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although they had no votes, their duty was to see that the proceed-
ings were conducted in due form, and that the resolutions were
carried into effect. They were the Cerberus of the Order—the
three gentlemen in one who guarded the entrance of the Lodges in
the District (laughter); they were the Triumvirate of the Odd
Fellows’ little Commonwealth, and if not comprising, like that of
Rome, the greatest general, the most accomplished statesman, and
the richest man, they at least might boast the kindest heart, the
strongest arm, and the readiest pen (bear). They were elected
annually, and although hitherto they had been almost universa'ly re-
elected in consequence of the difficulty of finding suitable succes-

sors, he hoped that in futare the changes would be more rsgular.
Drunk with Lodge honors.

Glee—*¢ Push the red wine about.”

Brother T. Jones (Prov. G.M.), in returning thanks, said—Little
did their worthy Chairman think, five years ago, when himself and
others applied to him to remit £10 to England for a Dispensation,
that in so short a time he would have £2000 in his keeping belong-
ing to the Order. Amongst the advantages of the Society might
be mentioned the fact that strangers from Britain and elsewhere
coming hither were received by them, if Odd Fellows, as members
of the fawily, The Order, he was happy to say, wasstill on the
icerease in South Australia, He gave The Past and Present
Officers of the Hope Lodge;” and if any one wanted proof of their
character and ability, he would have him look at the family then
present, composed principally of the mechanics ¢nd labourers of the
province, whose orderly conduct and demeanour could not be sur-
passed by any assembly, even in the mother-country.

¢ The Queen’s March,” with variations, by Brothers Tolmer and
Bennett, cn the violin 2nd pianoforte, which, at the request of the
Cheirman and the company, was repeated in beautiful style.

Brother W. B. Ashton (Noble Grand of the Lodge), thought that
if any man there ought to feel proud, it was himself. It was only
three years ago that he and fifteen others met at Thebarton to form
a Lodge, and he would ask them to look at the room now. It was
not his fault, or that of his Brethren, that every one present was not
an Odd Fellow. It was the duty of every man to" provide for his
wife and family in case of bis death, so that they might be spared the
pain of going round the colony with petitions for relief, as was the
case some years ago, and was still too often the practice. He was 1
an Odd Fellow from the bottom of his heart. Odd Fellows were:
bound by duty and the most sacred obligations to provide for their
sick, and for the widows and orphans of their deceased members ;
and the man that would shrink from his duty in tnese respects was
not an Odd Fellow, (cheers). Not long ago a Brother withdrew
himself in compliance with the wishes of his wife (who was af-
flicted with a species of Caudleism), (laughter), in consequence of
her husband attending an hour or iwo at the Lodge: he left the
Lodge, and is mow dead : and his widow had siance often said to him
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(Mr Ashton) that she heartily wished her husband had continued his
membership. If he (Mr Ashton), were that evening lo break his
Jeg (which God forbid), and which possibly some would do on going
home, they bad a doctor and a fund to fly to, and their children
would not have to run about the streets begging for bread. He
was proud to say that there was a kind feeling amongst 0dd Fellows,
and concluded by proposing the healths of ‘“ The Ministers of the
Gospel in South Australia, and may their efforts be crowned with
success.”

Glee—* The Red-Cross Knight.” '

Brother J. G. Nash, P. G., Surgeon of the Lodge, and Colonial
Surgeon, proposed ¢ Success to the Widows’ and Orpbans’ Fund.”
Every Brother was a contributor; and he would ask what could be
more consolatory to a dying Odd Fellow than to know that he was
Jeaving his family free from want. He begged to state that the
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund now amounted to £520, and as that
fund was sacredly applied to the objects indicated by its designation,
and was one of the brightest gems in the diadem of Odd Fellowship,
he would beg them to pledge it in 2 bumper.

Glee— ¢ Here in cool Grot.” ‘

Brother Captain Litchfield (Grand Master of the Lodge),
proposed ¢ The Editor and Committee of the 0dd Fellows’
Magazine.” The excellent speech from the Chairman left him
little to say on the subject, but he would wish to correct a
misapprehension which he believed existed in the minds of
some as to the details of its management. It was tbought by many
that the services of the Editor were paid for, but he could tell them
they had been performed gratuitously. He hoped the efforts of the
Editor and the Commitice, by whom he was assistéd, would be

. eminently successful.”

Glee—** Forresters, sound the cheerful Horn.”

Brother E. W. Andrews rose to reply, but paused till the sub-
siding of a slight confusion, occasioned by the entrance of a number
of Brothers from the Albion Lodge. He then said, Mr Chair-
man, Brothers, and Friends, interruptions are not always pleasing,
but this is one of a most gratifying kind, and I am delighted that it
has fallen to my lot to welcome the Brothers of the Albion Lodge
into our new room. This dinner had been most unfortunately, and
quite in ignorance, fixed for a day on which, from important business
in their own Lodge, they were unable to attend at an early hour.
In consequence of this the Hope Lodge. to make them the best
amends io its power, relaxed in their favour alone, the rule which
refused admission even after dinner except tc those who had pur-
.chased tickets, and it was my agreeable duty to wait upon the
Brothers of the Albion Lodge and convey to them the invitation
which has procured us the pleasure of their company. Brothers,
we are glad to see you, and I cannot deny myself the gratification of
telling you what is the toast to which I was about to reply. The
moment before you entered, a kind compliment was paid to me and
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to the Magazine Committee, by the drinking of our healths. Sir,
the Magazine is necessarily of a rather anomalous character. It is
impnssible to write always about Odd Fellowship—the subject will
not bear and eannot rejuire it. Clear explanation, arnd cccasional
illustration have been attempted—Ilocal incidents have not been
neglected—but, beyoud this, 1 kave had no desire to force the sub-
ject, for I hate lugging in Samson by the head and shoulders (a
laugh). But, in the endeavour to give the Magzazine a more gene-
ral character, I have been met by another diffieuity—the idea,
almost uneradicable, among readers that it was all written by Odd
Fellows, and among writers that it was only read by them. Thus,
from the many acknowledged literati of the colony, I have, with a
few highly-prized exeeptions, been unable to obtain assistance.
But now, surrcunded 2s I am by so large a company, one word to
0Odd Fellows. Brothers—It is your duty, as it should be your
pride, to help me in the task I have undertaken for you. Many
among you are well able to do it ; and believe me when | say that
one communication from you will gratify me more than a dozen
from a stranger. The idea has gone abroad that I will not accept
what you write. Nothiag can be more false. It is true that I
print little of it—but, why so? Because you send me very
little. Take my word for it, for once and all, that what you
write will be regarded with a partial eye, and nothing rejected
which will tend to instruction or amusement. I am not sure that
I have done with you yet; but, parentheticzlly, one word to the
critics—Our Chairman hai alluded to the  severity of literary
criticism,” and true it is we have been handled rather roughly.
Qur worthy censors, glorying in their own literary capacity, and
regarding us no doubt rather in the light of children, have glanced
over our Magazine as they might do over a school exercise book, -
and, cousidering it fair game, have vented their remarks pretty
freely. This, hewever, I am far from deprecating, Game, in one
sense at least, I can assure them they will find me; for I can bear
their lashings without howling (a leugh); but I think tkey should
give us fair play. At present their remarks run somewhat thus—
“ Spch and such a plece is foleradle.” ¢ Soand sois readable.”
Yes, Sir, they do us this gruce occasiorally 3 but then follow de-
precatory epithets in abundance, 2ad perhaps 2 quoted page of that
which they think the worst article in the number. Now to critics
I would say—Gentlemen, be pleased to quote, next time, some of
these ‘ readable” or ¢ tolerable” parts, and pass by the remainder
with such temper as you may.  This would be at least as fair, and
certainly far more good natured {(heor, hear). But now, Odd
Fellows, ancther word with you—I told you I was not quite sure I
had dene with you: take theadvice of one who loves our institution,
and who will do his utmost for its advancement. Donot he laughed
out of your Magazine (loud cheers). Hang together, brothers.
Support it, and it will flourish yet. I will not promise you that

it shall be above criticism, though I think it may progressively im-
T
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prove. Remember that the colony itself is young, and none of its
institutions perfect. But I will make you one promise, and will
keep it—That with your assistance, when Trinity Church shall
equal St Paul's Cathedral, the Oda Fellows’ Magazine shall rival
Blackwood’s (much laughter =nd cheering).” Mr Andrews con-
cluded by proposing, ¢ The Visiting Brothers, and prosperity to
their Lodges.” ,

Scng—** The Thames Waterman.”

Mr. Hedley, of the Victoria Lodge, returned thanks.

Brother Tolmer proposed ¢ The Visiting Friends, and may they
soon belong to the Order.” .

Song—** The Smuggler King.”
~ Captain O’Hallorsn, in rising to return thanks said, ke at first
thought it rather od¢ that he should have to perform this duty on
behalf of the visitors; but perhaps he might take it as a delicate
rebuke. Ee had formerly belonged to the Lodge, but other engage-
inents had dissolved a more intimate connexion, which he hoped
might be renewed (cheers). The objects of the institution were
very commendable, To relieve the bereaved and afflicted, to make
providéent provision against the bour of need, and to train up the
young in the right way, must be highly pleasing to all Christian
and well-regulated winds; and their Order embraced all these
in its efforts for the benefit of the community. He hoped all the
visitors would join the ranks of Odd Fellowship before that time
next year.

Brother Charles Davies, M.D., proposed the health of the Chair-
man, who had that evening both received and conferred an honour.
He (Dr DavVies) was himself only a novice in the Society, but from
what he knew of it he would wish all to join the Order, for it taught
them man’s duty to his neighbour. No man need be ashamed of
meeting an Odd Fellow, for any one, to be one indeed, must be
a sincerely good man.

Drunk with great and long-continued applause, and * one cheer
more for Mis Stephens.”

Musical honours—*¢ For he’s a jolly goed fellow.”

The Chairman returned thanks. He said, the man that can sit
unmoved at such a moment as this T don’t envy. I thank you most
sincerely, and as I once heard a North American Indian say, who
found himself in a similar *fix”’ with myself, and could not give
appropriate expiession to his feelings, I shake hands with you all
in my heart.” I assure you all I highly prize the friendship and
esteem of those by whem 1 am surrounded. I trust I bave deserved
to be regarded by you as a jolly gocd colonist, as 1 know myself to
ke a jolly good fellow. I never yet deserted a friend, and I never
will. If | had not experienced your exireme good humour and
orderly conduct this evening, 1 should have thought, from the
tumultuous applause with which my health has been drunk, that the
wine had got into your heads (laughter), that I had been suddenly
thrown into the society of some beef-steak club (renewed laughter),
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or had stumbled into a cider cellar (roars of Jaughter)., But for my
health to have been so enthusiastically received, and that by some
with whom, as the servant of others, I must occasionally come into
painful contact is what 1 never could have expected. In return I
beg to assure you that 1l ama good colonist—try me—and one of
the fastest friends of the colony. 1 bave been at some very jolly
and agreeable meetings in South Australia, but I never attencded one
at all equal to this. ‘lhere is an order—a carrying out-of principles
-—a sticking to the text, not so much to patronise good fellows, as
to be useful in one’s day and generation—-that I am almost pe?’suaded
t0 be an Odd Fellow (lond and continued cheering), and for other
reasons than those associated with our childhood, L shall long re-
member the fifth of November. You have done me the honor.to
ailude to Mrs Stephens. I assure yousheiss good wife and a good
colopist ; and, moreover, she carries out the principles of your
Order, for her charity knows no bounds. I cannot do better than.
again take leave of you by shaking hands with you all in my heart.
Mr Stephens sat down amidst renewed cheers.

The Chairman proposed ¢ the health of the Vice-Chairman,” a
gentleman to whom he was much indebted for his support in the
course of the evening. (Cheers.)

Song, ¢ The White Squall.”

The Vice-Chairman, in returning thanks, apologised for his fre-
guent absence from their meetings. He did pot thiok either the
Chairman’s or Vice-Chairman’s duties of that evening had been
onerous, and appealed to their visitors if, in the whole ranks of
society, they had ever seen a meeling more orderly, or more cor-
rectly and respectably conducted, composed though it was chiefly of
the tradesmen and working-classes of South Australia. He would
propose a toast. They had talked of the bonds of friendship, love,
and truth, and so forth; but be would say that the bonds of a good.
dinver wera not to be lost sight of (laughter); for nothing tended:
so much to smooth the asperities of onr nature as good cheer; and
he must say that the very ample provision of that evening had done.
much to make them satisfied with themselves and with each other )
(cheers). Mr Ewens had been singing the song “So .11l be an. :
Oddfellow,” in which there was some aliusion to a red-hot poker
(loud laughter) ; and he would say that he thought he saw the
Chairman’s lips move in the chorus ¢ That in spite of -mother I'll
be an Oddfellow,” especially as be afterwards told them, in the
conclusion of his speech, that he was almost persuaded to become.
an Oddfellow (cheers). He was proud of being connected with the
Order, and he boped that not only iheir Chairman, bat all the visi-
tors present, would not become almost, but altogether Oddfellows.

Brother Richardsoa concluded by proposing a bumper toast Lo
Brother Host Robinson and his wife.

Air, ¢ Rise Geutle Moon,” with variations by Brothers Tolmer:

and Bennett. ' .

Brother Host Robinson felt highly complimented for the honour

s Lane
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