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-as to its probable size, from its very irregular shape.
The lake is very deep and clear, and the bottom rocky.

A peculiar sea-bird, called by the natives Titi, and
-which often flies irregularly at night, making a noise
resembling, Tee-tee-tee-tee, rapidly uttered (whence its
name), is sometimes taken here in large numbers. From
the natives’ account, it should appear, that these birds
resort, at certian times, to-the tops of the highest and
‘barrenest ‘hills, where the natives assemble and make
fires on foggy calm nights, which - fires decoying the
birds thither, they are easily taken with nets. ‘I have
often heard this bird at night, but have never seen one.
It is, ¥ think, highly probable, that they may belong to
the genus Procellaria.

‘On the morning of the 29th, the wind lessening, we
‘hazarded a passage, and crossed in safety to the oppo-
site side. The “ ever-changing” woodland scenery ap-
peared most lovely, as we, in our little canoes, wound
round the bases of these everlasting hills. Here, for
the first time, away from the immediate sea-coast, I
noticed the littoral species of Metrosideros (M.tomentosa,
A. Cunn.). 1t grew, however, in similar rocky situa-
tions, close to the water’s edge, and after the same very
«diffuse manner. Parasitical on its branches, in great
abundance, flourished Zoranthus tetrapetalus, Forst.,
gorgeously displaying its profusion of scarlet blossoms.
‘©On getting into shallower water, I obtained specimens
of a graceful Myriophyllum, which was attached to the
bottom of the lake, and grew under water to the length
of several feet. We landed at the margin of a wood,
the trees of which overhung the water; where, at the
pressing request of the natives who lived near by, I con-
sented to spend the remainder of the day and night.
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As they did not, however, assemble together till near
evening, I had a little time to botanize, and which, I
trust, I fully used. It was, indeed, a lovely spot: that
constant humidity, so requisite for the full development
of the varied tribes of the Cryptogamic Family in all
their beauty, was ever-present in these umbrageous so-
litudes. Commencing at the water’s edge, I gathered
specimens of a peculiar Rumexz-like herbaceous plant,
which grew within the water. Close by a small Myr-
taceous shrub, clothed with Lickens and Jungermannice,
attracted my notice; this shrub attained to the height
of seven feet. Several beautiful Mosses and Junger-
mannie, next entered my vasculum. A beautiful folia-
ceous Lichern grew here on the trunks of living trees,
having spherical black seredie on its under surface,
which appeared quite unique. Another fine species,
bearing scutelle on the edges of its thallus, grew also on
these trees. I here obtained fine specimens of A. Cun-
ningham’s new genus Jzerba; and, in doing so, almost
dared to hope that I had gained a second species of this
peculiar and handsome genus. This differs from Z.
Brexioides, Cunningham’s plant, in its anthers being
almost elliptical scarcely ovate, its twisted style, its
larger corymbs containing 5-10 flowers, its lanceolate
leaves shorter and broader, its much larger size, and
robust habit, attaining the height of 40-50 feet, and
being, too, one of the commonest trees of these woods.*

* IXERBA BREXIOIDES, Cunningham’s plant, is, in these particulars,
thus described by him :—¢¢ Anthere ovatz acuminate. Stylus, 1, an-
gulatus, continulis, versus apicem attenuatus. Flores, corymbosi, pe~
dunculis (uncialibus) plerumgque trichotomis. Folia, elongato-lanceo~
lata acuminata, 4-5 uncialia.” [5-6%, W. C.] ¢ Arbor elegans viginti

pedalis et infra. A tree of very rare occurrence.”’—A. C. in Ann. Nat.
Hist. Vol. iii., p. 250.




TiffUpd 1997

wn New Zealand. 253

1 also procured specimens of a Coprosma, a graceful
-shrub, 3-6 feet in height, with oblong-lanceolate leaves;
a Senecio; a Solidago, which, from habit and general
-appearance, being only from 1 to 3 feet in height, ap-
peared to be distinct from S. arborescens, Forst.; and a
fine shrubby Leptospermum: these plants were all quite
new to me. Here, also, I was so fortunate as to detect
several new species of the beautiful genus Hymeno-
phyllum. H. Franklinianum, a lovely climbing species,
pendulous on living trees, whose trunks it completely
clothes with the exuberance of its fronds—H. pulcher-
rimum, an elegant and noble species, also epiphytical
on trees in the darker recesses of the forest; this is one -
of the largest species yet found in New Zealand, some
fronds measuring 15 inches in length—H. spathulatum,
also a fine species, epiphytical on living trees over-
hanging the lake; this fern possesses a peculiar appear-
ance, from having a number of black botryoidal masses
on the edges of the segments of its frond, evidently
caused by the punctures of some insect—H. atrovirens,
a small dirty looking species, found on wet stones in
low shady humid spots—and H. revolutum, a small fili-
form species, epiphytical on reclining trees in damp |
places. A handsome species of Polypodium, apparently
a variety of P. Grammitidis, R. Brown, but having its
iobes deeply incised and sub-pinnatifid; and an elegant
and new species of Grammitis (G. ciliata, n.sp., W.C.).
I also discovered in this locality. Several beautiful
mosses, too, I gained during my short stay here; among
which 1 was much pleased to find in fruit the very
elegant species whose fronds I had before detected in a
wood near Poverty Bay.

The next morning I resumed my journey: expe-
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riencing no little difficulty in the obtaining of a guide
over the mountains, in which service 1 was obliged to
enlist all my suasory powers. This point settled, we
commenced ascending from the shores of the lake, pass-
ing through dense forests, chiefly composed of fine trees
of Podocarpus, Fagus, and Izerba. Having gained the
summit of the range, we found travelling easy; for in
these forests, where the broad-leaved Fagus is the prin-
cipal tree, thereis but little underwood. Indeed, plants
generally seem as if they did not like the shade of these
trees. One of the first things which attracted my atten-
tion this moraing, was a peculiar little hexandrous plant
of climbing habit, with large and succulent white supe-
rior-berried fruit, terminal and solitary, with alternate
linear-lanceolate leaves emntire and mucronate, having
parallel veins laterally netted, which grew here and
there at the foot of large trees, wherever the light
decaying vegetable mould was deepest. 1 sought as-
siduously for perfect specimens, and was at length
rewarded with such in flower and fruit. This curious
little plant has a most peculiar aspect, evidently con-
stituting a remarkable link between endogens and
exogens. To me, its affinities appear to. rank it some-
where near the Natural Order Smilacee. 1 have not,
however, met with anything like it in New Zealand.
Some small shrubs I noticed having the habit of Myr-
sine, but could net detect them in flower or fruit. My
peering about was eventually rewarded with a new ter-
restrial Orchis, a pretty little plant with a single leaf,
bearing a long one-flowered scape; it grew singly about
the bases of large trees, and appeared to be scarce.
The natives told us, before we started, that we might
expect rain on these mountains (they having a proverb
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to the effect that it is never dry in these parts), and so,
indeed, it came to pass. After we had proceeded for
about two hours, it began to pour down in torrents; no
shelter being at hand we were obliged to continue on in
the cold and pelting rain. I much regretted the state
of the weather, as I had every reason to expect many
new and rare plants in these elevated regions. The
trees and shrubs, large and small, were all beautifully
festooned and draperied with Jungermannie and Musci,
as if done with fairy fingers; evidencing the eternal
humidity of these forests. The family of Filices, too,
presented the most lovely spectacle, this day, I ever
witnessed. In these deeply-shaded recesses, my en-
chanting Zotedea superba, and graceful Lomaria rotun-
difolia, flourished in perfection; the densely-crowded
and dark green fronds of the former, contrasting so
beautifully with the light-coloured, elegant and mem-
branaceous ones of the latter. The fronds of these ferns
were grouped in ever-living circles of green, from five
to six feet in diameter; many single fronds of either
plant measuring upwards of three feet in length. With
them grew two species of Aspidium; one, 4. pulcher-
rimum, a truly fine plant, is one of the most lovely ferns
in New Zealand. Many of its gracefully flaccid fronds
measured upwards of four feet in length. The other,
A. Waikarense, is also a handsome fern, though smaller,
and more rigid in its growth and habit than the pre-
ceding. Another new species of Lomaria (L. latifolia),
I also found growing in these spots. Notwithstanding
the warring of the elements, I gazed entranced upon
these beautiful productions of Nature, and wished much
to secure good specimens. I was obliged, however,
under existing circumstances, to content myself with a




TiffUpd 1997

256 Memoranda of an Exeursion

couple of specimens of each species, and these, fooy
hastily gathered and put up dripping wet, to the very
great astonishment of my natives. Proceeding on, I
found, in more open situations, a pretty little Jrideal
plant (perhaps Libertia micrantha, A. Cunn., or a n. sp.)
growing most profusely, reminding me, in the distance,
of the ¢ daisied meads” of my father’sland. Ascending
still higher, in pelting rain, I discovered a handsome
species of Viola, bearing a large white flower with
orange-coloured throat, and very fragrant smell. I
hastily removed this interesting plant from its mossy
bed to the bosom of my cloak, now nearly as wet as
the bank where it originally grew. Growing with it I
found a small Epilobium with axillary inflorescence. I
had fondly hoped to have fallen in with a specimen of
that rare, and hitherto little known, bird, NVeomorpka
crassirostris (the Huia of the natives), in this locality;
having understood that they were found in these parts.
The name, too, of the mountain, Huiarau (i. e. hundred
Huias), had not a little increased my expectations. I
was, however, disappointed; the incessant rain prevent-
ing my seeing anything but what lay just before me.
This bird only inhabits the mountainous districts of the
southern part of this island. It is said to be small,
black, and slender, its tail feathers being long and
broad, tipped with white. These feathers are much
valued by the natives, as ornaments for their hair. I
obtained from Te Kaniatakirau, chief of Uawa, a Huia
feather from his hair, on leaving that place. In this
locality I secured specimens of several plants of the
Coprosma genus, all small shrubs from three to five feet
in height. A small divaricate shrub without fruit, but
apparently a species of Myrsine; and a fine epiphytical
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Lycopodium, with terminal spikes of fructification, at-
tracted my attention; in habit and growth, this latter
plant much resembles L. Flagellaria, Hook., of which
gpecies it may possibly prove a variety. A small aro-
matic-leaved tree, with black bark, apparentlybelonging
to the Natural Order Winteracee, 1 also discovered,
and got good specimens of. A beautiful and delicately
white Lichen, here grew on the trees, causing, in some
situations, a very striking effect. The densely wooded
mountains over which I this day passed, were chiefly
composed of sand-stone, which shewed itself in various
stages of decomposition, in the very many slips in their
sides. In descending one of these gorges (which re-
quired in some places no little caution; for, on omne
occasion in particular, the native who carried my box
ot testaments, &c., slipped his foot and went—sliding
away—until he was staid by a friendly tree, fortunately
without receiving any injury; the box, however, was
knocked to pieces with the violence of the concussion),
I found a small glaucous glabrous species of Pteris
(P. montanum, n. sp., W. C.), in affinity near P. Bruno-
wiana, Endl. A smaler variety of Polypodium sylva~
ticum (already noticed), I also obtained in this district. |
After a silent and persevering march of some hours
through the very cold rain (for in threading our tortucus
way through the endless mazes of a pathless forest, in
such weather as we now experienced, we found it im-
poseible to keep ourselves warm), we began to shiver
with cold, and determined on halting at the first shel-
tered spot. By the side of a rivulet at the bottom of a
hill we found a deserted hovel; which, though open on
all sides, offered us better shelter from the pitiless rain
than we had expected to find in such a place. We re-
YOL. IL. NO. IX. 2a
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