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Coal and Copper in Western Australia had
been spread over the country through the
medium of the Swan River News. I sup-
pose this was effected by means of the fund
for the gratuitous distribution of the paper or
with the assistance of the Western Australian
Society; in either case it shews what is the
correct application of these funds. They
should, in my opinion, be reserved for such
contingencies as this, and not applied to the
indiscriminate circulation of a _certain number
of copies monthly. One hundred copies of
your November or December number, circu-
lated with judgment, would do infinitely more
good than the regular monthly circulation of
twenty copies for five years. It is thée same
with the funds of the Western Australian
Society. How useless was the ‘purpose to
which they were at first applied—the insertion
of advertisements in the papers, which are
the very parts of a paper that everyone suspects
most. How much better would it be for the
colony that accounts of its real progress— not
dreams of what it might be made—should be
thus publicly diffused.
I am Sir, your obedient servant,
G. P. J. .
[We so entirely agree with our corres-
pondent, that we only have one observation
to make, The wide ciculation of the glorious
intelligence published by us in November and
December was effected "at our own expense,
assisted by a small application of the Gratuitous
Distribution Fund "only, no money being in
hand for such purposes on behalf of the
Western Australian Society.—Eb. S. R. N.]

I LANGUAGE, &c."oF THE ABORIGINES.

To the Editor of the Swan River News.

Str,—Fully alive, I trust, to the interest
attached to both, I am not disposed to look
upon either the past or the present with dis-
regard. I am not inclined to rail at the
ytilitarian spirit of the age, and fly from it
into the dim atmosphere of musty records of
the past, nor, in my respect for it, to treat
with indifference the subject of its gradual
growth out of the remotest point of civilization.
It is therefore that I am glad you have com-
bined the higher tome of history with the
-useful one of business. Your articles on the
Natives, on the History of the Press, Journals
of the Exploring Expeditions, &c. show that
you have a taste keenly alive to the interest
which a new country presents to a mind not
besotted with business: while your commer-
cial articles evince an eye equally alive to the
necessity of introducing trade to it. I am,
therefore, induced to hope that a suggestion
which I am about to make will be favorably
received. Ere the aboriginal race which is
passing away, (and which, mark me, must and
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will pass away, despite the merciful efforts to
save it) —ere this fading fragment of an almost
unknown nation vanishes for ever, seize your
opportunity of collecting and recording all
the particulars of it that can be gathered from
the hieroglyphics which remain to us. Ep.
deavour to track the stream to its source, and
discover whether the fountain from which jt -
flowed was clearer—whether the present frag.
ment is but a ruin of a nobler structure—dege.
nerated from a more enlightened people who
have passed away. Depend upon’it, Sir, ray -
LIVING FACTS are being now expunged from
the history of the world—the tribes that stili
linger in Western Australia are not destined
to perpetuate their race! they will dwindle
and diminish, and be lost, with all the curiosi-
ties of their history to the generations that
come after us; they will * die and leave no -
sign.” We have, therefore, a duty imposed -
upon us of enrolling them on the tablets of
history while we can yet observe them, and of
‘enquiring into all their habits and their origin.
A study of their language is the most likely to
unscreen this mystery to us, and I think, Sir,
that a column or two on this subject is ex- -
pected at your hands by more than myself. '
An analogy has, I believe, .been discovered
between the language of the North American
Indians and that of Wales, and the origin of
the native tongue of Van Diemen’s Land has
been dimly traced to the ancient’ Greek.*
Can no affinity be detected between the lan-
guages of our poor natives and some other |
nation? On behalf of all philosophical enqui-
rers, I beseech your attention to this subject,
and am, Sir, your most obedient Servant,
R. B. S.
[We are quite sensible of the importance of
the enquiry urged upon us by “R. B. S.” and -
equally aware of the existence of the singular
law of nature which dooms the Western Aus-
tralian native race to’ extinction. We shall -
have some remarks to make on this subject (if
we have sufficient room) next month, and
invite any communications which may open
the door to investigation.—Ep. S. R. N.]

StEAM TO AvsTravria.—The following is a
list of gentlemen marked as representing’
Western Australia, in the * London Com.
‘mittee for the Extension of Steam Navigation to
Australia” :—Capt. Sir James Stirling, R.N. ;
Samuel Browning, Esq.; — Mangles, Esq.;
H. T. Prinsep, Esq.; Louis Samson, Esq.
There are twenty-seven other members of the
Committee. :

* The only similarity that we have ever heard of,
is in the Aboriginal term for a woman ¢ gin,” resema-
bling the Greek word of the same meaning, “yup,"

which appears to us to be a mere acccidental coinci-
dence.—Ep. S. R. N.




AND WESTERN

Mr. Samurr Browwine, in giving his
evidence before the Committee on the Naviga-
tion Laws, took occasion to bring forward the
sarticular merits - of the Western Australian
timber for ship-building, emphatically declaring
there was * sufficient to build an entire navy.”
We understand that Sir Robert Peel was
observed to be taking notes of his particulars
of the Jarrah wood, during his examination.
The reports which appeared in the public
papers were so extremely incorrect that we do
pot copy them, but await the official publica-
tion of the evidence.

Tae CoroNisaTION COMMISSIONERS AND
reeiR ‘“ CircULAR.”—We cannot but admire
the cool impudence with which the readers
of the Colonization Circular are told in the
number just published, that the latest intel-
ligence from Western Australia, received by
the conductors of that publication is of the
date of 1844! What is to be thought of a
Government which knows nothing of its

¢ - Jl colonies more recent than three years back ?

THE SWAN RIVER NEWS TRIBUTE -

TO IRELAND.

Ar the suggestion of an esteemed coadjutor in
Ireland, we caused the following announce-
ment to appear in the principal English, Scotch

cation of our February number : —

‘FAMINE IN IRELAND AND SCOTLAND !—
The Proprietor of the Swax River NEws, feeling that
itis the duty of every class to devote its energies to
the alleviation of the existing distress, and conceiving
that the press should mnot be behind in this good work,
has resolved on handing over the cntire profits of that
publication for the ensuing month to the Fund now
Jorming for the relief of the distressed Irish and High-
landers. No. 38 of the Swax River NEws, on
February 1st, will contain A PROPOSAL ¥OR STOPPING
THE PROGRESS OF THE FAMINE, and preventing its
recurrence. It is hoped that the interest of this
article will cause so large a sale that the proceeds,
to be devoted to the Relief Fund, will be considerable.
Six postage stamps, or a Sixpence, enclosed to EDwARD
CoLYER, 17, Fenchurch Street, London, will ensure a
copy by return of post.” .

Although not very sanguine of the result, we
had hoped that we might be able to draw the
attention of parties having the control of the
Relief Funds to the opportunity which was
opened to them of establishing the now desti-
tute peasantry in a land where want would

not prepared for the indifference with which
the announcement was received, and- which
rendered the suggestion of our friend less
effective than it might have been. Notwith-
standing the pains taken to publish the
announcement, the number of applications
from Ireland was two, while, as usual, England
Tresponded with a more open hand.” So muck
Jor Ireland! 'The rvesult is, that after de-
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and Irish newspapers previously to the publi-

" vital subject of mineral researches.

10 longer stare them in the face, but we were:
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fraying the ordinary expenses of the paper,
printing an extra edition, and paying the
large costs of advertising, &c., a paltry con-
tribution only remains to the Relief Fund.
However our Irish friends must accept the
will for the deed : we were the first to propose
a tribute from the press and since then, one
journal, Bell’s Life in London, has raised
between £400 and £500. We hope our
example will be followed, and may better

success attend future attempts of the kind. '

THE GOVERNOR’S HEALTH.

‘WEe are extremely gratified by having it in
our power to state this month, from private
information, that the health of His Excellency
Governor Claike, which has been so uncertain
ever since his departure from England, is now
completely restored. 'We are sure our readers
will be rejoiced to hear this intelligence, and
it affords us the highest gratification to
announce it, as, from the indications we have
already had of his zeal and activity and devo-
tion to the interests of the Colony, we are
convinced that the services of such a Governor
are peculiarly wanted at such a crisis as the
present.

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. '

Durine 'the past month there has been no
arrival from Western Australia, with the ex-
ception of a private letter which we believe
has been received by way of Hobart Town, of
a rather late date. We may now almost
daily expect intelligence—probably the next
Indian mail may bring letters; or the first
wool ship of the season, which would, most
likely, leave the colony in January, may be
looked for towards the close of the present
month. The next dispatches will be most
important as they must convey to us some
farther and ‘'more definite news relating to the
Should
the news be of a nature to demand it, we
shall not hesitate in forwarding it to our
Subscribers in the shape of a * Supplement
Extraordinary,” at whatever period it may
arrive, notice of which will be given through
the medium of the daily papers, to which we
shall at once dispatch it. 'We hope next
month to be at liberty to communicate to our
readers some circumstances of which we have
been put in possession calculated to have a
material influence on the prospects of the
colony. At present we must be excused if we
are compelled to witbhold the details, anp to
state, on general terms, that all we hear
induces us to believe that better days are

dawning upon us.




134
TO- CORRESFONDENTS.

WHALING.—An anonymous correspondent who writes
1o us respecting the Paragraph which' appeared in our
last, is informed that Messrs. Habgood and Robert
Viveash are the parties alluded to. - Their share of the
profits will be. much less than he calculates ; each of
the boat’s crew is entitled to.a lay” or share of 150th
part of the proceeds; while the steersman and head
boatman receives from a 20th to a 50th part. The
number of men engaged in the capture was probably
twenty; and, beyond this, there are the charges for
provisions, gear, freight, and insurance, home, &ec. &c.
to be deducted.

AMIENS CoLoNrLE.—If our correspondent be really
possessed of information as “ secret” as he states, he
will not find us niggardly in our remuneration, but it
must be imporiant and well authenticated.

ErsiroN.—The matter contained in. the letter, in
addition to being libellous, is; as we bappen to know,
untrue.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

FOR SWAN RIVER, (Wesrerx AUSTRALTA).—
NoTicE To SHIPPERS AND PASSBENGERS.—Messrs. WirLriam
FELGATE & Co. respectfully anno: ,
iling SH1P will shortly be dispatched to SwAN RIVER to follow
the William Wise. Ag;ﬂienﬁons for Freight or to be
made to WILLIAM ELGATE & Co. 4, Clement’s Lane,
Lombard Street.

TO EMIGRANTS.—GEORGE & J O_HN DEANE
have always on hnnvli! :}1 extegnve stockfof tfene;alﬂlron;
mongery, comprising tool ev escription for the agriculturisf
; X B:‘ : ch?ﬂ’zdge&:&' r.;%l >hbihg
en; e forges, hoes,
harrows, &g, The attemtion of Emi-
y to GEORGE & JoRN DEang’s
extensive collection of tool ch , in the dtting up of which the
utmost attention is paid to quality and the Iptest improvements.
Their stock of arﬁc?es adapted for domestic and culi y use, is
not rivalled by any other establish in the Metropolis; they
are all d, and charged. at the I DPossible prices.
GEORGE & JOEN DEANE, pening to the M > 46, King
‘William-street, London Bridge. R

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BANK‘, (established
23rd June, 1841.) .

Present Capital £20,000, in 2000 Shares of £10 each. (Subject
to lncl;ea.se, byra’i pr:aviuo in the Deed of Settlemené)
CHAIRMAN.

J. 8. Roe, Esq.

DirECTORS. )
G. F. Moore, Esq.
T. Helms Esq.
‘W. M. Habgood, Esq.

TRUSTERS. .
Hon. J. S. Roe, Esq. | Hon. G. F. Mdore, Esq. | W. Knight, Esq.

Casmrer.—Francis Lochée, Esq.

B LONDON. AGENTS.
Messrs. Lewis Brothers, 1, Church-court, Clement’s-lane.

Counsrr.—J. Schoales, Esq.
SorLiciTors.—Messrs. Lawrence & Vigors,
RATES. OF DISCOUNT.

Bills or Notes ——.not excceding 3 months, 7 per Cent. per Ann,
5y above2 & ”» 3, 73 »

W. J. Lawrence, Esq.
G. F. Stone, Esq.
W. Knight, Esq.

3 » » » »
» 2 n S . % »
hod 6 months, at discretion of the Directors.

No charge made.for_keeping Cash Accounts,
Approved Bills on England purchased or negotiated.
Drafts on London Agents issued.

Premium on Shares issued by the Bank, 20 per Cent.
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" Bank authorised to receive the same.

AUSTRALASIAN, COLON IAT, axD GENERA]’
LIFE ASSURANCE AND ANNUITY COMPANY !
1, Leadenhall-street, one dooy Sfrom Gracechurch-street,

CAPITAL — £200,000~—1x 2,000 SgARES,

DIRECTORS,
Edward Barnard, Esq. F.IL.S, Gideon Colquhoun, Esq,
Robert Brooks, Esq. C. E. Mangles, Esq.
Henry Buckle, Esq. Richard Onslow, Esq.

John Henry Capper, Esq. William Walker, Esgq.
TRUSTEFS.

E‘Ba.rnard.,Esq_. F.R.S. | J.H.Capper, Esq. | E. Thompson, Esq,
AUDITOKS: :

James Easton, Esq. C. Richardson, Esq. :
SOLICITORS.— Messrs. Maples, Pearse, Stevens and Maples,
BANKERS.—The Union Bank of London.
PAYSICIAN—Dr. Fraser, 62, Guildford Street, Russell Square,

ACTUARY AND SECRETARY—Edward Ryley. .

AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH.
SYDNEY.
DirECTORS.
Hon. C. D. Riddell. William Walker, Esq. .
Jobn Thacker, Esq. Adolphus W. Young, Esq.-
. TRUSTEES.
Hon C.D.Riddell | _John Thacker, Esq. | A.W. Young, Eag;
PHYsIcIaN—Dr. Nicholson | Soricitor—J. Norton, Esqg..
SECRETARY.—Robert Styles, Esq. .
BANKERS—The Bank of Australasia. .
‘WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
AGENT~—S. Moore,Esq. | MeDICAL REPE BEE—W.H.Sholl, Esg. |
TRUSTEES. o
Samuel Moore, Esq. ! John Septimus Roe, Esq.
AGENTS AND MEDICAL REFEREES, .,
A .- .E. L. Montefiore, Esq.
edical Referee, Dr. Woodford. !
BATHURST. -—Mcm Referee, Richard Machattie, Esq.

ADELAIDE.

GOULBURN. Me. Referee, John Gerard, Esq.

HoBArT Town.—4 «+. Messrs. Allport & Roberts
edical Referee, Dr. Bedford,

LAuxcns‘rox.—Agma + Messrs, Gleaﬂ_oy & Henty, |

MAITLAND.—~—— 4 gent. -+ -. Joseph Chambers, Esq,
Medical Referee, Davx}:leloane.E . *
" MELBOURNE.—Agent. Capt. Geo. Ward Cole,
ledical Referee, Dr. Hobson.
PoRTMACQUARIE, Medi al Referee, Wm. Richardson, Esq.
PORT STEPHENS, Merdical Reseree, Dr. Buchanan.
YASS — Medical Referee, Joseph Ellis, ksq.

INDIAN 3RAN§H.
BoMBAY——Agents .. ,..... essrs. Ritchie, Steuart & Co. .
Mg:c;a"lml Referee, Dr. Wm. Mackie.
Cu.curn-‘g'gagls “ss eoos Messrs, Boyd, Beeby & Co.
edical Referee, Dr. D. Stewart, Presidency Sur.
CeYLON —Iffmts sssessv. Messrs, Ackland Boyd & Co.
edical Referee, Dr. J. C. Caxgeron, Assistant

- Staff’ Sargeo;

MAD(&_AS-—-W +s:+<... Messrs, Line & Co.
edical Rcferee, Georﬁ]e Harding, Esq.
No extra Premium is charged to the ASSURED, for the whole,
of life, for voyage to England as cabin or intermediate passengers
in approved vessels to, or for residence in the Australasian
Colonies in approved situstions. Di from medicul advice,
occupation in whale fishery, or distant voyaging, will be covered
by equitable premiums; but parties may proceed. from port to
rort throughout the Aust:alasian Coloni in decl 1s of

100 tous or upwards.

Premiums on Policies. WHEREVER EFFECTED, may be paid in
England, or at- any settlement in Australasia where there is a

Policies,” whether eflected in England, or the Australasian
Colonies, may oc made pavable in either by endorsement, provided
the Assured do not quit the country in which the Policy is made
payable, without notice to the Directors.

INDIA, CEYLON, AND CHINA. .

Tables of Premiums for Assurances on the Lives of Officers
en, d in civil and military service in the East Indies, Ceylon
and China, have been calculated, and may be seen at the Office
of the Company,

Premiums may be paid and claims settled in India.

The Premiums charged for Residence in India are immediately
reduced to the English and Australasian Scale on the return of-
the Assured Life to England or Australasia.

THE NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES AND CAPE -
OF GOOD HOPE

No extra Premi is charged for id in any of these
Colonies, nor for one direct Voyage out and home.

Forms of Proposals and full particulars may be had at the
Office o1 the Company, No. 126, Bishopsgate-st. corner of Cornhill,

Advances made on Wool, Ojil, Timber, &c., for the ge:
ment of Exports.

N. B.—LETTERS OF CzEpIT, and BrLrs at Thirty Days

sight are granted in London, by the Agents, at their Office,
as above. -

.. .
Printed and Published by EDWARD COLYER, 17, Fenchurch-

street, London ; where all Communications for the Editor are
-0 be addressed.— Agent in Westemn Australia, Mr. RICHARD
WesST Nasn St, George's-terrace, Perth.




