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« Qur laws are good, our precepts truly pure—
Hope is our beacon, our success is sure;
Triendship we cherish, and our minds improve—
- Truth is our motto, and our bond is love ;
. Well may the world imagine we are odd—
We love our neighbour, and we love our God.”

BrorEER ODD FELLOWS—We present ourselves before youas a living
snstance of the truth of the adage, that “it is much more easy to preach
than to practise;”’—for after having, in our last address, endeavored to
impress upon you the advantages of punctuality, and the evils of a
habit of procrastination, we have ourselves neglected to practise the
one, and have indolently yielded to the influence of the other; and
having put off till the last moment the performance of our duty to the
Magazine, and to you, we are utterly at a loss how to save our credit,
and to malke up for our neglect. There is one subject which cannot fail
to excite an interest in the mind of every Odd Fellcw, and upon
which, did time permit, we would gladly expatiate, however feeble
might be our efforts to do it justice ; we mean the principles and pro-
gress of Odd Fellowship. That which we have neither time nor
ability to accomplish in a manner satisfactory ‘either to you or fo our-
selves, is, however, fortunately done for us in an excellent article on
the subject, which appeared in the fifth number of the Odd TFellows’
Quarterly Magazine® (January, 1843), published at Manchester, from
which we gladly avail ourselves of the following extracts :—

¢« The Independent Order of (ydd Fellows, is an Institution pe-
culiarly adapted for, and inestimably useful to, the working classes of
this great kingdom. .

«By the ‘working classes’ should be understood, not merely those
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who perform daily labour for hire, whether in the field, the shop, or
the ruill: but with vhem all that vast and important portion of the
community, whose maintenance depends upon the continuance of their
hezlth, and the demand for their personal exertions. To them all it
affords the two great advantages which above all others they want,—
I mean a sure resource in the season of sickness and adversity, and a
protection against that most degrading and humbling of all afflictions
—pauperism. This is the grand bulwark and pride of the Order;
this the cause of its almost incredible progress and success.

«Tt is quite worthy to be remembered that none of the means which
are usually resorted to by public institutions, have been employed by
the Order to force its claims and impress its advantages upon the
atiention of the world. Not a single public lecturer has been com-
missioned to travel through the country and plead its cause, and ‘to
agitate, as the phrase is, in its behalf- No newspaper has been got
up and pushed into notoriety and circulation by its friends, for the
purpose of disseminating its principles, or recommending it to notice ;
and of the newspaper press of the country, nothing has been sought
or obtained further than the insertion of a passing paragraph, such as
a mention of the opening of a new Lodge, a procession, or a funeral.
Of the leading metropolitan daily and even weekly press the extraor-
dinary fact may be recorded, that of the existence of a body in this
kingdom so numerous, so powerful, and so excellent, they seem to be
utterly ignorant; and, while they dwell with great gusto, and at great
length, upon the writhings of an opera dancer, or the details of a gin-

. shop squabble, a man may read for years the Twmes or the Chronicle,
the Standard or the Globe, and never find out that the Order of Cdd
Fellows, comprising 300,000 members, pervading the whole kingdom,
and associated for the best of purposes, exists in Great Britain. of
the reviews and magazines which teem monthly and quarterly from %
the prolific press, in town and country (with the single exception of ..
this), not one has noticed the Order either in praise or censure. And
svhat is still more remarkable, of all the book-making tourists who
parade the length and breadth of the land, noting and describing with
appalling minuteness every person, thing and scene that has the mis-
fortune to be subjected to their notice—from York Minster to a
dovecote—irom the splendour of a royal levée, to the humours of a
village feast—none has stumbled upon the Order of Odd Fellows, nor,
so far as I have ever heard, observed or recorded its existence. So
that to none of the common modes which other associations use for
the purpose of making converts, or increasing their numbers, is the
amazing prosperity of Odd Fellowship to be ascribed.

¢«To what other cause, then, can it be rationally attributed, but to
the moral influence which the Order exercises upon its own members
in the first instance, and through them upon society at large—to the
intrinsic excellence of its own organization, and its perfect adaptation to
the wants and condition of the people? And so long as its constitu-
tion remains unaltered, and its officers faithful, it is fair to believe that
ro external power or influence of man can impair its prosperity, or
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diminish its usefulness. Admirable and beneficent as Odd Fellowship
is, it presents, however, no exception to the general rule that nothing
is so good but that it may be misunderstood, misrepresented, or ca-
lumniated. Ignorance, and prejudice, and, still worse, envy and male-
volence, are always busy in undervaluing or defaming the great, the

wise, the generous and the good. It is true of institutions as of per-
sons, that

“Wherever merit shines,
There haggard malice hatches base designs;
Spouts forth her venom, to o’erwhelm with shame
The rising brightness of a noble name;
Sullies with envious mud the robe of white,
And darts her slanders at the child of light.””

And thus I have even heard it charged upon Odd Fellowship, that it
is an ¢mmoral Institution. This is a grave accusation, and requires a
grave refutation.

“We proceed, therefore, to assert, and to offer undeniable proof,
not only that Odd Fellowship is nof an tmmoral, but that it is an
eminently moral Institution ; moral in its obligations, in its tendency,
and in its results ;—that it discountenances all those vices and crimes
with which men are apt to disgrace themselves; and that it inculcates,
encourages, and enforces the practice of those virtues which elevate
the character, and promote the happiness of mankind.

«It should be premised in the first place that it is not a religious
Institution ; nor was it established for strictly religious purposes.
With the solemn affairs between every man’s conscience and his God
it does not presume to interfere. Recognizing His existence, His
wisdom, and His boundless mercy, it inculcates upon all the duty of
worshipping and serving him, without dictating the form or commu-
nion in which it is to be done; although at certain times the various
Lodges attend divine service in the national church, to offer the sacri-
fice of prayer and praise, and to hear the ‘words of eternal lLife.

. Beyond this Odd Fellowship does not go. Religious topics are for-
bidden at all meetings, and properly so, for they would too frequently
result in irreverence or disputes.

“Towards the reigning monarch and the government of the country
are enjoined loyalty, obedience, and respect. The first of the general
laws runs thus :—“That this fraternity be called ‘The Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, of the Manchester Unity,” whose object shall
be to assist every brother who may apply through sickness, distress,
or otherwise, if 4e be well attached to the Queen and Government, and
faithful to the Order.” As it is not strictly a religious, so is Odd
Fellowship in no sense a political Institution; but, requiring loyalty
to the Queen and obedience to the laws, she excludes from her L.odges
all political questions, and suffers not the bitterness of party spirit to
enter her peaceful habitations ; by no means imitating those pure and
zealous patriots who, under various names and different leaders, take
little account of the welfare of the country, so that their party can be ser-
<ed and its interests promoted. And is it not pleasant that in these days
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of almost incessant agitation, and clash of opinions, there should exist
some neutral ground where men may sit at rest, undisturbed by either?

“QOn the relative duties of men the precepts of Odd Fellowship are
founded ; indeed identical with those of ¢the unerring standard of di-
vine truth.” Peace, temperance, humility ; deference and respect to
superiors; to inferiors condescension and kindness ; charity and good-
will to all men ; these are the requirements of the Order,—and surely
the microscopic eye of malevolence itself can hardly detect immorality
in any of the obligations referred to. It may indeed be inquired if
this be 7ot a moral Institution,—nay, if it be not morality itself, where
is morality to be found? Are we to seek for it, if we cannot find it
here, among those who traduce the best institutions, either because
they do not understand, or are determined to oppose them 2 I their
candour and fair dealing are to be taken as specimens of all their moral
virtues, the character of the rest may be easily conjectured.

«T.o0k next to the fendency of Odd Fellowship, and judge candidly
whether it is méral or not. 'There are many who object lustily to the
Tiolding of meetings at public houses; but where else, generally speak-
ing, could they be held? There are those who at their snug whist
club, or in their carpeted room, with their friends around them, and
their bottle of wine or spirits before them, gravely shake their heads
at the enormity of the poor man’s pipe and mug of beer in his Lodge-
room, after a hard week’s work. But this singular feeling does not
meet with general approbation and sympathy. And there are those
who cast it in our teeth that some Odd Fellows, after the Lodge is
closed, spend their time and their money in intemperance and excess.
But these we hope and believe are few, and their conduct is wrong.
But is this a part of the system, or is it to be charged upon £ as a
crime ? Amazing, indeed, are the peculiarities of taste and discri-
mination evinced by critics of this description ! If they wanted to
make a fair estimate of the morality of Great Britain, they would
examine with attentive curiosity the precincts of Newgate, and “ the
records of the good old Bailey !” 1f they wanted to give a good de-
scription of a city, they would search for materials among its sinks,
its sewers, and its dunghills.

¢ A fler all, it is contended not that Odd Fellowshipis a perfect, but
that it is a moral and useful Institution. Perfection is nota plant of
British growtz. No body of men, however high, noble, wise, or good,
professes that all its members are perfect. The court, the camp, the
chureh, the lords, the commons, the bench, and the bar, abounding as
they all do with the greatest and best of men, yet contain within their
pale individuals who disgrace themselves, and discredit their order. And
yet men do not therefore pretend to say that the fendency of these insti-
tutions is immoral and bad. And is it, then, to be said of an Order in-
finitely more numerous than any of these, comprising bandreds of thou-
sands of men, of all ranks, of all grades of intelligence, education, and
habit, that because some few are to be found among its vast numbers
who act irregularly and wickedly, that therefore it is a bad Institution,
and of an evil tendency P As well may 1t be argucd, that because
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there are spots in the suw, it is on that account a bad sun, and should
at once be extinguished. Is not that a moral society which teaches
its members to avoid the incalcalable evils of pauperism —which che-
rishes in their breasts the principles of self-respect and self-depend-
ance—which impresses and compels the admirable lesson of prudent
forethought, and prospective provision against seasons of sickness, dis-
tress, and adversity, which befal most men at some time or other?
Have not legislators and writers on moral and political philosophy,
while they have extolled such sentiments as the greatest blessing
whicli the working classes could entertain, perplexed and puzzled
themselves in vain with plans and methods to disseminate them, and
bring them into practical operation among the great mass of the peo-
ple? And yet here is an association which, by the aid of the most
simple machinery, without any intermeddling with religious ethics,
or party politics, steadily, quietly, and effectually carries them out to
an extent which can hardly be Delieved ; —which spends thousands and
thousands of pounds, of their own money, in relieving the wants and
distresses of their brethren. And yet it is a question whether Odd
Fellowship is s moral Institution ! .

«But it does more than this. Of all the occupations in which
man can be engaged, what can be no more calculated to soften the
heart, humanise the character, and elevate the mind, than the frequent
contemplation, with @ ziew to their relief, of the sufferings and sor-
rows of our fellow-creatures ?

«The extent to which the beneficence of the Order amounts is a
sum far greater than many can possibly imagine. There are now in
existence more than three thousand three hundred and twenty Lodges
in connection with it. Supposing, what we believe to be very much
below the reality, that each 1.odge spends upon the average only thirty
pounds annually in the relief of its distressed members, this would
give a total of the amazing sum of one hundred and nine thousand
six hundred pounds expended every year by the Order, in the work
of benevolence and love! And good evidence is this of the active
and practical morafity of the Institution.

“Such are the obligations, and such the Zendency of Odd Fellow-
ship. It remains that we should consider the resulfs of both; and
then we can come to a decision whether the members of the Order
are moral, or not. Look first at their numbers. When this paper
is published, I feel confident that it will extend to 300,000 individuals.
But on this important subject I will offer neither conjectures nor
theories, but facts, plain, ascertained facts, those ‘sturdy chiels that
cannot be disputed ; and as the document to which I am about to re-
fer was dated three quarters of a year ago, I will under-rate the num-
ber then returned at two hundred thousand. Theu you have this
vast number of men, not selected from the educated and polite classes
of society, but chiefly consisting of working people ; not situated iu
some quiet and retired district, remote from the bustle and temptations
of busy life, but spread through townand country over the whole kingdom
—though the greater proportion, perhaps, in the largest manufacturing
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