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TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE,

Tuez facilities now afforded by means
of the press for the dissemination of
every shade of opinion in Religion,
in Politics, in Science, and in Liter-
ature, very naturally leads every
party to desire an organ for the
advocacy of their own peculiar senti-
ments,

To the existence of such a feeling
as this, in the province of South
Australia, accompanied with an as-
surance of support on the part of
those concerned for the extension
of the true principles of Temperance,
is to be attributed the establishment
“of this periodical, under the title of
THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN TEMPERANCE
ADVOCATE..

The" obgect of this work will be to
adduce such argiinents in support
of the principle of Abstinence fromall
that . irtoxicates, and to put upon

record such facts in connexion with

the progress of the Temperance
cause either ‘here or elsewhere, as
will be likely to bring the public to
a sound mind with respect to the
use and abuse of intoxicating drinks.
In adducing these arguments, and
collecting these facts, recourse will
be had to the various American and
British Temperance Records, with a
number of which the ~writer of the
above is already furnished, and for
the further regular transmission of
which arrangements will at once be
made. ‘

The plan upon which it is pro-

poscd to conduct the Temperance
A dvocate is not that of a dry record
of passing events, or that of a bald
representation of abstract reasoning,
or naked facts, but that of an ad-
mixture of the grave and more soul-
stirring considerations, which this
subject may present, with the lighter
and more finished articles, with
which, we are happy to say, the
Temperance periodical literature of
the day abounds. Such being our
plan, communications, either in the
shape of original articles, or in that
of short anecdotes or interesting facts
will at all times be gratefully re-
ceived, and, as far as our limited
space will allow, our wvarious cor-
respondents will be left to speak for
themselves.

As the Editor of the Soutru Aus-

.TRALIAN TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE is

alone responsible for the articles
which appear in its pages, he will,
of course, have to exercise his dis-
cretion as to what shall appear, or
what shall be suppressed, but, as his
sole object, in the establishment of
this periodical, is, to advance the
cause of Temperance by every legiti-

mate means, no communications wil] -

be excluded, because they do mnot
exactly square with his views, unless,
indeed, they are likely to disserve
the cause they are intended te

‘promote.

‘The haste with which the present
number has been got up, has com-
pelled the omission of several mat-

)
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ters of local interest, for which we
hope to make amends in our next.

ADELAIDE TEMPERANCE
SOIREE.

Onx: the 24th of May last, a mecting
of the friends of Temperance, in
Adelaide, and its neighbourhood,
was held in the Trinity Schook
Room, North Terrace, in” comenio-
ration of the birth-day of her Majesty
Queen Victoria.. .

About two hundred persons sat
down to tea, among whom were many
who had taken an interest in pro-
ceedings of this nature in Great
Britain and Ireland, and who have
experienced the benefits of an adhe-
sion to the system of abstinence from
all that intoxicates in the warmer
and more genial climate of South
Australia. :

The School Room was tastefully
decorated with flags and evergreens,
and, in allrespects, presented a scene
of festive hilarity worthy of the occa-
sion. On the flag stretching over the
head of the Chairman was inseribed
“Wine is a_mocker strong drink is
raging,”” and on others were devices
and mottoes equally appropriate. Al-
together the amrangements did great
credit both- to the Judgment and
taste of the parties, whose anxicty is
to substitute ‘“the cup that cheers,
but not inebriates,” for the “ spark-
ling bowl” in which .
“Fell adders Liss

And poisonous serpents roll.”
Tea being ended—S. C, Hare,

Esq., was called to.the chair, and -

addressed the meeting in a. very lu-
nmunous. speech, detailing many im-

portant facts, in connection with the”

progress of Temperance principles,
whiclh had fallen under his own
notice, in Great Brituinand America,
and pointing out many of the evils of
excess in the use of intoxicating
drinks, with which he had become
personally and intimately acquainted
in the exercise of his profession. He
had for many years Deen an active
member of the old Temperance.
Society, which only required absti-
nence from ardent spirits, and the
moderate use of fermented liguors,
but so fully enmvinced was Le now

of the uselessness of all intoxicating
drinks, and so impressed was he witl;
the importance of setting an example
of total abstinence, that he had now
resolved to adopt the latter course,
and, before he left the meeting that
evening, he should sign the pledge of
abstinence from all that intoxicates.

Mr.. James Allen, then being
called upon. by. the Chairman, ad-
dressed the meeting at some length,
calling attention first.to the statistics
of intemperance in the province—
next to the demoralizing influence of
the traffic both upon the parties buy-
ing and selling—next to the loss sus-
tained by the colony, in the abstrac-
tion of so much capital for the merc
purpose of animal gratification to the
neglect of its productive eraployment
—next to the influence it exerted in
lessening the standard of our colonial
industry, and in lowering the tone of
moral and religious feeling in the
colony—and concluded with an ear-
nest appeal to all present. at once to
adopt the principles of the Society,
and exert themselves to the ut-
most of their power to promote their
spread in their families, among their
numerousacquaintances,and through-
out.the length and breadth of the
province.

Mr. Harvey then detailed the ad-
vantages he had personally derived
from the adoption of the Total Ab-
stinence principle during the last
twelve months,and carnestly implored
those, who were anxious to escape
the evilsof intemperance, and to enjoy
the. blessings of happiness and peace,
in their families, andin their ordinary
intercourse with the world, to give up
their adlierence to the “little drop®
system, and wage war with the bottle
to the very death.

My Charles Bonnar next amused
the meeting with a detail of the cir-
cumstances which had led him to
abandon the drinking usages of so-
cicty and adopt the cold waterregime
as infinitely preferable. His watch
had gone better since he was a Total
Abstainer—his pockets had fewer
drains upon them—and his sight had
been wonderfully improved. In de-
scribing those who were fond of their
glass, the people fixed upon some
very appropriate titles. For instance,
such a person was saidtoben “mop”’
—und they all knew to what very
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degrading purposes “mops” were
applied.  Roars of laughter attended
the whole of Mr Bonnar’s extraordi-
nary address.

The meeting was then addressed
by Mr Chapman, Mz, Cole, and
others, and the Chairman closed with
a review of the whole proceedings of
the evening,.

The National Anthem was then
sung, and a number of persons came
forward and signed the pledge.

DRINKING STATISTICS OF
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

The following is extracted from o lec-
ture delivered by Mr ALLEN, tn the
Baptist Chapel, Hindley Street, on
the dth of May last.

FouxpeED as this colony is, my
friends, upon a new.and important
principle—that of . causing Jabour to
keep pace with the acquisition of
land —I should feel, that I +was
forming too low an estimate of your
reading and of your active infelli-
gence, were I not to suppose you
acquainted with some of the first
principles of the science of political
cconomy. Of .this science, one of
the first principles is, that the wealth
of a community consists of the wealth
of the individuals who compose it.
Another principle of this science is,
that the sources of wealth are land,
labour; and capital; land being re-
* -quired for the employment of labour;
labour being required to give value
to land; and capital being required
to afford remuneration to labour.
And a still further principle of this
science is, that whatever lessens
cither of these, or diminishes their

- productiveness, when employed upon

cach other, so far deducts from the
amount of the community’s wealth.
The inference I am about to draw is
obvious ;—namely, that wherever
capital is employed in producing
mere gratification, and is consumed
in the production of that gratification,
without replacing itsvalue, instead of
its being employed in some other way
in the production of new capital,
there there is a gross and palpable
violation of all correct principles of
political economy, the accumulation

of capital and its productive power
being so far destroyed.

Only admit these principles to be
just, and the inference I have drawn
from them to be correct—and who can
deny the justness of the one, or the
correctness of the other ?—and I shall
casily .carry you with me in iheir
application to the use and abuse of
intoxicating drinks.

A man buys a glass of ale, wine,
or spirits,—or it may be a pint of
either of these liguids,—and he con-
sumes it, when, as is the case of
every man in health, he would bhe
better without it. The brewer, the
distiller, and the retailer, may have
a profit upon a portion of it, but to
the man himself it is a clear loss of
so much capital without any retwrn.
Nor is.he the only loser,—his wife
and children lose, and the community
itself loses, in proportion to the de-
teriorating effects it produces upon
bis :mind, his body, his land or his
labour. The daily sum may appear
insignificant, but the amount at the
end of .the year will not be found
inconsiderable. A shilling a day, for -
instance, would amonnt .to cighteen
pounds five a~year. .Besides,.there
is the loss of time—the diminished
amount of labour consequent upon
its consumption—the abstraction of
so much capital from reproductive
cmployment—and the want of health
which even in small quantities it so
often occasions—all of which areto be
included in the estimate you form of
this worse than useless expenditure.
Thus, it operate in two ways; it is
not only a source of present great and
positive loss, but it is also the surest
preventitive to vast future gain. Its
tendency, in all its cases, and in all
its Dearings, in proportion .to .the
quantity used—from the man who
only takes his glass, to.the man who
consumes his bottle or his quart a
day-—is to annihilate the re-produc-
tive power of capital, and so far to
diminish all the sources of national
wealth.

As yet, my friends, I have only di~
rected your attention to this view of
the subject, upon what I may call a
narrow and circumscribed scale, my
object being simply to introduce and

“elucidate oneor two of the principles

of political cconomy; but let us now
enlarge the sphere of our observa
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tions, and sce how far these prin-
ciples arc violated—not in America
merely—nor yet in England only—
but in this colony,—yes, at our very
doors. The consumption of ardent
spirits alone in America was lately
estimated at 50,000,000 dollars per
annum. In Great Britain, the annual
consumption of intoxicating drinks
is at this moment estimated at
£50,000,000 sterling. But in this
colony, where we have only a popu-
lation of 15,000 souls, I have no
hesitation in saying, from the Custom
House returns, which I hold in my
hand, that, in proportion tothe popu-
lation, the consumption of ardent
spirits, and other infoxicating drinks,
is greater than in either the Old or
New World. From December 1839
to December 1840, there were import-
ed into this province, 230,776 gallons
of ale and beer; 62,130 gallons of
wine; 94,851 gallons of ardent
spirits ; 712 gallons of cordials; and
this, over and above the deleterious
beverages of a similar kind produced
in the colony. Take the ale and
beer at 5s. per gallon; thewineupon
an average at 14s.; the ardentspirits
of every kind at 16s; and the cordials
of every kind at £2 per gallon; and
you have in round numbers £180,148
as the colonial expenditure upon in-
toxicating drinks for 1840. To this,
it may be objected, thatalarge quan-
tity of these imports are still in the
bonded store, and that I have ap-
proached nearer to the retail priees,
than to the original cost of these
articles. To this, I reply, that it is
also to be presumed, that there was
a large amount of imports in the
bonded stores in December 1839,
and that, in estimating the amount
expended upon these articles, I am
not bound to look to their original
cost, but to what comes out of the
pockets of the colonists for their con-
sumption, and which might have
been employed in a different way.
Besides, I have taken no account in
this estimate of intermal distillation,
nor have I placed a value upon these
articles by any means proportioned
-to their retail price. '

Here then, we have one solemn
and appalling fact—the expenditure

of £180,148 in the cowrse of a-year.

upon articles, not only unnecessary,
but positively injurious—an expen-

diture exceding the whole amount of
the government outlay for a like
period upon our colonial outfit and
upon the current expenses of the
colony—and an expenditure which
involves a gross violation of one of
the first principles by which our
colonial wealth must be promoted.
Had this amount been cast into the
sea, the loss of so much money would
have been total, but the evil would
have been far less than at present.—
The time that has been lost, the
health that has been destroyed, the
lives that have been sacrificed, and
the immortal souls that have been °
ruined, by this infatuation, would
not then have furnished matter for
such graveand solemn reflection. But
it is hardly fair in the present argu-
ment, to confine ourselves to a mere
negative view of the subject—to what
evils might have been avoided, had
this amount been sunk to the bottom
of the sea;—on the other hand, we
have a right to take the positive side
of the question—and to ask, what
good might have been effected, had
this sum been properly employed?
The £180,148 expended in 1840 upon
intoxicating drinks would have pur.-
chased 50,000 sheep at 19s. each;
9,000 cattle at £20 per head; 500
horses at £30 per horse; and 10,000
bushels of corn at £1 per bushel;
still leaving a surplus of £17,648 to
be applied to the erection of churches
and chapels, and to the purposes of
education and religion—and all this
for a single year. Were but this one
evilabandoned—this one cancer upon
the bosom of our colonial prosperity
removed—what is there tohinderour
progress, or to prevent the peacc of
our adopted land flowing as a river,
and its righteousness and blessingsas
the waves of the sea.

SIR GEORGE GIPPS ON THE
REVENUE FROM SPIRITS.

At the Annual Mecting of the Sydney
Temperance Society tn April last,
S1r G. Girrs spoke as jfollows :(—

Ox a former occasion he had
said that he had no desire to have a
revenuc from spirits—he wished to
have nothing to do with a revenue
obtained from so foul, so loathsome
a source, and he would gladly give






