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ArT. XII. On the First Discovery of Tasmania, in the months
of November and December, 1642. By the Rev. J. P.
GELL.

Tue rise of the Dutch East India Company in the early part
of the seventeenth century is one of the most remarkable chap-
ters of colonial history, but owing to the policy of concealment
preserved by the government of the day, little is known of the
discoveries and adventures of the servants of the Company from
the writers of their own times. From 1811 to 1816 Batavia,
the ancient centre of the Dutch East India possessions, was in
the hands of. the English, and the archives of the Company were
found to contain many valuable documents connected with
the Australasian Islands. Here was treasured the journal of
Captain Abel Jansen Tasman, which proves that the Island of
Tasmania had been visited and formally taken into passession by
the Dutch, one hundred and sixty years before its occupation
by the English. With a southerly wind and a clear sky, Tasman
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came in sight of point Hibbs, in the neighbourhood of Macquarie
Harbour, on the afternoon of November 24th, 1642. Upon the
following day he drew into the shore, within one German (four
English) mile; and as the land was not before known to any
European, he called it *“ Antony Van Diemen’s Land,” in honor
of the chief magistrate of the East India Company, who had
sent him out to make discoveries.

Upon the 26th he fixed the longitude of the newly-discovered
land 163° 50° east from Ferro, or 145° 40’ east from Greenwich,
which is ten or fifteen miles too much. The latitude he made out
42° 30’, which is probably very near the truth. This supposition
is grounded upon the correctness of his latitude, observed under
favourable circumstances off the eastern coast of the Island,
where he only errs in defect about three or four miles, the same
quantity as the Admiralty charts at present in use will be found
to err in excess. .

The two following days brought unsettled weather, and although
the land was sighted more than once, an extraordinary error in
excess, of one degree or more, appears from the printed account
to have crept into the longitudes given by Tasman, during the rest
of his stay in the neighbourhood of our Island.

The 29th November at noon he was between the Pedra Blanca
and the mainland, somewhat advanced to the eastward ; and
about five p.m., when almost in Storm Bay, was obliged by stress
of weather to give up his intention of anchoring, and put out to
sea. The storm by which he was repulsed gave a name to the
Bay, which it has ever since retained. His chart preserves some
of the principal features of the entrance of the Bay, as far up as
Betsey’s Island, although none are named except the Boreel
Islands on the western horn of the Bay, and South Cape (now
Cape Pillar) with Tasman’s Island on the easterp horn. The two
following days our discoverer was out at sea, and did not make
the land again till the evening of December 1st, 1642, when he
anchored, an hour after sun-set, in a good port, in twenty-two
fathoms, the bottom fine light grey sand. To the N.N.E. of the
position which he had taken up lay the steep cliffs of Maria
Island, with its two bold masses of mountain scenery receding
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‘behind, the northern mass towering above the southern. To the
north Cape Maugé was in view, which has since gained a melan-
tholy distinction as the burial place of the amiable and talented
M. Maugé, who visited these coasts in 1802, under Baudin of
the Geographe. His was the first European blood shed by the
natives of this Island ; it was shed without provocation, in the
wantonness of barbarian ferocity, after numerous proofs of kind-
ness had been bestowed, and no measures were taken to avenge
it. It is scarcely forty years since the first white man’s bones
were thus laid in Tasmanian soil, and who shall say that its
ancient tenants have not paid the full price of his blood ?
Towards the west the long sandy beach of Marion Bay ap-
peared, with the surf from the great Pacific thundering upon its
shores. And to the S.W. and S. our discoverer would discern,
at no great distance from his anchorage, the cliffs and bays, the
castled rocks and caves, and green woodlands of Forestier’s
Peninsula. Looking eastward, he rode exposed to the boundless
ocean, now subsiding from the storms of the preceding days.
On the 2nd December, early in the morning, two armed boats
were despatched to look for fresh water, and other refreshments.
They rowed round the point now called Cape Paul Lamanon,
within which a whaling station was established in after years,
whose ruins are still visible, and the shore is thickly strewn with
the bones of many hundred whales whitening in the sun. Further
on they passed the romantic inlet and spring once occupied by
Gardener’s whaling station ; and after rowing round the point a
good German mile, came within the entrance to Blackman’s Bay,
called the Narrows, and found good fresh water, which flowed so
slowly that while they remained they could only get one pailful.
They collected a quantity of greens, which were in all probability
the Canagong (Mesembryanthemum equilaterale) of the abori-
gines, long and of a saltish taste. They heard human voices, and
a sound like that of a trumpet or conch; which is most likely the
first recorded instance of a cooey. They saw two trees from
twelve to fifteen feet in diameter, and from sixty to sixty-five
feet high from the ground to the branches. Such trees are still

to be found upon the lower ground of Forestier’s Peninsula. But
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they also observed that the bark had been taken off with flint
stones, and that steps were cut for people to climb up to search
for the nests of birds (as Tasman’s sailors supposed), or rather for
opossums. These steps were full five feet one from another,
whence (Tasman remarks) it was conjectured that the people
here must be very tall, or that they used some artifice in climbing.
The artifice is still common among the Australian aborigines; it
is managed as follows :—

With a sharp stone the aborigine cut a notch in the bark of the
tree, for the reception of the great toe of the right foot, and at
the same time another notch to the left of it, as high as he could
reach, for the left hand. He then commenced ascending, cutting
again obliquely to the right, as high as possible, for the right
hand ; holding on by this last notch, he transferred the stone
to the left hand, and placed the left great toe where his left hand
had been. With the left hand, he now made a notch, as high as
he could, on that side, and so advanced upwards, cutting alter-
nately with the right hand and the left ; so that on all trees two
parallel rows of notches are visible, from the base to the top.
The first step often appears high, as they assisted themselves at
starting by any dead branch or log which might be in the way,
and which is apt to be destroyed afterwards by the bush fires.
The length of the spaces between the notches would depend upon
the height of the individual; and if one row became obliterated,
by fire or otherwise, the steps would then appear at least five
feet apart.

The traces of a kangaroo were mistaken for those of a tiger;
and they brought on board the excrement of some animal, as they
supposed. They also brought ‘¢ pieces of good-looking gums,
which dropped from the trees : some like the gum-lac.” They
saw people further down the bay, but had no communication
with them ; and these were the only natives seen during their
visit, The wild ducks and geese which they observed are still
abundant in these quarters at the season of the year, as are black
swans and pelicans. The country they described as all over fur-
nished with trees, which stood thin, so that one might pass through
everywhere, and distinguish objects at a distance, without hin-
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drance from bushes or underwood. Many of the trees were
burned deep in near the ground. Smokes also were observed
rising in several places in the woods.

Nothing can be more exact than this description of the western
side of the Peninsula. The open forest, carpeted with an under-
growth of ferns and epacrideze, the traces of frequent bush fires
incident to a light and dry soil, remain, as in Tasman’s day, the
distinguishing features of the country.

At the eastern corner of the Bay (now called Blackman’s Bay)
they had soundings at thirteen and fourteen feet; the tide ebbed
and flowed about three feet. They took no fish except muscles,
which stuck to the little bushes; although the Bay is at present
well stocked with fish. It is not many years since a whale found
her way through the Narrows, and being unable to make her
retreat out of Blackman’s Bay, was captured by the boats of a
vessel anchoring in Marion Bay. In the evening, the first white
men who had ever set foot on these shores returned with the re-
port of their discoveries to their captain; and on the following
morning, December 3rd, 1642, Tasman himself took boat and
penetrated to the south-east recess of Blackman’s Bay, where he
found the land low, and the spring water saltish. He must have
been in the neighbourhood of Blackman’s River, some three or
four miles further than the boats of the preceding day had gone.
But although he landed, he seems to have found nothing worthy
of notice ; and it is most likely that his object was fo discover
whether the land in his neighbourhood was an island or a penin-
sula, and finding himself prevented from coasting round to his
anchorage, he returned at once to prosecute further discoveries on
the opposite side.

In the afternoon of this day, December 3rd, 1642, he went to
a little bay W.S.W. from his anchorage ; but it came on to blow,
and the surf was high. It was out of the question for his ships to
risk the consequences of an easterly gale in their present position,
and he was therefore obliged to give up his design of landing ; and
for nearly a century and a half to come Tasmanian land was no
more trodden by European feet. But he determined not to leave
it without taking possession of the newly-discovered country,
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according to the international law of Europe, in the name of the
Stadtholder Frederick Henry of Holland, grandfather of our
King William III. The ship’s carpenter swam on shore from the
boat : he set up a post, and left the prince’s flag flying upon it.
This was nigh to four remarkable trees ‘which were standing in
the form of a crescent; and the Dutch commander observes that
though none of the natives were visible, they were doubtless the
concealed eye and ear witnesses of his formal act and proclama-
tion. However this may have been, the four noble trees-with the
flag staff have long since perished in the bush fires, but the strik-
mg characteristics of the scenery still remain the same. The same
romantic little bay, with its fringe of grey ironstone shingle, still
shelters itself under the castellated cliffs of trap rock on its north-
ern and southern horns, embosomed in its innermost recesses by
a noble forest whose green shades encroach upon the verge of the
ocean. It is less than half a mile across, and nearer its northern
than its southern extremity the sea has cast up a key of large
grey rounded ironstones, which interrupts the equal curve of the
beach, and doubtless marks the very spot where the ship’s car-
penter swam ashore, and ascending some twenty feet to where
the fern-clad bank adjoins the shingle, planted the Stadtholder’s
flag and took formal possession of our island. When the car-
penter had planted the post with the flag, he swam back through
the surf to the boat in which Tasman was, and the party re-
turned on board. In the evening 3° N.E. variation was observed
in the compass, and the anchorage was computed to lie in S. lat.
43° and E. (of Ferro) long. 167° 30", being eight miles to the
south of his position as laid down in the Admiralty charts, and
about four miles to the south of his true position. The unac-
countable error in the longitude, of 1° 16° E., of his position as
laid down in the Admiralty charts, has already been alluded to;
but fortunately his sketch of the coast line, and his verbal descrip-
tions enable us to fix the spot where he anchored with the utmost
accuracy. ‘

The 4th of December he coasted up to St. Patrick’s Head,
which he sighted that evening, eight (German) miles to the
N.N.W.; but he gives no particular description of this coast,
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beyond the remark that bush fires were everywhere visible. On
the 5th he stood away to the N.E. and lost sight of the land, the
part last seen being the round mountain (St. Patrick’s Head)
which was then due west, six (German) miles distant: nor is it
probable that these remote shores were again seen by European
eyes until the visit of the Marquis de Castries, in the Mascarin,
in the year 1772.

Some difficulty has been made as to the true site of Frederik
Hendrik’s Bay, the name of which Tasman has marked in such
a way (the words lying on the part of the map between Black-
man’s Bay on the west, and North Bay on the east), as to be-
long to either. A personal inspection of the spot has led to the
opinion that the small bay on the north-western shore of North
Bay, in which the prince’s flag was planted, is the true Frederik

. Hendrik’s Bay. North Bay lies north of Lagoon Bay, and is
five to seven miles across. Entering it from the south, we first
come to the beach of white sand, now called Two-Mile Beach,
upon which there are no trees of the size alluded to by Tasman,
nor any at all in the neighbourhood until the northern extremity
of the beach, where a few eucalypti grow in a position south-west
of Tasman’s anchorage. Inaccessible cliffs succeed the Two-
Mile Beach for at least a mile; passing which we come to the
little bay, which though nameless in the maps, or included under
the name of North Bay, is doubtless the Frederik Hendrik’s Bay
of Tasman. Itis nearly W.S.W. from the anchorage, as de-
scribed in the journal, and noble trees grow in abundance round
it. The grey shingle and boulder-stones indicate the true nature
of Tasman’s anchoring ground, namely, a grey sand, as noted by
him in contradistinction to the white sand of Two-Mile Beach on
the one side, and Marion Bay on the other. Inaccessible cliffs
occupy the remainder of the coast up to Cape Paul Lamanon,
where North Bay in its widest sense may be said to terminate.
‘We must not forget that in the year 1642 the Dutch Council of
the Indies paid a jealous, and, in many points, an almost nominal
obedience to. the Stadtholder of the House of Orange. Although
Tasman had to take possession in the name of Frederik Hendrik
of Orange, it is plain to see that he was but little inclined to honor
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