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We saw thee fell the forest tree,
While new-made echoes ring ;

Or range the untrodden earth, as free
As wild-birds on the wing:

We saw thy hut amidst the wild—
Thy dcar domestic hearth—

And, while the Ylazing logs were piled,
Heard the loud voice of mirth.

Oh! in those hours of brief repose,
When care and toil remove,

Does thy heart faithful turn to those
‘Who follow thee with love 2

They often still, as years go round,
Point to thy vacant place,—

And miss, when social joys go round,
Thy dear familiar face.

And oft at summer eve, when, drest
In crimson and in gold,

The sun descending in the west,
Another day hath told,—

We point our children’s wondering gaze,
To his departing beam,

And tell them that his morning rays
Round thee in glory stream.

These lines of love I lightly breathe,
Winged on the winds shall fly ;

But half the year its round must weave
Before they reach thine eye.

Yes! that bright sun this day I saw,
High in our azure free,—

Now gilds thy cottage roof of straw—
A mighty traveller he !

Meet emblem of that Power Divine,
Whose eye the world surveys,

Who sends to earth’s remotest clime
His soul-reviving ays.

_ Full on thy hearl’s necessities
' May this blest radiance pour,
Cheering when age shall o’er thee creep—
Gilding thy final hour!

And oh! in that bright, far-off land,
When life’s brief toils are o’er,

May we unite our scattered band
Where partings are no more !
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

| Tae MacazINE COMMITTEE, although anxious to give full opportunity to their
Brothers, and to the public, for the discussion of all matters relative to Odd
Fellowship, and other proper subjects, must be considered as in no wise pledg-
ing the ““ORDER,” or themselves, to any opinions which their Correspondents
may express under this department of the Magazine.]

To the Editor of the Odd Fellows Magazine.

S1r—As the subject of the use of intosicating liquors at the Lodge
meetings of the Order, is attracting the attention of the thinking part
of the brethren of the South Australian District generally, I take the
liberty of giving you the result of what little experience I have ac-
quired during the few months I have had the pleasure of belonging to
the young but thriving Lodge here. We are told that many of the
best and wisest of mankind have been taken for Odd Fellows; would
not many more of the wise and virtuous of our colonists belong to us,

-were the practice of the brethren more in accordance with the pre-
cepts of the Order? I know many men who would be ornaments to
our Lodge, and would immediately join us, were the practice of con-
viviality abandoned. And what possible benefit can be derived from, ox
what necessity is there for, the use of intoxicating liquors, during the
short period of our Lodge meetings 2 'We frequently, during pressing
business, abstain from refreshment of every description ; and where-
fore should we not exercise a little self-denial in this case, from whence
so much good would (in my humble opinion), result.

I observe in the report of the Grand Lodge of the United States,
publishied in the Odd Fellows’ Quarterly Magazine, of July, 1838,
< that amongst the improvements to the Order required by a decent re-
spect _for the opintons of mankind in America, they have abolished all
convivial practices at Lodge meetings, and have succeeded in disembar-
rassing the Order from all extraneous customs, not strictly auziliary
fo its benevolent purposes—since then, ot has rivited the esteen of the
virtuous, and augmeénted the numbers of the brethren almost tneredibly.”

If our American brothers can give us such an encouraging report of
their exertions, should we not endeavour to follow such a laudable ex-
ample; and,depend uponit, a like favorable result would be our reward.

Although we have stringent regulations against drunkenness, 1
have seen instances of brethren (labouring under excitement produced
by stimulants used in the Lodge room), causing much interruption
and delay to business, by speechifying on subjects altogether foreign
%o that in hand. Should there be any office bearer in the Lodge in-
capable of delivering his charges to the brethren -without previously
fortifying himself with alcohol, I consider the sooner such officer va-
cates his seat, the better for the welfare of the Lodge.

1 remain, Mr. Editor, yours fraternally,

ALIQUIS.

Victoria Lodge, Port Adelaide, June, 1844.
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To the Ptlitor of the Odd Fellows Mungazine.

S1r—I have long hailed with heart-felt satisfaction my good fortune,
and esteemed myself happy in being associated with the Order of Odd
Fellows; a connection which it will always be to me a proud pleasure
to acknowledge. But, sir, the grounds upon which our high estimate
of the value of the Institution 1s fixed, in order to be rightly appre-
ciated, ought 1o be fully understood by the world around us; the effect
of which, I am sure, must be to add largely to our already vastly and
widely spreading cause.

I have been led to these remarks, prefatory as they are, from read-

ing the article in your April number, signed “W. A. H.,” and headsd
¢ Friendship, Charity, and Harmony;” and, although you tell us you
are not pledged to the sentimeats of your correspondents, I feel quite
sure you wish to make yourlittle work the vehicle of correct notions
as to the character of our Order, its object, and aims, as well as of the
principles it is desirous to inculcate; and when I state that, in my
opinion, the article referred to is calcalated to injure and mislead, ra-
ther than to help the truly benevolent cause its author professes to ad-
vocate, you will forgive this intrusion upon your notice.

With your correspondent’s sentiments, as to the nature and value
of friendship, so far as they go, T have no wish to quarrel, aud shall
therefore only observe that it is the object of our Order to instil into
the minds of its members a love of friendship from man to man
upon far higher grounds than those taken by «W, A, H, ;"—-princip]e;
being laid down, which lead us to regard each other not merely as
social, but as accountable beings, whose destinies in another, are ma-
terially affected by our conduct in this, world.

But, sir, I feel it incnmbent upon me here to state, that vour cor-
respondent has been led into a serious error (the publication of which

{ cannot but regret), when he undertakes to explain the nature of that
harmony which constitutes one of the great links by which our once
little bands, now fast becoming thousands, are bound together.

Your correspondent says that men of gloomy ascetic dispositions
(of course being Odd Fellows), may seek relief, as well as moral fit-

ness for the discharge of their duty and engagements, in what he calls
social harmony, the nature of which he explains by telling us that it
is a calm and placid disposition, arising from an i_n-d;ellinv con-
sciousness of rectitude, and which, he says, vents itself in the voice of
melody and song, the effect of which is to send us home—eood Odd
Fellows as we are—under its inspiration, full of all that is soocial, and
generous, and good. Now, sir, all this may appear at first sight verv
pretty, but it is, I unhesitatinglv declare, false in its prem?ses and
conclusions, unscriptural in the doctrine it teaches, and dancerous to
the interests of our common cause. Whoever heard, with all the
good order kept in the Lodges, when, after the business of the evening
is closed, some of our brethren think proper to devote the remainine
part to conviviality, song-singing, and what is miscalled harmony—{z
whoever heard, 1 say, of cur brethren, or indeed of anv man breath-
X
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ing, having been made more fit for the duties of life, and for fulfilling
them with more benefit to himself, or with increased benefit to his
fellow-mzen, from having spent the evening previous in such engage-
ments those referred to. '

Peace and placidity of mind, indeed I—taught by yeur correspon-
dent to flow from conscious rectitude; the self-righteous sentiment
falls before the truth of the New Testament, which teaches us that we
possess nothing but that which we have received, and leads us to re-
gard Odd Fellowship, in common with any other Institution having
for its object the relief of human wretchedness and woe, as emanating
from an all-wise and changelessly kind Creator, and ourselves as but
the instruments in his hands. Yes, sir; the luxury of doing good is not
derivable from any such notions as your correspondent states, but from
a humble and grateful sense of a Creator’s goodness, in making use of
us in decreasing the amount of sorrow brought into our world by sia.

I remain, Mr. Editor, &e.,
Adelaide Lodge. L.W.

LOYALTY AND LOVE.

LETTER 1.

To the Editor of the Odd Fellows Magazine.

S1r—1In trying to recommend Odd Fellowship to others, we ought
to be able and willing to answer any objections which educated and
enlightened men may bring against it. If our principles are pure
and amiable, unbiassed examination cannot weaken, but will tend
most materially to strengthen our position. Butto surround ourselves
with the cloak of secrecy, and to indicate to those who are making en-
quiries, that we are in possession of some fountain whose waters will
purify the leper who joins us, is sufficient to make reasoning men re-
ject our pretensions as absurd, and treat the Order with contempt.
Mystery and secrecy are often the concomitants of delusion or wicked-
ness: and it is from a perfect conviction that mystery is no part of
our system, that I have been led to put these remarks on paper.

1 have heard it objected, that, though we profess certain principles
— Friendship, Love, and Truth,—and thovgh we profess it to be our
duty to support our sick brethren, and promote education among their
children—in fine, though we profess to fear God, honor the King,
and do as we would have others do to us, we proceed upon a wrong
rule of duty, and a wrong motive of action, in so far as we do so be-
cause we are Odd Fellows ; that, as the test of every action must be
the motive from which it proceeds, we are substituting an artificial
and sectarian motive for one which is unalterable and universal.

Such is the substance of the objection which I have heard urged,
and it is an objection which, if founded on a true statement of the
case, would be, in my opinion, most decisive against Odd Fellowship.

Tn answer to this objection, 1 must explain what Odd Fellowship
really is, and the explanation will carry the answer to the objection.

The system of Odd Fellowship is, essentially, that of a benefit so-
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giety. A certain number of individuals, anxious to provide against
the time of sickness, resolve to form themselves into a society, where,
by depositing a few pence of their weekly earnings, a fand may be
established which will enable the society to support in comiert, and
provide with medical atiendance, any member who may become sicik.
They further resolve —that no one shall be admitted into their society
whose character for uprightness and integrity is not vouched,and who,
on entering, does not profess certain principlas, and promise to abide
by certain rules, which the society think right. '

In order to this, enquiries must be made into the private character
of applicants for admission; and, as the result of these enquiries
must be laid before the Liodge, it becomes absolutely necessary that a
pledge of secresy be given by those who are admiited to the delibera-
tions of the soclety. The propriety of this is self-evident to every
one, as the object is to prevent rancor and ill-will, when anything is
stated which induces us to refuse admission to an applicant.

Again, the society is composed of a number of individuals, each of
whom has an equal voice in the management of the funds, and in the
admission or rejection of applicants; but in order to prevent any
one from having a voice in the affairs of the Order, or having a
claim to any of its benefits, who has not been punctual in his in-
stalments, the society have adopted a system of pass-words and signs,
which are changed every three months, as no oae is allowed to be
longer in arrears than that time. On the first night of every quarter,
the office-bearers alone know the signs and pass-word, and the mem-
bers, as they come to the door, are not admitted till the books have
been examined ; if they are found correct on the books, they are ad-
mitted, and the pass-word is privately communicated to them; but they,
in their turn, are not allowed to reveal it to any other member.

Such is the explanation of our mysteries and secrets. We are
bound to secresv in the Liodge, because private character is there en-
quired into ; and we have a system of pass-words and signs changing
quarterly, merely as a guard against persons voting who have not paid
their subseriptions. This latter system has been adopted as adrairably
adapted to secure the end in view, and, at the same time, to save some
members from the painful duty of asking others to pay their arrears,
and also to save these from the annoyance of being asked for their
subscriptions.

In our system, our Lodges are not isolated bodies independent of
all others ; we are all united in our objects and in our rules, and we
have a brotherly claim upon, and are bound to afford brotherly assistance
to, members of all other Liodges of the Manchester Unity in whatever 1
part of the world. To prevent imposition a certain system is adopted,
secret indeed, but still having our pecaliar objects in view, namely—
That those, and those only, should receive our assistance who have
subscribed to our funds, and agreed to abide by our rules.

1 would finish this letter by stating that we profess reverence to
God, loyalty, and philanihropy, not because we are Odd Fellows, but : !
because these principles are right. E. i
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LOCAL NEWS.
[CONMUNICATED BY W. A, HUGHES, C. 8.]

MupaL To Prov. GRAND MAsTER THOMAS JoNES.—The members
of the Order in this Pro¥ince will, we doubt not, be pleased to hear
that our Provincial Grand Master, Mr. Thomas Jones, has had a very
handsome silver star medal, with a gold centre (value six pounds),
presented to him by the Adelaide Lodge. When we consider the
tinge and attention which the worthy Brother has devoted to the inte-
rests of Odd Fellowship ever since its establishment in this colony,
and the continual round of duties which he has been called upon to
perform, either in Lodge or District—fcr it appears he has been in
one office or another successively from the time the Order dates its
existence in South Australia,—we are sure our brethren at large will
rejoice with us to find that such services have not been forgotten by
those who have received, and who have now in so gratifying a mannex
acknowledged them. :

The artist is our old friend Brother Bock, of Unley, and formerly
of Hindley-street, ably assisted by Mr. Deane, at present of Mount
Barker, engraver; and the execution of the medal certainly reflects
upon them very great credit—indeed, we were scarcely aware we had
a jeweller and engraver of such abilities. The arms of the Order of
0dd Fellowship are beautifully executed, and the gold centre-piece sets
them off to great advantage. We can confidently recommend both Mr.
Bock and Mr. Deane to parties who may want jewelling and engraving
done with neatness and elegance.

We regret that we are unable to present our readers with a repre-
sentation of the external radii of the medal—the handsome gold plate
of which bears the following inscription :—¢ Independent Order of
0dd Fellows, South Australia.—Presented to Provincial Grand Master
Thomas Jones, by the Adelaide Lodge, No. 3,014, as & token of re-
spect for his valuable services, as one of the officers and founders of
that Lodge, June, 1844.”

On the obverse are the arms of the Order (which, for the benefit of
the uninitiated, we shall describe), within a shield, exhibiting on the
right side an hour-glass, to show the fleeting nature of time, and the
uncertainty of things here below ; under which is a bee-hive, with the
bees busily preparing and laying up a winter’s store, an example to
us to prepare for the winter of life, and finally, for quiuing this earthly
tenement for one of eternal duration. On the left side we have the
cross-keys, by the aid of which, if judiciously used,—we speak in a
figure, but a figure which pourtrays truth—the members are enabled
to lock and unlock the secrets of Odd Fellowship ; and, immediately
balow, she lamb, persuading us by its ewn gentleness to be compas-
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