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and ‘‘on one piece was found a sea centipede, about four
inches long, covered with fine bristly hair; it was feeding
upon two barnacles (‘Lepos anatifera) which had at-
tached themselves to the stone.” (Vol. i. p.124.)

It is very clear, that this pumice must have been some
time at sea.

Almost all the pieces I have found are water-worn and
round ; many smooth: in colour, it is whitish, and
brownish grey ; and contains often traces of crystals of
augite or hornblende. Many of the pieces are extremely
small; others are very large. There must be enormous
quantities along the coast ; for it is imbedded in the drift
sand, and is as numerous as any of the more frequent
litoral relics. On many of those I picked up at Bondi
Bay, and near Red Head, there are small Serpule and
other marine exuvie; proving, I think, satisfactorily,
that they must have lain a long time near the level of
the sea : but whether in the localities whence they came,
or since they have been drifted hither, cannot be shown.

Knowing that the currents along the east coast of
Australia run from south and north with great velocity,
the probable explanation is, that the pumice drifts from
the north, and when caught by a strong east gale may be
driven obliquely across the current, so as to be lodged on
the north side of the places where it occurs. Its origin
may be in the Solomon Islands, or in New Caledonia,
or some other of the volcanic islands; such as the
Friendly or Sandwich groups, from which latter it has
been asserted, without proof, that it does come. Another
origin may be assumed in a sub-marine volcano not far
from our coast; but in that case one would naturally con-
clude that the source might be discovered. It would be
an interesting enquiry to trace the source whence it is de-
rived, and whether it does actually (as suggested by Mr.
‘Wilton) come on shore, after easterly winds, in a state
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to prove its frequent and recent production. What I
have examined appears to be of old character, and the
débris of a source long age erupted.

I have been informed that it has been also found
along the shore of Bass’s Strait; and that one piece,
perfectly water-worn, was found upon a high mountain
full 25 miles inland from the mouth of the Clarence
River. Unless it was carried thither from the coast by
one of the Aborigines, who fill their bags with all kinds
of substances, which are dropped about the country, it
would seem that pumice used to drift to these shores long
before the present coast attained its elevation above the
ocean ; and this, if a fact, would alone render an enquiry
into the subject one of great value and interest to the
history of New Holland. In the volcanic district north
west of Port Phillip, it is said pumice is found upon
some of the hills; but whether, if it be the case, the
pumice is drift, or in situ, does not appear to have been
determined. An investigation of the range of this drift
pumice along the shores of Australia and Tasmania,
would not be an unimportant employment. Captain
Stanley, of H.M.S. Britomart, was so obliging as to take
a note of the occurrence, and to promise to look out
for it in the examination of the coasts which he is now
engaged in exploring. Should any further information
reach me, I will lay it before the Society.

Art. I1. On the Mythology of the New Zealanders.
By James Hamrin, Missionary, Orooa, New Zealand..

(Continued from page 264.)

I canv~or find, so far as my inquir.ies have hitherto gone,
that the natives are able to give any kind of history of their
wars, either connected or disconnected, general or parti-
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cular, as they occurred from the time of their arrival in
the land to the period of our visiting New Zealand. Only
those of a very recent date appear to be known to the
present generation. Perhaps some very old men, whom
I have not yet had an opportunity of consulting, may be
able to give some account of their wars of a more
distant period. The only battles of which I have been able
to get information happened about 60 years ago, as nearly
as I can guess; nor have I heard of any of a more re-
mote date ; though undoubtedly there always have been
wars amongst them ever since they have been a people.
It is stated that the Taranake and all the adjacent tribes
joined together and made an attack upon the Waikato.
Both parties foughtin the open field, and it is said a thou-
sand* men fell in that engagement. The battle is known by
the name of Mangeo. Another bloody battle is said to
have been fought between two parties of Waikato natives ;
one party was in the fortification, the other attacked it :
those in the fortification were completely routed, and few
escaped. Itis supposed thata thousand men were slain at
that time. This is known by the name of Taipouri. The
tribe that fought in the fortification does not count above
twenty fighting men at the present time. Another battle
is stated to have been fought between the Thames and
‘Waikato natives, in the open field, perhaps a little subse-
quent to those above mentioned, where neither party or
both claimed the day. Amnother was fought between two
parties of Waikato natives, at which time two hundred are
supposed to have fallen. These, of course, do not include
numerous other skirmishes and battles in which the tens,
the twenties, the thirties, and the forties have fallen ;
nor do they include battles fought in other parts of the
island,—which, perhaps, have been equally numerous.

# 1000 is very often an indefinite number, a great many, but it
is not known how many.
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All the above were fought with native weapons alone,
previous to the introduction of any other.
Formerly there was a distinct tribe at Manukau, called

" the Waiohua, or Ngaiwi: only one man of this, I am

told, now survives. This tribe was first weakened by the
battles fought between them and the Ngatiwatua; the
particulars of which I must defer till another time, as I
am not in possession of them now. Another large and
powerful tribe, which used to reside in Paroa Bay, in the
Bay of Islands, was broken up about fourteen years ago,
and very. few now survive. That large and powerful
tribe at the North Cape was broken up about thirteen
years ago, and many of them are now living amongst
the Rarawa. Two considerable tribes, which used to
reside at Wangaroa on the eastern coast, have ceased to
exist as tribes.

About thirty-eight years ago a disease visited the Island
which the natives call Rewharewa, an epidemic, perhaps
influenza : comparatively few escaped its attacks; but it
does not appear that very many of them died from it.
About four years subsequent to the one just mentioned,
a dreadful disease visited the Island, which, to use the
natives’ own term, swept the land of its inhabitants. It
made its first appearance at the northern part of the
Island, and was, it seems, mild in its attacks at
its commencement, but gaining strength by its pro-
gress, it became dreadful indeed as it approached towards
the southward. It is related as a fact, and that too by
natives of different districts, that out of a family of ten
only one survived; and this is by no means given as a
solitary instance, but as one of frequent occurrence. It is
supposed by the natives that half the population was
swept off by this disease, the symptoms of which were,—
sore-throat ; pain all over the body, more or less; severe
headache, attended by a loss of all the hair of the head.
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The natives observe (and I think very correctly too) that
this depopulated their country more than all the wars
had ever done.
- I think I have seen it stated that, since the intro-
duction of arms and ammunition into the country, the
Island has been greatly depopulated. This undoubtedly
was the case at their first appearance, when only par-
ficular parties possessed them, and others did not; but
since they have been possessed generally, I think their
wars have not been worse, if so bad, as they were before.
It is true war was carried on by the natives to a con-
siderable extent, in various parts of the Island, till the
influence of the Gospel was generally felt amongst them.
The principal battles that have been fought since the
introduction of muskets and powder are as follows :—
The Totara in the Thames district, near Mr. Preece’s
house, was a post of importance. About 1822 this was
taken by stratagem rather than by storm, and it is sup-
posed there were at least 500 killed. The Ngapuhis,
or the natives of the Bay of Islands and its vicinity,
went to the Thames and attacked the fortifications: the
Ngapuhis had muskets, but the others had none—or, at
most, but very few. Another pa, or fortification, that
was taken by the Ngapuhis, was Mauineina, in the
Tamaki River, near Otahuhu. Many of the Thames’ tribe
were killed, and numbers taken prisoners. The taking
of this pa caused all the Thames and Manukau natives to
leave, and to go to the upper part of Waikato and
‘Waipa to reside, making Matakitaki (a very large pa) a
place of refuge. About the time that Mauineina was
taken, the Ngapuhis found their way to Matakitaki: and
at this time there were at least 4000 fighting men in the
pa. As soon as the Ngapuhis fired off their muskets,
the whole of the pa took to their heels, and having a
deep ditch all round the pa, they could easily run down
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into the ditch, but could not so easily climb up the other

- side: the comsequence was, that, being panic-struck,

they all rushed to the ditches to make their escape; but
before the foremost ones could reach the opposite side,
those next to them were upon them, and those hehind
them were upon them again ; so that the ditches were in
a short time full, and great numbers suffocated : and it
is stated, upon pretty good authority, that few were
killed by the Ngapuhis compared with those suffocated
in the ditches. It is supposed that 1300 or 1400 perished
in the taking of this place, besides a great many that
were taken prisoners. This took place about the year
1823. The Totara, Mauineina, and Mataklta.kl were
all taken by Hongi, or Shunghe. -

Previous to any of these three just mentioned, the
Ngapuhis undertook two expeditions to the East Cape :
what success attended them, I only know in a general
way. Several pas, however, were taken ; many men were
killed,and numbers made prisoners. At this time, perhaps,.
when the Ngapuhis were well supplied with muskets,
&c., and other tribes were not, it scarcely deserves the
name of fighting. Besides those that were killed in the
taking of these pas, no doubt many small parties suffered
on the way to and.from {the place. About a year sub-
sequent to this, but previous to the first three, another
expedition was fitted out for Rotorua. The alleged
cause of this was a Ngapuhi chief, who is said to have .
had a very narrow escape from the Rotorua natives
on his return from the East Cape expedition. Several
pas were taken at this time at Rotorua; many were
killed, but the number taken prisoners far exceeded any,
or perhaps all, that they had previously taken put
together. The reason of ‘this was, the pas were on
the islands in the lakes; and when the pas were taken,
they had no means of escape. Numbers jumped into
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the lakes, and many no doubt perished ; but the greater
part, finding they could not reach the opposite side,
returned, preferring slavery to death. These hosts of

.slaves were conducted to Makitu (the landing place of

the Ngapuhis), and behaved remarkably well while they
were there ; for the Ngapuhis were some days in repairing
their canoes, &c. DBut the night before they were to
depart, nearly the whole of the slaves fled—not one out of
twenty remained, and those who did remain were in too
close confinement to leave. Nearly all the chiefs, as well
as others, had been taken prisoners; but Hongi and
the head chiefs generously restored them to their liberty,
or else that tribe would have been completely broken.

g After this the pas first mentioned—viz. the Totara,

Mauineina, and Matakitaki on the Waipa—were taken.

‘While the Ngapuhis were at Waipa, they went, before re-
turning home, to Taranake for the first time : how many
pas were then taken I cannot say; but this I can state,
that Taranake slaves amongst the Ngapuhis were far more
numerous than any other body of natives; but since the
Gospel has been generally received, they have nearly all
returned to their own land. Subsequent to the taking
Matakitaki was the battle fought between the Ngapuhis
and Ngatiwatua at Kaipara. This battle is known by the
name of the Tkaranganui. It was fought in the open field,

and about three hundred of the Ngatiwatua were killed :
Hongi also lost his son, Hare, there. The battle seems
to have been very desperate at first; for a part of the
Ngapuhis fled, and never returned again, leaving Hongi
and his immediate party to combat with the enemy.
The Ngatiwatua were, however, soon routed, and about
the number above stated killed.  Hongi exhibited the
true character of a savage on this occasion; for, while
many of the poor creatures lay groaning and bleeding,
he came and dug out their eyes, and swallowed them.
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