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On preserving Specimens of Fish, &ec. 73

Quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, and fish may be preserved in
any climate if they be plunged into a solution of common salt
immediately after they are dead. The brine will be improved
if two parts of alum and one of nitre be added to every three
parts of common salt used in making a saturated solution.
Small openings should be made in the belly of the specimen to
admit the liquor to the intestines; and after the carcases have
lain about three weeks in the brine, they should be packed in
a cask with cotton, tow, or oakum, to prevent their receiving
injury by shaking ; then a few handfuls of salt being sprinkled

~ among them, the cask should be headed up and filled by the
bung-hole with fresh brine. It will be safer not to put up
tender fish along with heavier specimens lest they should be
crushed. When the heads alone can be conveniently sent,
as of Sharks, Porpoises, or of very large quadrupeds, they
will still be valuable to the Museam. Very small fish
or soft marine animals are safest in bottles filled with
proof spirit, a little cotton being introduced between the spe-
cimens. Should recourse be had to salt taken from a beef
cask for making the brine, the impurities ought to be first
washed away by laying the salt on a sieve,and pouring a
boiling solution of salt upon it. And the brine must be changed
if it becomes much soiled or offensive during the time the
specimens are soaking in it. _

All kinds of foreign quadrupeds, particularly those of
Australia, and more especially the 'Wombat, Dogheaded Kan-
garoo, or Hyezna of Tasmania (both sexes), Porpoises,
particularly of the Southern Seas, Dugongs, and heads of
young Whales, the wingless bird, or Apteryx of New Zealand,
and fish of every kind are objects of .interest. Various kinds
of Elephant Fish exist in the Pacific, and both sexes, but
particularly the females, are much wanted for the Museum ;
(the male is distinguished by a little rough appendage on the
head, and two long cartilaginous bodies on the belly.). Shells
and their inhabitants may also be preserved in strong brine.
Officers who have not convenience for putting up specimens in
casks may render service to the Museum by collecting for it
skulls of quadrupeds, or the heads of fish simply dried in the
sun, and wetted with oil of turpentine to prevent flies from
depositing their eggs in them.

The casks should be addressed to Sir William Burnett,
Physician-General of the Navy; or to Captain Beaufort,
Hydrographer, labelled—¢¢ Specimens of Natural History for
the Museum at Haslar Hospital ;" along with a letter to either
of those gentlemen, under cover to the Secretary of the Ad-
miralty.

Note.—The names of the donors are conspicuously affixed to
specimens presented to the Museum.
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GRASS SEEDS.

MEMORANDUM communicated by James Macarthur, Jun.,
Esq., showing the best mixture of Grass Seeds for
laying down permanent pasture; the number of plants
a bushel of each kind of seed will give to the square foot, if
sown on an acre; and the proper quantity of the mixture
which is most approved of in England.

218 Cocks-foot grass (Dactylis glomerata) .... 2 bushels.
96 Meadow fescue (Festuca pratensis) ...... 2 ditto.
85 Meadow foxtail grass (Alopecurus pratensis) 2 ditto.

1128 Rough-stalked meadow grass { Poa trivialis) 2 ditto.
32 Tall oat-like soft grass (Holcus avenaceus) 3 wash.
802 Meadow cats-tail (Phleum pratense) .... 15 lbs.
139 Hard or smooth fescue (Festuca duriuscula
velglabra) ......cceeiiiiiiiiiann. 2 bushels.
582 Crested dogs-tail (Cymosurus cristatus) .. 1 ditto.
1268 Nerved meadow grass (Poa nervata) .... % ditto.
527 Wood meadow grass (Poa nemoralis) .. 1 ditto.
1878 Broad-leaved creeping bent (Agrestis stolo-

nifera) ....... Cereesesietetennan ees % ditto.
141 Rye grass (Lolium perenne) ............ 1 ditto.
844 Dutch clover ..... eectravesesssasnaes 15 1bs.
32 Bush vetch (Vicia sepium)....c..ccov.... '3 bushel.
853 Sweet-scented vernal grass (Anthoxanthum
0doTatum) ......coeeeveccnns crecess 1 ditto.
276 Perennial red clover ............. ceeee 2 1bs.

One bushel of the above sown to the acre will give two
plants to asquare inch: 10 pecks maximum, 2 minimam.

MINUTES OF THE TASMANIAN SOCIETY.

. Government House, 2nd January, 1843.
PRESENT—Sir John Franklin; Messrs. Barnard, Boyes,
Crowther, R. R. Davies, Gell, Henslowe, Milligan, Turnbull.
After reading the mimutes of the last meeting, the following
new members were proposed :— -

Proposed by Seconded by
M. Bérard, Le Rhin.... SirJ. Franklin ..Mr. Boyes.
J. B Jukes, H.M.S. Fl%} Sir J. Fraoklin ..Mr. Gell.
M. Renaud, Le Rhin ..
M.Verreau;z, Naturaliste} Mr. Boyes ...... Mr. Henslowe.
W. P. Kay, Esq......... Mr. Gell ........ Mr. Milligan.
R'ggv'aflfﬁséf sq,York, Mr. Gell ........ Mr. Barnard.

The above having been unanimously elected members of the
Society, a brief account of the life and scrvices of the late tament-
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cd M. Dumont D’Urville, Member of the Society, supplie?l by
the kindness of M: Bérard, Captain of the French corvette
Le Rhin, was read by the Secretary.

M. Dumont D’Urville was born in Normandy, of an old and
noble family. He there received a good education, and became
well acquainted with Greek and Latin literature. He was
preparing for the Polytechnic School, when he decided on
entering the navy.

During the last years of the empire he served in the ships
of the Foulon squadron. At the beginning of the peace, in «
1817 and the following years, he followed Captain Gautier on
board the Chevrette, in his survey of the coasts of the Medi-
terranean. While sailing in the Archipelago and the Black
Sea, he made very interesting collections in natural history,
and particularly in botany. He wus at Milo when a peasaut,
who was collecting curiosities, found that remarkable statue
which is now to be seen in the Museum at Paris, called the
Venus de Milo. M. D’Urville was the only person who recog-
nised it as a work of the age of Pericles; and he was so
convinced of it, that he did not hesitate to write to M. le
Marquis de Riviére, the Ambassador at Constantinople, to
persuade him to secure it at once. 'When the French Govern-
ment recﬁised the value of the precious object which it owed
to the intelligence and research of M. ID’Urville, this officer
was presented with a copy ef the great work upon Egypt.

In 1822 M. D’Urville embarked on beard the Coguille as
first Lieutenant. This vessel under Captain Duperay was
intended to make a voyage round the world. M. D’Urville
had given considerable assistance in drawing up the plan of
this voyage, and he was entrusted with the charge of the col-
lections of natural history.

Having been promoted to the rank of Commander soon after
his return, he submitted a plan for a new voyage, with the
execution of which he was entrusted. He embarked in the
same ship, which was at that time called the Astrolabe.

It was in this .voyage that, guided by the information fur-
nished by Captain Dillon, he visited the Island of Vanikoro,
where he found the very place of the hapless La Peyrouse’s
shipwreck, and brought from thence a great number of articles
belonging to the ship, which he recovered from the bottom of
the sea. On his return he was made Post-Captain.

His interestin% writings, and the discoveries made in his last
voyage, gained him the reputation which has given rise to the

lively sympathy, and the deep and universal grief, which have
been manifested at the sad event which terminated his life.

His discovery of La Terre Adélie, and his passage through
Torres Straits, were attended with circumstances which will
ever hereafter be of interest to navigators.

M. D’Urvile had a remarkable facility in learning
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languages : he thus succeeded in understanding almost alb
those of the tribes scattered over the innumerable islands of
the Pacific. Men of science will always have to regret that he
never himself communicated the results of his inquiries upon this
subject ; for he was in hopes of demonstrating by the connec--
tion of these different languages, and by the phrenological-
observations collected in his last voyage, that all this part of
the world had been peopled by a movement of the human
species emigrating from the west to the east.

+ M. D’Urville was made Rear-Admiral some days after his
return from his last voyage.

From the time of his arrival in Paris, he was entirely occu--
pied in arranging and preparing for the press the history of his
second expedition, until he met his unhappy fate. On May
8th, 1842, while travelling from Paris to Versailles, the
railway train in which he was conveyed met with a fearful
accident, and was partially consumed by fire. Deprived of
the means of extricating himself, he with his wife and son, and
many other unfortunate sufferers, perished in the flames.

The first two numbers of a Grammar of the New Zealand.
Language, presented by the author, the Rev. Mr. Maunsell,
of ﬁgmkau, a member of the Society, were laid before the
Society.—Also, from Dr. Buckland, Mr. Johnston’s Letter
to the Marquis of Northampton on English Agriculture, with:
M. Brongniart’s Considérations sur la Viégétation.—Also a
pamphlet from Professor Owen on Marsupialia and Monotre-
mata, and on the best Methods of conducting Zoological Obser--
vations; the Journal of the Agricultural Society, vol. 3,
part 1; Liebig’s Agricultural Chemistry, English translation ;
on the Motion of Glaciers, by William Hopkins, Esq.,
Cambridge ; the Proceedings of the Geological Society of
London, Nos. 66—78, with the President’s address for 1840 ;
and the Proceedings of the Zoological Society for 1840-41.

The Secretery laid on the table Tetters from His Excellency
Sir George Gipps, Messrs. Breton, Belcher, and Lewis, in.
acknowledgment of their election; from .Captain Frome,
Surveyor-General, South Australia, on the progress of Flinder’s
monument at Port Lincoln; from Rev. T. g Ewing, com--
municating a corrected list of the Australian Mammalia and
Reptilia enumerated by Mr. Gray ; from Captain Cotton on.
the progress of his rotatory steam-engine at Norfolk Plains;
from the Secretary of the Zoological Society, acknowledging
the first number of the Tasmanian Journal ; from W. Kermode,
3sq., M.L.C., with the result of chemical experiments made
upon différent Soils submitted by him to Count Streleski ;.
from James Macarthur, Esq., jun., with an approved mode of
mixing English Grasses- for pastures in this Colony ; from R.
H. Davies, Esq., with an interesting account of the Sooty
Petrel, or Mutton Bird of Bass’s Straits.—A. translation from.
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the French of Count Streleski’s description of the great Volcano
of Kirauea, in the Sandwich Islands, was also submitted to
the Society ; and a diagram comparing the Rates of Mortality
in Tasmania with the London and British rates.—A printed
copy of the fifth number of the Journal was laid on the table,
with a communication from Mr. Bradbury relative to the
delays which have taken place in preparing lithographic illus-
trations. :

A beantiful specimen of Cyclostoma, of great rarity, found
in Madagascar, presented to Lady Franklin by M. Bérard,
was exhibited to the Society. .

In the unavoidable absence of Mr. Gregson, a paper was
read by the Secretary on the Nomenclature and Classification

%f (I;ock Formations in New Countries, by J. B. Jukes, Esq.,
.G.8S. v

Government House, 17th May.
Present—Sir John Franklin; Messrs. Bagot, Bedford,
Ewing, Gell, Gregson, H. Kay, W. Kay, Milligan, Turnbull.
After reading the Minutes of the last meeting, the following
new members were proposed :— :

Proposed by Seconded by

J. E. Bicheno, Esq. . .
Colonial Secl,-etary.-.,} Sir J. Fraoklin..E. Bedford, Esq.

B o 54 Colonial | Rey. T..J. Ewing. . W. Kay, Esq.

The above were unanimously elected Members of the
‘Society. :

A translation of the Church of England Prayer Book into
the New Zealand language, from Mr: Colenso, of Paihia, New
Zealand, was laid before the Society.—Also, a communication
from the Rev. J. Maunsell on the New Zealand language;
and three communications from Mr. Colenso, one of Nov. 4,
1842, with an amended copy of his paper on the Moa ; a second,
of March 7, 1843, with a paper entitled ¢¢ Filices Nove Nove
Zelandie ;” and a third, of March 30, 1843, enclosing an in-
teresting account of an excursion on the east coast and the
interior of north island of New Zealand, during which the new
Ferns described in the preceding paper were principally col-
lected, together with many hundred new species of plants since
transmitted for description to Sir W. J. Hooker.—An inquiry
from the Rev. W. C. Cotton, of Waimati, New Zealand (19th
Nov. 1842), for information regarding thenative and imported
Bees of Tasmania, was submitted to the Society.—A new
Encrinite has been lately discovered by the Rev. W. B.
Clarke, of Parramatta, New South Wales, and named by him
Encrinus Australis. The description ‘communicated by him
was laid before the Society.—A paper was also communicated
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