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through which means many a noble forest of pines has
been entirely consumed.*

Arriving at Kaipara, we found we had no means of
crossing the harbour; a sheet of water, which, from
where we now stood (at the extreme southern inlet) to
the nearest landing-place on the northern shore, was
more than fifty miles across. Our situation at this
place was rather unpleasant, no natives being near by;
we preferred, however, to wait here a day or two, in
hopes of a canoe arriving at the landing-place, rather
than retrace our steps to Otahuhu. In this place we
remained until the night of Tuesday the 8th, making
fires on the brow of the hill, in order to attract the
attention of the natives residing on the opposite shores
of the water before us. No one, however, came; and
on Tuesday, reconnoitring with my glass, I detected
the roof of a hut about four miles distant, which, from
its construction, I knew to belong to a white. Thither,
without delay, I despatched two of my natives; who, to

* It is a very common practice with the New Zealanders in travelling
(especially when passing through forests and over paths by which they
will have to return), to select some noble Rata tree (Metrosidercs ro-
busta), or Rimu ( Dacrydium- cupressinum), of giant size, having a
hollow near the root. In this hollow they make a small fire, which burns
slowly on for several weeks, eating its way upwards through the tree,
even to the ends of the larger branches, ere the bark becomes injured or
the leaves change their appearance. I have myself seen such a spectacle
as the one just adverted to—a living tree on fire! the whole heart-wood
of the trunk and main branches being entirely consumed, and smoke
issuing from the ends of the largest limbs, at a height of 20 feet from the
ground; the leaves being still green, and apparently not at all affected
by the fire which had been for some weeks burning within. The natives
do this, in order to procure fire for their tobacco pipes ; or rather, to save

themselves the burden of carrying a tinder-box and the labour of striking
a light. )
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their credit be it recorded, willingly went, although
they had to force a passage through mud and under-
wood the whole distance! At night they returned, with
two whites, in an old patched-up and leaky boat, in
which we gladly left this miserable place, where the
mosquitoes were more numerous and intolerably annoy-
ing than I had ever before found them. So thick and
tormenting were they at night, that I was obliged to
leave my tent, and wander about in my cloak from place
to place as they successively found me out. We had,
in hopes of avoiding them, pitched on the top of the
hill, more than a mile from the water below, but with-
out the least change for the better.

On the morning of the 12th, after encountering no
little hardship and danger, we landed near the upper
end of Otamatea inlet, on the N.E. side of Kaipara.
Here, the boat left us, and we soon found that eur
situation was ten times worse than it was before; for
there was not any path, nor the slightest indication of
the treading of a human foot on these solitary and path-
less deserts. Return, we could not, as our boat was
gone; stand still, we dared not, as our small supply of
food was fast diminishing; proceed, we hardly cared to
think of, not knowing whither our tortuous course
would end—in a country like this, in which we now
for the first time were, hemmed in among tangled
brakes and primeval forests, bounded by a distant
horizon of high and broken hills. In this exigency I
determined on proceeding by compass, in as straight a

line as possible to the eastern coast; for, although I had

not a map with me, I was well aware that the island
was narrow in these parts. Words, however, fail to
describe what we had to uundergo, in forcing our way
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through the horrid interwoven mass of shrubs and
prickly creepers, fern and cutting-grass, and prostrate
trees, and swamps, and mud! Suffice to say, that, by
dint of extreme exertion, I providentially gained the
sandhills at Mangawai, on the east coast, by 10 a.m.
on Monday, the 14th. Descending the hilly range
near the sea coast, I found I had an extensive inlet to
cross, which, as the tide was flowing fast, I lost no time
in fording; so, plunging in, I waded to the opposite
shore, the water being breast-high. 1 supposed my
natives to be following pretty closely after me, and,
having quite an appetite for my breakfast (having
walked nearly six hours this morning), I commenced
looking narrowly about for fresh water, continuing my
journey towards the coast. Exhausted as I was, I dis-
covered and secured, an hitherto unnoticed species of
Leptospermum, a shrub, or small tree, growing plenti-
fully on the high ridges of the sandhills, from 6-10 feet
in height, bearing a villous capsule, apparently near
L. attenuatim, Smithk. A pretty compositaceous shrub
(Cassinia leptophylla ?) grew profusely here on the sand.
Travelling on by the rocky coast, I detected in a little
watercourse which trickled on the beach, a small pecu-
liar plant, probably a species of Ckara. It was now
past noon, the day was very sultry, and I was tired,
wet, and ravenously hungry in a desolate and wild
place, when, for the first time, I realised a conviction
which had been for the last hour gaining ground in my
mind—that I was alone! I retraced my steps to the
sandhills, and sought about, and bawled repeatedly,
but all in vain; nought but the loud dash of the billow
as it broke on the lonely strand, with now and then the
melancholy wail of the Sandpiper burst on my ex-
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pectant ear. My natives, somehow, had strayed into
another direction, or lagged behind, so that I saw
nothing more of them until after sunset on Tuesday, the
15th, when they joined me on the outer beach of Wan-
garei Bay. |

During these two days I managed to subsist on some
shell-fish (Mytilus, sp.) from the rocks, the scanty
sarcocarp of the fruit of the Corynrocarpus levigatus,
Forst. (the large kernel of this fruit being in its raw
state an active poison), and the inner young leaves of"
Areca sapida, Sol.; this latter plant (the palm of New
Zealand) affords good eating, a bonne bouche to any one
in my situation. My natives were exceedingly happy
the next night, on coming up to the spot where I had
brought up for the night, and finding me safe and well.
To their honour be it mentioned, that, though they
were bearers of provisions, they would not touch a
morsel of it during the two days we were separated
from each other knowing that I was without food;
saying, “ What! shall we eat when our father is fast-
ing?’ Like myself, they subsisted on shell-fish and the
fruit before mentioned.

On the morning of the 16th, leaving the little fishing
hut in which we had passed the night, we struck in-
land towards Te Ruakaka; a small village a few miles
from the south shore of Wangarei Bay. Arriving
thither, we were hospitably received, and, having break-
fasted, resumed our journey onwards. In the low
rushy land between this village and the inner shore of
the harbour, I discovered a species of Lycopodium,
with axillary spikes of fructification, which was new to
me; it grew together with a closely-allied species, L.
laterale, R. Br., from which plant, however, it differs
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much in habit, this being erect and almost invariably
bifurcate. In this locality, too, I detected another fine
species of Pterostylis, with undulated oblong-lanceolate
leaves; which will rank between P. Banksii, R. Br.,
and my minute and truly elegant n.sp., P.collina. Its
time of flowering had scarcely arrived when I passed;
I gained, after some search, a specimen or two with
unfolded perianth. Arriving at the water’s side, we
found, to our disappointment, that we could not obtain
a canoe, all of them being in use further up the harbour.
" As, however, we could not cross the water without one,
I sent two of my natives to fetch it, patiently awaiting
their return on the solitary mud banks. While here, I
was much amused in observing the predatory habits of
the metallic plumaged Kotaretare (Dacelo Leachii?).
Perched on an outstretched branch of a Mangrove tree,
intently watching for the appearing of some unwary
little crab from his hole in the mud beneath, the Dacelo
quietly sits. Presently some ill-starr’d wight would be
seen peeping out of his dwelling, suspiciously recon-
noitring about him; being satisfied that the coast was
clear of enemies, he suddenly pops out and commences
his irregular sideway run, when, swift as an arrow, the
Dacelo, who has attentively beheld all his movements,
pounces down, seizes the hapless little wanderer in his
capacious beak, and returns to his station on the tree,
with as much haste as if he knew himself to be a thief
and trespassing on forbidden ground. I have often
witnessed their mode of obtaining their prey, and hardly
ever observed them to vary in the least, rarely venturing
into the shallow water. Towards evening my natives
returning with a canoe, and an old female slave to
bale! we entered our frail bark and paddled directly
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across the harbour to the northern shore, a distance of
about five miles. A heavy swell setting in, we ran
some risk, but crossed in safety; landing at Tamatarau,
a small village, at 9 p.m., where we passed the night.

The natives of this place,and in fact the whole neigh-
bourhood, stunk insufferably from shark oil, and the
effluvia arising from thousands of the Squalus genus,
which were hung up to dry in the sun in all directions.
This bay being shallow and sandy, is a favorite resort
of several species of Sgualus in the summer season; at
which time the natives congregate together, and take
them in great numbers. They call them Mango; their
ova, which they carefully preserve and dry, is consi-
dered a great delicacy. Several species of the genus
Razia, Lirn.,are also taken here in multitudes. 1 have
geen the natives capture them, by plunging a long pole
through their horizontally flattened bodies, when pass-
ing in a canoe over the extensive mud flats with which
this bay abounds. The tail of one large species, is
armed with large spines of three inches and upwards in
length, which spines are deeply, closely, and sharply
serrated. One pretty little species, I once saw, had a
very long filiform cylindrical and smooth tail. These
fish are called "Wai, by the natives. A species of the
Hammer-headed Shark (Zygena, Cuv.) is sometimes
met with on these shores among the shoals of its con-
geners in the summer. I have only seen a small one,
about 2 feet 6 inches in length; the natives know them
by the name of Mangopare. .

The next morning we again re-commenced our march.
On the clayey hills near Te Karaka, in this neighbour-
hood, I discovered a graceful and minute Lycopodium ;
a curious and unique little plant, scarcely two inches
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high, bearing a yellow terminal spike of fructification
on a white stalk, with few linear-lanceolate patent
radical leaves, and tuberculated root. At first glance I
took it for a little Orcliideous plant; but soon found
what it was in reality. I have never met with the de-
scription of any plant of that Natural Order, at all
resembling this. On the high hills in this locality, I
also detected an elegant and new species of Microtis,
closely resembling M. Banksii, but differing in having a
much shorter subulate fistulous leaf, and beautifully
coloured perianth, as well as in its flowering in the
autumn, that species only being seen in the spring.
Here, in the forests on the hill tops, an enormous
Fungus grows pendant from the larger branches of the
large-leaved Fagus,* some of which measures a full
yard across, and about eighteen inches in width and
thickness. These, the natives call Putawa, and when
dried use them for tinder, for which purpose they are
excellent. Hitherto, I have only found them to grow
on this tree. A fine plant of that truly sweet genus,
Alseuosmia, A. Cunn., 1 also discovered in these dry
hilly forests. This species+ is, in appearance, very
near A. lLnariifolia, A. Cunn., though differing much
in habit. Its leaves, too, are longer, midrib and petioles
villous, and its numerous flowers both axillary and ter-
minal. It is the largest shrub I have yet seen of the
genus; growing to the height of 5-7 feet. In the forests,

* Vide, mention made of this Fagus (a fine species discovered by
W.C. in 1839), Note, p. 234.

t A. Hooxeria, MSS., W.C., ined. A. linariifolia, is thus des-
“cribed :—¢¢ Foliis (uncialibus) lineari-lanceolatis acuminatis margine
revolutis, floribus terminalibus solitariis aggregatisve, ramulis virgatis
pubescentibus.”—A. C. in Ann. Nat. Hist. vol. ii. p. 209.
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