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Charity is a virtue to be esteemed and admired whenever it is dis-
played. The charitable man feels a pleasure in the good he imparts
to his fellow creatures ; he delights in the prospect of succouring the
needy, of relieving the wants of the worthy, and of carrying out the
intentions and the will of that beneficent and gracious being whose
very name is LOVE.

Love is the basis of true charity, and alms-giving is the fruit or re-
sult of love—for he alone is truly charitable who distributes of his
abundance out of love to his fellow-men, and gratitude to his Creator.
To succour the needy and to administer consolation to the distressed,
is not only our duty, but, I would add, our privilege. It is our duty,
not only for the benefit of the individual requiring our assistance, but
for the good of society ; and I cannot omit saying, that it is also for
our own interest. That it will be for the benefit of the individual (if
he be a worthy object of charity) is apparent; that it will be for the-
good of society is equally so; and that it will be for our own interest,
I think may be as readily admitted ; for, by rendering assistance in the
hour of need, we may be the means of making the individual an useful
member of the community, instead of allowing him to become perhaps
a discredit and disgrace to himself, and to those around him. We
also give him a stimulus o fresh exertion, and, by so doing, we afford
him essential service, and may hope to find our efforts crowned
with success. It is our privilege to be enabled to extend our aid
to the worthy and the upright; and that man may indeed be con-
sidered happy, who has the power as well as the will to exercise this
beautiful virtue. It has frequently been said, ¢ Where there is a will
there is a way,” but this is not at all times true; for, does he who,
bereft of the ability, yearns for the power to do good, possess less
willingness to be charitable than he who has ¢ enough and to spare 2”
Certainly not! but the little which he is enabled to part with is equally
accepted with the much the other has the means to bestow. ¢ The
inclination, without the ability, to do good, is more regarded than the
ability without the inclination.” And the charitable man, be he rich
or poor, will always experience a peace and a happiness of which he
can never be deprived.*

Man, as a social being, requires something to relieve his mind amid
the corroding cares and anxieties of life. A sad and thoughtful brow

* But I must guard myself against being supposed to have given my fullest
opinion of Charity. I bave here viewed it but in its minor sense and meaning,
viz :—Sympathy with and love to mankind, whereas I esteem it as the very
essence of the Almighty—for, “ God is love’’—and so intimately connected
with His Divine natare, that it is impossible that it can ever be separated from
it; cvery attribute of the Divinity centres in this, and nothing that God has
ever done, or can do, could or can be done without its aid; for Charity in its
Jargest extent of meaning is true, unbounded, and everlasting love, and the
mind becomes almost bewildered when it attempts to consider the extent to
which it has been and will be displayed. I refrained, therefore, from entering
into this part of the subject, from the fear that such a topic might be deemed
misplaced here, and also from the desire to say nothing on so important a point
that could be caught at by the sceptical or the infidel.—W. A. H.
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is not always the index of a mind best calculated for the business
matters of life; nor is the man of an ascetic disposition generaliy the
fittest to engage in them. By such men, social harmony may be
sought after with advantage as a means of exciting agreeable emo-
tions, and of dispelling gloomy imaginations.

By the term harmony, it is not intended to mean simply vocal me-
lody, but that placid, cheerful state of mind which springs from a con-
sciousness of inward rectitude, and from love towards, and sympathy
with, our fellow-creatures, and which gives vent to the fulness of its
benevolent feelings in the tonmes of melody and song; and in thus
cheering ourselves and others, we afford essential service by contri-
buting to each others comfort and happiness through the various Vi-
cissitudes of life. The harmony which flows from the heart, is that .
which alone finds its way Zo the heart, and from the enjoyment of such
social harmony of feeling and voice, we return with our hearts warmed
with the philanthropic principle of benevolence, at peace with our-
selves and with all the world, and with minds inspired with love,
friendship, and every other generous and social emotion which human
beings can with confidence welcome to their bosoms.

Thus I have endeavored to show the excellency of these several
virtues, and shall I say more to convince the reader of their worth—
to impress upon his mind the benefits that will result from a due
cultivation of them? Enough has, I trust, been said to show that
they will amply repay the cultivator—ibat they will yield him a su-
perabundant return, znd bless him with a teeming increase.

In conclusion, I venture to indulge a hope that each of my readers
may be blessed with the enjoyment of true friendship—may never be
dependent upon the charity of others, but ever ready to bestow his
own; and, while feelingly alive to the enjoyment of external melody,
may experience that inward harmony which springs from a conscience
void of offence towards God and towards men.

: I remain, Mr. Editor, yours, &c.,

W. A. H.
Adelaide Lodge.

EDUCATION IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
To the Editor of the Odd Fellows’ Magazine.

« Tt is education which stamps distinction, and makes onme man superior to
another.”’ ' ‘

Sir--

This quotation (from what source I do not remember) I once
heard used by my father, himself a scholar of the highest grade,—and

-

it has often rccurred to my memory since. »
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In England, education is becoming so general, that itis now almost
as unusual to find a poor man who cannot wrile, as it was a few years
ago to meet with one who could. We have left our home, but we are
still Englishmen. Our children may never see England, but they
are still Britons; and whether in the northern or in the southern he-
misphere, ought to possess British feelings and British intelligence.
They have the physical structure—they inherit the elastic minds and
the stubborn good sense of their forefathers, and it will be our own
fault if they have not the needful culture to place them on an equal
footing with those of their own rank at home. God has given them
soul and sense ; let them not have cause to blame their pareunts for
neglecting their education. :

This is a very serious consideration, and is not brought forward
unnecessarily. The state of education among the poorer classes at
home is the result of years of labor and expenditure We, who have
left, have the advantage of what may be termed a good start. There
are few, scarcely any, grown persous in the colony who cannot read,
write, and to someé extent, cypher. 1 fear the same cannot be said of
its rising generation. Many gentlemen of high classical and general
atltainments are suffering their children to grow up with far less edu-
cation than a decent shopkeeper at home would deem sufficient for his
son—this is a pity. I lament it mucb ; but this is not the evil I am
hoping to remedy. We can do without classical scholars; but in the
name of common decency, let.all our children—the future men and
women of the colony—read and write. That they will not be enabled
to do so, unless some active and immediate steps are taken, a very little
enquiry will convince any one. We are literally running back into
the dark ages, and, instead of advancing in civilisation, are receding.

The establishment of a school under our own Society will go far to
remedy the evil, and I trust it will receive the warmest support. Let
parents remember that no wealth or worldly success can compensate
for the want of instruction in youth, and that a child may live to curse
the memory of a father who has left him riches without the education
to support his position; encumbering him with the means, without
bestowing upon him the acquirements, of a gentleman. g

I throw these hasty remarks together, with the hope of calling the
attentien of our brethren to the importance of the subject. They
must remember that no time is to be lost——they must remember that
he who is now the pretty, lisping, prattling boy, may (if left to him-
self) shortly become the vulgar, ignorant, and contemptible man ; that
the sweet little girl who can just climb upon her father’s knee to kiss
him, and to add her angel benediction to her affectionate “good night,”
may, without care anc culture, become the slauternly, the useless, and
possibly even the profligate woman; and who will be to blame? The
Almighty who gave them reason and beauty P—No; for he gave also
to their parents the power of improving his gifts. Old England ?—
Surely not; she did her duty when she taught the parents, who must

blame themselves alone, if they deny the same advantage to their chil-
dren.
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Brother Odd Fellows, let me call upon you seriously to think of-
this; and even if the colonists in general continue to neglect a duty
so important, let our children be exceptions. Let them, when asked
the question, *“Can you read ?”—reply with honest pride and flashing

eye, * Of course I can : MY FATHER Was aN Opp FeLrow !”
I remain, Mr. Editor, yours, &c.,

' . Epwarp WILLiaAM ANDREWS.
Hope Lodge.

STANZAS.

The City fair of Adelaide,
How beautiful she stands

In the midst of smiling corn fields,—
The queen of southern lands!

Her flocks ten thousand fleeces give,
Her herds spread through the land;

Her whales with oil reward the toil
Of many a gallant band.

Soon will her terraced hills be scen
Empurpled with their vines,—
Those teeming hills will soon reveal

The treasures of their mines!

The perfume of her orange bowers,
Borne on light zephyr’s wing,

Shall blend with scent of thousand flowers,—
Sweet children of the spring. )

And she has, too, her olive trees,
Her citron, and her lime,

And the rich fruits the tropics yield,
Or Britain’s colder clime.

And she has blessings greater far
Than each, than all afford,—

Her temples to the living God,
And teachers of his Word.

AN Opp Frrrow.
Hope Lodge, Nov. 21, 1843,
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OPENING OF THE ODD FELLOWS’ SCHOOL.

Ox Easter Monday, the eighth instant, the Brothers of the Order of
Odd Fellows of the Manchester Unity assembled in considerable
numbers at the Odd Fellows’ Hall in Byron Place, and, after a few
preliminary arrangements, walked in procession, with banners flying
and insignia of the order displayed, round Light-square to the building
lately occupied as a Roman Catholic Chapel, which has been taken by
the officers of the Order for a school and district committee room.
The order of the procession was as follows :—

Tyler of the Hope Lodge ;—banner ;—schoolmaster, Mr. Disher;
—sixty children, two and two ;—tyler of the Adelaide Lodge ;—Bro-
thers of the Order, two and two ;—N. G. of the Hope Lodge ;—Dis-
trict Officers.

After arriving at the school-room, Provincial Grand Master Jones,
who had been voted into the chair, briefly addressed the assembled
Brothers and friends of the Order on the subject of the meeting. It
was hardly necessary, he said, to repeat what was so generally known
already—that they had met for the purpose of opening a school in
connexion with the Order. Deeply impressed as he was himself with
a sense of the value of education, and of the beneficial influence
which a well conducted school, such as that about to be opened, would
have in disseminating useful knowledge, he would leave it to others,
better qualified than himself, to enter more fully into the subject. He
then called upon Brother J. G. Nash, N. G. of the Hope Lodge.

Brother Nash had been requested to say a few words to the com-
pany assembled on the occasion. He should comply most literally
with the request, and not occupy the time of persons more capable
than himself of addressing them. He need not say how rejoiced he
was at the opening of a school in this city under the auspices of the
Odd Fellows of ‘the Manchester Unity ; and he ias sure he need not
dwell on the advantages to be derived from a liberal education, for
they were generally known, and universally admitted. Education,
indeed, was an object of so much importance, that there was scarcely
a language throughout the world which did not contain a word sig-
nifying it. The most perfect statue did not differ more from the
rude block, than did the highly educated man differ from the unin-
structed one. The chisel of Praxitiles never effected more wonders
on the one, than the chisel of education is able to affect on the other.
When he saw amongst the children before him, the bright counte-
nances beaming with intellect, the strong indication of great natural
abilities, requiring only the fostering care of an enlightened master to
assist in developing them, he rejoiced to learn that such a master had
kindly consented to superintend the Odd Fellows’ school. Mr. Disher,
the gentleman to whom he alluded, independently of being a good
English scholar, possessed no ordinary classical attainments. He

R
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(Brother Nash) had inspected his tesfimonials, and they were most
flattering. He believed Mr. Disher to be a very clever man himself,
and well qualified to make the children entrusted to his charge clever
also. But all the responsibility did not rest with the master—the pa-
rents had very important duties also to perform. To them he had one
well known maxim to repeat—that ¢ knowledge is power;” power for
good, or power for evil ; and he would impress upon the parents be-
fore him, that whilst the master at school was teaching line upon
line, they should inculcate precept upon precept at home ; that whilst
the minds of the children became imbued with learning, religious
principles should be instilled into their hearts; and that, simultaneously
with their growth in stature and in worldly wisdom, should be their
increase in the knowledge, the fear, and the love of God.

Brother White being called upon, observed that no doubt their pre-
sent meeting would attract general observation, and would direct
public attention to the praiseworthy object which had brought them
together. He dzd think, that if one good work could claim precedence
over all others arising from purely philanthropic principles, it must be
that in which they were now engaged; for in its very nature it carried
out the principles which Odd Feliowship inculcated ; and at the same
‘time that it manifested its present utility, it encouraged them to look
forward with hepe to the future good which must necessarily accrue
from the efforts of the Order. The contemplated object of their
meeting to-day was to open a school founded on the plan organised
by their committee, and which appeared to him (Brother White) to
be indispensable, if they wished their children to keep pace with those
of the mother country. The latter had for a long time past enjoyed
every possible facility for their moral and intellectual improvement ;
and he was proud to observe, that education was beginning to be an
object of concern on this side of the Atlantic also, and that the colo-
nists were beginning to arouse themselves from that state of stupor
into which too many of them had sunk, satisfying themselves for their
neglect of the education of their children with the excuse that in-
struction was to be purchased at too dear a rate. He (Brothr White)-
had heard it stated at a late public meeting, that the poor black natives
were better instructed than the whites. It grieved him to hear such
a statement ; for though he would rejoice in the thought that the na-
tives were advancing in the knowledge of their degraded position in
this life, and were acquiring a knowledge of a future inheritance be-
yond the grave, yet, were he the father of a family, he thought he
would look at the hills and plains, the fisheries and the copper mines,
of this his adopted land, and say—* There are riches enough, and
more than enough, for ten thousands more than myself to enjoy ; but
if my children grow up uninstructed, the next generation will resemble
the aborigines; and although I may accumulate riches, they will not
have capacities for enjoying them.”—The thought would be appal-
ling. Now, to obviate these fearful consequences, the committee had
adopted the only legitimate means in their power to keep alive the
blessings of civilised life, and to promote the knowledge of the Lord
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