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When some distance off shore, our olfactory nerves
had been most offensively assailed by certain efluvia from
the land, the cause of which we could not then define;
but, on mounting the icy cliffs, it became apparent that it

-proceeded from numerous carcases of young penguins,
.which lay in a state of putrefaction all around, together

with an immense accumulation of birds’ dung, probably
some feet, or even yards, in depth,—the ground, in some
parts, bending under foot in the manner of a crusted bog.

No description of mine can give an adequate idea of
the spectacle which awaited us here; the whole surface
of the island being one mass of living creatures (Ap-

-tenodytes). Old and young were squatted on the ground

in numerous groups, and so thickly packed, that it was
almost impossible to move a foot without treading on
them. These birds are possessed of considerable courage,
and were furious in their attacks on all who approached.
They commenced their resistance by fully extending their
bills, and screaming most discordantly, running at our
legs, pecking sharply with their short stout bills, and at
the same time striking right and left with their wings,
by far the most formidable of their weapons. A feat was
witnessed by several of the officers and crew of the
Terror, which shows, in a remarkable degree, the force
with which the bird can use its flipper-like wings.
Several albatrosses and penguins had been brought on
board, and a few of the former lay dead on the deck,
when a bold-looking penguin was thrown on board. For
a few minutes it looked wildly about, throwing its head
and eyes obliquely around, on this side and on that, till
at length, as if it had discovered an enemy, it made a
rush in the direction of the albatrosses, and struck the
nearest a blow on the head with such force as to upset

itself, and injure the other so seriously that it died a few
minutes after.
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‘We were muchr amused with the habits of these pen-
guins. They appear to perform their sea journies]in
small tribes or associations; and these tribes are seen
constantly arriving or departing in the most orderly
manner. They skip over the water and through the
waves with the swiftness of dolphins, until they reach
some flat piece of ice attached to the land, to the summit
of which they project themselves with the greatest pre-
cision,—those landed moving only a few paces forward as
wanted, until the whole of the company are assembled ;
when off they march rapidly up the icy ridges, piping
their wild notes, and being answered by multitudes from
above. This island, which the people called Penguin
Island, is about four or five miles in circuit, and, through-
out its whole extent, one mass of moving creatures,

It can scarcely be fancied by those who have not wit-
nessed a scene of this description, the gloomy and deso-
late effect which it has on the mind. The penguin, in its
natural state, is not without some resemblance to the
human form. It stands erect, but when moving waddles
about with a solemn and grave gait, slightly stooping
forward, with its short arms hanging helplessly from
its sides, giving it an appearance which, as I have often
felt, resembles decrepit old age.

‘We were not long on shore before we were called from
our various occupations to assist in a very interesting
ceremony, namely, that of drinking Her most gracious
Majesty’s health, and taking possession of this Antarectic
land, in Her Majesty’s name. The Union Jack being
fastened to the end of a pike-staff, and planted in the
front of the rocks, Captain Ross, in warm sentiments of
affection and duty to Her Majesty, drank Her health in
a glass of excellent sherry, which example we eagerly
followed, and then gave three as hearty cheers as ever

burst from the united voices of twenty-four human
beings.
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The weather having suddenly put on a gloomy ap-
pearance, it was deemed prudent to depart immediately ;
for it was evident that the two ships, though carrying a
press of sail, had much to do to keep their offing, owing
to the rush of the current.

The men having got into their respective boats, we
immediately pulled off, well loaded with birds and stones,
~—regretting, however, that nothing of more scientific
interest had attended our visit; for the land being com-
pletely encumbered with snow and ice, and our stay
necessarily so short, a satisfactory geological examination
of the coast was unattainable.

The highest part of the island is about 250 or 300 feet
above the level of the sea, and without any apparent dip
or cleavage, except on the eastern end, where vertical
masses of columnar basalt, with large and well-defined
prisms, rise from the sea to a height of 70 or 80 feet,
at which elevation they become capped by a more
regular description of rock. The rock which charac-
terises Penguin Island appears to be composed of frag-
ments of various substances, cemented together into an
irregular mass of no considerable specific gravity, but
extremely tough and difficult to fracture by strokes of
the hammer. It yields to the knife, and becomes red
before the blowpipe, at the same time giving out a light
bluish flame ; whilst the heated parts form opaque intu-
mescences, which, when cooled, show a black vitreous
lustre, with increased frangibility. It is also slightly
coherent to the tongue.

Several rounded portions of pumice, and a dark blue
basalt, were found amongst the water-worn rocks of the
beach, and these, together with a light greyish arenaceous
rock, were the only geological samples procured. The
latter is thickly intermixed with fine grains of quartz,
and is very compact.
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As the boats pulled round the east end of the island,
various basaltic cliffs of considerable beauty were ob-
served, and in one part a deep and beautifully formed
cave, extending some distance under ground, into which
the waves rolled with considerable noise. It seemed to be
the site of an ancient wvolecano. Its interior showed
regular and handsome prismatic pillars, radiating from
a base of about 70 or 80 feet in length, and termi-
nating in a point near the top of the cliff. These
pillars throughout were laid with masonic precision; and
it would be difficult to imagine a spot, in the midst of a
scene so desolate, possessing so much natural beauty in
so small a space as this cave presented.

After rounding the east end of the island, still keeping
under the shelter of the land, we passed through a very
narrow channel, which separates it from a dark precipi-
tous rock. Here the view became very interesting, for
on each side the high towering rocks hung perpendicu-
larly over our heads in various states of decomposition ;
some huge masses, widely separated from the parent
rock, seemed on the verge of falling, while smaller por-
tions were showered down on both sides, to the no small
danger of the boats and their inmates. |

The whole of these islands are in a rapid state of de-
composition, suffering severely from their exposed posi-
tion and the intensity of the climate. It is probable that
the main land does not suffer an equal degree of destrue-
tion, owing to the great quantity of fixed ice which in all
parts lines the shore, -protecting it from the ravages of
the ocean as well as the destructive powers of the atmo-
sphere.

On the west end of the island an immense mass of ice
adhered to the coast, stretching out to seaward a distance
nearly equal to its length. It seemed to be formed by
the drift snow from the land. Similar lodgments of ice
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were repeatedly observed, which proves that the pre-
vailing winds are from the eastward. It issuch accumu-
lations as these which supply the Antarctic ocean with
one of its grandest features,—its enormous icebergs.

Late in the afternoon the boats reached their respec-
tive ships, and the time was providential, for in less than
an hour after a thick mist arose, which barely allowed
our seeing each other, though close together. This state
of weather continued for some days, being accompanied
by a heavy gale from E. by S., and a -troublesome sea,
so that the Expedition lost ground considerably.

On the weather clearing up, no land was in sight, but
the ships soon closed it, and continued working their way
to the southward against a most stubborn wind and sea;
and although our daily progress was small in comparison
with our eager desire, still each day, to our great delight,
found us advancing south. We reached at length 74°
15’ S., Weddel’'s furthest, and being able to see far
beyond, we were a set of happy fellows, believing, as we
did, that the Antarctic was our own.

The scenery of the land which we had been tracing
for the last two weeks had, perhaps, less of the romantic,
wild, and inspiring variety of nature, which marks the
land of vegetation and torrent, but it was strongly charac-
terised by extreme solitude, and omnipotent grandeur,
which raised in the mind feelings approaching to awe.

On the 27th January, in latitude 75° 30’ S., longitude
169° E., the blink promised fresh discovery in the south-
east direction from the land last seen. A few hours
brought a smooth white surface to view ; and a few more
a sloping declivity of sparkling brightness, which, as we
approached, showed dark vertical cliffs, proudly sup-
porting a heavy snowy covering, and assuring the anxious
navigator of more geographical discovery in this hitherto
unexplored region.
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