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RELIGION IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

PART III.

THE WESLEYAN METHODISTS.

Tae Wesleyan Methodists, virtually dissenters, though not{ nomi-
nally so, profess the faith of the thirty-nize articles ; but they in-
terpret that on Predestinalion as not contradicting the redemption
and vossible salvation of all mankind.* They further hold it possi-
ble finally to fall away from the grace received at conversion
through unwatchfulness or temptation ; and believe, that by
perseverance (under the divine blessing), they may arrive at a
spiritual maturity, denominated christian perfection: “ And
this,” says Mr Wesley, ‘dces rot imply an exemption from
ignorance or mistake, infirmities or temptations : but it implies the
being so crucified with Christ as to be able to testify, ¢ I live not,
but Christ liveth in me.” ”  Practically, their difference from the
church is greater ; because, in truth, they carry out their system,
and work their resources, in a way churchmen neither do nor can.
The Wesleyans recognise many churca-offices, but no sinecures :
and non-residence is an evil felt only by their laborous divines, who
are rarely suffered to remain long in one place, and carnnot be at
rest anywhere ; for they are directed, beside going into streets and
lanes, and preaching the gospel to the poor, to go out into highways
and hedges, and, as it were, compel men to hear it. Well may the
Conference conclude its epitome of pastoral duties with the obser-
vaticn, ¢ If we do 21l this earnestly, we shall soon find what a work
we have undertaken, in engaging to be travelling preachers.”
Something like the territorial division of labor is observed. Freachers
are appointed in Conference to certain distriets, with injunctions
to add so much to their regular and more express ministrations as
they can accomplish, or as the- people (otherwise unprovided for)
amongst whom they are thrown will acecept. Each one is more
than the superintendent of a congregation, jast as a clergyman in

# The above is no more surprising to us, than that_the wis2 anid good
do not all understand seripture alike on predestination ; for the subject
is treated quite as plainly there as in the seventeenth article.
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the establishment is set over u parish, as well as a church. Their
business is rot alone with those that come to hear them, nor are
they (especially in the missionary department), altogether depen-
dent on their hearers for a living. They are assisted by many
subordinates ; whose functions, however troublesome, must be ful-
filled, and are fulfilled.

Method characterises the whole conduct of their affairs, public or
private, spiritual or temporal. Everything abroad and at home, in
church or out, is done by rule; aud all controversies are set at rest
by a ¢ Plan of Pacification.” We cannot peruse Mr Wesley’s mul-
tifarious instructions without admiring the pious ingenuity that
suggested them, though our approbation is disturbed by their very
minuteness of perfection, which precludes the likelihood of general
obedience. The same calculating, determined self-denial which he
himself practised is imposed on his followers, and must be applied
on the most trivial occasions. Every faculty is fettered. Sense,
appetite, and passion must all wait upon the code with implieit
sabmission. It was not emough for Wesley that the character
should be gradually modified by a ruling principle. He strove hard
to elicit all the moral virtues at once ; desired to see every indivi-
dual virtue gigantic and independent : suppressed vice by the word
of God ; and relaxation, by his connexional canons.* Personally,

* He enjoins the simplest harmonies for worship : and this reminds us
of a composer whose name we fear the Methodists have almost wholly
overlooked ; the late Samuel Wesley, nephew of their founder. He was
one of our earliest and most valued friends; and if music be still pro-
gressing in England as it was a few years ago, that will by-and-by be no
mean boast. %Iis compositions were commonly too classical to be po-
pular there in his own day, buthe was wellknown and appreciated on the
European continent. A grand service (a confitebor ), which he could not
afford to print, but which his son (also an excellent artist) was lately pre-
paring for publication, will alone secure his lasting fame. The work,
however, to which we would directly call the_ attention of thissect,1sa
volume of ¢ Original Hymn Tunes,” intended properly for their use, and
containing the finest melodies, arranged with artful simplicity. We are
angry al nothing in the Wesleyans but their ignorance or carelessness of
such a prize. Their anthems might, and should, be remarkable for
science as well as spirit. Not that this extraordinary man was one of
them : unhappily, he broke through all religious restraint, and had no
nearcr connexion with any church than as organist. Yet the eftect of
those early lessons which his pious father, the Rev. Charles Wesley, had
given him was often apparent, and it is difficult for those who knew him
to relinguish a hope that he died in peace with _God. His acquirements
were well nigh universal ; but an acute perception made him fastidiously
diffident. 1fe was a good hand at the violin, though without having
ever strictly applicd himself to it, and had once or twice publicly per-
formed on that instrument. ¢ \Why do you not scmetimes play on 1t
again 2 said a friend. ““Sir, 1 can’t kear mediocrity,” was the reply.
In his ordinary converse inspiration came by fits, and made you quiver.
"The writer asked him, a few months before his death, to play the over-
ture to the * Last Judgment.”” ¢ The overture to the last judgment!’
he exclaimed, “ why that will be the archangel’s trumpet.’ Indeed his
was a gifted family throughout ; and as we have gone so far, we will ven-~
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he was above the common laws of humanity. He cared for nothing
but one sacred design ; and, in his concern about the souls of man-
kind, was as deaf to the voice of iaterruption as Bunyan’s pilgrim, -
when alarmed for his own. But surely he might with advantage
have been more lenient towards the multitude, Generally speak-
ing, a superiority to moderate indulgence, gained naturally, and by
degrees, is graceful : but when resolution has been screwed to the
sticking-place by any power from without, the appearance, at best,
will be that of abruptness and violence, rather than of self-control:
repulsive, not winning ; censorious, not influential. Not only are
snuff, tobacco, and drams, condemned in the lump (a verdict we
partly approve): but the use of many words in buying and selling
is prohibited ; people are sent hungry to bed, and then expected to
rise at four o’clock! and so forth. Then, a matrimonial contract,
unauthorised, may cost a man his reputation, or his office, if he hold
one. In aless refined age than the present, when men were fre-
quently held good for so much as they could eat and drink, some
parts of this private discipline may indeed have been useful. Not
to flinch from a feast, was formerly almost reckoned among the de-
corums of life: and while he who was not a good companion and
strong-nerved, was looked upon as pitiable, or contemptible, an
initiation in such courses was often regarded as a security against
insult. A luxurious example ¢ in high places,” too, has been known
to shed a baleful influence over society ; an influence from which
the Church itself has not been altogether free. However, a better
taste now prevails ; albeit the most devout do, and always will,
want to be reminded, that the very wisdom of this world forms no
qualification for heaven, and that a familiarity with even the rich
and powerful below gives no introduction above. Moreover, human
expedients for such ends as those referred to have doubtless been
permitted to subserve divine truth: but we think their province is

ture an epitaph on the poet Butler, transcribed by the subject of this
note in our scap-book.

“ Epitaphk on Butler the cuthor ofngqu“ibrgs, by the Rev. S. Wesley, late
of Oxford.

While Butler, needy wretch, was yet alive, i
No generous patron would a dinner give : {
Behold him now, when dead, and turned to dust,

Rewarded with a monumental bust.

The poet’s fate is here in emblem shown :

He asked for bread, and he received a stone.”

Now this, although not literally the musician’s fate, was a good deal
like it. His declining years were embittered by penury and desertion;
while slander, the faithful attendant of greatness, was mnot wanting, to
multiply his errors and his sufferings. Immediately on his death, the
house was beset by sculptors and painters, eager to snatch his likeness ;
and when he was committed to the dust, choristers attended from both
metropolitan cathedrals, and sang a mournful strain. His enemies may
regard ¢ with jealous leer malign,”” the trophies on his coffin—but they
cannot take them away. This s the triumph of genius!
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diminished under the reviving authority of Reveleticn. The Serip-
tures are more and more undersioed, and searched, and revered.
« To the law and to the testimony”—all-sufficient new as when
recently bound up and sealed amorg the disciples—lhe common
appeal tends. < Let us” (is the language of the inspired preacher)
« hear the conclusion of the whole matter : Fear God, and keep kis
" commandments, for this is tke whole duty of man.” Vast reflec-
tion, that this same auihority, further develcped, wiil sooumer or
later barmonise all religious asd moral d&ifferences whatsoever, and
make ‘ holiness unto the Lord” the one cerercozial, the cze motto !

So method with Wesley bordered on extirzvagance. 7et, it is
only such an occasional display of some faverite principle or passion
—with its practical results—cf which a great man is the jiving
exaggeration, not to say the victim, that teaches the world at large
its importance. In this respect, Wesley stands quite as honorably
associated with method as Nelson with gallant daring, Howard with
philanthropy, or Chatham with eloquence. This mental property,
sanctified as it was, enabled him to elevate a few Oxford students,
the companions of his private devotions, into a band of religious
reformers ; to disturb the long slumbess of the Chureh; and ac-
complish a revival, not transitory. He lives and moves amongst ts
still, in the operations of his system. His subtile spirit may be
traced from county to county; from cne hemisphere to azotuer.
John Wesley provides education for youth at Kingswocd schesl and
Woodhouse Grove : he superintends their studies there™; and those
of more advanced students at a Theological Institution, whence
they are sent abroad, over the face of the earth, to preach the
Gospel to every creature. Ie controls the congregation ; and whilst
inculcating an unlimited benevoleuce, bids them remember their
paramount duty towards the household of faith: whilst laboring to
diffuse a missionary spirit, takes care that each soul at home shall
hear some one ask, Art thou in health, my brother? He also
raises ain immense revenue, and skilfully orders its appropriation.
Let the most industricus Christians weigh their possibilities of
serving their Master against those which Wesley enjoyed : let ia-
tellect, money, leisure, and what else they will, be taken into ac-
count ; and how few but will ind themselves, in comparison, worse
than ¢ unprofitable servants ;”’ how few will dare to say they have
g0 ““ done all”!

His followers are eminently zealous: their zeal, it is true, out-
runs discretion at times; still this fziling is on the safe side, since a
fearful denuneciation is written against professors who are ‘‘ neither
¢old nor hot.” Their sound has gone into zll lands. Buonaparte
said of the Eoglish fleet, ** Wherever wood can swim, I am sure to
find this flag of England”: and we can imagise the arch-esemy ex-

* %nd‘a hard master he is,  We have never read, nor hope to read,
half the books prescribed by him for a four years training, and which are

to turn them out ““hotter scholars than nine in ten of the graduates at Ox-
ford or Cambridge.”
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clziming,  Wherever souls are to be saved, I am sure to find these
Methodists.” If others are first in the field, these indefatigable
auxiliaries promptly appear at their side. 'Who can estimate even
the temporal good disseminated by their exertions (in so many in-
stances gratuitous) ? Who shall compute the simply moral effects of
Sunday schools (in which they have powerfully assisted) during the
last sixty vears? We do not envy those who despise such enthusi-
asts. Will the man of fashion and the voluptuary tolerate earnest-
ness only in the pursuit of vanity? or must no ¢ wounded” spirits
¢ groan from the city”—but their cwn? Of these excellent people,
perhaps the majority are not rich; but they are engaged for a
liberal master, and have a bright reward in reversion. Among
such, there is great plainness of speech; but a listening universe
will one day learn, that they can say a few words worth more than
all Parnassus.

The Wesleyan Society in South Australia was formed in the year
1838 ; when a chapel was erected in Hindley-street (the foundation
stone of which was laid by Mrs Edward Stephens), at a cost of £370 ;
in which the members continued to meet, until the Rev. W. Long-
bottom, having been shipwrecked with his family, near Cape Ber-
noulli, on his way from Madras to Swan River, arrived in Adelaide,
and, in compliance with the earnest entreaties of the people, re-
mained as their pastor : upen which the chapel in Gawler-place was
speedily built, at a cost of £2,500. Since that time, the Wesleyaus
have continued to extend their operations. They next erected a
chapel in North Adelaide, ata cost of £200 ; then one in Frauklin-
street, at about the same cost; then one at Bowden, then one at
Happy Valley, and then one at Walkerville, of about the same de~
scription. They also have service on Sunday at Willunga, McLaren
Vale, Meadows, Eyres’ Flat, Mount Barker, Cherry Gardens,
Magill, Company’s Tiers, Kapunda, Montacute, and several other
places. They have at present twenty-nine local preachers, and up-
wards of twenty-six public services on the Sabbath day. Thereisa
Sunday school at each of their principal places, altogether comprising
more than five hundred children. In the country, the attendance
varies from one hundred to thirty : in Gawler-place, the congrega- b
ticn is about three hundred and fifty ; the communicants three }
hundred. '

In addition to the above, two branches of Wesleyan Methodism—
the ¢ New Connexion’ and the ¢ Primitive Methodists’—exist here.
Both acknowledge John Wesley as their founder, and deviate only
for the sake of what they think a nearer approach to his views.

The New Connexion was opened near the end of last century, by
the Rev. Alexander Kilham, wko had for some time sought the redress
of several grievances, and some of whose practices were, after the
separation, adopted by the Wesleyans. The disagreement still ob-
servable is, the admission, by the New Conrexion, of an equal num-
ber of laymen into conference with the preachers. Ip the colony
they have five local preackers, a chapel in Hopson-place, Adelaide,
(buvilt about four years ago, for £200), and mission premises at
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