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We thus see that there are seven great ornithological
provinces; viz. 1, Europe (which ought to include also
North Asia); 2, Asia, including Japan; 3, Asiatie Isles,
exclusive of New Guinea; 4, Australia, with New Guinea
and New Zealand ; 5, Africa; 6, North Amenca, and,
7, South America.

When Buffon wrote his History of Bzrds he knew
eight hundred species, and supposed that there mlght
actually be fifteen hundred or two thousand. When
Bonaparte wrote his continuation of Wilson’s American
Ornithology, he states the number of species to be nearly
six thousand. We should however say, that the following
numbers  were more likely to prove correct:—Europe,
500 ; Asia, 2000; Asiatic Isles, 1300 ; Australia, with
New Guinea and New Zealand, 800; Africa, 2000; North
America, 900; South America, 3000 : in all 10,500, or,
making allowance for those common to two provinces,
10,000. - This number will doubtless startle many an
ornithologist ; but we feel convinced that it will not be
beyond the mark; in fact, that we have’ rather under-
rated Asia and Africa.

Our reason for classing New Guinea in the Australian
province will, we think, be obvious to any one who con-
siders the ornithology of that island, and we trust will o
induce Mr. Gould to embrace it in his plan. That it is 7
totally unconnected with the Asiatic Isles, we may see by
the absence in the latter of the splendid birds of Paradise ;
which, however, have their representatives in Australia
in the beautiful Ptiloris paradiseus, or rifle bird. The
regent bird is also represented in New Guinea, and the
only other species of Zalegalla was discovered by Lesson
in that island ; but what abeve all othersis the chief
reason with us, is the absence, both in Australia and
New Guinea, of the immense and otherwise universal
family of Picide, or woodpeckers, so numerous in Asia
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and throughout the Asiatic Isles. The predominant fami-
lies in Australia are the Meliphagide, or honey-eaters,
and Psittacide, or parrots; the former stretching in

_gradually diminishing numbers along the Asiatic Isles to
the Malay Peninsula, represented in Asia and Africa by
the sun-birds, and in America by the humming-birds, but
yielding to both in beauty of plumage ; and the latter,
though found in all the other provinces except Europe, yet
nowhere so abundant in species : and we cannot coneeive
a more beautiful volume than the one on the parrots will
prove when the work comes to be bound up, since in
no other part of the world have they more splendid
colouring.

This remark brings us back to the work itself, where,
on Plate 1, we have the Zgotheles Nove Hollandie,
or little mawe-pawk, a bird which has been favoured
with no less than five specific names: and here we
would point out the injustice which, by the present system
of naming birds, is done to the first describer, more par-
ticularly if that describer be also (as it will be in the case
of Gould himself) the first discoverer. The first de-
scriber (or Latham, in this instance) calls the bird
Caprimulgus Nove Hollandie. Messrs. Vigors- and
Horsfield, several years afterwards, institute a new genus,
and call the bird Zgotheles Nove Hollandie, affixing
their own names ; whereas it should be Zgotheles Vig.
& Hors.; Nove Hollandie, Lath. : and if the date were
added, both of the institution of the genus and species,
full justice would- be done to all parties, and we should
not see such an everlasting changing of genera merely
to attach IVob. to the species; and in whatever genus it
might afterwards be found necessary to place the bird,
the specific name would be a lasting memento of its first
describer: and we again call on Mr. Gould for self-
interest, if not for justice, to set the example. That it
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will be done sooner or later we have no doubt, as it is now
being done in the genera by Gray and Strickland ; and
this would do away with many of those petty jealousies
at present the disgrace of professors of natural history.

The little mawe-pawk is not an uncommon bird: it
frequents the dense woods in the Vale of Ancanthe, and
we have seen it kept as a pet. Pl. 2 represents the
Podargus humeralis, a bird not found in Tasmania;
where however it has a near ally, the Podargus. Cupieri.

The genus Podargus, also found in the Asiatic Isles,
appears to form a link between the goat-suckers and the
owls. The bird in the plate is represented asleep, and
the feathers above the head and chin are admirably done:
but we would remark that the leg is not in the attitude of a
bird asleep, and also that our own Podargus sleeps across
the bough or fence, as almost all must have witnessed it
at one time or other. Plates 3 and 4 illustrate two
species of the genus Halcyon, the latter a very beautiful
one—H. pyrrhopygia, one of the new discoveries of Mr.
Gould during his travels in the interior of New South
Wales.. The family of kmgﬁshers is. pa.rtlcularly abund- .
ant in the Asiatic Isles, and we doubt not but that. many
new species will yet reward the search of Mr. Gould’s
assistant, now exploring the district around Port Es-
sington.

The next illustration is that of the curious bird Talegalla
Lathami, the habits and economy of which were dwelt
on in the interesting paper of Mr. Gould himself in our
Jast number. The Leipoa. ocellata, on the next plate, is
another of the novelties discovered. by Gilbert, Mr.
Gould’s assistant above alluded to, and in its mode of
nidification is equally singular with the Zalegalla. The
eggs are deposited in a mound of sand, the formation of
which is the work of both sexes: the natives say they
scratch up the sand for many yards around, forming a
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mound of about 3 feet in height; the inside being con-
structed of alternate layers of dried leaves, grasses, &c.
among which the eggs are deposited to the number of
twelve and upwards, and covered up by the birds as laid.
The bird never sits upon the eggs; but when she has laid
her number, the whole are covered up, after which the
mound resembles an ant’s nest. The eggs are hatched
by the heat of the sun’s rays, the vegetable lining of the
hillock containing sufficient warmth during the night:
the eggs are deposited in layers, no two eggs being
suffered to lie without a division.

Plates 7, 8, 9, and 10, give us four exquisite illustra-
tions of that family in which we have always taken much
interest; we mean the Psitiacide. The first is that of
our own beautiful swift parrakeet, so abundant in the
summer months, very properly, as we think, separated
by Gould from the genus Nanodes, or, more correctly,
Euphema, consisting of five or six well-marked indi-
viduals : the present is nota ground parrakeet, but one of
the honey-suckers, and approaching in kabits, though not
in form, to the Trickoglossi. The botanist will take equal
delight with the ornithologist in this plate; for the blue
gum (E. gibbosus) is here figured from a beautiful
specimen. Gould says, that after the first month this
bird undergoes no change: but we possess some aged
individuals which are muech duller than the females in
plumage.  The next plate is equally good; and the species
of gum figured would be an acquisition to our Arboretum :
but we must pass on to Plate 9, when we have another
of our Tasmanian parrakeets belonging: to the genus
Euphema mentioned above ; the birds constituting whick
are miniature Platycerci, or broad-tails, the most beauti-
ful group, taking it in its largest sense, that is, embracing
Polytelis, in the whole family. The E. chrysostoma
used to frequentin great numbers the plain immediately
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behind the Victoria Baths: butthe presentimprovements
may have driven them from the spot. Plate 11, again,
furnishes us with one of our native birds, the Cinclosoma
punctatum, the ground dove of the Tasmanians, whick,
till. the discovery of the C. castanotus of Gould in
Southern Australia, was the only one of the genus; for
those thrushes from the Himalaya, placed by Vigors in
this genus, have been formed into a separate one, called
Janthocincla. The ground thrush, we are sorry to say,
is so much liked by onr epicures, that the numbers have
much diminished in our recollection in the neighbour-
hoed of Hobart.

We must pass on to the Rkipidura albiscapa, separated
by Gould from the R. flabellifera of New Zealand. We
can confirm Gould’s opinion of its being a eonstant
resident ; for we have met with it rather plentifully in the
depth of winter, when the ground has heen partially
eovered with snow, when it darts from some neighbouring
stump on the unfortunate insect bold enough to brave
the cold, and immediately returns to its post with its
outstretched tail. The nest, as Gould says, is a wine-
glass in shape, and woven together with exquisite skill;
bat the plate, beautiful as it undoubtedly is, fails to do
it justice—all the nests too that we have seen have been
larger. We had thought the shrub here represented to
be a Bedfordia. _

On the following plate we have figures of the
male and female Meliphkaga Australasiara, or sawyer
honey-sucker, together with the Epacris impressa, now
in full bloom, in all its variety of tints, on the hills
round Hobart: but particular-coloured varieties will
generally be found to congregate in particular spots. This
plate we consider a very admirable one, as the birds are
almost instinet with life and motion. The eye of the
female is, however, as bright a red as that of the male,
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unless there are still two distinct species confounded,
as we have every reason to believe, and that Gould’s
M. inornata is one of them: for we have never seen the
male and female here represented together. Flocks,
however, of what is called the female may be seen along
the base of Mount Wellington at this present time,
which always betray themselves by their note. We had

‘a male brought us the other day much darker and more

beautiful than the one here figured. The note of the
male may be heard long after sunset, and resembles the

sharp grating of a file quickly drawn twice across a saw,

whence its local name. We think that it will event-
ually prove (though with due deference to Mr. Gould)

‘that the figures he has given are the females of

Australasiana and inornata, especially as he says ex-

pressly the irides of the female are brown. Now we have
had many opportunities of seeing this winter what we

consider the male of irornate, and the eyes were bright
red. We have next two species of Pardalotus, P. affinis
and P. uropygialis; the former from Tasmania, the latter

‘a very pretty new species from the north-west coast of

Australia. Both plates are excellent, but we have not
space to dilate on them, and we can merely say that the
last illustration in the first part is that of a curious bustard-
like quail, or quail-like bustard, with a singular collar
round its neck ; and we must, however reluctantly, defer
the second part to another opportunity. We would,
in the meantime, call on' the ornithologist, the botanist,
and the lover of the beautiful, to give their aid to a

work so national by adding their names to the number
of subscribers.

T. J. E.

August 27th, 1841.
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Miscellanea,

e oot

ALTITUDES OF MOUNTAINS, &c.

[Tue following statement of Altitudes observed by Count
Streleski, with a view to a general system of Irrigation, was
communicated by the observer to the Patron of this Society ;
who considered the information afforded of such general
importance to the Settlers, that His- Excellency immediately
forwarded it to the Editor of the Van Diemen’s Land
Chronicle, in which newspaper it has accordingly already
appeared.—ED.] ,

»

Altitudes of the most remarkable Mountains, Chains, Lakes,
‘Water-courses, and Stations in Van Diemen’s Land, in
English feet above the Level of the Sea, as computed from
the observations made, in the course of a Geological Survey,
on two Gay-Lussac’s Mount Barometers and Dr. Wollaston’s
Boiling Point of Water Apparatus; and, finally, with such
corrections as' were found requisite upon a comparison with
the kindly communicated Barometrical Register of Hobart
Town Observatory.

Mountains and Chains. Feet.
Ben Lomond, its culminant point ......... . 5002
its N.W. point «...ccoven'... 4354
its S.E. bluff................ 4500
Cradle Mountain, north to Lake St. Clair'.... 4700
Dry’s Bluff (Western Tier)............ .... 4600
Barn Bluff (Western Tier) ..........c0u... 4590
Mount Wellington (Flagstaff) ............ 4195
Chain between Frenchman’s Cap and Lake St.
Clair ccceveveecnncccnnscrecnannsannan 4078
‘Western Tier (range opposite Mr. Groom’s
Station) ceveeeecraatierttncnttateanans 3915
Ben Nevis ...... esasnennn Ceeceecinseaane - 3910
Frenchman’s Cap ...cvvvveeiverecncannnnas 3801
Black Range (Vale of Belvoir) ............ 3381
Four Miles” Rise (River Forth) .......... .. 2057
Gad’s Hill (River Mersey) ..........:....s 2588
Table Land (making the base of Ben Nevis).. 2327
Table Land (watered by the North Esk) .... 2220
Mount St. Patrick .......... ceeserenen pe 2277
Mount Horror ......... Crerasesnenas ... 2039
Mount Cameron ......... ceesacenn cee... 1839
Mount Direction ...ccececeeenncecanacens 1288
Range between Mr. Whittle & Watery Plains 1506
C L2 '
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