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THE

ODD FELLOWS®
MAGAZINE.

RELIGION IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

PART II,

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

Ix our introductory chapter, soma negligent Christians were told
that by going to church, they might learn the way of God more
perfectly. This and the following ones will inform them where all
the churches and chapels are situated.

We have already disclaimed personal reflection. In the present
work, local intelligence, and any accompanying remarks, are to be
wholly general; and the latter written without respect to this pro-
vince in particular, or to the southern hemisphere.

Some very worthy men think that form is made to supersede
substance in our National Church, and that something illusory is
practised on the senses. Sculpture and stained windows are re-
garded by such persons as an infraction of the second command-
ment; and harmony from an earthly quire, as an impertinent
challenge to listening seraphim. They allege, for their authority,
the simple custom of apostolic days: but we may surely answer
that the zpostles, like their divine master, were not reluctant to
worship in a stately structure, when their precarious circumstances
permitted ;5 and that circamstances must dictate the amount of such
external offerings to God. Long before tnis @era, whken show was
essential, and glory often palpable, a moveable sanctuary received
the descending cloud, till Solomon’s stupendous edifice arose on
Mount Moriah ; and that princely conductor, wanting what is now
called musical science, employed a band which certainly would not
have been approved by Mozart or Beethoven. A ¢ brcken spirit”
and a *‘ contrite heart” are indeed, strictly, the Christian sacrifice ;
but let the best we have be presented beside, and one shall sanctify
the other. It would please us to see every congregation provided
with elegant shelter, with an organ, and those who can sing with
understanding., A world o! ideas, various and vast, 13 associated to
the Church of England: treasures of art, relics of romance, the
walk among the cloisters, and the sacred song: the tranquil, the

beautiful, the grim : lasting memorials of frail mortality : imperish-
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able temples; and the music of an hour. We remember with
delight those venerable places, where the imagination is strengthened
by every lawful auxilium, but where a holy melancholy is still the
feeling which prevails ; for the atmosphere is congenial to devotion,
and the arts are her handmaids. Aloft, in distance dimly visible,
amid grotesque devices and undistinguishable heroes, covered with
dust, float the trophies of warlike antiquity : nearer, a few chival-
rous fragments are effigies of the past ; while the legendary pane,
colouring the aisle with purple, sometimes lends to marble beauty
the blush of life. How quiet the multitude of stone ! yet they have
a tongue : motionless, they are all action. These artful orators tell
us that once high-throbbing hearts are icy-calm for awhile : they
remind us that some who lie beneath had lived a restless life ; had
Joved, aspired, contended with their opposing destines, compassed
sea and land for a bauble ; haply were raised to the summit of brief
bliss, then sunk to sorrow deeper than before; and after a stern
gcod-night to earth and its mockeries, sleep so soundly as to defy a
less imperative call than the archangel's. A cathedral is a noble
sepulchre : or rather, the monument of a thcusand graves. Leaning
on lofty pillars, in passive might, century after century it smiles
over accumulated dead : but those dead must be given up, when
the sea is cited to give up hers. What melody inspires the plaintive
breeze ? It is the solemn hymn that mingles with its moan, rolling
along the unequal pile, making the walls harmonious as it rolis, and
now in genile cadence melts away : struggles again, pauses, swells,
till the threatening base is merged in triumphant hallelujahs. These
are lovely scenes : they have a hundred charms. They annihilate
the interposition of ages, and place us in ancient time. They have
a gloomy grandeur, a mourcful serenity, a most eloquent silence.
But we must hasten to matter more important.

Much trouble and misapprehension would be spared if every sect
bad its authorised creed concisely stated, as in our thirty-nine
“ Articles of Religion.” Perhaps even a closer resemblance than
is supposed would thus appear between differently denominated
Churches, whose variance is not so much about ** what is truth,” as
the best or safest mode of setting forth doctrines in general. At
all events, it is questionable whether a body of divinity would be
produced better calculated to satisfy the pious and learned majority.
In the Common Prayer Book, chiefly an old compilation revised by
our Reformers, lingering superstitions are discernible : we admit
the necessity for another revision ; but pray, that such a duty may
never be entrusted to incautious hands. To prume *‘trees of the
Lord,” “ which he hath planted,” is a delicate task : and this looks
like one. It has some branching exuberances, and a few sickly
blossoms ; but it is enriched with flowers of surpassing fragrance,
and it is wet with immortal dew. The day-spring from on high gilds
every page of these sublime compositions : burns in the sanctuary,
shoots an irresistible ray into the darkened chamber of the dying,
and invests the funeral pall with the light of salvation. Here the
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name that is above every name is preparation of the heart and
answer of the tongue for priest and people. Assembled, we are
taught to confess, to hope, to pray, to praise; but ‘““all in the
name of the Lord Jesus.” Prophets, apostles, and martyrs, appear
in glory, and acknowledge that he is the Lord ; and we rejoice with
trembling, while weary voices break upon the ear, from cherubim
and seraphim around the triune throne, that continually cry,
Holy, holy, holy. The languishing believer, about to put on im-
mortality, is furnished with this name alone, for a passport to the
skies : and mourners, entering the place of graves, are saluted with
¢“I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord.” This match-
less volume is hardly less remarkable for its judicious arrangement,
than for its orthodoxy. Allowing for tbat tedium and repetition
consequent on a junction of three services in one, we may observe
that it is characterised by a skilful progression, a doctrinal fulness, a
relief, a variety, an overwhelming climax, which, to us, more than
counterbalarce some disadvantages connected with a prescribed
form. As for the comparative merits of written and extemporane-
ous prayers, or the experimental result; it is evident that the fre-
quent intrcduction of unpremeditated effusions, as in scme non-
episcopal places at home where these services are partially read,
and as the rubric may here and there be almost thought to antici-
pale, is an advantage ; though, on the other hand, our Liturgy is
so fine, that were the exceptionable parts erased or altered, it would
doubtless be used, to some extent at least, by a number of most
determined dissenters,and with great profit. It may be thatan
undue regard to external rites is somewhat more common among
churchmen than nonconformists, because the first include the
"mighty, the noble, and others, many of whom care ‘for none of
these things,” attending divine service as a fashionable ceremony,
and who, if there were no Established Church, would mostly con-
form to that patronised by the Court: benefices, too, on the same
principle, have occasionally devolved to mere men of the world.
Such ones have ears, but hear not ; and preach, without being an-
nointed by the Lord. We have no wish to become their advocate :
neither are we disposed to defend the Church in those political and
temporal relations by which these evils are promoted, any more
than to praise her formulary without qualification. But we are
persuaded that others beside formalists originated and support in-
stitutions like the Societies for the Promotion of Christfan Know-
ledge, and for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign parts; the
Church Missionary Society, the Prayer Book and Homily Society,
the Colonial Church Society : and that others beside formalists are
found among the bishops and clergy. Such were Latinmer, Ridley,
Leighton, Tillotson, Hooper, Jeremy Taylor, Burnet, Horne, Scott,
Romaine, Hervey, Toplady, Newton, Fletcher, Horsley, Henry Martyn,
Hawker, Leigh Richmond, Heber, Simeon. These have fallen asleep,
but their names shake the temple. They were not formalists.

The creed which very suitably bears the name of Saint Athanasius
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has been found fault with by all parties : even churchmen will fre-
quently own that they desire, with Tillotson, to be * well rid of it,”
as suggesting to the popular mind hard thoughts against the

Gospel, and unfavorable notions concerning that distinguished

father, who was at once a protection and a stumbling-block to the

Church. There are those who ‘think, that (a commutation of his
great doctrine excepted) Saint Athanasius dreaded nothing but the
admixture of blessing and cursing censured by the apostle James:
that he had but one idea in his head, and that that idea was always
in his mouth : that he was belching denunciations all day long, and
all night seeing visions of infernal fire, till his tongue was inflamed
with the destructive element. Truly his ‘ Creed,” which illus-
trates the Catholic faith in a manner not quite so intelligible as
may be desired, and still less palatable, is altogether out of date, but
is said to have effected wonders in its day, when certain heresies
overspread the faithless Church. It is very characteristic of
his intrepid spirit, which staggered at no fanciful seruples, the
niceties of sentiment and decorum, nor was daunted by wars and
rumours of wars. The saint was no coward. With a reckless
contempt of personal safety and the laws of courtesy, he always
came flat to the point, and deigned no further reply to a re-
monstrance, than “ Am I your enemy because I tell you the truth ?”

His robust intellect scorned to play with premises, but crushed
them promptly, and developed the conclusion.

He seems to have
been endowed with the faculty of clothing the Gospel in the terrors
of the Law.

It is unnecessary to add, that the Church o
a host of great authors to the world : bulw
ornaments of literature,

The first Christian minister in South Australia was the Rev. C.
B. Howard, late Colonial Chaplain, who came with Captain Hind-

marsh, ie the Buffalo, December, 1886. His lamented death, in

1843, led to the appointment of Mr Farrell, previoasly Minister of

St. Jobn’s, East-terrace. St. John’s was built in 1841, at a
cost of £2,200: of this, about £300 were subscribed by the Society
for the propagation of the Gospel, a few more hundreds at home,
and the remainder in the coiony. It is the only church at present
in use here, for Trinity is dilapidated, though in course of rebuild-
ing, the requisite amount, £500, being nearly contributed. The con-
gregation of the established Church may with some correctness be
averaged at 400, and the communicants at 50. Trinity was erected
in 1838, when materials and labor were scarce ; and, with subse-
quent additions, cost above £3000. :

Service is also performed on alternate Sundays, at 3 o'clock in
the afternoon, at St. Peter’s, Port Adelaide, and St. Mary’s on the
Sturt ; wooden structures, both built, at the expense of colonists, in
1841 ; the former for £450, and the latter for £129.

The average
attendance at St. Peter’s may be called 60; communicants, 16 ; at
St. Mary’s, 40 ; and 12.

f England has given
arks of theology, and
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There is a stone church at Lyndoch Valley, but the roof has yet
to be put on. 1t rests thus, till a clergyman is found. The same
minister will be requested to supply one in contemplation, and to-
wards which upwards of £100 are subscribed, at Gawler Town,
about eight miles distant. A salary of at least £100 per annum is
guaranteed by residents ; which, with an equal amount, allowed, as
usual, by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, will consti-
tute a support.

At Penworthen, the estate of John Horrocks, Esq., a church and
parsonage are in progress, for which £500 have been already ob-
tained by Mr Horrocks from the following sources: Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, £100; Society for the Piomotion of
Christian Knowledge, £100 ; Friends, £300. A clergyman is ex-
pected, to whom, likewise, £100 per annum are guaranteed.

Ground has been bestowed, and £50 contributed, for a church in
North Adelaide.

(The only Sunday school is that in connection with Trinity
Chureh, comprising about 100 scholars).

Exertions were made for the erection of this province into an in-
dependent see, from the colonial bishoprics fund and other contri-
butions in England ; but hitherto without success.

More than half our population has been returned by the last
census as professing ‘episcopacy: and of these, most who reside
in the country are in a state of spiritual destitution, (except where
service is practised at home), since comparatively few will acquiesce
in any dissenting form. We are assured, moreover, that if St Pe-
ter’s and St. Mary’s had regularly officiating ministers, they would
be much better attended : and renewed emigration at Britain will
increase the necessity for clerical assistauce, already so great. None
will be more glad of such assistance than our chaplain, who, with
three churches and a Sabbath school under his care, and having to
conduct all minor offices of the church, is inadequate to his toilsome
responsibilities. A little reflection on these things may do much
for the cause. It is to be hoped that nonconformists will not long
monopolise the larger scope for usefulness afforded by employing
pious laymern to impart the rudiments of Christianity, &e. We 1
have read with great pleasure an address lately presented to the
Archbishop of Canterbury, by churchmen, praying his giace’s sanc-
tion to something like such a participation of labor. Should the plan
obtain, we are sure, from our knowledge of Mr Farrell’s principles,
that it will meet with his approval. At home, notwithstanding
some unhappy demonstrations, we find enough to cheer us. The
missionary impulsion is in full force there ; and, although our rank
in the colonial scale is not yet very high, we have powerful friends:
the South Australian branch of the established church, however
unimportant, is kindly thought upon. Let zeal, then, he stimulated
by gratitude, and every one’s aid invited and encouraged, that,
every way, Christ may be preached: so churches and ministers

shall not be wanting, nor the presence of the great * shepherd and
bishop of souls.”
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- THE IRISH REBELLION OF 1798.
A PERSONAL NARRATIVE,
[concrusion.]

CoNTRARY to expectation, no extraordinary interruption ocecurred,
but it was easy to perceive the people were bent on executing some
bold measure, and that it only required the turning of a straw to
set them on. Occasionally, horns and musical instruments would
be heard from a neighbouring public house, with songs of an infla-

matory description. One of them of which I have a faint recollec-
tion ran somehow thus :—

Holy Mary, now befriend us ;
Ever Virgin now defend us;
Sainted Lady, shield your soldiers
In the war that is before us . °

Shoulder your pike and march to glory ;
Draw your sword and cut before you.

The heretic crew, they want to dance ;
Instead of a ball we’ll give them alance.
Ireland’s wrongs must be redress’d ;
Ireland’s song no more oppress’d.

Shoulder your pike and march to glory;
Draw your sword and cut before you.

Hoist the s-een flag to the wind ;

To the Sassenr:..ch who’d be kind—

Burn s heuse, and blot his name.

Ireland’s Wi~ chall reign again.
Shoulder your pike aud march to glory;
Draw your sword 2ud cut before you.

It is incredible the rapture with which this rude effusion was re~
ceived, carolled by one of no contemptible lungs.  The chorus was
taken up by above a dozen voices, and the song concluded with a
deafening hurrah amid the rattling of quarts and tankards.

These ominous sounds ‘¢ such dreadful note of preparation,” it
may readily be conceived, were not at all calculated to ** steep the
senses in forgetfulness,” but rather to produce a feverish restlessness
that utterly precluded the possibility of sleep. Slowly and heavily
the night wore away ; never did Pheebus’ wheels appear so dilatory.
At length a lightsome appearance began to show itself in the
distant horizon, to our no small relief, as we naturglly inferred that
nothing would now be attempted, at least till the following night.
This morning, all were early risers—my aunt and cousin earliest of
all, quite on the fidget, expecting the arrival of the coach that should
convey them to Dublin. Seven o’clock (the hour of starting)
arrived, but no coach came; eight o’clock, and still no coack.
We hoped it had been retarded by some trifling accident, and would
eventually make its appearance; but when twelve o’clock passed,
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