witness a
. 1ange in this respect. Education, which has so long, and, perhaps, -
.navoidably, been looked upon asa matter of secondary consideration,
;annot any longer be neglected by us with impunity : the numbers of
“Jle and uneducated children who now swarm in our streets, will,
anless prompt measures be adopted to remedy the growing evil, turn
out idle, ignorant, and undisciplined members of society ; and it is a
-duty which society owes to itself to use every practicable means to
srovide for its own future well-being, and to guard against such a
.amentable Tesult. In the earlier stages of our colonial experience,
.he exorbitant wages given to mere striplings formed a temptation
which few parents could resist; and for the sake of present gain, the
future welfare of the child was overlooked. Now, however, parents
:an plead ao such excuse; the difficulties of early setilement have
heen overcome; the supply of labor is more proportioned to the
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demand; provisions are cheap, and the general enclosure of thie settled
districts has, in & great measure, done away with the necessity for
employing children, if we may so speak, as moveable fences, to tend
cattle, or to protect the crops.

Ta the present circumstances of the colony, we cannot, perhaps,
expect the adoption of any extensive public scheme of education; for

® the best intentions profit little without the means to carry them into
effect: but the greater, on this very account, is the necessity that
parents should avail themselves of such private opportunities as are
within their reach, for the beneft of their children. It is not so much
the want of the means cf education we have to lament, as the want of
snclinaticn 10 make use of them, 7There are several schools where, for
the small weekly payment of sixpence, children may be instructed
in the first rudiments of learning ; but many parents are so poor as
10 be unable to afford, ur so covetous as to grudge to part with, even
this trifling pittance for the education of their offspring. There are
none, however, so poor, and few, we trust, so ignorant, as to be unable
to bestow upon them that moral training which is, in our opinion,
of infinitely greater value to them than the mere mechanical routine of
common school education. A man without education, in the common
acceptation of the term, may be an excellent member of society; 2
man without moral training never can be. Not that we wouid for &
moment have it supposed that we do not appreciate the vaiuve of
scholastic education, as well as that of moral training; we simply
mean that the inability of parents to furnish the one, does not justify
them in neglecting the other. Parents deceive themselves if they
imagine that the lowness of their station, or the poverty of their cir-
cumstances will avail them as an excuse hereafter, for forgetting the.
serious and weighty responsibility which the welfare, moral and
spiritual, of their children imposes upon them. The man with only
one talent will be called to as strict an account for his use or abuse
of it, as the man with ten.

But while we are thus pointing out the duties of others, we must
not neglect our own. The education of the rising generation is a
matter of paramount importance to every one of us; and if we hope
for success in our endeavours to promote its extension, we must not
rest satisfied with treating the subject merely as one of yeneral interest,
by writing essays upon it in public prints, or by making speeches in
public meetings—both of which are very good iun their way—but
neither the one nor the other of which, perhaps, may ever meet the.
eye, or reach the ear of those whom they are intended to benefit;
but we must also exeri ourselves in private, each in his “ own peculiar
sphere,” to bring the subject home to the attention of careless and
thoughtless parents, as one which concerns them individually, even if
they regard it merely in the selfish light of a precaution for insuring
their own future temporal comfort. Time will, ere lony, turn the
tables; the protector will require protection, the parent will be depen-
dent upon the child, and then woe to those who have drawn upon them-
selves the curse of having hardencd, ungrateful, and rebellious children !
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The subject of the responsibility of motkers, as being intrusted with:
the training of young immortals —beings created for eternity as well
as for time, was feelingly and forcibly urged upon the attention of the
Order by brother W. H. B., a writer in the last number of this peri-
odical ; and we regret that this letter, so admirably calculated to pro-
mote friendly discussion on asubject which ought to be one of deep
interest to the community at large, has elicited no reply. .

We are happy, however, to observe that a committee has been ap-
pointed for the purpose of considering the best means of establishing a
school, in connexion with this Order; but to be open, under certain
restrictions, to the children of the public at large. A new Society has
also been lately formed under the auspices of ceriain active and in-
fiuential members of the Christian community, under the title of the
« Christian Instruction Society,” from whose labors we anticipate the
most beneficial results. We hail this body as an auxiliary; for in dis-
seminating the principles of Christianity they are giving exteasion to
those which form the basis and cement of Odd Fellowship; and
Christian instruction is the best preparation for admission into the
ranks of our Order.

‘We doubt not but that every good Odd Fellow wishes success to
both the above undertakings; yetwe urgeit upon you,brothers,oneand
all, as a duty, not to rest satisfied with merely ewisking well to the
cause of education, but to identify it as your own, and to aid it, heart
and hand, with your individual exertions and contributions.

We must now conclude with the expression of our sincerc and heart-
felt wishes that during the year upon which we have just entered,
health, happiness, and prosperity may attend the friends and well-
wishers of the Order, in which number we hope we may include the
whole community. May every revolving year find us increasing in
numbers, and rising in public estimation ; and may every individual
member of the Order so distinguish himself by his Christian life and
deportment, by his loyalty to his sovereign, and by his peaceful, orderly
and benevolent conduct as a member of society, that others, emulating
his virtues and influenced by his example, may join our ranks, and
thus, ere long, all mankind may be united together in the bonds of one
common brotherhood.

Ed. 0. F. M.

THE NEW YEAR.

’Tis New Year’s Day! the coming year
All blank before us lies ;

OL! may no blot or stain appear

To mar its history vékten here,
When published in the skies !—ANoN.
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LETTERS ON SOUTH AUSTRALIA—No. II.

TO A FRIEND IN ENGLAND

.
G

Adelaide, 12th Deeember, 1843.

My DEear s

In the letter which I addressed to you in Oect., I gave
you a short account of the country between Adelaide and Wellington
on the River Murray, vic Mount Barker; I will now take you to the
«Pound,” and the village of Sturt on the same river, about seventy
miles to the north of Lake Alexandrina, by the route to the north-
ward. 'The distance between Adelaide and Gawler Town is twentyfive
miles, and the road for the most part is nearly a dead level. This may
be divided into three portions; namely, to the “Dry Creek,” seven
miles of gently undulating ground, through occupied districts, a great
portion of which is at present under cultivation; from the « Dry
Creek” to the ¢ Little Para,” six miles—Ilevel ; froms this to Gawler
Town twelve miles, also level; with nothing to intercept the mono-
tony, except in clear weather when, as if to render the ride more
tedious to the traveller, the gum trees at the Gawler dance delusively
before him, floating as it were in the air, until he arrives close to them,
wheun the mirage suddenly disappears, and the forms of the trees be-
come distinctly visible. To the right of the road, about two miles off,
is the base of the western branch of the main range, and to the left, a
plain extending to the sea, bounded by white dunes of blown sand;
here and there the windings of Pert Adelaide are visible; and the
waters of St. Vincent’s Gulf, in a narrow blue stripe, form the horizon.
Gawler Town is situated in the fork jormed by the junction of the
North Para (or Gawler), and the South Para, and it is remarkable
that at this point, and only in the same parallel of latitude, both to the
east and west, a species of cockatoo (the rose), is seen in abundance,
which is rarely met with to the scuth of this point. From Gawler
is generally picturesque, and, partially occupied ; at Lyndoch Valley
Town to the crossing of the main range at ““ Light's Pass,” the country,
Angas Park, and Flaxman Valley, there are farms: there is also a
windmill near the road at Lyndoch Valley, and a Church in course
of erection.

At the *“ German Pass,” which is a passage aeross the Barossa
Range, I have noticed a calcareous tufa, which has much the resem-
blance of sponge. This tufa accumulates at the different points where the
stream flowing down the pass meets with any obstruction which causes
a fall. A tufa similar to this is very general in many of the streams
here. On the slopes of the subordinate hills in Flaxman’s Valley,
which is three miles on, travertin occurs, conforming to the slopes of
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the hills (but not to the stratification). On the borders of the Gawler
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this travertin appears to have been formed from the carbonate of-
lime, which has been disengaged by the decomposition of calcareous.
rocks, or rocks cemented by lime at the higher levels; and to have-
been brought down and deposited in layers, from time to time, by the
_ rains. I have also found some specimens_of wood opal in this valley
associated with the travertin. Gmeiss and mica schist are the rocks
which occur principslly in the gulleys; but the tops of the ranges.
here, as is generally the case in this portion of the continent of New
Holland, are capped with guartzose sand stone, with frequent veins of
quartz, some of which are several feet in thickness; there are many
minerals in this neighbourhood, but, as far as I have seen, iron ore,
micaceous, iron glance, and hematites, appear to be the most abun-
dant of the metals. Some of the limestone is very fine and would.
work well, and might be used for ornamental purposes. I have seen
some pretty specimens of amianthus and app:ie green chlorite, &c., from.
the Barossa Range. - i
+ From ¢ Light's Pass,” to the River Murray, is thirty miles; the
first portion is over the eastern spur of the main range, which is
very rocky (genmerally a red sandy slate), and precipitous; having
descended these spurs one comes on a low level country, which reaches
to the Murray, and on which there are some very extensive plains,
with a poor kind of silky grass, the intermediate spaces being covered.
with dwart eucalypti, or"what is generaily termed the Murray Scrub.
It has always struck me as remarkable, that granite, which in most
parts of the world forms the tops ~of elevated ranges, should, in this
part of New Holland, be only found at low elevations. I have never
seen granite here (except at one place 100 miles N.E. of Port Lin-
coln, where it was about 1500 feet above the level of the sea), at a
greater height than about 200 or 400 feet ; and at this elevation, it is
met with at scveral places on the low country surrounding the River
Murray, as also, I believe, forming islends in the bed of that river.
From this it would appear, that the bed of the ocean in which our
tertiary strata were deposited, had an undulating surface, with protu-
berances of granite; some of which might have been slightly elevated
above the water level ; and, that since that period there has been a
very gradual rising of the land to the extent of about three hundred or
or four hundred feet, which has brought the tertiary formation to its
present elevation, without being at all disrupted. Some of these granite
shoals are now visible protrading a few feet through the strata which
havebeen deposited on,and nearly covered them; the protruding masses
are smooth from the action of water, and in many cases there are large
hollows in them which catch the rain water, and serve as wells from
which the natives, and animals, and birds, quench their thirst in that
which, but for these blocks of granite, owing to the porous nature of
the tertiary strata, would be a country entirely deprived of surface.
water.
" Mentioning these granite rocks reminds me of a circumstance which-
occurred several year ago, when I visited the river Murray with a
friend ; our horses broke loose from their tethers and left us. After a
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