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a friend, the time-worn and narrow stair-case of some ancient mansion,
which creaked and seemed likely to give way at every tread, and pre-
cipitate us to the bottom. It was deep night as we attained the sum-
mit and entered a spacious apartment, as we conjectured by the hol-
low sounding of our steps. The faint sighing of the wind through
the deserted mansion, was presently succeeded by a low distant rum-
bling and monotonous sound, first scarcely discernible, but increasing
every moment. Footsteps were heard below, and tramp, tramp, they
came up the echoing stair-case. We soon perceived two youths,
each bearing in one hand a torch, whose long tapering flame served
but to shew more distinctly the gloom of the place. They bore be-
tween them a coffin—whose weight they did not appear to feel—fol-
lowing us into the room, in which was visible nothing but decay,
desolution, and ruin; the trembling motion of the boards, and the rever-
berating sound from below, indicated that we must be over some deep
abyss or yawning gulf. Without appearing to regard us, they slowly
placed the coffin upon the ground, and while one stood at its foot and
held the flaming torches aloft, the other, opening a small volume, be-
gan to read in a low smothered voice the burial service for the dead,
in the Latin tongue. But what mouldering form of mortality was in
the cofin? A deadly fear came over us as we put to ourselves this
question. Why were we thus chief—thus only mouruers in this awful
ceremony 2 The service was ended, the coffin remaining untouched,
and the voice of the reader sunk into silence. 'We now for the first
time observed the antiquated dress of the youtbful officiates. After
a pause of some minutes, which seemed in the state of our feelings a
world of time, the torch-bearer handing one flickering brand to his
assistant, slowly stooped down and raised the lid of the coffin. With
straining eyes we bent forward, and there, wrapped in the snow-white
mantle of the grave, lay the lovely and unfortunate Mary Stuart, the
Queen of the Scots! the bride of the magnificent but impotent Darn-
ley, while lured to soft repose in the arms of the ill-fated Rizzio,—the
spouse of the haughty, tyrannical, and licentious Bothwell, and the
beloved of the noble and generous Douglas. Here lay the rival of
the high-soul’d, but jealous Elizabeth,—she, who was one day wor-
shipped as the sovereign of her people, for whom thousands fought
and bled, on the next doomed to an ignominicus death, and sunk
below the meanest of ber subjects! But it was evident that the mar-
ble brow, now clammy with the hues of death, had never been under
the dreaded axe of the executioner. As we gazed, we could fancy
that we saw the hideous worm of corruption, already rioting among
those clustering locks—the pride of woman—the last relic of frail
mertality, that quits her even in the tomb. At this moment a wild
and unearthly cry seemed to arise all around us, and the crumbling
walls shook to their foundation. I awoke to sudden consciousness— 1
the dismal sound still ringing in my ears. It was repeated by my friend '-
from the bottom of the hiil, at the back of the cottage, who informed

me that * dinner was ready, and that the cherry-pie was about to be
taken out of the oven.”
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REMARKS ON ODD FELLOWSHIP.

BY THE EDITOR.

[RE-PRINTED FROM THE ‘‘REGISTER®’ NEWSPAPER.]

SociETIES in which a number of men combine their money, their ex-
ertions, and their energies, for a common cause, are so important, and
become frequently so powerful, whether for good or evil, that too great
care can never be exercised either in joining them, or in forwarding
their particular objects. A gigantic combination for a bad purpose,
may become a public pest, and, in a like degree, may one whose end
is good, become a public benefit. Therefore, while every good and
prudent man should avoid joining the former, he will, on investigation,
support the latter. To those who have not become Odd Fellows,
these remarks are principally addressed, and the writer’s hope is to
show them that the Society is good, that its objects are benevolent,
and that they will do well to enlist under its banners.

The name of the Society has been its principle disadvantage, and
the writer is willing to confess that his own attachment to, or even
endurance of one which is, at least eccentric, if not positively silly,
has arisen only from its association with the rules and principles of
the Order. Highly respecting these he has insensibly tolerated, and
at length even began to like the name—and it is at any rate, a mattexr
of no great consequence.

The proper light in which to look upon an Odd Fellow’s Lodge, is,
simply, that of a well-ordered and extensive benefit society, in which
a number of persons club together a small portion of their weekly
earnings to form a general fund for the relief of contributors in time
of adversity, and the various lodges acting under one authority form
an influential body, able to promote education and other desirable
objects in a manner which could not be s0 well effected by individuals.
In this way only then let us look at the Society, nearly all but its
name we shall find in its favour. Its faults are trifling and pardon-
able.—Its excellencies substantial and important.

One of the smallest benefits of Odd Fellowship is, that an evening
can hardly be more pleasantly spent than in a well-conducted Lodge
—all is orderly and well arranged—a pleasing conversation is usually
carried on, in which the best-informed take the principal part. Upon
any question under discussion, every member has a right to speak, but
a sense of decorum mostly induces those who are not well qualified
for the task, to remain silent. Smoking and drinking to a very mode-
rate extent are, in most Lodges, allowed, but in none required. In.
temperance is visited with fine and censure, and habitual intoxication
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would lead to expulsion; but, these rules have very rarely to be en-
forced. Looking at an Odd Fellow’s Lodge in this point of view
only, it serves as an agreeable pastime to young men, who might other-
wise be badly engaged. On the Lodge night they are sure of a
pleasant, temperate, and instructive evening—their attention is direc-
ted to matters of business, connected with the distribution of the
funds of the Society, which lead them to think and to judge with
prudence. Again, they are thrown often into the company of gentle-
men of superior standing and intelligence, whose conversation may
instruct and polish them, while their acquaintance may sometimes be
to their advantage in worldly matters. On certain nights, also, lec-
tures are held, which tend to improve the morals and feelings ; these
may, with advantage, be attended by those who can spare the time.

Another great benefit of Odd Fellowship is the early and constant
inculcation of a habit of laying by. The subscription indeed is trifling,
but it is for a prudent object—to provide during youth and health for
the necessities of old age and sickness. It is very pleasing to see
strong and able-bodied young men crowding to the Secretary’s desk,
each with his twentypence, which probably, but for this Society would
be frittered away insensibly, and each returning to his seat, with the
proud consciousness that he is * correct” upon the Lodge books, and
that he is provided for in event of illness or accident. A feeling of
goodwill and charity is promoted too, for all know that not only are
they themselves secured from want, but also that the fund to which they
are contributing is at present supporting many, and is daily relieving
cases of distress. The union of endeavour leads to brotherhood and
kindness—for all are contributing to a common fund, applicable to the
necessities of all.

But the existence of this fund is the real and substantial benefit.
This is solid—not speculative. It is of greater importance too, here
than at home. Here, we are, for the most part, at a distance from our
friends—isolated beings, without resource in the time of adversity and
sickness. Then, what a blessing is the Fund of the Order, upon
which to fall back—not as receiving eleemosynary aid, but as taking
freely from our own strong box the money which in better days we
had there deposited—money which no reverses of fortune can take
away—money held as a sacred trust by those who will cheerfully dis-
pense in our time of need all we have ever given them, and ten times
more if it be wanted. How will it sooth the aching head of the
poor dying man to remember that the accomplished surgeon who is
attending him—alas, in vain—has no claim upon her who will so ]
shortly be a widow, but is paid already; that the poor broken-
hearted woman who is to be left alone, will have no care or expense
in the last pious offices to his remains ; for the Lodge will pay for all;
that she will not starve, or her children want for bread, for the Lodge
will provide. Because in his youth he has planted his copper, in his
age he shall gather in bis gold.
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CHRISTIANITY THE BEST QUALIFICATION FOR ODD
FELLOWSHIP.

BY BROTEER W. H. BURFORD, ADELAIDE LODGE.

THERE are various qualifications which render those possessing them
in different degrees, fit to become Odd Fellows, and in the same way
better or worse members of the order after they bhave joined it.

The first is coop cEARACTER. The hall of Odd Fellowship is a
virtuous arena. None should presume to enter there unless qualified
by the possession of this first degree. L.et not such suppose that more
than the mere elements of their happiness are to be found there: and
remember, that if they derive a kind of satisfaction from having crept
in, like wolves in sheep’s clothing, it will be but of short duration;
thelr pleasure will be much impaired, until, at length, they will feel
that, by how much the more the brothers are excellent Odd Fellows,
by just so much, they (the intruders) must look upon them as
enemies, living reproofs upcn themselves, and anything but *¢ Friend-
ship, Liove, and Truth,” will pervade their evil breasts.

The next is Docirity. Humility and teachableness of disposition
lie at the base of Odd Fellowship. A man who is conceited and
wedded to his own opinions, will, of necessity, be presuming and dog-
matical ; and, however much he may flatter himself on the quality of
independence, his unyielding manners will, in the estimation of others,
stamp all his proceedings with the impress of obstinacy ; and thus mar
his endeavours, even in instances where he may be prompted by
higher considerations. Such an one, therefore, debars himself from
becoming a good Odd Feliow ; first, because he renders his endeavours
almost, or altogethier, unavailing ; and next, because he shuts up the
avenues by which light and instruction might be conveyed to his
own mind.

Next in order of qualification for becoming a good Odd Fellow is
BenEvOLENCE. It may Le thought by sorie that JusTicE claims the
third place in our scale. They are ready to quote the maxim “ Be
just, before you are generous.” We give them more than they ask;
we not only give justice a priority, we give it THE priority ; we place
it first of'all ; for character cannot be good without it. Besides which,
there can neither be justice, generosity, nor benevolence, in performing
a service’ which you cannot afford, or in doing which, you iujure
another or yourseif. Benevolence is of a higher character. To “ do
unto others as you would they should do unto you,” is just. T'o do
unto others more than they can claim, is lovely. The one establishes,
the other ennobles the character.,  Aim then at benevoleuce, since the
just only ensure esteern : while benevolence shines forth with a glery
peculiarly its own, excelled only by that which attends lie operaticus

of Divine Grace. ¢ Scarcely,” says an inspired penman, “for a
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righteous man will one die; but peradveuntare, for a good man, some
would even dare to die,” and then by an casy transition, he illustrates
by comparison, the surpassing excellence of Divine Benevolence ““but
God commendeth his Jove towards us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners Christ died for us.” With a character, and with dispositions
such as these, no man who has joined our honourable Order can fail
of approving himself a good Odd Fellow. These secure to him that
kind of Aonowr which, for quality, is alone worth possessing.

Upon these several qualifications, a character is formed, on which
honour in full majesty is enthroned ; and compared with which, O,
how puerile and paltry is that thing the world calls honour. *Brothers,
up and be doing: and for the credit of our Order, seek to cultivate
these just, generous, high, and ennobling dispositious, which will
show the work of religion written on your hearts, that, seeing you
yourselves depend for happiness, both here and hereafter, purely upon
that grace of God which we have in Christ Jesus our Lord; others,
whose distresses may be alleviated, and their hearts comforted by your
benevolence, shall not depend on you in vain.

CHANSON.

Que le jour me dure,
Passé loin de toi!
Toute la nature,
Nest plus non pour mui ;
Le plus vert bocage,
Quand tu n’y viens pas,
Ne'st q’un lieu sauvage,
Pour moi, sans appas!

Heavily pass the hours,
Tar, far away from thee,
E’en nature’s sweetest flowers
Are wither’d all to me:

The green fresh springing grove
‘When love, thou art not near,
Seems, as alone I rove,
To me a desert drear.

J. M. 8.
z 2
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

[Tur Macazins CoumiTTEE, although anxious to give full opportunity to their
Brothers, and to the public, for the discussion of all matters relative to Odd
Fellowship, and other proper subjects, must be considered as in no wise pledging
the “Oxder,” or themselves, to any opinions which their Correspondents may
express under this department of the Magazine.]

EDUCATION.

To the Edilor of the Odd Fellows Magazine.

“Jt is education which stamps distinction, and makes one man superior to
another.”

Sir—A glance at these words, the theme of a letter in your last
number but one, surprised me into some painful thoughts. Is it edu-
cation which stamps distinction 2—Where ?—In the church, in the
genate, or at the bar?  Why a man must possess another kind of dis-
tinclion_before these walks are accessible to his cnergies. Profound
scholarship will adorn, but seldom win, the post of honor. In whose
eyes is education thus distinguished? Iew, in the mass of society,
can properly estimate its advantages; while the majority, unable to
sympathise with any but a sordid aspiration, delight to trample upon
the delicate seusibilities which it {requently engenders. Iven the
fair, notwithstanding their occasional and most amiable enthusiasm to
honor talent, care most for the man who can command house, and
.servants, and equipage. And jealous literati have been known to in-
sult the shade of departed greatness, of one whom they had neglected
or persecuted cut of being, by a hypocritical piece of monumental
marble, cold as their charity—hard as their hearts! When is this
distinction enjoyed ? On some extraordinary occasions, a scholar is
dragged forward, like the impetuous race-horse, after having been
subjected to a preparatory regimen of starvation, to spurn competition,
and sometimes to {all dead at the winning-post. What is the nature
of this distinction 2—Such as makes him a barbarian to others, and
others barbarians to him. His “much learning” is madness in the
eye of a world, whose much folly is to him the crackling of thorns
under a pot. .

We have it upon indisputable authority, that “MoNEY answereth
ail things.” It is the talisman, which imparts beauty and grace to a
mummy, courage (o a poltroon, speech and wisdom to a tongueless
block. K2 who is born with a silver spoon in lLis mouth, has a better
remedy for incloguence than the pebbles of Demosthenes: and all
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