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long, to swell into a mighty stream of civilization, they
have been anxious to impress upon that stream, while it
is yet susceptible of it, a salutary direction towards
liberal and scientific pursuits. @ And the hope which
especially animates them is, that their exertions, humble
and feeble as they are, may be the means of rousing abler
minds to put forth their energies in the same noble cause.

- -They consider themselves only in the light of pioneers
—humbly leading the way to the accomplishment of a
most worthy and desirable end; and, while they are
conscious of the slenderness of their resources for such
an important object, they are not without hopes that the
excellence of their design will in some measure atone for
the imperfection and faultiness of its execution.

The leading and characteristic object of this Journal
is to furnish' original papers upon the Natural History
and Physics of Tasmania. It is intended in the first
instance to embrace more particularly the departments
of Zoology—Botany—Geology—and Meteorology. An
important part of the plan at presert contemplated, and
of which this first number may be considered as affording
an average specimen, is to publish in consecutive articles
all the species of indigenous plants and animals which
are yet known, as well as such as may from time to time
be discovered; accompanying the scientific description of
each with such details ofits economy, habits, geographical

distribution, and other particulars, which can only be

satisfactorily ascertained and described by those who have

had opportunities of examining theindividualin its living
-and ndtural state. It is also intended to give occasional

papers upon peculiarities in the structure and physiology
of the miany curious plants and animals which are natives

of this country, some of the most interesting of whlch are

still desiderata among scientific men in Europe. -
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Under the head of Geology, it is proposed to bring
together, as far as our means of information may extend,
such facts as may contribute towards a systematic know-
ledge of the mineralogical characters, the relative posi-
tion, and fossil contents of the various rocks of this
Island ; a most interesting field of research, which is as
yet unexplored. _

In Meteorology it is proposed to give the daily instru.
mental observations made at Port Arthur, together with
such additional facts and observations as may be obtained
from other parts of the country, in elucidation of the
laws and character of our climate. :
 In thisand other departments very important assistance
is anticipated from the Magnetic Observatory about to be
established at Hobart Town, by the authority of the
Home Government.* ‘

But while we consider Tasmania to have the first claim
upon our attention, we shall not fail, whenever an avail.
able opportunity presents itself, to furnish information
upon subjects of scientific interest in the other countries
of Australasia. With this view steps have already been
taken to put the Society in correspondence with intelli-
gent individuals in the adjacent Colonies ; and, from what
has already transpired, sanguine expectations are enter-

tained of our being able to carry this important object

into effect.

It may also be deemed advisable to have a Miscella-
neous Division, both for including original articles not
falling under any of the preceding heads, but which the
‘Society may think it advantageous to publish, and par-
tieularly for furnishing our Colonial readers with occa-

@ This, and most of the other paperé in the first number of the
-Journal, were written before the arrival of the LIxpedition under
Captain Ross; but circumstences occurred to delay their publica-
tion. '
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sional interesting extracts from recent European Journals
and books of science.

But whatever is done under this denomination must
always be held subordinate to what we have stated to be
the proper objects of this publication.

In the prosecution of the plan of a J ournal which we
have thus briefly sketched, it will be our aim to adhere,
as much as possible, to a simple exposition of faets, as
they present themselves in Nature; and especially to
shun all unnecessary discussions wpon dubious and un-
determined questions of theory. Such discussions must,
we conceive, in our present circumstances, be both pre~
mature and inmjurious. They are not likely to be pos<
sessed of much scientifie value in themselves ; while they
could hardly fail to divert attention from the less showy
and imposing, but incomparably more solid and import-
ant; object of preparing and accumulating materials for
future and more advanced inquirers to operate upon. We
should like to impress upon this Journal the useful cha-
racter of being a trustworthy repesitory of well-ascertained
facts—a faithful record of the interesting forms and laws
under which mineral, vegetable, and animal existences
exhibit themselves in this comparatively unknown region
of the globe. Such a character may take off from its
qualifications as a work of popular interest; but we are
persuaded it will add greatly to its value in the opinion
of those who are best able to judge of its merits.

The importance of such a Journal to the interests of
the Colony is sufficiently apparent. The knowledge com-
municated by it may, in mumerous cases, contribute di-
rectly to the development of its natural resources. Ina
soil and climate destined by nature for agriculture, geo-
logical and botanical researches are calculated to be of
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the highest practical value. Very erroneous opinions are
liable to be formed in regard to the limited productive

© powers of Tasmania. It is apt, at first sight, to be con-

' ‘ceived—and has, indeed, been sometimes represented—as
consisting almost entirely of barren mountains, in which
the land available for agricultural purposes has been
taken in and cultivated ; and where, conséquently, in-
creased produetion is not to be sought for in breaking
up mnew soil, but in improving and fertilizing the soil
already under cultivation. These opinions have, doubt-
less, been countenanced, if not originated, by the deci-
dedly mountainous character of the greater portion of
our Island; and especially by that peculiarly dry and
faded aspect which the country, in its natural state, often
presents to the eye of the superficial observer. But no
one who has witnessed the beautiful verdure of our culti-
vated fields in spring, and the almost unequalled perfec-
tion to which the more valuable kinds of grain and fruit
arrive, under the exquisitely genial influence of our
climate, can hesitate for a moment about the high natural
capacity of the country for agriculture ; while the undeni-
able success which has followed the few attempts that have
been made, even under a confessedly rude and imperfect
system of agriculture, to carry cultivation up the sides of
the hills, together with the very large tract of remote
country which still remains unoccupied and almost un-
known, clearly shows that the available extent of agri-
cultural territory has been even more erroneously esti~
mated than its fertility.

Now the information which a scientific journal might
afford, in regard to the qualities of soil, the different kinds
of manure, and even more appropriatc methods and in-
struments of cultivation, might materially aid in dis-
‘posing and encouraging, aswell as directing, the settler to
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more vigorous and successful exertions, both in widening
the limits of cultivation, and augmenting the fertility of
the land already cultivated.

Tasmania abounds in minerals, and .in those chleﬁy
‘which experience has shown to be of most importance for
economical purposes. Iron, coal, lime, and sandstone
are found in great abundance.. The first has not been
worked at all ; and the second but very partially and im-
perfectly. Very littleattention, we believe, has been paid
to the application of lime for the improvement of land;
and scarcely any to the adaptation of particular kinds of
lime, or the limes of particular districts, to particular soils.
Every one must see what beneficial results might arise

-from the diffusion of sound scientific views upon these

important subjects, and what a powerful impetus might
thereby be given to the evolution of those mighty re-
sources which the liberal hand of Nature has treasured
up in the bosom of our Island. y

There is a more general point of view which may serve
to set the importance of circulating scientific information
under such circumstances in a still stronger light. It
may be laid down as a maxim, that every country has,
both in its climate, its geographical situation, and in
almost every important relation to the constitution and
happiness of man, a peculiar character—an 1d10=yncrasy—f
of its own. )

This peculiarity of character in a country implies—.
and, indeed, naturally tends to produce—a corresponding
peculiarity in the customs and manners of its inhabitants.
It especially determines the chanmels in which their in--
dustry and skill ought to flow, and the rules and methods
by which they may be most successfully applied. The
maximum advantage will obviously be obtained when the
available industry is most perfectly adapted to the pecu--
liar circumstances in which it has to be employed ; or,
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in: other words, labour will be most productive where the
objects it aims at, and the form and manner of its appli-
eation, are in strictest accordance with the eonditions:
which Nature has previously establishéd..”

In the case of nations which have advanced by imper-
ceptible degrees, and during a long series of ages; from a
state of barbarism to one of civilization, this adaptation:
of the people’s industry and habits of life to their physi-
eal circumstances: is- usually the slow result of experience;:
and has too frequently been thwarted, or altogetlier de-
feated, by the- obstacles whicl ignorance and prejudice-.
have thrown in its- way. The misdirection of industry,.
together with the inappropriate and disadvantdgeous-
customs and institutions founded upon it, has beén &
principal cause of the permanent depression of nations:
below the natural level of prosperity and strength to
which they would otherwise have risen. Omne most im-
portant as well as most difficult branch of the business-
of Science, i such: countries; is to point out the praétical
errors into- which men have been betrayed, énd to assist
them in retracing their steps, and returning Lo & wiser and.
mote economical employment of their powers. The na--
tions of modern Europe, for example, havé long been
endeavouring, under the- direction: of enlarged and scien--
tific views, to free their trade and commerce from those-
unnatural and mischievous restrictions which a falseé
poliéy had imposed ; and, in-proportion as: they have suc--
¢eeded, their wealth has been consolidated and increased. .

In settling in an entirely mew country, on the other
Fand, men have not only to-guard against those absolute-
errors which proceed from the violation of general and
universal laws, and are independent of particular situa-
tions or occasions, but they require to be cven more on
their guard against relative errors-~which are errors only
in reference to. the circumstaunces under which they are:
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