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surface, rump, and upper tail-coverts pure white; lores and
line over the eye greyish black, gradually passing into the deli-
cate pearl-grey which extends over the face; back, wings, and
tail greyish brown; irides dark vinous orange; bill light vinous
grey, or bluishk horn-colour, except on the culmen, where it is
more yellow, particularly at the base; the upper mandible sur-
rounded at the base by a narrow belt of black, which also
extends on each side the culmen to the nostrils; base of the
lower mandible surrounded by a belt of rich orange, which
extends to the corners of the mouth; feet bluish white.

Total length, 31 inches; bill, 4}; wing, 213; tail, 9; tarsi, 3.

Hab. Bass’s Straits.-

The above are the dimensions of a female; the male is con-
siderably larger.

Nearly allied to, but larger than D. melanophrys.

TaarLassiproMa NEREIs. Thal. gutture pectoreque fuligi-

noso-cinereis; dorso, uropygio tectricibusque caude cine-

Hreis; ab];iomine, lgteribus’et crisso izlbis. i

ead, neck, and chest soo ; lower part of the wing-
coverts,’back, rump, and up;ngrt:i{-coverts grey, each feather
very slightly margined with white; wings greyish black ; tail
grey, broadly tipped with black; under surface pure white;
rides, bill, and feet black.

Total length, 6} inches; bill, f;; wing, 53 ; tail, 23; tarsi, 1}.

Hab. Bass’s Straits, on the south coast of Australia.

This beautiful fairy-like Storm Petrel is about the size of
Thal. Wilsoni, and is remarkable as differing from most of the
members of the group in having no white on the rump and in
the pure white of the under surface.

Menura superba.—Mr. Gould gives the following account
of the Menura or Lyre-bird of Australia. This bird, like the
Brush Turkey, (Z'alegalla Lathami, Gould), has been classed
by ornithologists in various groups, but agﬁ:haps most generally
it has been regarded as one of the Gallinaceous order. Mr.
Gould’s observations, however, all tend to prove that it ought
to be arranged among the Insessores, and is most nearly allied
to certain South American genera of Ground Thrushes, such as
Pteroptochos, Scytalopus, &c.

The Menura is a terrestrial bird, and but rarely takes to the
wing. When pursued it generally escapes by running into the
thick brushwood : it is so extremely shy, the author observes, that
of all the birds he ever met with the Lyre-bird is by far the
most difficult to procure

Whilst among the brushes he has been surrounded by these
birds, pouring torth their loud and liquid calls, for days together

-without being able to get a sight of them ; and it was only by
the most determined perseverance and extreme caution that he
was enabled to effect this desirable object, which was rendered
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the more difficult by their often frequenting the almost inacces-
sible and precipitous sides of gullies and ravines. Its food
appears to consist principally of insects, especially those of the
oleopterous order, and Centipedes. Mr. Gould also found the
remains of shells of snails in the gizzard, which he remarks is
strong and muscular. The nest is placed either on the ledge of -
a projecting rock, at the base of a tree, or on the top of a stump,
but always near the ground. '
_ The natives state that the eggs are two in number, and of a

ht colour, freckled with red.— Proceedings of the Zoological
Society, 11th May, 1841.

AUSTRALIAN FISH.

At a Meeting of the Zoological Society, held on the 9th
March, 1841 (James Whishaw, Esq., in the Chair), a paper

by Dr. Richardson, on some new or little known fishes from

the Australian seas, was read. The following is an abstract of
this paper :— '

1. CHEILODACTYLUS GIBBOSUS, formd Cheilodactyli zonati,
(k. e. capite brevi, ore parvilo, dentibus brevibus setaceis ;
dorso gibbo, spind quartd longissimd;) radiis pinne dor-

salis articulatis radios spinosos numero plus duplo exce-
dentibus.”

Rapn. P.8VI; D.17:86; V.15; A.38; C.

This species differs from the ordinary Cheilodactyli, and

ees with the Japanese species discovered by the naturalists
who accompanied Admiral Krusenstern, in the body being very
high in the pectoral region, and tapering away in a lengthened
manner posteriorly; in the abruptly and steeply arched form
of the spinous dorsal anteriorly, the smallness of the mouth,
the slender teeth, and in hornlike protuberances on tle fore
part of the orbit, and also on the tip of the snout, the latter
formed by the projecting shoulders of the maxillary bones.
The Japanese species named zoratus in the ¢ Hist. des Poissons,’
has only twenty-nine articulated rays in the dorsal, and differs
in the distribution of its dark hands of colour, which in gib-
bosus run as follows :—one obliquely backwards over the eye
and operculum, another over the nape and tip of the gill-flap,
meeting the former at the base of tIl)xe pectoral ; a third takes
in the first three short dorsal spines, and tapers away on the
side under the middle of the pectoral; while a fourth, pro-
ceeding from a black -patch which occupies the fifth and seven
following spines, and keeping parallel to the base of the dorsal,
runs along the summit of the back to the tail.

In zonrnatus

there are seven or eight dark stripes running obliquely back-
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wards. Both species appear to have spots on the tail.
The description of Cheiloj:wtylus gibbosus is drawn up from
two Western Australian specimens brought home by Mr.
Gould; and the fish also inhabits the seas of New Zealand,
Mr. Gray having recognised a drawing by Parkinson of a
specimen which was caught in Endeavour River, on Cook’s
second voyage, as being a correct representation of this fish..
(Vide Banks, Icon. ined t. 23.) One of Mr. Gould’s spe-

cimens is deposited in the British Museum, and the other at
Haslar Hospital.

2. OSTRACION LENTICULARIS, inermis, ovali-compressus,
dorso ventreque carinatis.

Rapn. P.12; D.10; A.10; C.11.

The discovery of this species adds another form to the genus
Ostracion, the shapes enumerated in the ¢ Régne Animal’ being
triangular with or without spines, quadrangular with or without
spines,—and compressed with a keeled belly and scattered
spines. In lenticularis we have a compressed form with a
keeled back and belly and no spines. The compressed Ostra-
cions with scattered spines have been characterised by Mr.
Gray as a subgeneric group, under the name of Aracana,
and several Van Diemen’s Land species were lately described to
the Society by the author of the present paper. The Aracana
Reevesii (Gray) from China differs from the Van Diemen’s
Land species in having the back slightly keeled, and thus forms
a transition to the form of lenticularis, in which the sides are
convex, the back and belly acute, and the profile elliptical.
Lenticularis, though unarmed, exhibits an analogy to the armed
Aracane, in the umbones of the reticulated surface being largest
where the spines would be situated, did they exist. The species
is Australian, and the author expresses his obligations to Dr.

Andrew Smith, of Fort Pitt, for the loan of two specimens of
different ages.

3. ANGUILLA AUSTRALIS. Van Diemen’s Land Eel.

ANGUILLA AUSTRALIS, maxilld inferiore longiore, pinnd

dorst supra anum incipienti, rictu magno. :

This is a Port Arthur fresh-water species, for which the
author expresses himself indebted to Mr. Lempriere. It differs
from the common fresh-water eels of Europe in the more pos-
terior origin of the dorsal, as well as in the more anterior position
of the vent. The pectorals are lanceolate, the vertical fins are

but moderately high, and the gape extends to the posterior
margin of the orbit. :

4. NarciNe TasmaNIENSIS, dorso dipterygio, corpore laté
obovato; valvuli nasali obtusé trilobatd integerrimd ; pinné
ventralt disco pectorali approximatd.

The author having but recently had an opportunity of con-
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sulting Henle’s Monograph of the genus Narcine, takes this
opportunity of supplying a specific character of the Van
Diemen’s Land species, which was formerly described to the
Society (Zool. Proceed. for March 1840, p. 29), but which
could not be distinctly characterised from his want of knowledge
of the other species.

CYSTOSOMA SAUNDERSII.

At a meeting of the Entomological Society, held on the 4th
October, 1842, Mr. Westwood exhibited some beautiful insects
from the Gold Coast, Africa, and Port Phillip, Australia, from
the collection of Mr. Raddon, including a new species of
Goliathus (Eudicella ignita, W.), some fine Cerambycide, &c.
Also a new and singular genus of large size allied to Cicada,
from New Holland, from the collection of Mr. Curtis, and
which that gentleman proposed to name Cystosoma Saundersii.

NEW SPECIES OF ARAUCARIA.

On a new Species of Araucaria from New South Wales, by
‘ H. Bidwill, Esq.

Description of a new species of Araucaria from about forty

miles N.-W. of Moreton Bay, New South Wales.

A tree from 100 to 200 feet high, often without branches
for 100 feet. Branches very slender, lax, verticillate; branch-
lets very numerous, slender; leaves sessile, of two different
kinds on different parts of the branches; some ths of an inch
long, somewhat triangular, slightly incurved, very like those of
young specimens of A. imbricata; the others lanceolate, 2
inches long, 4 an inch wide, recurved; both somewhat mucronate,
surrounding the stem as in other species, but not so numerous ;
the long ones are probably produced in summer, and the others
in winter. Neither cones nor male flowers seen. Scales from
top of cone containing abortive seeds 3 inches long, 13 broad,
spongy, hooked at end; seed 1} inch long, egg-shaped, com-
pressed, free from the scale, apparently not winged; whether
dicecious or not, not known. Ripens seed in January, when
the natives collect from great distances to feed on it. It is said
there is also another species, but I have not seen it.

Note on Nuytsia floribunda, by the same. |

" In the Government garden at Sydney is a single plant of
Nuytsia, which flowers every year, but does not ripen many
seeds. I this year picked up several and sowed them, but they
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have not come up As I was particularly anxious to preserve
the plant, I invariably looked around it for seedlings whenever
I entered the garden, and a few days since discovered two just
breaking the ground. I then found that this curious plant has
three (!) cotyledons, which are awl-shaped, and perfectgy equal
in size and appearance. As I never recollect to have heard of
a plant with three cotyledons before, I thought it worth men-
tioning, in order to compare it, if possible, with Scheepfia,
Gai dron, Aucuba, &c., the other terrestrial genera of (so
called) Zoranthacee.

ON THE USE OF BONE MANURE IN TASMANIAN
AGRICULTURE.

(From the Hobart Town Advertiser, 7th June, 1842.)

One of the principal complaints made by the graziers of
this country is, that, from the limited nature of the pastures,
they are unable to fatten off their superabundant stock of old
ewes and wethers, and thus themselves to supply the markets
with sheep and cattle in prime condition. The consequence is the
introduction of . foreign meat in large quantities from Port
Phillip and Portland Bay, where the extensive pastures allow
unlimited feed, and, consequently, a constant supply of meat in
the best condition, which 1is thus able to compete with ours in
our own markets, This competition obliges the inferior sheep
to be kept still on our own pastures, and thus the evil continues
increasing every season. - There being no vent for the surplus
stock, even at the lowest prices, it must be retained, and thus
the feed is limited for that part which ou%lht to produce a profit.
Nor is this evil felt merely as affects the meat market. By
thus stinting the flocks, one of our great staples (wool) is
equally deteriorated. Nothing conduces more to this than a
break in the wool, which is certainly consequent on the variation
in condition of the animals. The most careless observer must
perceive that there are four intervals in the condition of our
pastures. In the spring, grass is abundant and succulent,
which, with the genial effects of warm weather, quickly gets
the sheep into goog condition. Then comes the summer, which,
drying up the moisture, stops the growth, and makes the fields
mere reserves of dry hay; this for a considerable period having
no increase, becomes speedily exhausted if overstocked, and
hence a speedy check is given to condition. By some un-
ascertained cause, the pastures of the Island are endued with an
almost preternatural nutritious quality, which renders them
fattening even in this state, if sufficient for the stock, and when
nothing but dry bents, as they would be called in England, are
to be seen, the stock keeps in perfect condition if not too
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