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1832 was a series of skirmishes carried on more than two
years, during which time many were killed, and half as
many more perhaps died of disease from want of food.
The affair also between the Rotorua and the Waikato
natives, which took place in 1836, and has continued
more or less up to 1841, is a series of skirmishes
and murders, with the exception of the first attack,
when at least 100 of Rotorua fell, but comparatively
few of the others. The origin of this was the murder
of a Waikato chief, for no cause whatever, so far as we
can find out. This was revenged by a small party of
the Waikato going and attacking a pa of Rotorua,
which had nothing whatever to do with the murder, and
perhaps had scarcely heard of it at the time, when five
were killed. But this was not sufficient, as the person
murdered was a relation of almost everybody’s after his
death ; consequently, a general muster was made, and a
large army assembled. They went to Tauranga, where
were eleven Rotorua natives,who had brought a feast to the
Tauranga natives, or something of the kind : the Tauranga
immediately gave up the poor creatures to be butchered,
and then joined the Waikato. They all went on to
Maketu and took the pa there, when about 150 were 1
killed. The natives of this pa were altogether a distinct 1
party from those who committed the murder; but they |
were the sufferers. The Rotorua natives in return at-

tacked the Tamu pa of Tauranga, and took it, though with

great loss, but not equal to that of the pa; both parties

fought desperately. A few weeks after this the Waikato

went to Rotorua, and a battle ensued ; at which time the
Mission Station there was plundered. The loss on the
Rotorua side was considerable. Subsequent to these just
mentioned, a series of skirmishes and murders on both

sides has taken place, in which not less perhaps than

seven hundred have been killed.
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In the last Kororarika war which happened, in 1839,
there were several skirmishes: what number were killed
I cannot say, but probably above 100.

Others were fought, of which my informant has a very
imperfect knowledge, and which I shall only mention.
Hongi, and a great savage whose name was Koikoi,
fought a battle with another tribe of Ngapuhis, who
were their relatives : two hundred fell ; there is only one
family living to my knowledge. This was fought before
any muskets were in the country. Another battle was
fought between Hongi and a large party of Hokianga
who were in a pa ; the pa had one musket, and Hongi had
a musket : but the pa was completely routed, and nearly
one hundred are said to have been slain. At another
time, Koikoi went against a party in Hokianga, and the
pa to which he was going came to his pa at the same time :
each party found only women at home ; about one hundred
in each are said to have been killed. A desperate battle
is stated to have been fought between Hongi and the
Ngatipo (the natives of Wangaroa, who were overthrown
when Hongi was wounded) : the Ngatipo came to Waimati
and attacked Hongi; but were repulsed. How many
are supposed to have fallen, I cannot ascertain. Subse-
quently to this, another desperate battle was fought
between Hongi, who was joined by the Hokianga natives,
and the Ngatipo, who were joined by the Rararua tribe :
the two armies met a little to the southward of Wanga-
roa, in the open field; this is represented as being a
very bloody battle indeed. The loss on the side of the
Ngatipo was so great that that tribe never ventured to
attack the Ngapuhis again. The number stated to have
fallen must at least have been 300. This took place
about thirty years ago. Another battle was fought by the
Waimati party with the Kawakawa party, at Taiamai,
called the Mataparawera, from the circumstance of its
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being fought in a place where the fern had been newly
burnt off; and in the heat of battle they were nearly
blinded by the black ashes of the fern. Hence the name
mata, face; para, the black ashes; wera, of the burnt
place. Two hundred of the Kawakawa natives are
said to have fallen, but scarcely any of Hongi’s party.
The war between Waikato and Taranake commenced,
I think, about 1830, and continued up to 1840. No
sooner had the Waikato made peace with the Ngapubhi,
than they turned their attention to the Taranake. On
the first attack they were repulsed with great loss, and
were pursued by Taranake almost to the borders of Wai-
kato. One tribe of two hundred men returned with only
twenty alive on this occasion. I think it was at the com-
mencement of this war that all the principal chiefs of the
‘Waikato were so completely in the hands of the Taranake,
that they might have cut off every man of them; and
some were for doing it, but others interfered and pre-
vented it. Those nativesby whom the Waikato were saved
were remembered in their distress. Success seemed to
attend the arms of the natives of Taranake, till the
wreck of the vessel in which the woman was taken,
whose name I think was Gaun: the treatment which !
these Europeans experienced froguthe natives prejudiced ‘
all other Europeans against them; and, the Taranake,
being thus deprived of the means of getting ammunition,
soou fell before the Waikato, and pa after pa was taken.
Many fled to Port Nicholson to reside, hoping to enjoy
peace and quiet from their enemies ; but in this they were
mistaken, for the Waikato pursued them even to this
place : those that remained were reduced to the number
of sixty, as mentioned in the list. The Waikato next
attacked the natives of the centre of the district of Tara-
nake; and greatly reduced their numbers. They have

also attacked the third body of natives in the vicinity
VOL.I. NO. V. AA '
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of Mount Egmont, known by the name of Ngatirnanui,
and have taken several pas from them. The Waikato
natives have also carried on their wars at Taupo, at
‘Warganui, at Entry Island, at Rotorua, and at the East-

~Cape. Thus the Waikato went on under the banners of

Satan, until the banner of the Cross drew away the army
from being soldiers of Satan to be the soldiers of the
Captain of their Salvation, to be led on by Him to a
more glorious warfare, the end of which is everlasting
life!

With regard to migrations, the only one of any im-
portance of which I have heard is that of the Ngatiawa,
now residing at Tauranga, and the Ngapuhis, now in-
habiting the Bay of Islands. The inhabitants of Tau-
ranga were formerly the residents of the Bay of Islands;
but the present occupiers of the soil inhabited places
farther north. I cannot exactly state where the residence
of the Ngapuhis was, but I believe somewhere between
Mount Cormee and Wangaroa, on the east coast. When
these two tribes migrated cannot with certainty be deter-
mined, but, from what I can hear, I should think about
60 or 70 years ago, or perhaps more than that. A
series of battles must have taken place (with the parti-
culars of which I am  unacquainted) to have caused the
migration of these two tribes; for the Ngatiawa (or the
natives of Tauranga) were driven from their own soil by
their enemies, and only left it because they were not able
to stand their ground.. I have heard of no other migra-
tions of any importance, though there may have been
many.

I am sorry that Mrs. Hamlin’s illness has prevented
me from getting such information as would have enabled
me to give a satisfactory -account of the average
number of births and deaths. Perhaps the number of
families I have here written down, with the number of
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children born, and those who are now alive, will give us
an idea of the number born, and of the proportionate

number of deaths. Buta more full account I must leave
to a future period. X
Born.  Killed: Died. Now alive.

8 families grown up ........ 63 2 88 23
9 families, young ..... veee.. 28 0 17 11
9 families, young .......... 26 1 12 13

These families have not been selected, but have been
taken in little parties as they have sat together. It has
struck me, that if all the families in two tribes were taken
down, with the number of births and deaths that have
occurred in each family, we should then be able to ar-
rive at something like the average number of births and
deaths that have taken place in the whole island. It has
been observed, that two-thirds of the deaths in New
Zealand take place under 20 years of age. If this is the .
case, I should think half of them occur in infancy. In

" confirmation of this statement I shall only mention one
instance. Within a fortnight of our Sophia’s birth, either
before or after, there were five native children born of
the natives living near us, only one of whom is now alive :
these died within six months of their birth. The one
which is now alive was medicined and fed by us when he
wasill. Some of the New Zealanders have a great many
children born,—some as many as 14, others 15, and a
few have had 20: nor are these occurrences rare; and
yet if five or six of these arrive at middle age, it is con-
sidered a large family. When something of the kind
was mentioned some time ago, I was unwilling to admit
the fact; but, from my own observation, I find it is the
case. From 1835 to 1838 it was considered that the
population decreased ; but that from 1838 to 1841 it has
increased. If a reason be asked why so many of the
New Zealanders die in infancy, I should answer, first,
from the idleness, negligence, and thoughtlessness of the
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mothers ; and, secondly, from want of proper food and
clothing. Some persons may perhaps think it difficult to
reconcile the first of these with the hypothesis that
generally prevails, that the New Zealanders, in general,
are fond of their children. While this is the case, it is
also true that they are very careless, inconsistent, and I
should in justice to them say, ignorant mothers. In a
warm day it is no uncommon thing to see a mother wrap
up her child in a blanket; while, at another time, she
will leave her child exposed to the cold piercing winds,
almost in a state of nudity. A New Zealand mother
can, and often does, pour forth abundantly her pity and
fondness over her sick and suffering child; but when a
little active assistance is required, she is by no means so
ready to exert herself.

The number of families above stated is 26, the number
of children 117; the usual method adopted to get
the number of inhabitants, is to multiply the number of
fighting men by 3. But in this case, if we add the 26
men and 26 women in those 26 families to the children,
it will give us 169 : this will enable us to multiply the
fighting men by 63. But if we take the number of
children now alive, and add the 26 women, we shall find
that we shall hardly be able to multiply the fighting men
by 3 : considering, however, that the families were young,
it is quite probable that they may have several more
children yet, which will, I think, allow us to multiply by
the figure 3. By adding up the number of the inhabitants
in the following pages, and by taking the number born
in the 26 families as a sort of proportion for the whole,
we shall be able to get pretty near the average number
of deaths and births. And though this may not be quite
sure ground to go upon, yet I should think that, by
taking the average number of births and deaths in two
whole tribes, we should obtain a very fair proportion
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for the whole. With regard to the fighting men, I think
the natives are very correct in general, in giving the
number in each tribe.

I subjoin a calculation of the number of inhabitants in
each district, and throughout the island. The most
northern district of New Zealand is the vicinity of the
North Cape. The tribe that formerly resided in this
district was called the Aupouri; but this has ceased to
exist as a tribe about thirteen years. The most northern
tribe now is the Rarawa, which is scattered up and down
the whole of the northern part of the island from the North
Cape to Oruru Bay on the east coast, and to about fifteen
miles to the northward of Hokianga on the west. I shall

number the districts, beginning from the most northern.
Fighting Total
Men.  Inhabitants.

No. 1. Church Missionary Station. Eastand

West Coasts. North District. Tribe Raraua 1500 4500
No. 2. - West Coast. Wesleyan M. Station.

Hokianga District ...... teceseceennn ceso 1200 3600

These by the natives at a distance are also

called Ngapuhis ;—among the Ngapuhis they

are called Hokianga.
No. 3. East Coast. C. M. Station. Bay of

Islands: two Districts, Taramai & Waimate.

Tribe Ngapuhi ..ccccceveccnecncciannn. 2400 7200
No:. 4. West Coast. W. M. S. Manjakahis,

Kaipara, & Wairoa. Ngatiwatua living

amongst Ngapuhis ......... eeesscsressss 400 1200
_ No.5. West Coast. C.M.S. Districtof Wai-
' kato and Manukau. Tribe Waikato ..... . 6000 18,000
No. 6. East Coast. C.M.S. Thames Distriet.
Tribe Ngatimaru.. oo iveeeereeceoncanns . 130 3900

No. 7. East Coast. C. M. S. Tauranga Dis-
trict. Bay of Plenty. Tribe Ngatiawa.... 700 2100
No. 8. Inland from the East Coast. C. M. S.
Rotorua District. Tribe Ngatewakaue .... 4500 13,500
No. 9. Middle of the Island, visited by members
of the Rotoruas. C.M. S. Taupo District. .
- Tribe Ngatituwaretof. . «voeesecscsoressss 600 1800
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