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to wonder how the conscious soul, whose powers indicate 2 noble
destiny, and which sometimes, assuming herself, soars to the in-
finite, and sweeps the length of two eternities—passes the bounds
of her own or the world’s infancy, and lives when Time was unborn ;
or dares futurity, and leaves the grave behind—can idly grasp the
vanities of earth, and contemplate with anything like satisfaction an
existence of a day. We shall not argue human depravity and
the need of divine mercy, a doctrine which is almost universally
conceded : we desire only to enforce its importance as a personal
concern : and to this end, shall briefly notice two difficulties, or
rather excuses, frequently alleged by those who appear to glory
in their indifference to the greatest of all subjects. The sug-
gestion of a few thoughts may lead some such one to the church
or the closet, where wisdom speaks in more commanding accents
than ours.

Many, who “believe, and tremble,” willing to decline the
Christian yoke and the weighty business of a future state with
some show of reason, discreetly transfer their enquiries from the
convincing pages of the Bible, to the characters of professors and
the peculiarities of sects. Perpetual darkness is the consequence :
for even the most exalted piety must be below the level of our
evangelical standard ; and those who are contented to look at the
living epistles of the Lord, however fair and legible, and ‘neglect
the written ones, might as well pretend to judge of the sun by a
mendicant taper, tbe creature of its surperfluous fire. Their
opinion of the Gospel is lowered by the real or supposed lapses
of its ostensible supporters, and perplexed by the rise and progress
of every new denomination, till, in order to supply the deficiencies,
and quiet the contradictions, of their creed, they commonly tax
invention. For the revealed will of God, they substitute their
own ; and for His Paradise,an aerial castle of their own building,
to which they hope to mount on the backs of degraded ‘ saints,”
whose fall is, by a dexterous sophism (intelligible only to them-
selves), made to prove their safety, and whom, therefore, they
constantly consign to Lucifer with all the liberality of uncharita-
bleness. The Christian may well weep, and the logician smile,
at their theology : but the truth is, it is impossible to tolerate in
others a course which, though but tacitly, reproaches themselves ;
and thus an anxiety about the next world is resented as a grievous
offence, the wretched perpetrator of which, however harmless
a member of soriety before, immediately becomes a bacchanal, a
sensualist, or a swindler, whose exploits, at times, beggar the mar-
vels of History, or of Romance. Thelives of many professors,itmust
be allowed, exhibit no agreement with the doctrines of Scripture,
and require no apology, because they are not calculated to deceive
the most careless beholder: but some of the censorious have yet
to learn that faults, more or less, must be associated even with the
most genuine picty ; and that in such cases, whatever they con-
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demn, as symptomatic of corruption and ruin, is often superficial,
so that, at-any rate, the worst is seen. Such blemishes, however
lamentable, will not be found, on examination, to prove the exis-
tence of an unholy spirit. The Christian sometimes frowns, when
others would strike ; or utters the inoffensive jest, when they would
slander and blaspheme. Moreover, the appellation of ¢ saints,” so
frequently bestowed on the church in irony, is intended to depote
a vanity most foreign to their nature, which is really distinguished
by a knowledge of their guilt in the sight of God, and the need of
a better righteousness than their own : ideas quite incomprehen-
sible to the worldly. This conviction of sin, with a full confidence
in Christ as a Saviour, is, after all, the very essence and sum of
divinity : without good works, there can be no satisfactory evi-
dence of such faith: yet we are not afraid to tell those who give
themselves no real concern about the matter, that some unhbappy,
but sound, believers, whose outward walk is not so graceful as it
is firm, end who are continually mourning their proneness to
forget the precept, ¢ Abstain from all appearance of evil,” will
doubtless be saved, though “‘as by fire.” Religion is a personal
thing. Itis loss of time to speculate on the merits of our breth-
ren. Every man should examine himself, whether he be in the
faith, and should not even try his own security by his actions, but
remember that the cultivation of orthodox principles will best
ensure a blameless life, and discover a new world to his hope.
‘¢ By grace are ye saved, through faith,” (Eph. II, 8). .
The differences of sects, we have said, are a stumblingblock to
many, who object, that some must be wrong : but happily, the juris-
diction of Christ is not confined to any one of them, nor is our
title to the everlasting mansions dependent on the rites of the
stateliest edifice that poorly illustrates their glories. It is not our
design to scrutinize, in the present number, those several churches
whose leading tenets are identical, and in all which we are assured
by conversions from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan to God, of the intervention of an Almighty arm. Before we
involve ourselves in the maze of doctrinal and nominal subtilties, .
we gladly seize the opportunity of declaring that the true line of
demarcation is not between one Christian church and another, but ;
between the church and the world. We must rank either with saints {
who ““ cast their crowns before the throne,” * and worship Him
that liveth for ever and ever,” or with fiends who sought to crush
the Man of Sorrows. Let diligent investigation decide between the :
noble formula of the English church, the rationality of the Con- :
gregational dissenters, the ardor of the Wesleyans, the pious sim- |
plicity of the Baptists, &c. Though not falling in with the pe-
culiarities of some, we may confidently observe that they are all
wanted to extend the field of usefulness, and arrest the profane
loiterers in our streets. The genius of Christianity is superior to
such particulars as are not definitively treated by Holy Writ, and
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in reference to which everyone should adopt the course most con-
sonant with his own judgment. Some excellent people may now
and then rival the enterprise of him who ¢ preached till mid-
night,” and others somewhat too literally press the apostolic
injunction to bridle the tongue: but comparatively harmless
fancies like these must not be confounded with heresy and delu-
sion, Too credulous an ear, however, is often yielded to those
who amuse themselves with aggravating and distorting such
characteristice : too many take a delight in listening to strange
relations of preternatural wonders, among which the most rife
is perhaps an occasional victory over darkness by the strong arm
of flesh. Even where such tales are at all founded onm truth,
they are invariably embellished by each following narrator, till
the ‘most trifling ebnllition of enthusiasm or ignorance, excused,
in” the eye of charity, by the zeal which gives it birth, is tortured
into hopeless fanaticism or flagrant hypocrisy. Whatever inferior
distinctions, or. personal weaknesses, may exist among Christian
denominations, there is no dissent from this great article of faith:
that ¢ All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”
and that *“there is none other name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved” but ¢ the name of Jesus
Christ.” The important question must ever be, whether a
church is built under the shade of Mount Calvary. Perfect
concord is the prerogative of an etherial ‘‘ house not made with
hands,” into which a cloud of believers continually moves, from
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, who have
overcome the world, and forced heaven’s portals, with the all-
powerful name of Jesus, which, sometimes, even through the
hazy atmosphere of earth, renders sublimely visible that ‘* taber-
nacle which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Thenames and the
temples of diverse sects shall find a common grave, without
resurrection : but the name of Him they worship is an everlasting
name, and the ¢ true” ¢‘ sanctuary” is eternal.

But while a personal responsibility lies on every man, some-
thing more is imposed on the Christian. Itis his task, to descend
to the perverseness and folly of the human heart, and thus re-
commend Religion to those who will not go to the fountain head.
Gnd moves upon the face of His new creation, and the voice that
startled Chaos with a sunless beam, breathes the day. The com-
panies of heaven sing together, and morning stars make music as
they shine : while men who are not salive to the ambition of being
workers together with Deity, give proof that they are ¢ in dark-
ness even until now.” The zealous may deduce some encourage-
ment from the very hostility of the world, which manifests an un-
easy conviction that a vast issue is at stake: and though we de-
precate the severity of their opinions and the injustice of their
inferences, it is not the less true that a volume might readily be
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filled with the inconsistencies and failings of even pious men,
whose treacherous hands often mar the work which their hearts
dictate ; or that many, whose consciences have been alarmed to
a sense of danger, but whose judgments are weak, have fancied
themselves put out of the circle of Religion by the bigotry of
party spirit. We do not wish prematurely to touch upon the
delicate points controverted among good men; but it may be
further remarked, that such exclusiveness leads some well-mean-
ing persons in every church to descant on the foibles of their
brethren in another : and the unhappy practice tends to abolish
the prospect of coalition, which i1s so desirable. Discord should
not be cherished by those who are about to enter the heavenly
¢ Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads.” Our
colony has been free from much of the disposition we describe ;
but even here the flamne of intolerance fitfully plays. ¢ Union,”
in this cause, ‘“ is” pre-eminently ‘strength ;" not only as to_a
general improvement of resources, but in illustrating those prin-
ciples which constrain the followers of Jesus to glorify their
Lord in life and death. The world, unable to deny that Chris-
tians love one another, must be heard reluctantly to murmur,
that ‘‘ wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness,” as well as to ex-
claim, in the fervor of admiration, ¢ Let me die the death of
the righteous, and let my last end be like his !”’®

Our next business will be, to erect tabernacles in the wilder-
ness. We are alarmed at the number that claim our attention.
So many churches in so poor a city might seem almost to realise,
in one respect, our idea of the Millennial glory.

AperAaipE LopGr.—Brother W. A. Hughes, late N.G., has
printed a statement of the financial affairs of the Adelaide Lodge
from its formation, November 23rd, 1840. We cannot attempt
even an abstract; but it may be obtained of the Secretary for a
trifling payment. It is satisfactory to members to see exactly how
their finances stand—and a statement of this kind ought to be
published yearly by each Lodge, as is directed by the 29th Bye-
Law. This has been hitherto neglected. The entire funds of
tbe Adelaide Lodge are £593 17s, 34d., of which sum £504 18s.
93d. isin cash, the remainder consisting of various property, and
money owing by members. The payment for surgical attendance

~—funeral expenses-—sick relief, and widows’ and orphansg’ fund,
amounts to £354 8s. 4d.

-

* These observations are intended only for a few of the laity., We believe
the South Australian clergy to be perfectly liberal,
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A PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
PART II

I was anything but gratified by the receipt of this letter ; after ha.
ving so recently escaped the most imminent danger, I naturally
shrunk from placing myself in, perhaps, very similar circum-
stances by my own voluntary act ; for though I believe I should
have cheerfully marched with my corps to engage the enemy in an
open, fair field, in the light of day ; yet I had an instinctive horror
of the dark night, sharp knife, and bloody blankets, which ap-
peared to me to partake more of the character of Spanish or Por-
tuguese, than English or Irish warfare. Now, however, I had no
alternative : my aunt and cousin were placed in a most alarming
situation ; and when I reflected on the atrocities which even dis.
ciplined troops, flushed with victory, can perpetrate, Ishuddered
even to imagine their probable fate, if exposed to the will of an
excitable peasantry, goaded on by religious, as well as political
hate, and real, as well as imaginary wrongs. The point of voli-
tion being once come to, the necessary preparations for my jour-
ney were soon made. Having obtained such credentials from the
authorities. as would satisfy every inquisitive official, that 1 was
* true blue,” laying aside my maiden uniform, and arraying myself
in plain clothes, that night found me whirling along at a rapid
rate to Ballatore.

It was not till after the coach ceased its heavy rumbling over
the pavement (then used in the Metropolis), and was gliding over
the shingled roads of the suburbs, that I ventured to look round
and survey my fellow travellers, they were but two——opposite was
a young man of most prepossessing appearance, dressed in black,
and in what I should call a clerical style, seemingly very abstracted ;
occasionally he leaned back, passed his hand across his forehead,
and moved his lips as though he was in mental prayer. Being
something of a physiognomist, I inwardly booked him a Protestant
Clergyman, or Jesuit, in diguise, aping that character. Beside
him sat a tall stalwart figure, dressed in a half civilian, half mili-
tary cut; his face evinced a frequent exposure to atmospheric
influence, and an occasional adoration of the jolly god ; his features,
which were of a coarse vulgar cast, wore an overbearing look,
which seemed to say, that he was a man not under, but in authority.
After many surmises, I hazarded the conjecture, that he might be
a peace officer, or, perhaps, a retired Sergeant-Major, and endea-
voured to remove by conversation, what seemed dubious re-
specting each.

After the usual common.place remarks about the weather, &c.,
I madc some slight allusions to the troublesome state of the
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