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lower part of the body, where they exceed the general length of
the fur by nearly two inches, and being of a rich rufous tint, give
the animal a very conspicuous appearance; broad space round
the eye reddish buff; ears moderately large, greyish brown ex-
ternally, and clothed with whitish hairs within ; feet nearly

- uniform yellowish buff.

Length from tip of nose to tip of tail . ...... cevess F2t g‘%
oftail cooviiviiiiinieeiitetttiianannns 0 103
of tarsus and toes, including nail ..... eeee. 0 5%
of arm and hand, including nails .......... 0 23
of face from tip of nose to base of ear ...... 0 33
Of AT civvveecacocnertoncsensascassnns 0 13

The above is the description of a male, from the York district
of Western Australia, where it is called by the aborigines ¢ Woo- -
rup.” It is a very beautiful and well-marked species, distin-
guished from every other member of its genus by the long reddish
hairs of the rump. The extreme tip of the tail is white, but
whether this character is constant or not is at present unknown.

At the request of the chairman, Mr. Gould read the following
extracts from a letter he had received from Mr. Gilbert, describing
the habits, &c. of some Mammalia and Aves of Western Aus-
tralia :—

¢ With respect to the Kangaroos, I have heard of the little
silver-haired Lagorchestes (Lagorchestes albipilis), and have tried
hard to procure a specimen. It is a species well known to the
natives of Moore’s river, by whom it is called ¢ Nar-nine,” and is
only to be found in densely thick scrub on flats, and on the
edges of swamps where the small brush Melaleuca grows so thickly
that it is almost impossible for a man to force his way through;
its runs being under this, the animal escapes even the quick eye
of a native. The only possible means of obtaining it is by having
a number of natives to clear the spot, and two or three with guns
and dogs to watch for it.

¢¢ This beautiful little animal makes no nest, but squats pre-
cisely like a hare, as I have been assured by Mr. Johnson Drum-
mond. Of the other species with white behind the ears I can
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learn very little: are you satisfied it is not a variety? I have seen
many with white spots about different parts of the head, which is
said by all the hunters to bea common occurrence ; the only cha-
racter which appears to me to approach a specific difference is
the redness of colouring, which has been often observed by
hunters : the woolly nature of the fur is only the winter covering
common to all of them.

¢¢ The grey kangaroo, Macropus Ocydromus, Gould, of which
I have a very interesting series, has very thin hair in summer,
while in winter the coat is thick and woolly.

¢ The male is called Yoor-gur, and the female Work, by the
aborigines. This large kangaroo is tolerably abundant over the
whole colony of Western Australia, from King George’s Sound,
south, to forty miles north of Moore’s river, the farthest point I
have reached ; it does not appear to confine itself to any peculiar
description of country, being as often seen in the gum forests,
among hills, as on the open plains and clear grassy hillocks ; it is
however more numerous in the open parts of the country, where
it is not so liable to surprise. In travelling from Guildford to
York, from two to four or five may occasionally be met with ; but
farther in the interior, particularly at Gwangum plains, herds of
thirty to fifty may often be met with : further south, beyond Ko-
jenup, they are still more numerous ; in fact, I have never seen
in any part of Australia, so large a herd as the one I met with on
the Gordon plains in 1840: at the most moderate calculation,
there could not have been less than five hundred kangaroos ;
several of the party, in their astonishment, considered there were
even a greater number than I have stated.

¢¢ The large full grown male is termed a Buck or Boomer, and
attains a great size, when he becomes a most formidable oppo-
nent to the best dogs in the country, few of which will ever run a

large Boomer; this may in some degree account for the few in-
stances of very large ones being killed. It is not by their greater
speed that they are enabled to escape ; on the contrary, their
great weight in some measure incapacitates them from running
fast, or to any great distance, so that almost any dog may over-
take them ; instead, therefore, of running away, the Boomer in-
2p2
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variably turns round and faces his pursuers, erecting himself to
his full height, if possible with his back against a tree, and thus
awaits the rush of the dogs, endeavouring to strike them with his
powerful hind-toe, or catching them in his fore-arms, and while
thus holding them, inflicting dreadful and often fatal wounds with
his foot. Old dogs well broken in, and accustomed to hunting
the Boomer, will keep him at bay by their barking till the hunter
comes up, who is generally furnished with a short heavy stick,
and with a blow or two on the head brings the animal down.
Even the hunter often runs a hazard, for a Boomer will frequently
on the approach of man, leave the dogs and attack his new op-
ponent most fiercely ; and at times it is no easy matter to avoid
being severely cut in attempting to kill it. When closely pur-
sued it takes to the water, and as the dogs approach catches
them in its arms and holds them under him till drowned. If the
water be too shallow for drowning them, it has been known to
catch one dog and place it beneath its feet, while courageously
waiting the approach of a second. The swiftest runner is the
female of the first year before having young, and of the second
year with her first young ; at this age her speed is so great, that
she is termed the ¢ Flying Doe’; if she obtains anything like a
fair start, she will give the fleetest dogs a long and severe run,
and will frequently succeed in outstripping them; upon finding
herself too closely pressed, she attempts to evade the dogs by
making a sudden leap, almost at a right angle with her course,
and the dogs, not unfrequently when very close to her, and at
full speed, bound past her to such a distance, that by the time
they regain the track, the kangaroo has gained so much ground
as to get fairly away; but this stratagem often accelerates her
death, for in turning off so suddenly the whole weight is thrown
upon one limb; the leg is consequently broken, the animal falls,
and the next moment becomes an easy prey. Even large bucks
are sometimes taken in this way : in their flight and anxiety to
escape the dogs, they often run against a stump or a tree with
such violence as to be killed on the spot.

¢¢ It would scarcely be supposed, from seeing this animal in con-
finement, where it appears so quiet and harmless, that it can be
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excited to rage and ferocity; yet such is the case in a state of
nature. Upon finding itself without a chance of escape, it sum-
mons up all its energies for a last struggle, and would often come
off victor if it had dogs alone to contend with. The moment it
sees the approach of man, it appears to know instinctively that
he is its most formidable opponent ; its lips are then curved and
contracted ; its eyes sparkle with rage, and seem ready to start
from their sockets ; its ears are in rapid and constant motion, and
it utters its peculiar though not loud voice—a sort of smothered
grunt, half hiss or hard breathing; its attention is totally with-
drawn from the dogs to its new enemy ; regardless of their rush,
it loses its former advantage; and the dogs having once fairly
got hold, the animal is easily brought down.

“If a female with a tolerably large young one in the pouch be
pursued, she will often, by a sudden jerk, throw the little creature
out; whether this is done for her own protection, or for the pur-
pose of misleading the dogs, has been debated by hunters; I am
inclined to think the former is the case, for I have observed that
the dogs pass on without noticing the young one, which in gene-
ral crouches in;a tuft of grass, or hides itself ameng the scrub
without attempting to run or make. its escape : the mother, if
she eludes her pursuers, doubtless returns for her offspring.

¢ The kangaroos inhabiting the forests are invariably much
darker and have a thicker coat than those of the plains; the
young are at first of a very light fawn-colour, and get darker
until two years old ; from this age they again beeome lighter in
colour, and the old males become of a very light grey ; the coat,
as already mentioned, being in the summer thin and hairy, and
in the winter of a more woolly character. It is no unusual occur-
rence to find them with white marks on the head, particularly a
white spot between the eyes or on the forehead ; in one instance
I observed the whole of the throat, cheeks, and upper part of
the head spotted with yellowish white, Albinoes have been fre-
quently met with. The largest and heaviest kangaroo of this
species, of which I have any authentic account, was killed at the
Murray, and weighed 160lbs.””*

* The head, feet, and fore-arms were exhibited.
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¢ Halmaturus manicatus :—Brush and Blue Kangaroo of colo-
nists ; Goork-a, aborigines of Perth; Quarra, aborigines of the
interior.

¢ This is by far the swiftest and most difficult kangaroo to pro-
cure with dogs, not only from its fleetness, but also from the zig-
zag manner of its successive leaps and the thick brush which it
inhabits ; it is very rarely seen in the open country, dwelling in
scrubby districts, and the very facility with which it bounds off
and rounds the clumps of bushes, enables it to make its escape
with comparative ease ;. during the heat of the day it may be seen
under the shade of a tree or thick clump of bushes, and may be
often approached within a few yards before it bounds from its
cover, thus affording a tolerably easy shot. Weight from 17 to
211bs.”

¢ Anous stolidus.—The Noddy and its allied species are the
most numerous of all the inhabitants of the Houtmann’s Abrol-
hos, breeding in prodigious numbers ;. the bird lays.in November
and December, forming a nest of sea-weed about six inches in
diameter, and varying in height from four to eight inches, but
without anything like regularity of form; the top is nearly flat,
there being but a very slight hollow to prevent the egg rolling off
for, like others of the Sternide, they never lay but a single egg.
The nests are so. completely plastered with their excrement, that
at first sight it appears to be almost the only material ; they are
either placed on the ground, in a clear open space, or on the tops
of the thick scrub, over the Sterna fuliginosa : these two species
incubate together in the utmost harmony, the bushes te an im-
mense extent wearing a mottled appearance,. from the great mass
of birds of both species perched on the top; the male Sterna
Juliginosa sitting quite close to the nest of the Noddy, while its
mate is beneath, performing her arduous duties of incubation.
On walking among these bird’s nests, I was surprised to observe
the extreme tenacity with which they kept their post ; in fact they
would not remove off the egg or young, but suffered themselves
to be fairly trod upon, or taken off by the hand; and"so thickly
were these nests placed, that it was no easy matter to avoid
crushing either birds or eggs at every step. In the middle of
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January I found the eggs very nearly ready to hatch, and but
few young birds ; in numerous instances the bird would suffer me
to take it by the wing and throw it off the nest, but would im-
mediately return, although I was still standing close to the spot.
There would be an overwhelming increase to this species yearly
but for one check which nature has provided against it in the pre-
sence of a lizard, which is extremely abundant about their breed-
ing-places, and which finds an easy prey in this and S. fuliginosa.
I am satisfied, from constant observation, that on an average, not
more than one out of every twenty birds hatched ever reach ma-
turity, or live long enough to take wing ; besides this, great num-
bers of the old birds are constantly killed : these lizards do not
eat the whole bird, but merely extract the brains and vertebral
marrow ; the remainder however is soon cleared off by the Der-
mestes lardarius, which is here in amazing numbers, and gave me
a great deal of uneasiness and constant trouble to preserve my
collection from their repeated attacks. I did not observe the '
Noddy inhabiting any other but South Island ; they do not ap-
pear to go far out to sea to feed, finding an abundance of food
immediately outside the outer reef; nor did I in any one instance
observe it feeding in the smooth quiet water between the outer reef
and the islands. Their food consists of small fish, small mollusca,
medusee, cuttle-fish, &c. Irides brown, bill and legs blacklsh
grey; flight somewhat heavy and very irregular.”

“ Anous ? (Lesser Noddy).—This, although an allied
species to the Noddy, is totally different in its habits of incuba-
tion, and is even much more numerous than the former ; it builds
a nest of sea-weed on the branches of the mangrove, from four
to ten feet above the ground ; like the Noddy, however, it is truly
gregarious, arranging their nests as closely as possible ; the sea-
weed is merely thrown across the branch without any regard to
form, till they have a heap varying from two to four inches in
height, the long pieces of seaweed in many instances hanging
beneath the branch, which makes it appear a much larger struc-
ture: their nests and the branchies of the trees are completely
white from their excrement, throwing out a most disagreeable
and sickly odour, which is perceptible at a considerable distance.
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