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ARrt. 1. A Sketch of the Antarctic Regions, embracing
a few passing Remarks, Geological and Ornithological.
By Rosertr M‘Cormick, Esq., Surgeon of H.M.S.
Erebus. '

As we expect to sail to-morrow on our return to the ice,
with the probability that many months will elapse ere
the Expedition will have any opportunity of communi-
cating with Tasmania again, the following general ob-
servations on our former voyage to the southward, hastily
written amid the hurry of preparation for sea, are now
transmitted, rather as a pledge of the writer's good
wishes than for anything they may have in themselves to
recommend them, beyond the interest which even the
most superficial glance at new lands in remote regions
will never fail to create. N

After our departure from the Derwent, on the 12th
November, 1840, the first places visited by the Expedi-
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tion were Auckland and Campbell Islands, both of
volcanic- formation, constituted chiefly of basalt and
greenstone, assuming frequently the columnar form:
in some places displaying fine pillars, highly magnetic ;
as in a promontory, 300 feet in height, called Deas
"Head, in Auckland Island. In Campbell Island,
several specimens of agate and quartz were picked up
on the beach, near which some traces of limestone also
appeared. In both islands, the hills form moderately
high ranges, seldom attaining an altitude of 2000 feet.

The animal kingdom, as might be expected, has but
few representatives. There is no species of Mammalia,
except the common hog, now running wild in the woods :
it was probably introduced into Auckland Island by some
whalers. The birds are all New Zealand species, from
which country Auckland Island has, most unquestionably,
been colonized by the feathered tribe. The land birds are
very limited in number, and do not amount to more than
seven or eight species : a Falco, Anthus, Psittacus, and
four or five other species allied to Meliphagide, of which
the New Zealand 7ui (native name) and a small olive-
green bird are the chief choristers of the woods.

These woods are in many places nearly impenetrable :
the trees from 20 to 30 feet in height, forming dense
thickets, impervious to the sun’s rays; the rich alluvium
below being clothed with cryptogamic plants, growing in
rank luxuriance. Even the fallen trees are closely en-
veloped in complete tunics of lichens and mosses. .

- This island is well worthy the attention of colonists.
The soil is generally good, and in many spots is
composed of a rich black mould, highly productive, and
of considerable thickness, resulting from the decom-
position of the voleanic rocks, and the decay of a

redundant vegetation. -
* The climate is healthy, although somewhat humid, and
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ubject to heavy squalls, but would be much improved on
sclearing the land ; and the harbours are excellent.

In Campbell Island I did not meet with a single land
bird, which is rather extraordinary; as the island,
although much less wooded than Auckland, nevertheless
has many of its valleys thickly clothed with underwood ;
the general character of the vegetation is very similar,
and the latitude not much farther south.

The water birds consist of a New Zealand species of
duck, a Merganser, a species of Phalacrocorax, a
Scolopaz, an Aptenodytes, and two species of Larus (the
black-backed and small ash-backed gulls), frequenting
the bays in abundance.

~ The albatross (Diomedia exulans) was breeding in
both islands in vast nmumbers; and at the season of
incubation (Noveuiber and December) is so unwilling to
take wing, that it may be easily caught with the hand
without making an attempt to escape. In pairing, they
assemble together in groups. I have counted as many
as thirteen birds collected together on the side of a hill,
going through various grotesque movements of the head
and neck, bringing their beaks in conjunction ; and this
wooing lasts till each bird has selected its future mate,
when the construction of the nest begins, in which both
male and female take a share.

The nest consists of a mound of soil, intermingled
with withered grass and leaves matted together, 18
inches in height, 6 feet in circumference at the base, and
27 inches in diameter at the top. The albatross, like
most of the petrel tribe, lays only one egg, of a white
colour, averaging about 17 oz. in weight, which the bird
resolutely defends, snapping the mandibles of its beak
together sharply when forced by any intruder from off its

nest, in which it is most frequently found sleeping, with
its head behind its wing.
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After an examination of certainly more than 100
nests, I only once found fwo eggs in the same nest. The
albatross’s greatest enemy is a fierce raptorial species
of gull, of a brown colour, having one toe on each foot,
armed with a strong curved claw, and very much re-
sembling the Lestris parasiticus, or Arctic gull, in its
predatory habits and general aspect. It has a geogra-
phical range from Kerguelen’s Land, where I first met
with it, to 78° south. This bird is ever on the watch for
the albatross quitting its nest, when it instantly pounces
down on the egg, which I have seen it break and com-
mence devouring with the greatest impudence, when I

have not been more than a few paces from the nest at
the time.

So well is the albatross aware of its enemy, that it
snaps its beak in defiance whenever it observes this
marauder flying over its nest. It appears to be an
undescribed species. Four or five kinds of petrel were
breeding under ground in the holes of the cliffs over-
hanging the bay. _

The oceanic birds met with after leaving Campbell
Island were albatrosses, petrels, and penguins: of the
former, three kinds :—Diomedia fuliginosa, D. exulans,
and a smaller black-backed one. Of the petrels, Pro-
cellaria gigantea, P. Capensis, P. pelagica, and about
six other species, with now and then a raptorial gull.

On crossing the Antarctic circle, the white petrel—
the most beautiful of its tribe—was first seen, and con-
‘tinued with us as far south as the Barrier, in 78° lat.,
again leaving us on our return to the northward of the
circle; so that it would appear its geographical range is
limited to within the Antarctic circle—at least during
the summer season in these regions.

Its food consists
of small fishes and shrimps, in search of which it

gracefully skims the surface of the sea—mnow and then
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directing its course round the ship; and, whilst going

through its various rapid and elegant evolutions, I have -
often succeeded in obtaining specimens by shooting

them from the deck, so that they fell on board.

A petrel, very much resembling the P. Capensis, and
with which it often associates in flocks, was frequently
seen, and appears to be either an immature bird, or
an undescribed species.

On the 11th January, 1841, in about the latitude of
71° south, and longitude 171° east, very high land was
discovered, the general aspect of which at once pro-
claimed its volcanic character, although enveloped in a
mantle of ice and snow; the black lava, or basalt, only
appearing through its white covering, where the pre-
cipitous face of the cliff left no possibility of attachment
for either snow or ice. The highest peak measured
9096 feet, another 8444 feet, and a third remarkable
one, with a crystal-shaped summit, 7867 feet. The
whole of the land in the vicinity of these peaks, rising
in numerous smaller snow-clad ones, clustered together,
resembled a mass of crystallisation; and, as the rays of
the sun were reflected on it, presented a scene as mag-
nificent and sublime as it was novel and unequalled. On
the following day, I made a hasty examination of a small 3
island (the only spot I had an opportunity of landing |
upon) lying a little to the eastward of the main land, in
lat. 71° 56" south, and long. 171° 7/ east; it was a
basaltic rock, rising to the height of about 300 feet in .
some places, of a conglomerate composition, with a few
imbedded crystals. From this a platform extended to
the ice-girt landing-place, on which the penguins had
established a rookery, and were congregated in such
countless numbers, young and old, .that the whole place,
with the ice and water adjacent, seemed alive with them.

The spot on which they were breeding, from its elastic
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and spongy feel, was evidently the product of annual
accumaulations of their excrement, forming a tolerably
thick covering to the rocks. Many of the birds
appeared as if their breasts were stained with blood,
which, on - examination, was found to arise from a red
colouring matter in the excrement on which they had
been resting their breasts.

I shot one of the raptorial gulls, flying over head,
which had more grey about the head and neck than thé
Auckland one, and was somewhat smaller in size.

The whole appearance of the land, extending from
the 71st to the 78th degree of latitude, presents the
same . volcanic character, studded with many -crater-
shaped hills.

On the 28th of January, in lat. 77° 31’ south, and
long. 167° 1/ east, a magnificent volcano, actively
burning, was discovered, and named Mount Erebus,
after the ship. It rises to the height of 12,367 feet
above the level of the sea, sending up a column of
smoke, at times intermingled with flame, at least 2000
feet above :its crater, which formed a black rim cresting
the summit of the mountain, the .base and acclivities of
which- were almost entirely covered with ice and snow.:
Adjoining is another mountain (Mount Terror), not
much inferior in altitude, being 10,884 feet, ‘which has
evidently sent forth its streams of lava at no very remote
period of time. Our further progress south was here
checked by a barrier of ice, extending from the land in
an easterly direction, forming a continuous perpendicular
wall of ice 150 feet and upwards in height, which we
traced for about 300 miles without finding any indication
of a termination to it. The summijt of the barrier pre-
sented an almost uniformly level outline; soundings
were obtained within less than a mile of it, in 318
fathoms, on a bottom of green mud. In all probability,
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this wall of ice has its attachment to land at the back of
it, but receding to too great a distance to become visible-
over it.

The white petrel seemed to -have chosen this as
its favourite haunt, with only an .occasional solitary
raptorial gull to intrude upon its icy domain.. Whales,
apparently the Southern Rorqual, were here very
numerous, spouting in all directions; and many seals
and penguins were seen on the ice.

On returning on the 2nd of March, in the 68th degree-
of latitude and the 169th of longitude, we passed within:
sight of Balleny’s Land, which, in all probability, is
of the same igneous formation as the rest of the land
to the southward ; the whole of which bears every indi--
cation of having emerged from the deep within a com-
paratively recent period of time.

On the 7th of April we anchored in the Derwent,
after an absence of five months.

Agrrt. II. Moral and Social Characteristics of the-Abo-
rigines of Tasmania, as gathered from Intercourse with
the surviving Remnant of them now located on Flinder’s
Island. By the Rev. T. Dove, late of Flinder’s
Island.

TaE Aborigines of Tasmania have, undoubtedly, strong
~claims on the benevolent regards of the Colonists, as
the primitive occupants of the soil which now so amply
repays the labour and capital which are expended in its
cultivation.

On this ground, their title to British protection and.
support has been fully and honourably recognised : and
even while the policy which demands their extrusion
from their native land (the remembrance of which is yet
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