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ADDRESS:
IN conformity -with ‘the. usual custom, we
introduce our Periodical to’ public notice, by
defining the principles on which it will be con-
ducted ; and we declare, that our great.object
will be to vindicate the rising Colony of South
“Australia- against- the numerous misrepresen-
tations so industriously, yet so anonymously
circulated ;—not by’ retorting - calumny and
_insinuation, . but by impartially recording au-
thentic facts, and :presenting- to" our readers'
“intelligence - on- which ithey -can rely; and
while those actually interested ‘in the Colony,
. by property embarked, or-friends located, are
thus encouraged,—intending settlers, perplexed
as to the spot most eligible. for their future
abode, will have accurate data for judg-
ing  of ‘the claims .of “South Australia on
their attention. - ‘Anxiotis to dispel prevailing.
ignorance and misconception concerning it, we

place our Paper, both in size and price, within .

the reach of all ; and we expect that our friends
“will second ourefforts, by liberally contributing
to its*general distribution ; thus enabling the
poorest - to’ know something of a'land where
their kindred dwell, or-where they themselves
may find a’home. . -, .- . o
- Believing that the field of Australian coloni-
zation is sufficiently wide for others as well as
ourselves; we : cherish “no jealous rivalry " of
other  candidates for public favour;. but will
co-operate with them, as much as possible,
in promoting the interests of that Colony to
which our ‘attention is exclusively devoted.
HOME'NEWS. o
The Repart - adopted by. the Parliamentary
ttee:on South Australia, will be printed

.its calumniators.

‘to 1840 :—

in a.few days. It is, we have goodireasqn to

believe, exceedingly favourable to the Colony,
and will form the miost complet€ answer to all
A digest of the evidence
will be published at an early period : and we
shall insert an outline of the Report in our

mnext number.

The outstanding claims on the South Aus-
tralian Commissioners, aré now in course of
liquidation,—and the injured credit of the Co-
lony is thus tardily repaired. Let us hear no
more about the bankruptcy of South Aus-
tralia!

Account of the Number and Tonnage of
vessels cleared outwards, from the United
Kingdom to South Australia, and of the
number of Emigrants in each year, from 183¢

Year Vessels Tounage Emigrants
1836 12 3,244 646
1837 10 3,543 977
1838 32 12,802 3,143
1839 44 . 19,256 4,856
1840 39 13,636 - 2,748

Custom House, London, 28t May, 1841.

A ccount of the value of the Exports from the
United Kingdom to South Australia, in each
year,. from 1836 to 1840 inclusive; distin-
guishing the produce and manufactures of the
United Kingdom, from Foreign or Colonial
merchandise :— -

British and Irish  Foreign & Colonial
Year. prod. & manufac. = - Merchandige Total
1839 £20,559 - £4,016 £25,6056 -
1837 18,096 - 21,080 39,176
1838 65,493 17,188 82,676
1839 - 84,133 19,184 103,317
T 1840 . 99,609 36,820 138,438

Custom House, London, 18th-May, 1841.

‘From a return to the Honorable House of Come

mons, printed 7th June.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER DATED ADELAIDE,
2nd JANUARY, 1841,

For the short time I have been here, I have seen

a great deal of the country, and have heen as fat as
the river Murray. I am very pleased with what I
have seen ; and you will be glad to hear, that settlers
are now locating tliemselves in all parts, cultivating
the soil, and Kkeeping sheep and cattle. The capabi-
lities of the soil are beginning to be appreciated ; and
there is every reason to hope, that this will soon bea
corn-growing country. That it can be so, this season
has proved—and that it will be so, is evidenced by
the exertions that are making for the coming harvest.
Things appear to be getting into a more healthy state,
There is less of speculation, and more active and
well-directed industry. With the progress which
has been made in Adelaide and its neighbourhood, I
am truly astonished ; and think I can say, that there
is not any gentleman, with whom T have had the
pleasure of communication on South Australian mat-
ters, whose expectations would not be far surpassed.
There is in this country, as in all the Australian colo-
nies, a great deal of bad serubby land ; bnt there is far
more than enough of most excellent land for those,
who will, with industry and perseverance, avail them-
selves of its truits. There is a spot near Adelaide,
called the Reed Beds, which was universally con-
demned by the first settlers, as a swampy, worthless
~soil. It is, or rather was, full of rank reeds, and
presented a most uninviting appearance. This now
turns out to he some of the best soil,—the reeds are
being gradually eaten off by the cattle, and in their
place, there springs up a very rich herbage; and I
have been assured by a man, on whose veracity I
have reason to place reliunce, and who has been used
to farming in England, that it is equal to any land in
our mother country. Indeed I have seen ricks of
hay and wheat off this land, which appear to me
very good ; although, I admit, T am not much of a

- judge on this subject.

The writer of Lhis lelter is well qualified, by
cducation and experience, to form a correct
opinion on the true character of the Colony.

Another gentleman, who went out in the
same ship, thus writes, in a letter dated Ade-
laide, 6th January, 1841 ;—

Having read so many and so contradictory state-
ments, T left England with impressions anything but
favourable. We arrived at a season the most in-
auspicious, There had not been rain for more than
six weeks. On landing at Glenelg, the country had a
most barren appearance: on proceeding towards
Adelaide, I was, however, most agreeably surprised
to find the plains covered with lofty gum-trees, and
with abundance of long coarse grass, The sheep and
bullocks were looking remarkably healthy, and ap-
peared almost fit for the butcher. On approaching
Adelaide, the prospect was delightful ; the land was
of the same luxuriant nature.  Mount Lofty, and
the adjoining range of high hills, which belt the city
to the east and north-east—covered with woods, re-
minded me much of some of our Devonshirelandscapes.
I was perfectly astonished at the town, then only three
yearsold. Itis placed mostexcellently, having very wide
streets, parallel or at right angles with each other, but is
projected on too large a scale. Hindley-street, almost
the only one continuously built, contains some excel-
lent shops and houses ; but by far the best buildings
are in Rundle-strect, where the South Australian
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Company are erecting about twenty substantial brick
houses, which would make a very creditable appear-
ance in any provincial town .in England. I am
quite astonished at the rapid progress of Ade-
laide. Four years ago, the white man had not put
his foot on its plains; within that short time, a city
has sprung up, as in the wilderness; the kangaroo
and other natives of the wood have receded and given
place to the sheep and the ox. The country on every
side has been settled on, cultivated, and improved ;
the immense resources of a country—in climate, de-
lightful, in soil for grain and fruits, scarcely equalled,
have been developed ; and an asylum offered to all
those with able hands and willing hearts, whose in-
dustry and honest endeavours could, in an old country,
meet with no adequate reward. * * *
Mr. T very kindly offered me a horse to
take me to Encounter Bay and to the Murray, and I
embraced so favourable an opportunity of seeing a
very interesting part of the Colony. 1 was perfectly
astonished, for the first thirty-five miles, at the rich-
ness of the soil. Thousands of acres, now bearing
kangaroo grass, are, without the expenditure of a
single farthing, fit for the plough—no rocks, no weeds,
no timber to obstruct agricultural operations. We
then passed through a large tract covered with a
dwarf Eucalypsus, the soil composed of arid sand,
without a single plant for the nourishment of man or
beast On approaching within eight miles of Encounter
Bay, we entered a most luxuriant valley—the soil a
dark loam—the trees of magnificent dimensions, and
dotted ahout, as if planted by the hand of man, to
adorn a park; a beautiful river—the Hindmarsh—
running through it; and surrounded by well-wooded
hills. This is far the richest land I have seen. Itis
not yet settled, but a few squatters are located there,
who are realizing considerable money from sheep.
In passing from Encounter Bay to the Murray, we
passed through a considerable tract of scrub, appa-
rently valueless, except for kangaroos. The Murray
is a most magnificent river, hut, unfortunately, is not
likely to be useful for navigation, as its outlet from _
Lake Albert is very shallow, and beset with breakers *

STATISTICS.

PROGRESS AND PRESENT STATE OF THE COIONY.

The ¢ South Australian Almanack,” for 1841,
just received, contains a mass of statistical
information derived from the best sources, and
very carefully digested. We have pleasure in
presenting our readers with the following ab-
stract: —

PASTORAY, AND AGRICULTURAL.

The progress which has taken place in agricultural
and grazing operations, during the last year, is the
most striking, and at the same time the most substan-
tial and gratifying proof of South Australia’s onward
progress. When we last appeared before the public,
the country, with the exception of ahout 500 acres
immediately around Adelaide, was still in its natural
state ; while, with a few exceptions, the whole of the
population was centered in the space, comprised
within twenty or twenty-five miles of the capital.

* Capt. Kenney, the intelligent commander of the Lalla Rookh,
informs us, that this outlet will be quite available for small coast-
ing steamers, built for the purpose.—ED.
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During the last twelve months, however, such has
been the rapidity with which the settlers have located
in the country, that now, as we shall presently show,
somewhere about 3000 acres are either actually under
crop, or crops have been just reaped off them, while
the circle of civilization has been extended from its
former bounds, at least, seventy miles around Ade-
laide.

The following table, by the Surveyor General, shews
the total quantity of land surveyed, and the quantity
selected within the colony, on the 30th November,
1840:—

istri No. of acres|No. of acres

District. surveyed. selected.
A . o . . . 55248 48048
B .. . . 56898 23840
c . . . . 48400 16100
D . .. 44880 2730
E . . 31680 8000
F . . . 6080 2640
On the Little Para . . 160 160
On the Gawler . . 3440 400
At Mount Barker . . 960 480
Sections at 1’ort Lincoln . . 5280
On the Finniss . . . 0680
Near Currency Creck . 4240
Contents of Special Sarveys : 185877 52440
Total surveyed into sections ' 452823
Add proportion for roads . 22611
City of Adelaide, Parks, &c. . 3400
_ Total land surveyed . . 478804 155128

This table shows that, at the present moment, no
less than 297,695 acres of land are surveyed and
ready for selection.

It was, for some time, a generally received opinion,
that the climate and soil of South Australia were un-
congenial to the growth of wheat, barley, potatoes, &e.
This idea, we have reason to believe, got afloat, from
the circumstance of some persons having, in the early
part of the colony’s existence, failed in raising crops
during the summer, and on land turned up for the
Jirst time. The absurdity of this opinion, which was
for some time prevalent, will now become apparent to
every one who will take the trouble to ride or walk a
few miles into the country in any direction around the
capital. In the course of compiling this publication,
we have ourselves had occasion to visit most of the
settled districts in the colony, and we can affirm, from
personal observation, that most of the crops we have
seen could not be surpassed anywhere. We have seen
wheat gathered, within the last fortnight, which will
produce fifty bushels an acre; and we believe the far-
mers will bear us out in the assertion, that produce of
all grain that was sown in proper season will average
thirty bushels an acre. Inmany parts of the country
—in the Mount Barker district particularly—the seed
had been put in too late; and wherever this has been
the case, the produce of the crops will be inditferent.
This unseasonableness of sowing, is to be attributed
to the circumstance of the settlers, in almost every
instance, not having obtained their land until about
May, June, and July. The utmost confidence, how-
ever, exists as to the capabilities of the soil and cli-
mate even among those whose crops will be a partial
failure this season ; and no better proof of the exist-
ence of this confidence can be had, than the fact that
almost every farmer is preparing a double, many a
treble and quadraple quantity of land against next
seed time.

For pastoral pursuits, the colony has always been
allowed to be eminently qualified.” The rapidity with
which stock of every description increases, and the
all but total absence of disease of every description
among our flocks and herds, are conclusive evidence
en this point, Catarrh, so much felt in New South
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has never been known in South Australia;
and even the scab is now, owing to the attention of
the shepherds, fast disappearing from our flocks.

The number of sheep, cattle and horses, imported
into the province during the year, ending 30th No-
vember, 1810, have been—

Wales,

70,000
4,257
300

SHEEP ceoeccossescasencscsanasane
Cattle secsoacscscossonoscanacecs
HOISES seeonsansacasessvonosaance

To the above gratifying statement are appen-
ded statistical tables of each district, with the
name of each settler, the quantity of stock he
possesses, and the amount of land he has under
cultivation, We have not room for these dis-
linct returns, but the following is an abstract
of the whole ;—

-
& | = 3138
& 2|¢ ola 312§
District. 3 R = a3
a2 | 3 |= 3-8
(. — S
Adelaide . . 51819; 5870300 8Y| 511
Mount Barker . 15000] 2727}126]: 99! 161
Parra Rivers . . 16311 462 27 16] 31
Hurtle Vale . . -} 3530] 52%| 32 171 36
Morphett Vale . 3850 194| 21 114
QOnkaparinga . 8710/ 260| 16 11
Willunga . . 1500{ 128} 4 o 17
Encounter Bay . 250, 307) 9 4 1
Strath Albyn . . 8800| 1045| 65 3 6
Port-Lincoln . 3000] 226 © 17
Out Stations . 53100] 2210] 44

Totals B . |166770113957:639 015{256[216711237| 971

The Editor of the Almanack, after noticing
the neglect, and in some rare cases, the refusal
of settlers to send in returns, adds :(—

A just approximation to the whole quantities in the
colony may be made, by adding for such omissions,
ten per cent. to the number of cattle above stated,
and twenty per cent, to the quantity of sheep, making
the total number of cattle 10,162,—sheep 200,160.

To the number of horses shown by the returns we
have procured from the country districts, those em-
ployed in Adelaide, and used in the trade between the
city and the port, must be added. Their number may
be stated at 3J0.

These numbers show an increase of—
01,400

8,562
263

Sheep ceecevos scoecse
Cattle
HOrses eeesesscssccns

since Jast December. Besides this increase, about
3,000 sheep have been exported from the colony ; and
the cattle and sheep slaughtered, to supply a poputa-
tion ot 15,000 persons, must be added, to show the
actual increase during the year. .

The quantity of land in field cultivation only, has
been returned To that return must be added the
numerous gardens in Adelaide and the viilages ad-
joining. A careful estimate ot the quantity of land,
under garden and vineyard cultivation, enables us to
state thie number of acres at one hundred and thirty-
five. ]

On the whole, the quantities of land under cultiva-
tion may be stated as under :—

WHEAL e veaescocsanascoanscssocoer 907
Barley .eocesccaseccccnaanerres 258
QAafS .. vocc0onuasscssnatssecvoecrs 246
Maize ....ocovsses-c2scarcace-rone 71
Potat0es ceoeesccoosnaoncssnoscsrocs 227
Crops not specified «.oevc-vovcere ¢ il)g{

2

Gardens, &, -« coovcaoronaansaaens

Total acres cultivated in the Colony 2915







