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¢ Our lawrs dre good, our pretepts truly piire— -
Hope is our beacon, our success is sure;
Friendship we cherish, and our minds improve—
Truth is our motto, and our bond is love

‘Well may the world imagine we are odd—
We love our neighbour, and we love our G% 2t

Brormer Opp Fertows—It is our duty, as Editor of yonr Maga=
rine, and as having the good of the Order at heart, to brave the odium
to which the free expression of our opinions may expose us, and to
exert the influence with which you have yourselves invested us, in en=
deavoring to check the progress of what we consider & 'serious evil.

In making the following remarks, we disclaim all intention of pet-
sonality ; we have no _desire to direct attention to the habits, or to
wound the feelings, of any particular individual. We write in the
spirit of friendship to men, whom we, as in duty botnd, look upon as
{riends and brothers; and we trnst that in the same spirit our address
will be teceived. ‘ :

We all Ziww our duty, but there are few among us who do hot te="
quire to be often reminded of it; and he who takes upon himself the
jnvidious task of pointing out the failings of ofhers, must be hardened

. indeed; in pride and self-sufficiency, if, while so doing, he is not awa-
kened to, and hurabled by, a recollection of Aws own. The object of
our present appeal to you is to call your attention to habits which are
unfortunstely too general among usj and which, if persevered. in,
must eventually prove destructive of social confidene, and subversive
of social order —we mean those of want of punctuality in keeping
engagements, and of indifference and carelessness as to keeping them
at all.

- Our motto, “Love, Friendship, and Truth,” embodies the principle?

Arnin, No. IY.—Vor. L o '



Voll, no.1 (Jul..1843) - Vol2. no.9 (Nov.1845), incl. Vol2 supplement

98 i ADDRESS.

of the Order: friendship based on truth, and expanding and ripening
into brotherly love. Love forms the capital, friendship the shaft, and
truth the base of the pillar of Odd Fellowship. Remove the base,
and the pillar falls to the ground; take away truth, and love and
friendship are but names. Truth is the grand immutable bond of
social union; without social confidence—dependence upon each other’s
truth—there can be no abiding social union. In using the term truth
we do not confine ourselves simply to its meaning as opposed to
falsehood ; we trust there are none among us who would be guilty of
deliberate deceit—for, setting aside all higher motives and considera-
tions, falsehood is a crime which so immediately induces its own pun-
ishment, that none but the most hardened and abandoned would
deliberately and habitually practise it—the liar is known only to be
despised and shunned. But there are numerous minor breaches of
the strict requirements of truth which we are all too apt to regard as
maltters of trivial importance, but which, on that very account, require
10 be more carefully guarded against, as they tend insidiously and
imperceptibly to shake the confidence of social intercourse.

~ We all agree in thinking that an honest man’s word ought to be
as good as his bond ; and if so, why not in matters of trifling, as well
as of serious import? Distinct and bold, in itself, is the line of de-
marcation between truth and deceit; but unfortunately we, in our
practice, too frequently shade it off with a kind of neutral tint, in
which the two are so blended together that it is difficult to discriminate
between them. Tt is surprising how easily we reconcile our minds to
wrifling deviations from the path of strict propriety, the indulgence in
which is but 0o apt to tend to more serious aberrations. Men who
would scout the very idea of deceiving each other by deliberate false-
hood, feel no compunction whatever, in the daily intercourse of life, in
breaking faith with each other by making engagements, and then ne-
glecting to fulfil them. We do not here allude to business engage-
ments, which may involve personal inconvenience or personal loss—
we are all punctual enough in our attention to our own individual in-
terests; but we refer to those engagements between man and man
which affect their social intercourse, and which we are many of us too
much in the habit of considering so trifling as to render it 2 matter of
indifferenice whether we fulfil them or not, bat for the breach of which
we are as morally responsible as for that of others apparently more
important. 'Trifles are of greater consequence than we are at all times
willing to admit, and a bhabit of negligence with respect to them will
inevitably induce the neglect of the more weighty duties of life; and
yet how easily do many of us satisfly our consciences with the most
frivolous cxcuses for neglecting our social engagements, and allow
ourselves to be persuaded to evade them by any trifling momentary
temptation, as if the plea of expediency could avail us as an excuse
for breach of faith. For, however trifiing the matter in hand may
be, if we lead our neighbor to depend upon our attention to i, and
do not realise the expectations we have raised, we are morally guilty
of a breach of faith. We regret to remark the habit of indifference
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which appears to prevail among us in this respect, and we would ear-
nestly deprecate the continuance of a habit which may be attended
with results more serious than we may at presenut anticipate.

With regard to ‘the -want of punctuality, we would remark that
many of those who, in their virtuous indignation against the crime of
theft, would pursue the thief into the precincts of 2 Court of Justice,
and would gladly see him immured within the walls of a prison, are
often themselves guilty of a species of moral petty larceny, to the:
commission of which, habit has rendered them indifferent. * Who
steals my purse,” says Shakspeare, “steals trash ;"—the money may be .
replaced, or the loss may, in some other way, be remedied— but he <~
that pilfers from me my” time, robs me of the most precious and ir-
redeemable of possessions. Who can restore lost time ?—Who can
estimate the value of one lost moment—or who can make an ade-
quate compensation for its loss?  Aud yet how many moments and
hours of life are frittered away by procrastination in ourselves, or by
want of punctuality in others. A man may, if he think fit, waste or
throw away his own property ; he does so at his own risk, and is
himself the sufferer; but no man is justifiable in tampering with that
of his neighbor. Time is valuable property ; and however careless a
man may be of his own, he has no right to triffe with that of ano-
ther. :

Punctuality is one of the minor virtues: it enables us so to regu-
late our lives as to devote each portion of them to its legitimate uses,
and, without encroaching upon the time of others, to be liberal of our
own; so that he who is punctual in his attention to the business of
life, has the more time to devote to its social and domestic enjoyments.
But alas! how little is punctuality practised amongst us, even in our

. Lodges. At the moment we are penning these remarks, we are impa-
tiently waiting the arrival of the members of a committee appointed to
meet on business connected with the Order, each of whom had expressed
hisopinion as to the necessity forpunctuality. “Punctualto themoment,”
—was the engagement : and how has it been fulfilled ? 'We ourselves
were not punctual, and half an hour has elapsed since we arrived at the
place of rendezvous, breathless with baste, lest we should detain the
remainder of the party—and still we are alone. This is not a solitary

_case; day after day are incidents of the same kind occurring. The
business which belongs to one hour thus interferes with that of the
next, and must either be deferred to a more convenient season, or
hurried through at the risk of being imperfectly and inefficiently at-
tended to. This is not as it should be; and a vigorous stand should
at once be made against further indnigence in a habit so destructive
of mutual confidence ; for, however lightly we may esteem these mat-
ters when they do not affect ourselves, we cannot resist the conviction
that when they do,—~when we have been deceived more than once in
ever so trivial a point by another, we never can trust unwaveringly to
him again. A feeling of doubt and insecurity is induced, which ren-
ders our future intercourse with that man, one, perhaps, of convenience
or expediency, but certainly never of nnshaken confidence; and where
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there is no econfidence, there may be the semblance, but there canneos
be the reality, of friendship.

We beg to assure our readers, that we have been prompted to make
the above remarks solely by a serious conviction of the evil conse-
quences resulting from the habits which have called them forth, and
by an earnest desire for their suppression; but while we again repeat
our disclaimer of intention to write a¢ any particular individual, we
are well aware that we have written in vain, unless each reader con-
siders our strictures as addressed to himself individually. If he feels
aggrieved by them, we would, in a spirit of brotherly kindness, advise
him to ask himself why he thus feels, and we leave it to his conscience
to furnish a reply. If, on the contrary, he is conscious that they are
not applicable to himself, he will rejoice in the hope that they may be
the means of saving him from a repetition of disappointments and
annoyances occasioned by the habit of carelessness, or want of punc-
tuality, in others, '

The strength of evil habits is proverbial, especially when they are
not confined to individuals, but characterize a community, in which
the few are often constrained, against their better judgment, to conform
to the customs of the many. We all unite in complaining of the -
convenience—to use the mildest term—of- the habits above alluded to;
let us unite in suppressing them. Union is strength; common cause
should be made against 2 common nuisance. Letevery Odd Fellow, un-
influenced by the example of others, act up to his own moral perception
of his duty to the Order, to his neighbor, and to himself, and we shall
N0 Ionger{xear the excuse which is now so commonly made in our
Lodges—* What is the use of being punctual 2——No one else is s0.”

‘We are happy to turn from this disagreeable subject to a more
pleasing one, and to congratulate you upon the opering of your school, -
and upon your good fortune in having secured the services of a ta-
lented and active superintendent for it ; one whose high testimonials.
as ta character and abilities are such as to encourage you to trust your
children to his charge, with the confidence that, while their intellectual
powers are skilfully developed and cultivated, their moral training wilk
not be neglected. But we would urge, you to, remember, that only a
portion of the real work of education can be accomplished at scnool.
Unless the habits of regularity, order, and obediencé which are incul-
cated there be carried out at home ; unless parents act, as it wexe, as
assistants to the master; unless they foster those principles of xeligion
and sound morality, which are best nourished and called into exercise.
in the sphere of the domestic affections, and under the watchful su-
perintendence of a parent’s love—the teacher may be the means of
making the children learned ; but it will be beyond his ability, as far:
as human means are concerned, to render them virfuous members of
society.

Ed, O. F. M,
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ON THE ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION.

BY J. STEWART BROWNE, C. E.

THERE is, perhaps, no object which more urgently demands our at-
tention, in a rising community, and which is, at the same time, more
cominonly neglected than the education of the young. The causes of
this neglect are obvious ; the numerous calls upon the time and atten-
tion of settlers, the forming of new schemes, and entering into new
speculations, the great change from a regular life, iu an old established
* country, where the same rounds of duty and business recur day after
day, and year after year, with few variations, to a new mode of life
in a land Where every thing is yet to be done, and where the aspect of
affairs is continually changing,—all conspire, at first, to render it diffi-
cult for 2 new colonist to abstract his mind sufficiently from his all
engrossing cares, to reflect calmly upon the means for providing for
the moral and intellectual cultivation of bis children. Xven without
all these distractions, the population of a young colony have many
disadvantages to encounter, which can only be overcome by the utmost
energy and perseverance. We have not Lere, as at home, schools
prepared to our hand, to which, probably, children would be sent to
receive the rudiments of an education ; more, perhaps, because it is
customary, than from any decided conviction. on the part of the
parents, of the benefit to be derived from them ; nor have we the fos-
tering care of hundreds, who possess—some the will, some the talents,
and some the means, to promote the improvement of society by the
education of the young; but, on the other hand, the constant changes
that are taking place in the position and temporal circumstances of
the individuals who compose a young and flourishing community,
have also, as we shall proceed to shew, a beneficial influence in pro-
moting the spread of education. Among a people of old standing, if we
endeavour to impress upon a man of the uneducated classes the ad- 4
vantages his children would derive from education, he may very pro-
bably reply, that his son can get on without it, as he has done himself;
having the convictios that his position in society will be perpetuated
without change, from generation to generation. In a new colony,
however, the case is much altered. From the increase of population,
and the consequent tendency of all property to rise in.value, an open-
ing is created that does not exist in older countries; and there are, i
accordingly, numerous instances of the children of those, who, com-
mencing without property, have gone on steadily in their business, il
becoming eventually wealthy men, with new prospects and new duties, :
and often filling high offices in the country. Now, among what class o
of men, let me ask, is it that we hear the Joudest expression of regret,
at their want of education? It is most undoubtedly amoung thoss.
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