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that many of these men underwent in attempting to make
their escape would scarcely be credited. I should have
selected a few of the most extraordinary cases, had I
not feared extending this narrative to too great a length.

About the latter end of the year a party of natives
made their appearance near the hut of a man burning
shells for lime near the Gates, but were, as the man
says, frightened away at sight of his formidable ap-
pearance,—a man four feet eleven inches in his shoes,
armed with a rake!

The seitlement was occasionally on very short rations,
owing to the uncertainty of the passages made by the
vessels. The distance from Macquarie Harbour to Ho-
bart Town is about two hundred and twenty miles, and
has been made in thirty-six hours; but the voyage from
Hobart Town could never be depended upon. Vessels
have been detained at Recherche Bay and Port Davey
for six and seven weeks. I was fortunate enough to
make one of the shortest passages, and that was twelve
days : it has been done in eleven.

On the 22nd December, 1822, it blew a.complete gale,
and a small schooner, the first vessel built at the settle-
ment, appeared to labour hard, when all at once she
parted from her anchor, and drifted rapidly towards the
Gordon River. Captain Cuthbertson, who had been for
some time in his verandah observing the circumstances,
immediately ordered his boat, and went to her assistance.
His coxswain was in the boat, but she was steered by a
man named Anderson, a convict overseer, who had been
mate of a ship. They succeeded in reaching the schooner,
and with some exertion got her through the surf to the
other side of the flats, at the mouth of the Gordon River,
—there they anchored her in smooth water.

On the boat’s return the surf was beating with great
violence on the flats : there was a channel through these
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flats, and Anderson wished to keep to it; but the Com-
mandant, apprehending no danger, and not wishing
to lose time, peremptorily ordered him to steer straight
a-head through the surf, which he did. They had not
proceeded one hundred yards when a heavy sea struck
the boat on her starboard bow, and upset her. One of
the crew succeeded in laying hold of Captain Cuthbert-
son, and three times got him on the bottom of the boat,
but exhausted and weak he could not hold on: he ex-
claimed, ¢ My man, save yourself,—never mind me, it is
of no use!” and sank beneath the wave. Anderson and
the man just mentioned were the only persons saved.

This melancholy and unexpeeted circumstance threw
the settlement into great consternation, and there was
some confusion as to who should take charge of the set-
tlement ; the duties, however, were carried on by each
person respectively, and the distressing intelligence was
communicated to Hobart Town.

A diligent search at the same time took place for the
body of the deceased Commandant, which was discovered
between the Gordon and Birch’s Inlet : he was interred,
with as much ceremony as the trifling means of the
settlement would allow, on the northern extremity of the
Island; but his remains were afterwards removed to
head quarters and placed in the cemetery, where a monu-
ment records his services, and melancholy end.

Lieutenant Wright, of the 3rd (Buffs) regiment, suc-
ceeded as Commandant.  During his administration the
settlement made some progress, and a farm was com-
menced on the main. From this spot, in June, 1824, a
party of convicts, which afterwards formed one of the
most formidable bands of bushrangers that ever infested
Tasmania, made their escape. These men had planned
to run away with one of the barges when the Comman-
dant, accompanied by the Surgeen, visited the place
where they were working.
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It was soon perceived there was something wrong
amongst the prisoners; and the Commandant succeeded
in reaching the boat, and in pushing off just before the
feMows ran to seize her. The poor Doctor (Garrett) was
not so fortunate, he was taken prisoner by the gang, who,
after a kind of council of war, determined to give the
Doctor, in his own person, an example of the scenes he
had often witnessed—the application of the cat-o’nine-
tails. The instrument of torture was in a few minutes
prepared and ready for action. It was in vain that the
intended victim attempted to expostulate,—it was in vain
that argument in arrest of judgment flowed from his
trembling lips : he was ordered to strip. There appeared

.no remedy ; and he had slowly managed to get off his
coat, when a deliverer appeared in the shape of Brady,
who had been a patient in the hospital, and kindly treated
by Dr. Garrett: he would not allow him to be touched.
It is easier to conceive than to describe the delight which
his escape caused to the worthy Doctor.. '

The men made good their escape in the open boat,
though closely pursued by the pilot, Mr. Lucas, a most
active and determined man, who, during the time he was
stationed at Macquarie Harbour, became the terror of
the runaways ; for they scarcely ever entertained hopes of |
escape when they knew he was pursuing them.

Several murders were committed at this time; and
three men who had been sent to Hobart Town, and there
convicted of murder, were sent back under charge of the
Under Sheriff, Mr. C. Abbott, to be executed at the set-
tlement. There was no clergyman to prepare these
unhappy men to meet their awful fate. They died hard-
ened and impenitent. This event did not make the im-
pression which it was expected to do on the prisoners,—
for murders were afterwards often attempted, unfortu-
nately in many instances with too fatal a result.
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On the 21st April, 1825, Lieut. (the late Brigade
Major) Butler, then of the 40th regiment, assumed the
command of the settlement, relieving Lieut. Wright, who
had to proceed with his regiment to Sydney. e

Under Captain Butler’s management a daily improve-
ment was visible in every branch of the service at Mac-
quarie Harbour ; his activity and perseverance in carrying
on the works,—his firm and severe, yet humane and just
government of the prisoners, could not fail to produce
the most salutary effects. Building after building was
erected, every part of the settlement brought into culti-
vation, excellent quays bordered the front, whilst fences,
constructed of successive tiers of paling some thirty feet
high, were made to protect the rear of the settlement
from the blasting effects of the north-west winds; raft
after raft of Huon pine came floating down the Gordon,
and from the adjacent banks: boats, cutters, schooners,
and brigs left the dock-yard. The land upon which the
dock-yard itself stood was taken from the sea. Philip
Island was brought into cultivation ; in fact Capt. Butler
left nothing to his successors to perform,—they had
merely to continue to carry on the works either begun
or in contemplation.

During Captain Butler’s administration murders con-
tinued to be committed occasionally, and prisoners to
attempt their escape, though with an exception or two
without success. The most serious attempt at absconding
was made in December, 1828 : the pilot had taken down
and discharged a small craft or lighter, named after him-
self the James Lucas, with a cargo of materials to enlarge
his quarters. The next morning, between nine and ten
o’clock, he went on board, and having stept below, was
surprised at finding the hatches suddenly closed upon
him by his boat’s crew and two other conviets who had
come down with him. The men threatened to murder
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him : one man in particular, named Burke, would have
put the threats into execution, but was prevented by
another named Thomson ; who, however, observed, that
he wished he had the Commandant there instead of Mr.
Lucas, as they would teach him how to flog men, and
behave better to his boat’s crew.

They then made away with the mainsail of the sloop,
and let go a second anchor: whilst some were thus em-
ployed, four went on shore to the boat’s crew hut, and
took away all the provisions they could obtain. After
their return to the sloop, they got into Mr. Lucas’s
whale-boat, and steered to the northward.

Mr. Lucas broke through the bulk-heads which
separated the cabin from the hold : he there found two of
his boat’s crew, Tait and Mordicais, who had scrupled to
join the mutineers. Mr. Lucas asked them to assist in
retaking the vessel, but they declined, urging the odds
against them. The names of the men who had absconded
were Peering, Burke, Appleby, Colvin, Day, and Thom-
son. They were all of them apprehended, two by Mr.
YT.ucas himself, at Circular Head. The first three were
executed ; the others had their sentence commuted to
transportation for seven years, and sent back to Mac-
quarie Harbour, when Colvin and Thomson again at-
tempted to make their escape: Colvin was retaken, but
the other got clear off.

About this time the skeleton of a man, with his clothes
on, was found near Mount Sorell, supposed to be one of
the former runaways.

Another melancholy death by drowning took place
shortly after. Mr. George Lusk, a respectable and
promising young gentleman attached to the Commissariat
Department, went out on the 25th April, 1829, to try a
new dingy (or small gig), built for the Cyprus; he had
been bred to the sea, and was supposed to be a good
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boatman. He was accompanied by two men, Smith,
the Commandant’s second coxswain, and Johnstone, one
of the boat’s crew.

The boat appeared to sail well, although the weather
was very unfavourable; and in a squall which caught
her between the small island and the settlement she sud-
denly went down. The Commandant and Lieutenant
Champ saw the accident ; several boats put off, but, alas!
to no purpose. Mr. Lusk’s cap and one oar were all
that was found.

The next day the body of Smith was brought up, but
dreadfully disfigured by the fish: no traces of Mr. Lusk
or of Johnstone were ever discovered. The boat was
weighed some few days after.

It is a curious fact that, some time after this melancholy
event, one of the soldiers, a man of weak mind, whilst on
sentry at night near the dock-yard, stated, when he was
relieved, that he had seen Charles Smith come from the
water-side,—that he challenged him, but received no
answer,—that he could not fire at him for fright,—that
he saw him: go into the boat’s crew hut, come out again,
and disappear at the water-side. This story set all the
island almost on the look-outi for ghosts and apparitions.

On the 21st June, 1829, Captain (now Major) Briggs,
of the 63rd regiment, arrived as Commandant, after a
passage of nine weeks from Hobart Town; and Captain
Butler, much to the regret of all the persons who had the
pleasure to serve under him, returned to head quarters,
to join his regiment for India. :

The most remarkable event affecting the settlement
during Captain Briggs’ command, was the piratical
seizure of the government brig Cyprus at Recherche
Bay, on her passage with prisoners and provisions to
Macquarie Harbour. This vessel had been expected
some time at the settlement, as the stock of provisions
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- was very low; indeed it became so short, that the Com-

) mandant found it expedient to despatch the pilot Bow-
hill to Hobart. Town. At Port Davey, however,. he
met the government brig Tamar, bringing supplies, and
the intelligence of the capture of the Cyprus; a circum-
stance of serious inconvenience, not only to the settlement
at large, but particularly to the officers, every one of

" whom had some private supplies on board, and several
were considerable losers. ‘:'

It appears that the Cyprus left Hobart Town on the
28th July, 1829, for Macquarie Harbour, with sup-
plies, thirty-one prisoners, and a guard: they were de-
tained eight days at Recherche Bay. On the 29th she
drove from her anchors, and was again weather-bound
till the 16th August. Durirg this period a conspiracy
had been formed amongst the prisoners,and on the day
mentioned the officer of the guard (a lieutenant of the 63rd
regiment), the medical officer, who was proceeding to
Macquarie Harbour, and the mate of the vessel, having
left the brig in a boat to fish, whilst the remainder of the
guard, with the exeeption of the two sentinels and of the
passengers, were at tea, the mutineers considered this a
fit opportunity to carry their projects into effect. ,

Five of the principal leaders were on deck at this time
out of irons, which had been imprudently struck off.
These men succeeded in diverting the attention of the
sentinels from their duty, and then, making a sudden
rush, ‘secured them and their arms. They gext shut up
the three hatchways by placing on them hencoops, billets
of wood, &c.

The military fired three or four shots through the
hatchway, but with no other effect than to blow off the
sleeve of the ringleader’s coat... The acting master in
attempting to expostulate was severely beaten; one of
the soldiers also, who had resisted, was so severely




TiffUpd 1997



