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commander of the government schooner Eliza, tells me that he was not
himself waked by the motion, but by his wife, who was much terrified
by the phenomenon. An intelligent but unfortunate person, of the
name of Thomas, many years ago pilot upon the Tamar, and now resid-
ing upon Clarke’s Island, tells me that he distinctly perceived the shock,.
having been then driven ashore upon Cape Barren 1sland, where he was
lying at the moment wind-bound, awake, and earnestly, as he says,
watching the state of the weather.”

Near Launceston on the 18th August the weather was fine and clear,.
with a southerly wind~—as it had been for the two previous days. The
barometer at 9 a. m. indicated 29.846, attached thermometer 48° Fahr.
Thermometer in the air and shade, 469 ; at 3 p. m. the barometer was
29.759 ; attached thermometer, 53 ; and thermometer in the air and
shade, 53. No shock of an earthquake was perceived.

At the Magnetic Observatory, Hobart Town, no unusual disturbance
was observed.—Ebn. Tasm. Journ.

ALSOPHILA AUSTRALIS.

Mz. BackHOUSE, in his interesting visit to the Australian colonies,
speaking of Philip’s Island, Macquarie Harbour, Tasmania, says ¢ We
walked over the island, and down one of its sides, which was woody,.
and which exhibited the finest tree-ferns we had seen, and in great pro-
fusion. They were of two kinds, one of which we did not meet with
elsewhere. Some of their larger fronds or leaves were thirteen feet long,
making the diameter of the crest twenty-six feet. The stems were of all
degrees of elevation, up to twenty-five or thirty feet; some of them, at
the lower part, were as stout as 2 man’s body ; those of Csaotium Bil-
lardieri were covered with roots on the outside : the whole length of
those of the other species—Alsophila Australis—was clothed with the
bases of old leaves, which were rough like the stems of raspberries,
closely tiled over each other, and pointing upwards.”

The Alsophila Australis, as also the Cibotium Billardieri( Dicksonia
Antarctica, Labill. ) grow at the Asbestos Hills, near York Town; but
I observed the base of the trunk of the Aisophila to be covered with
coarse root-like fibres, ajthough to a very much less extent than in the
Dicksonia. The fronds too are differently shaped—those of the Also-
phila being much broader in the middle, and tapering off more rapidly
towards the extremity. The young ones, before expansion, are covered
with chaffy scales very different from the fine soft hair-like down which
clothes the bases of the fronds of the Dicksonia..—R. C. Gunn, Laun-
ceston.

FULICA TASMANICA ?

‘WaEeN at Arthur’s Lakes in March, 1843, I shot a small Coot, the only
specimen of the genus which I have ever met with in the island : it must
be extremely rare. I have called it Fulica Tasmanica? Upper parts
dusky slate colour ; under parts, dark ashy-grey ; head and neck, black ;
frontal plate white, and of small size; bill, greenish; tarsi and feet,
black ; about thirteen inches long. Length from carpus to second
quill, 7 5-10th inches; ditto of bill, 1 4-10ths ; ditto tarsus, 2; ex-
fernal toe and claw, 2 5-10ths; ditto middle ditto, 3 3-10ths: ditto
internal ditto, 2 5-10ths; ditto hallux, 1 2.10ths.~JamEs GRANT,
Launceston. '
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THYLACINUS HARRISIL

‘TuerE is @ peculiarity of structure in the incisor teeth of the young
Thylacine, which soon wears off with age, and may therefore have
escaped general observation. The incisor teeth of the lower jaw are
deeply channelled transversely, and when the mouth is closed those of
the upper jaw fit accurately into the groove thus formed in the lower.

I am not aware that this structure is found in any other animal.—
James Grant, Launceston.

ON THE FOSSIL BONES AT MOUNT MACEDON—PORT
. PHILLIP.

TrE road to Mount Macedon from Melbourne is over a well marked
_ voleanic country, rising very gradually, and almost imperceptibly.
These elevated plains are covered with vesicular lava and scoria, and are
interrupted occasionally by deep ravines ; the sides of which, in many
places, display well marked basaltic columns. The Bore locality is a
large amphitheatre almost surrounded by conical voleanic hills; the
centre of the amphitheatre is on a much higher plain than its periphery,
and on the top o? the little truncated cone there is a marshy looking
place covered by a peaty looking vegetation, and the soil itself has much
the character of peat for three or four feet below the surface. Under the
peat is a bed of gravel, in which the bones are deposited in vast quanti-
ties, but from there being immediately beneath the gravel a bed of firm
ferruginous clay, the water is unable to escape ; and in consequence, at
this period of the year, it is a work of great labour to obtain any bones,
and quite impossible to get them without mutilation, owing to the water
pouring in to the part dug so fast as to prevent your seeing what you
are about. Notwithstanding all this, and that we were there only omne
day, 1 succeeded in getting one incisor of an enormous Rodent, fully
twelve inches long and one and a quarter inches broad, with three huge
molars fully four times as large as those of a Rhinoceros; with
bones of the gigantic Kangaroo and those of some large cursorial bird,
probably an Emu. The marsh or bog is of the extent of about four
acres, and appears to contain bones at every point— Eztract from a
Zetter by Dr. E. C. Hobson, dated January, 1845, to Mr. Ronaid C.
Gunn, Launceston.

‘RAPACITY OF TASMANIAN FISH.

JEsSIE, in his Gleanings, mentions one or two instances of the great
rapacity of the Pike : Idonot think that it equals-that of the Shark of this
- country (Van Diemen’s Land), or surpasses that of the Flathead. Ityis
very common in fishing for either of these fish, after losing several
hooks, to regain them all in fish subsequently caught, not uncommonly
all in one. 1t has frequently occurred to me that these rapacious fish
appear to be actuated by a spirit of revenge; for should one be wounded
by a hook, it will be the first to fly at a second bait, although the water
may teem with fish of the same description ; this is sometimes the case
with Flatheads, but almost invariably so with Sharks : T have known it
occur at sea, by one whose jaw has been most severely lacerated. The
two following anecdotes are offered in elucidation : of the circumstances
of the first, many gentlemen besides myself, still residing in this colony,
were witnesses.

About cight years sinee a party of gentlemen, myself included, pro-
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ceeded to the River Don, near the mouth of which we stopped to dine.
The water was literally alive with Sharks, about four feet long ; one of
which, whilst a man was cleaning some mullet for our dinner, seized one
of the fish that had been cleaned and laid down at the man’s feet on the
edge of the water. Whilst the shark was making his escape the man
struck at him with his knife, and severely wounded him in the head.
At the close of our dinner, and whilst we were still sitting in a circle
round the remnants, we were startled by aloud exclamation, and a shark
tumbling in the midst of us, apparently for the purpose of joining our
feast, with the maxim of *¢ better late than never.” The fact was, that
a powerful young Irishman was washing a glass at the beach, when the
shark made a dash at his hand ; he, however, ¢ caught a Tartar,” as the
Irishman seized him by his gills, and uttering the before-mentioned ex-
clamation, threw him backwards over his head, and thus caused the
Shark to pay us his unexpected visit. The wonder, however, is still to
come : this Shark proved to be identical with that wounded in the head
half an hour before, although they were in myriads about. Our dinner
party now immediately broke up, and we proceeded to form rather a
novel kind of shooting party : one threw a mullet, tied to a string, into
the water, and drawing it gently towards the beach, the Sharks followed
and were shot. In this manner many were killed.

One evening, about sun-set, I was fishing for Flathead at George’s
River, in a very small narrow gig-shaped dingy, when I observed a
large Shark, fully nine feet long, coming towards me, with his enor-
mous mouth wide open, and the tip of his nose on alevel with the water.
As the gunwale of the dingy could not have been more than four inches
out of the water, I thought he intended making a spring at me ; accord-
ingly I met him, when at the distance of about five feet, with a blow of
the paddle on the head. This caused him to sheer off, though he imme-
diately returned, and getting under the bottom of the dingy apparently
endeavoured to capsize her. It was not until I had struck him several
times with the paddle that he desisted from his attempt, and went away.
Upon this I immediately went on shore, and having told the men to
come to my assistance with the whale boat, should the dingy get cap-
sized, I provided myself with a harpoon, and went back to the place we
had parted company. I had not been there more than two minutes when
I saw him making towards me with a will.

‘With the harpoon I struck him hard, but it did not hold : he again
took his departure, and night coming on, I deemed ¢ discretion the better
part of valour,” and followed his example.—R. H. Davies, Westbury.

LAUNCESTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.

Tais Society was formed in the year 1838, by an association amongst
some of the inhabitants adopting the plan of the numerous societies then
spreading throughout England. It was assisted at first by the private
munificence of Sir John and Lady Franklin; and the interest and
novelty of its exhibitions having attracted considerable support, the
Society enlarged their plans, and obtained a grant of seven acres of
land, within the limits of the town, from the government. A sum of
£700 was then voluntarily raised by the inhabitants, which has been
expended in fencing the grounds and erecting the necessary buildings.
The entrance to the gardens, consisting of a Lodge in the Grecian style
with ornamental gates, and a small Green-house attached to the build-
ing, forms a handsome termination to one of the main streets. There is
also a large open Pavilion, used for the exhibitions of the Society, built
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in the form of a cross, substantially roofed, but open at the sides, being
102 feet long and 47 feet wide ; and several borders have been planted
with both deciduous and native shrubs. The objects of the Soclety in
the establishment of their Gardens, in addition to the health and recrea-
tion of the inhabitants, are stated by them in their memorial to the
government, to be the introduction and climatising of plants, as well
from England as from the warmer countries of the northern hemisphere ;
as a place of experimental research on the properties.of the native plants
of the island ; as a means of imbuing the minds of the young with a
taste and love of gardening, who in a new country are but ill provided
with means of recreation ; last, as a station whence the most valuable
and ornamental plants might be collected and distributed throughout
the country.

The Society have had the means, through the opportunity of their
President’s (the Rev. R. R. Davies) stay in London, of establishing a
communication and interchange of plants and seeds with the Horticul-
tural Society of London, with Mr. Vanstraalen of Brussels, the Messrs.
Loddiges, of Hackney, &c., and they have begun and hope permanently
to keep on foot a similar exchange with the neighbouring colonies.
Unfortunately the depression existing in agriculture and trade has
caused a check in the Society’s means, and being prevented from obtain-
ing the assistance of government laborers, and having no government
aid, can make but slow progress in the attainment of its objects. It has,
however, already imported largely, and brought into notice a number of
valuable English fruits and plants existing in the colony but not before
recognised, and exhibited satisfactory proof of the advantages which
such an institution is calculated to confer upon the community.

CATALOGUE OF BOOKS IN THE FRANKLIN MUSEUM.

ANCANTHE.
Tite of Work. Donor.
1 Jameson’s Austraiia and New Zealand - J. F. Buckland, Esq.
2 Romance of Nature - - - - Authoress

3 Polar Regions - - - - - Lady Franklin

4 Henslowe’s Botany - - - - F.H. Henslowe, Esq.
5 Knox’s Poetic Trifles - - - - Author

6 Progress of Australia - - - - Mr. Ferguson
7 Achill Mission - - - - - Sir J. Franklin
8 Mann’s Australian Provinces -

9 Hovell’'s and Hume's Journey to Port Phillip Lady Franklin
10 Threlkeld’s Australian Grammar - - ditto

11, 12, 13, 14 Colonial Magazine, 1, 2, 3, 4 David Burns, Esq.

15 Ward’s New Zealand - - - J. F. Buckland, Esq.
16 Fauna of New Zealand - - -  Dr. Richardson
17 Petre’s New Zealand - - - - J. F. Buckland, Esq.

18 Herschell’s Meteorological Observations - Author
19 Rev. J. Y. Wilson’s Address to Inhabitants

of Portland Bay - - - - - ditto
20 How to Colonise -

21 Proceedings of the Royal Astronomical So-

ciety - - - = Sir J. Franklin
22 Owen on an Australian Mastodontoid Pachy-
derm - - - - - Author

23 Richardson’s Ichthyology of New Zealand ditto
VOL. II. NO. IX. 2 =
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Title of Work.
24 Useful Hints to Emigrants - - -
25 Campbell’s New Zealand - -
26, 27, 28, 29, 30 Grant’s Outlme of Com-
para.tlve Anatomy - -
31 On Steam Power - - - - -
32 Mineral Veins - - -
33 Chivalry of the Mercantxle Marme -
34 Burns’ Vindication of Van Diemen’s Land
35 Loch’s System of Education - - -
36 Call Ritter’s New Zealand - - -
38 Teichelman’s Australian Vocabulary -
38 Bishop of Australia’s Speech to Leglsla.tlve
Council -
39 Statistics of Western Austra.ha. -
40, 41, 42, 43 Proceedings of Zoological So-
ciety, 1837 1838, 1840, 1841 -
44, 451 Proceedmgs of Zoologma.l bOClety, 1842
843 -
46 Ogle’s Western Austra.ha. - -
47, 48, 49, 50 Arago’s Voyage Autour du Mond
51, 52 Sturt's Australia -

53 Stephen’s South Australia - - -
54 Backhouse’s Australia - - - -
55 Capper’s Australia - - - - -
56 Picture of Sydney - - - -

57 of New Zealand - -
58 Future Prospects of New South \\ ales -
59 Howitt’'s Colonization and Christianity -

60 True Catholic - - - -
61 Allwood's Papal Claims - - -
62, 63 Burns' Plays and Fugitive Pxeces -
64 Fry’s Apostolical Succession - - -

65 Papers on New Zealand - -
66, 67 Monograph of Macropodide, 1, 2 -
68 Lewin’s Birds of New South Wa.les -

69 Phillips’ Voyage - - -
70 Hunter’s New South \Vales - - -
71 Lloyd’'s Magnctic Observations - -
72 Directions for Preserving Animals -
73 Statistical Return of Van Dlemen’s Land,
1824—1838 -

74 Ewing’s Statisties of Van Dlemen’s Land -
75 Report on Transportation - -

76 Prison Discipline -
77, 178, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83 Gould’s Bn'ds of Aus-
traha., 8 9,10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 -
84, 85, 86 Hawksworth’s Voyages - - -
87 Report of British Association, 184:3 -
88 Jameson’s New Zealand - - -
89, 90 Franklin’s Expeditions - - -
91 Friend of Australia - - - - -
92 Dawson’s Australia - - - -
93 Petre’s New Zealand -
95, 96, 97, 98 Reports of the Brltlsh Assocxatlon
99 Overland J ourney to Macquarie Harbour -
100 Southey on Sheep and Wool - - -

Donor,
J. F. Buckland, Esq.
ditto

Author
F. Colson, Esq.
R.W. Fox, Esq.
- Lady Franklin
Author

ditto
J. F. Buckland, Esq.
Lady Franklin

- Rev. T. J. Ewing
ditto

- Sir J. Franklin

Zoological Society
- Miss Williamson
M. Verreaux

W. P. Kay, Esq.-
Rev. J. P. Gell
Author

Judge Jeffcott

E. S. P. Bedford, Esq.
Lady Franklin
Author

ditto

ditto
Rev. J. P. Gell
J. Buckland, Esq.
James Gra.nt, Esq.
Rev.T. J. Ewing
C. J. Latrobe, Esq.
‘W.P. Ashburner, Esq
Sir J. C. Ross
Author

Sir J. Franklin
ditto
ditto
ditto

Rev. J. P. Gell
British Association
Capt. Portlock

Sir J. Franklin

J. A. F. Simpkinson
J. Ferard, Esq.

- Mrs. Majendie
British Association

A. Majendie, Esq.
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