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these means, with the opening of a correspondence, an inter-
change of articles, accompanied by useful information, may be
reasonably anticipated. Two cases of plants have also been sent
from the garden to Mr. D.A.C.G. Tomes, at Norfolk Island, who
engages to forward in return a collection of ferns and shrubs,
which will be particularly acceptable ; and the society is already
indebted to that gentleman for a parcel of valuable seeds. A
package of indigenous seeds has been sent to Major Child, of
Norfolk Island, he having expressed a desire for a mutual inter-
change of both plants and seeds.

It is almost impossible to enumerate, with precision, the nume-
rous contributions of plants, seeds, &c., made by various gentle-
men. A list of the articles is uniformly made, and every atten-
tion is given to preserve and increase the contributions. Amongst
the contributors may be mentioned—Capt. Forster, Mr. Bicheno,
Mr. Allport, Capt. Swanston, Mr. Henry Wilmot, Lieut. Forster,
Mr. Newman, and Mr. James Backhouse, (through Mr. Francis
Cotton, of Swan Port).

The society has also procured from Sydney two cases of rare

exotics.

The society has had two horticultural shows : one in December
for summer flowers, fruits, &c. ; the other in February for autumnal
flowers, fruits, vegetables, &c. : both of them proved very satis-
factory. The first of them was held at the pavilion on the day
of the regatta; the latter in the music hall in Collins-street.

In alluding to the horticultural shows, it is proper to state the
necessity there exists for providing a permanent place in Hobart
Town not only for these public exhibitions, but also for a library,
and a room for general and committee meetings. This subject
has long occupied the consideration of the council, and the matter
has been laid before the president, who has most liberally offered
to give a piece of ground in Hobart Town for the purpose; but
the funds of the society will not at present admit of such an expen-
diture as would be required in the erection of a suitable building.
Many members have offered to cowe forward with subscriptions,
and it is believed that sufficient funds could be raised; but the
council, is desirous of proceeding with the garden, and finishing
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the cottage in the garden, before they enter on this important
step, which it is, nevertheless, desirable should be accomplished.
The funds now in the treasurer’s hands amount to £52 10s. 6d.,

and a quarter’s government allowance is also due, making a total
of £152 10s. 6d.

In conclusion, it is necessary to apprise the members and the
public that it has been deemed advisable to dispense for the
future with the payment of the entrance fee on admission as a
member ; that the garden is open to the public on Wednesdays
and Saturdays from two o’clock, p.m., until sunset; and that
nothing more is required, on admission to the garden, than the
insertion in a book of the names of all visitors, whether members
or strangers.—Hobart Town Courier, May 27, 1845.

[In publishing in the Tasmanian Journal the above ¢ Report
of the Royal Society of Van Diemen’s Land for Horticulture,
Botany, and the advancement of Science,” we have to express
our most cordial wishes for its success in the sphere of useful-
ness which it has laid out for itself. Whether so small a commu-
nity as this can efficiently support two scientific societies, having
similar objects in view, or whether the ¢ Royal Society of Van
Diemen’s Land,” with its patronage from the Queen, grant of
land, and allowance of £400 per annum from the funds of the
colony, may not eventually supersede and swamp the self-support-
ing and unostentatious ‘¢ Tasmanian Society,” which publishes
the present journal (now extended to its tenth number), and has
pursued the even tenor of its way for the past seven years, must
remain for the present unanswered. We are too sincerely at-
tached to the cause of science to regret that there are an encreased
number of labourers in the wide field of nature, to gather its
flowers; and we can only hope that by the joint exertions of the
two societies the natural-history productions, and resources of
these colonies, and those of Tasmania in particular, will ere long

be thoroughly investigated, described and published.—Ebp. Tas-
manian Journal.]

INTERIOR OF AUSTRALIA.

(From the annual Address of R.T. Murchison, Esq., President of
the Royal Geographical Society.)
NoTwiTHSTANDING the arduous travels of so many of our coun-
trymen, many of whose labours are recorded in our volumes, or
in the general literature of our country, there is no part of the
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world to which British influence has extended, which contains
such vast tracts of yet untrodden ground, nor any one in which
so great a geographical problem remains to be solved as in Aus-
tralia. It is, therefore, with satisfaction I have recently perused
the report of the legislative council of Sydney, upon the endea-
vour to establish an overland communication between the settled
districts on the south and Port Essington on the north of that
vast continent.

If we are to confide in the clear and decisive testimony of Sir
Gordon Bremer, and other naval officers, including Captain Sir
Everard Home, as well as that of Mr. Earl and Captain Mac-
arthur, who have thoroughly examined the regions around it, we
should be led to think that in all her schemes of future commerce
Great Britain has rarely had it in her power to place her standard
on a more desirable spot than Port Essington. With an outer
harbour capable of containing the whole British navy, and an
inner harbour in which twenty-five sail of the line can lie at ease;
while a climate peculiarly healthy to Europeans, in which spices,
indigo, sugar canes, the cotton, and the choicest woods, can be
grown in abundance, whilst the sea swarms with the finest fish ;
this port further offers the great advantage of having a quiet and
industrious race of inhabitants in the adjacent islands, who, as
well as the more active inhabitants of Timor and the neighbour-
ing isles, and also the Chinese, are ready to flock to the settle-
ment. Iam indeed led to believe that no sooner shall our govern-
ment render Port Essington a permanent and indeperdent colony
of the crown, than several rich mercantile establishments in Lon-
don will at once set up establishments there, and freight large
vessels for the trade which they would carry on through it with
the Eastern Archipelago and China.* Already many of the en-
terprising Malays resort thither for the fisheries, and are ready to
exchange their salted fish and other products for British cottons;
and as an entrepét it is daily becoming more important from the

* ] hear from my accomplished friend, Captain Owen Stanley, R.N., who was employed
in surveying upwards of two years, that Port Essington has the disadvantage of being ex-
posed to occasional tornadoes, inseparable perhaps from tropical stations. This intelligent
officer is of opinion that great benefits might follow from an accurate survey of the very

'freirtile and well-peopled islands to the mnorth of Australia, and which are grouped around
mor,
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rapidly increasing intercourse between our Australian and our
Indian possessions. Grand as is the future prospect of inter-
course with India, the Eastern Islands, and China, Port Essing-
ton is not, however, to be viewed merely in reference to com-
merce. As a place of refuge in a wide ocean, it has a strong
claim upon our nation; and it has already, even in its infant
state, been the means of saving the lives of crews who had taken
to their boats even as far off as Torres" Straits. In this respect,
indeed, a more intimate acquaintance with the Gulf of Carpen-
taria and Torres’ Straits, so dangerous from the adjacent coral
reefs to ships which try that passage, may lead to the discovery
of an additional harbour in its vicinity. But independently of
this consideration, Port Essington ought to be viewed as a most
advantageous naval station for Great Britain, in case of war, and
with the extension of steam navigation, it is further to be re-
garded as the point by which, in all probability, our future cor-
respondence with our South Australian colonies might be most
expeditiously and beneficially carried on.

With such attractions, therefore, held out to them, and seeing
in this port (undoubtedly one of the finest in Australia) a pro-
bable outlet for their own productions, it is quite natural that the
legislature of Sydney should have made the recommendation to
which I have alluded, and which all geographers must heartily
wish may be carried into effect, however they may differ in the
mode of accomplishing it. ‘

Before the feasibility of any scheme can be judged of, we
must fairly picture to ourselves all the physical conditions and
general outline of Australia. In all other continents of so large
a size, many large rivers occur; but with the exception of the
Darling and its tributaries, which flow to the west and south-
west, and where the region is comparatively narrow, all the ex-
plorations of the northern and western coasts, where the country
has a breadth from E. to W. of 2000 miles, prove the non-exis-
tence of the mouths of great streams : on the east coast, on the
contrary, rapid flowing streams with short courses abound. These
results seem indeed to follow, from what we already know of the

outline and nature of the surface. The only great and persistent
VOL. II. NO. X. 2c
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axis of the country as determined by its elevation, and the crys-
talline structure of its rocks, is the long low cordillera which
trends on the whole from N. to S., and at a short distance only
from the eastern coast. The journey of the late Mr. Cunning-
ham, who traced the ridge to 27° S. latitude, in the parallel of
Moreton Bay, and the numerous traverses of it by Sturt, Mitchell,
and others, in their exploratory passages to the interior, had ne-
cessarily made us acquainted with it at many points.

Another traveller, M. de Streleski, who has already given some
short accounts of a southern portion of this chain, will shortly
appear before the public with an important work explanatory of
its general structure and physical features. Passing five years in
the country, he traced these mountains continuously on foot, from
319 to 44° 8. latitude, and whilst making this survey, which ob-
tained for him the warmest approbation of the governors of New
South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, Sir George Gipps and
Captain Sir J. Franklin, R.N., M. de Streleski repeatedly crossed
it; and examining its lithological characters in detail, ascertained
that it had a mean altitude of about 3,500 feet, and was on the
average seventy miles distant from the sea. In Van Diemen’s
Land he found the axis of the same crystalline rocks to be pro-
longed in a circumlinear direction, whilst to the north of our set-
tlements of New South Wales he found, by sailing along the coast,
the same chain, there coming close to the sea, as determined by
the admirable survey of Captain P. King, was persistent to
Torres’ Straits at the north end of the Gulf of Carpentaria, and
on the north side of these straits it is again prolonged in the
same direction far into New Guinea.

‘With the exception, then, of a few embranchments towards its
southern end, which throw off the waters of the Darling and its
tributaries into the new settlements of South Australia, and of
the curvilinear band in Van Diemen’s Land, this chain may be
said to have a meridian direction through upwards of 35° of
latitude, and is therefore considerably longer than the Ural,
another great meridian chain, of which I have elsewhere spoken,
even if we include in the latter the great island of Nova Zembla.
The Australian chain further resembles the Ural in being com-
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posed, according to Streleski, of an axis of eruptive or ‘igneous
rocks (greenish syenite, greenstone, porphyry, serpentine, &ec.),
some metamorphic rocks (quartz rocks and slate), with unques-
tionable paleeozoic deposits on either flank. It still further re-
sembles the Ural in altitude and in the total absence of all free
transported blocks or boulders, all the alluvia or diluvia being
local; but it so far differs from the Ural, and many meridian
chains, in having as yet offered no trace of gold or auriferous
veins. Apologising for having momentarily drawn your atten-
tion to a comparison between this Australian chain, and one with
which I am acquainted, I must refer you to the forthcoming work
of M. de Streleski for many mineralogical and geological views,
as well as for barometrical and meteorological observations, made
over a very large area by that intrepid and intelligent traveller,
entirely for the love of science, and at his own expense.*

‘The point for our present consideration is, whether, when ex-
plored to the north, this Australian cordillera is likely to afford
on its western flank a sufficient quantity of water to support any
travellers who may attempt to pass across the country which lies
to the west of the cordillera, and so to reach the head of the
Gulf of Carpentaria. As no great rivers are found to empty

#  themselves upon the western or northern shores of this continent,
as ascertained by the explorations of Grey, Lushington, Wick-
ham, Stokes, King, &c., and as it cannot be doubted that waters
must be thrown off inland from the eastern cordillera, the inte-
resting points to determine are the true nature of the country
which approaches to that chain on the west, and how the streams
are absorbed or lost. Basing their opinions upon the absence of
the mouths of great rivers upon the west, and also judging from
the character of the country into which they have penetrated, our
most intelligent explorers (among whom I would particularly cite
Governor Grey) are of opinion that the chief mass of the interior
will be found to consist of valueless jungle, marsh, and sand—
the dessicated and slightly raised bottom of an ancient sea—in
which, deprived of good streams, and subjected to an intertro-

* M. de Streleski has prepared a most valuable and colossal geological map of New South
Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, which he cannot publish at his own expense. It is well
worthy the patronage of the British government.
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