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This necessary arrangement, in a great degree, de-
stroyed the solemnity of worship. The crew of the
Favourite were present; their frank, manly, jovial
countenances offering a striking contrast to the lowering
aspects of the miserable yellow-jackets. Service was
performed by our fellow-traveller, the Rev. Mr. Simpson ;
and the occasion being in aid of the Sunday Schools,
the worthy pastor took the opportunity of remarking,
that as cash was a scarce commodity on the Settlement,
the I. O. U. of any individual disposed to contribute
would be gladly received—an observation which excited
a general grin, since, however beneficial it might prove
to the cause, the expression seemed more fit for the
gaming-table than the pulpit: the language, however,
was soon forgotten in the motive. :

The Church of Port Arthur is a beautiful, spacious,
hewn-stone edifice, cruciform in shape, with pinnacled
tower and gables. Internally, it is simply but neatly
fitted, affording accommodation for upwards of 2000
sitters. There is no organ; but a choir has been selected
from among the couvicts, who chaunt the psalms with
considerable effect. As yet, no clergyman of the Esta-
blished Church has been resident, the religious duties
haviné hitherto been undertaken by those zealous and
indefatigable Christians, the Wesleyans. Mr. Manton
is the present respected pastor, a gentleman who has
devoted himself not only to call the sinners of Port
Arthur to repentance, but who has erewhile laboured
earnestly in the same good cause at the now abandoned
settlement of Macquarie Harbour.

After service, we accompanied the Commandant to the
cook-house, where the respective rations were about to be
issued. The manner in which this is arranged is ad-
mirable, The messes, varying from 12 to 26 men, are
berthed in chambers of the penitentiary, affording accom-
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modation for their respective numbers. Each of these
messes selects, in daily rotation, two delegates, who
receive the victuals, and afterwards apportion each man
his share. That this may be fairly done, the mess,
drawn up in double lines before the table, surveys the
partition. They then sit down, and consume all the
food that is set before them; it being one of the im-
perative regulations that nothing shall be laid by,—a
measure to insure the impossibility of husbanding, and
thereby obtaining a provision in case of absconding. So
rigidly is this necessary precaution enforced, that eating
out of season becomes a punishable offence, and no food
(fish or kangaroo, fer example) caught in the bush is on
any pretext permitted to be consumed there. The meal
afforded the convict is not only ample but nutritious,
consisting of excellent soup, good wheaten bread (I tasted
both), and beef, mutton, or pork—such a meal, indeed,
as would rejoice the heart and gladden the eyes of many
an honest, hard-working, hungry Briton. Breakfast and
supper consist of bread and a pint of skilly—a drink of
water thickened by boiling a small portion of flour
therein. The clothing of the convicts is of woollen
cloth, dyed yellow (or partly black, partly yellow): they
are fufnished with two complete suits, shirts, and boots,
a year. Their quarters are clean, comfortable, well-
ventilated, and frequently white-washed. They have a
sufficiency of bedding, which during the day is rolled
up, each man sleeping in a separate berth. In the first
ward we entered, Jones, the Chartist watchmaker, was
acting overseer to the mess, which comprised some dozen
_ refractory lads : Jones said grace for them before meat.
He appeared to be circumspect and orderly, although
upon his first arrival he wore the aspect of a sottish, dis-
sipated mechanic, and was disposed to talk rather freely
and unwarrantably. A hint, however, sufficed : he has
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learned his place, and seems to be in full health and
vigour. When not employed on trifling repairs in his
own trade, he works in the nailer’s shop. Williams is
likewise at Port Arthur. In the first instance, having
assumed a specious character, and being in some degree
conversant with mining, he was sent to the Coal Mines.
There he inveigled some of his companions, built a boat,
and effected a temporary escape: being re-captured, he
was forwarded to Port Arthur, where he at present
works in one of the chain-gangs. I did notsee Williams ;
who is represented as a bad designing man. Some of his
associates-in flight were a short while at large : during
that period they committed a murder, for which they
were executed ; a penalty they might never perhaps have
incurred but for the temptation of Williams. From
the penitentiary barracks we proceeded to the silent
cells, the rations of whose inmates- are only bread and
water. In one we found a juvenile murderer, of
whom more anon. In another was a man confined for
habitual absconding : a short period only had elapsed
since he had been rescued from death by exhaustion.
He was discovered at the last extremity, conveyed to the
- hospital,_recovered with difficulty, and no sooner re-
covered/Zha.n he again attempted a -similarly rash and
fruitless hazard. . —
From the cells we went to the hospital, where we had |

a signal opportunity of drawing a wholesome moral |

from the sad—the miserable consequences of crime. ,
There, upon a stretcher, lay Henry Savary, the once
celebrated Bristol sugar-baker—a man upon whose birth :
Fortune smiled propitious, whose family and kindred
moved in the very first circles, and who himself occupied
no inconsiderable place in his fellow-citizens’ esteem.
The forgery (in 1825) and miraculous escape from
execution of this unhappy man cannot have escaped
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the public mind. Acting under the . advice of several
magistrates of Bristol, Savary pleaded guilty to the
offence, refusing, although earnestly counselled by the
Judge (Gifford), to amend his plea. He was in con-
sequence sentenced to death, and, his crime occurring so
recently after Fauntleroy’s, his execution was deemed
equally certain. The punishment, however, was com-
muted to transportation for life; and Savary shortly
afterwards arrived in this . Colony, where he was
employed as a writer in one of the public departments.
Having left a wife in England who was tenderly attached
to him, - she speedily followed her husband; but the
ship (the Jessie Lawsor) in which she had taken her

- passage was wrecked on the Hoe at Plymouth. The

passengers nevertheless escaped, and Mrs. Savary,

~nothing daunted, embarked in another vessel. She

escaped shipwreck in her second conveyance ; but, unless
report be false, made shipwreck of her husband’s peace
of mind. The domestic affliction here alluded to is
painfully narrated in a tale ealled Quintus Servington ;
a work published by Savary in Hobart Town in 1830,
and which appears to be an authentic memoir so far of '
his ill-starred career. Goaded to frenzy, the miserable
Savary attempted his life, by drawing a razor across his
throat. The wound, however, was not mortal, and he
was discovered in time to save his life. Sheortly after his
wife and child returned to England; and Savary, sub-
sequently obtaining a ticket-of-leave, engaged in farming,
——became bankrupt,—again had recourse to forgery,—
was again convicted, and subjeeted to the ordeal of Port
Arthur. There he experienced a shock of paralysis, and
there ere long, in all human: probability, the misguided
man will terminate his wretched career.*

It has been said by the slanderers of the Colony that

* Savary died shortly after, on the 6th February, 1842.—Ebp.
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vice makes converts. I would that my ancient antago-
nist, His Grace of Dublin, or even his ally of the Colonial
Glazette, could have stood, as I did, by Savary’s pallet
——could have witnessed the scarce-healed wound of his
attenuated throat—the lack-lustre glare of his hollow eye:.
I think even they would have felt inclined to doubt the
syren’s blandishments. Knowing, as I once did at Bristol,
some of Savary’s wealthy, dashing, gay associates,.I could
not contemplate the miserable felon before me without
sentiments of the deepest compassion mingled with horror
and awe. There he lay, a sad—a solemn warning. -
Embarking in a splendid six-oared whale-boat, we
crossed the bay to Point Puer, the boy-thief’s establish-
ment. They were busily occupied in learning and repeating
the- catechism. At the peniténtiary of Point Puer we
encountered Queen Caroline’s celebrated witness, Lieut.
Flynn of the Navy, a miscreant who was convicted in
1839, at the Old Bailey, of forging poor widows’ pension
tickets. For this: fellow. Queen- Caroline obtained the
third class Ordeér of St. Ferdinand; and since his arrival
here letters have been actually addressed to Sir'Jokn
" Flynn. Lights are keptburning throughout the night in
the penitentiary barrack, the inmates of which are never
for a moment stire when or by whom they may be visited.
We accompanied the Commandant in one of his tours of
inspection, visiting several of the rooms at 10 p.m. In
one the odour of tobacco smoke was discerned; and as
the possession of tobacco is an offence against the regu-
lations, notice was given that the entire ward would be
placed in charge until the smoker was made known.
‘When we came away they had not discovered the offender,
and, in consequence, every man was made to sleep in a
silent apartment. In passing along the streets after
dark, every sentry challenges, and without the counter-
sign even the Commandant -would be peremptorily
]




TiffUpd 1997

276 Excursion to Port Arthur.

detained. Every soldier invariably bears loaded arms.
The penitentiary yards are commanded in various places.
They are repeatedly visited ; and such is the severity of
discipline, such the rgidity of scrutiny, ay, and such the
felons’ mutual distrust, that anything like concerted
revolt is as hopeless as impracticable. We slept in
perfect tranquillity in a house unconscious of window-
shutters—guiltless of window fastenings. .
. Having witnessed .the devotional exercises of - Point
Puer, we next morning paid a visit to the various work-
shops. . In this admirable establishment between 600 and
700 boys are taught the means of obtaining an honest
livelihood. "When first received, they are instructed in
the use of the spade, the hoe,and the grubbing axe.. They
clear, break up, fence, and cultivate their own.land, the
product being principally confined to potatoes, cabbages,
turnips, and other vegetables. After aterm of good con-
duct the option of trade is conceded as a boon, five or six
kinds of handicraft being submitted for. election. At the
head of each department the necessary instructions are
to be found; . and, as means and oppertunities admit,
these are ehosen from among persons arriving free in the
Colony. The juvenile sawyers first attracted our notice :
of these there aré from 15 to 20 pairs. - At present they
work in open pits,. but sheds are in progress to shelter
them from the weather. Theselads notonly cut sufficient
timber for all their -own buildings, but faurnish con-
siderable supplies to the other works. The boat-builders’
department . (in -which- is Kirby, the poisoner of  his
master at Lincoln, now a young man of exemplary
conduct,) came next under review: there a beautiful
whale-boat of Huon pine, the. timbers of light (a re-
semblance in colour of rose) wood, was rapidly attaining
completion. = At the cooperage, tubs, buckets, mess kids,
and ship buoys were in progress of manufacture. About
50 tailors actively cut out and make up clothing; while
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