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fortnight. I believe that every spare cask upon Flinder’s
Island was filled with eggs.

I have not been able to ascertain the length of time
that the hen sits. The season for curing the young
birds is in April : they leave the island about the latter
end of that month, and form one scattered flock in the
Straits. I have actually sailed through them from
Flinder’s Island to the heads of the Tamar, a distance
of eighty miles. They "shortly after this separate them-
selves into the dense flocks mentioned in the former part
of this paper, and finally leave the coast.

Besides Green Island, the principal rookeries of these
birds are situated between Flinder’s and Cape Barren.
There are likewise rookeries upon most of the smaller
islets in Furneaux’s group. The eggs and cured birds
form a great portion of the food of sealers, and, together
with the feathers, constitute principal articles of their
traffic. The mode by which the sealers obtain the feathers
has been described to me as follows :—

The birds cannot rise from the ground, but must first
go into the water; in effecting which, they have made a
great many tracks to the beach, similar to those of a kan-
garoo : these are stopped before morning, with the ex-
ception of one leading over a shelving bank, at the bottom
of which is dug a pit in the sand.: the birds, finding all
avenues closed but this, follow each other in such
numbers, that, as they fall into the pit, they are imme-
diately smothered by those succeeding them. It takes
the feathers of forty birds to weigh one pound; conse-
quently, sixteen hundred of these birds must be sacrificed
to make a feather bed of forty pounds weight. The -
feathers, as Tasmanian travellers well can tell, have a
strong disagreeable scent.

It is said, that the Spice Islands will waft their per-
fumes out of sight of land. Be that as it may, I have
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distinctly smelt the Sooty Petrel rookeries at the distance
of seven miles, when there has been a light breeze from
the eastward. : '

The old birds are very oily, but the young are literally
one mass of fat, and have a tallowy appearance, from
which, I presume, the name Mutton Bird. I have not
ascertained what the general food of the Sooty Petrel is :
the young are fed with grass or seaweed, though probably
with other food besides. The older birds, I judged from
their oiliness, fed on blubber; but I have never seen
them along with the -other sea-fowl upon the carcases of
whales driven on shore. They appear fond of resorting
to the large beds of kelp along the coast. :

I have before mentioned the extreme rapidity with
which these birds fly. They arrive at their rookeries at
sunset, and less than an hour before that time I have seen
them wending their way homewards when off St. Helen’s
Point. The distance from the nearest rookery would
then be fifty miles. 'From these data their rate of flying

cannot be fairly estimated at less than sixty miles an
hour. ' |

Notwithstanding the enormous annual destruction of
these birds, I did not, during the five years that I was in
the habit of visiting the Straits, perceive any sensible
diminution of their number: coupling that with the fact
that they only lay one egg, I was inclined to think that
they bred twice a year, the second time in some remote
region. That hypothesis I laid aside, in consequence of
the length of time that the young take in arriving at
maturity. I think, however, that these circumstances

combined, form a good ground-work for supposing that
. the birds live to a considerable age. |
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.- Arr. III. Account of Macquarie Harbour. By T. G.
LemprIERE, Esq., D.A.C.G.

[Continued from Vol. 1., page 875.]

THE heads of Macquarie Harbour are situated in latitude
42° 14/ south, and longitude 145° 10/ east. From the
heads an estuary extends for a distance of about six and
twenty miles in a south-easterly direction : it is here .
terminated by the Gordon River meeting it, although it
branches off to the southward into Birch’s Inlet, and to
the northward into Kelly’s Basin. .

On the hill called ¢ De Witts,” at the back of the
Pilot’s Station at the South Head, stood a signal staff,
on which, upon the appearance of a vessel, a flag was
hoisted, and it remained there until she had passed the bar.
This answered two purposes,—that of informing those
on board that the bar was passable, and the people at the
settlement that a vessel was coming in. This staff is
twenty-one miles from the settlement ; and it was amusing
to see with what eagerness the officers used to strain their
eyes in attempting to see the always wished for signal.
Indeed, we were so often on short allowance of some
part of our rations, besides the anxiety naturally felt to
hear from absent friends, or the news from head-quarters,
that the announcement of the signal-flag being up always
caused a great deal of excitement amongst every class of
the free inhabitants, and, we may add, of the prisoners ;
for each man, perhaps, hoped that his own name might
appear amongst those ordered for removal to Hobart
Town. .

After rounding the point, the visitor is struck with the

. splendid scenery before him. Near the bows of the vessel
the sea is breaking over the bar (upon which there is
only eleven feet of water), leaving a small smooth space

of some seventy yards for a passage: before him is an
VOL. II. NO. VI, c
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extensive beach running out of sight to the left, on
which the surf beats incessantly, causing by its spray a
sparkling vapour or mist, through which he can barely
perceive the high green banks, backed by distant cloud-
capped mountains. To theright of this beach is a pretty
little island, forming, with a rocky point on the opposite
shore, what is called the ¢ Gates,” or proper entrance
into Macquarie Harbour. From this point a fine sandy
beach extends to near the South Head, where it termi-
nates by the Pilot’s Station.

The Pilot’s Station, situated about a quarter of a mile
from the flag-staff already mentioned, embraced, besides
a comfortable cottage for himself and family, with good
out-houses, a good garden and potato field. He was
allowed a boat’s crew, composed of prisoners belonging
to the settlement. These men were always ready for
service: one of them was stationed at the flag-staff to
watch for vessels. When not otherwise employed, they
assisted the pilot in tilling his ground.

It was surprising to observe through what terrific seas
the pilot would take his boat out to the ships making the
harbour ; indeed, even in going to the settlement, they
had often to encounter a most dangerous surf, caused by
the extremity of the bar, or the spit, as it was called,
lying in front of the pilot’s house, which he was obliged
to cross. I have more than once observed the dexterity
and bravery with which this obstacle has been sur-
mounted. A stranger cannot but feel alarmed on such
an occasion. We will fancy him sitting in the fine six-
oared whale-boat, pulling swiftly over a smooth surface
towards the Gates.—‘“ Look out, Sir,” cries the coxswain;

- ““hold fast, we are close on Mr. Lucas’s Spit.” ¢ Mr.

Lucas’s what?” exclaims the astonished passenger. ‘¢ No
time to tell you now, Sir; but hold fast.” These words
have scarcely escaped from the coxswain’s lips, when the
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boat assumes an extraordinary position, and certainly not
a very agreeable one to the poor passenger ; for the stem.
points nearly perpendicular to the sky, whilst the stern
makes a corresponding point to the antipodes, the sea in
\ a complete foam surrounding it. But the crew, fine stout
fellows, know what they are about,—nota word is said,—
in a second down comes the boat over the wave on her
keel with a thump sufficient, one would think, to knock
every timber out.of her. The danger is now, howéver,
overcome, and the bark, propelled by six sinewy pairs of
arms, once more glides smoothly on.
To protect the station, there was a guard of three

soldiers, who were occasionally relieved from the settle-
ment.

The ¢¢ Gates” is a narrow passage, about twenty yards
across; it widens almost immediately. After heavy
rains, when freshes come down the Gordon and other
rivers, and the tide is going out, the water runs through
this passage with great rapidity. On such occasions, in
going through the channel, which runs close to the
rocks forming the south bank, the sensation one ex-
periences is most painful to the nerves; for you appear
at every instant as if nothing could prevent the craft
from being dashed to pieces against the jutting points of
the rock : round each point, however, she sails in safety,
nor have we heard of any accident from this cause. A
boat pulling against this current can only stem it by
keeping close to the. north shore, and, even then, they
do not go a quarter of a mile an hour.

After passing the Gates, there are some extensive flats,
part of which are dry at ebb; the channel runs along the
south shore as far as ¢ Round Head,” it then inclines to
the north east, through ‘¢ Kelly’s Channel,” till it reaches
deep water. Ina part of this channel, called the ¢ Inner
Bar,” there is only nine feet of water. In the passage

' c 2
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before alluded to, near the Gates, a melancholy accident
occurred a few years since. The brave man, Mr. Cole,
who lately repulsed the bushrangers on Bruné Island,
held the situation of master shipwright previous to Mr.
Hoy. He proceeded with some of the other officers to the
heads, accompanied by his son, a fine little boy of nine
years of age. The weather was cold, and the child,
wrapped up in a heavy coat, was laid in the bottom of
the boat. Near the Gates, by some mismanagement,
the boat upset. Every body was saved except the poor
little boy : he was not missed at first,—but, alas! the
parent was no more to behold the features of his child,
whose body was never found.

As you proceed up the harbour, you perceive on your
right Wellington Head, a hill near the base of which
vessels outward - bound, and detained by contrary winds,
in general cast their anchor: it was from this spot that
the Frederick was taken. .

On Wellington Head there is a staff, which, if
brought into line with another staff on the island at
the Gates, points out the passage over the bar. Further
on the right are Round Head and Table Hill, whilst on
the left appears a spacious sheet of water, called Swan
Bay, from the large flocks of that bird which constantly
occupy it. The water, being shallow, is studded with
innumerable islets and tussocks, upon which the swans
lay their eggs. Some of the officers used to make great
havoc amongst these birds, until the Commandant, fearful
lest they might be driven away altogether, forbade the
shooting except on special occasions.

Into Swan Bay, King’s River disembogues itself. The

. banks of King’s River abound with Huon pine, and, no

doubt, will offer the most advantageous prospect to the

timber searchers, since its woods were never touched
whilst the settlement existed.
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Proceeding further up, you pass two little islands,
called Betsy’s Cap and Bonnet, and reach Liberty
Point, so named by Mr. Kelly from the circumstance of
some swans having been set at liberty by him at that
spot. These poor birds had, according to the barbarous
custom adopted by some unfeeling individuals, been
penned up to starve to death, for the purpose of ob-
taining the down on the skins free from grease.

From Liberty Point you obtain the first glimpse of the

~settlement, which at this distance (nine miles), from the

high fences bordering its western side, presented the
appearance of awalled castle, the small island looking
like a detached fort. On the left, and four miles below
the settlement, is Philip’s Island, one of the prettiest
spots in the neighbourhood of the settlement, and a
favourite resort of the officers. Its form is that of a
wedge, presenting to the sea aspect an abrupt bank
about fifty feet high ; from this edge it gradually slopes
.down. The whole of the top was brought into cultiva-
tion, and yielded a plentiful crop of potatoes.

Some of the government pigs were turned on Philip’s
Island when the crop of potatoes was gathered, and
found abundant food. About the centre of the island
were built two huts, one occupied by the overseer, the
other by the labourers : there was also a building for the
temporary stowing of the potatoes when dug.

These huts, kept very clean inside, and white-washed
on the outside, added to the picturesque effect presented
by the island ; the water of which was so much prized,
that, whenever it was possible, the officers of the settle-
ment had some brought over for their table.

The .view from Liberty Point is that of the back of
the settlement : on rounding the northern extremity of
the island, the establishment presented a pleasing aspect
to the eye. The buildings, all white-washed, indicated
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