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AT length the Report. of the Parliamentary |

‘Committee on South Australia has been
published. Many a breast has throbbed
anxiously to know what would be the result
of an investigation, which promised so little
gaod, and foreboded such infinite evil to its
hapless proprietary. And while the Colonial
papers, the London papers, the Provincial
papers, and ‘the monthly periodicals, not to
mention the myriads of small fry so zealously
circulated from Land’s End to John-o’Groats,
echioed and re-echoed each -others predictions
. of its rapidly approaching ruin; it is not

wonderful that, acting on the maxim ¢ what
all the world says must be true,” the public
have looked forward to their fulfilment as a
sad, but fatal certainty. .

Solomon has said, ¢ A man’s cause is right
in his own eyes, but another cometh and
sifteth the matter.” It is well for South
Australia that this matter has been sifted, and
that by some of the shrewdest and most
talented and practical men, of which this
country can boast; and the result of their en-
quiries affords strong presumptive evidence,
that the press has been not a little licentious
in its treatment of the praiseworthy attempt
there made, to exemplify and carry into effect
one of the most important experiments in
¢olonization that has ever been made. Any
man of ordinary impartiality, who has taken
the trouble to peruse the evidence published
by the committee, must, we think, admit, that
the planters of the new Colony, the emigrants
and their friends have made- the best use of
the materials within .their reach; and that
thieir zeal, patience,and perseverance. are wor-
thy. of the approbation of their countrymen,
and the world. -If-they have had unprece-

dented difficulties to contend with, from the
tardiness and. indifference of the Government
in the outfit; if years of delay and vexa-
tion had to be endured, before their land was
surveyed and selected ; if the first Governor
wanted experience, and the second was profuse
in an expenditure, over which the colonists
had no control : if the Secretary of State for
the Colonies thought.it right and proper to alter
the constitution of the government, and stop
the credit of the colony without a previous
intimation of measures so vitally affecting its
welfare :—it only reflects higher honour on
those who have born the burden and heat of
the day ; and who, in spite of such hinderances,
have had the moral courage to go forward
amidst these discouragements; and are, after
all, able to submit to a Committee of the
House of Commons, a state of affairs in the
Colony which well entitles it to the future sup-
port and protection of Parliament. It is ever
unmanly and ungenerous to oppress the helpless
and the weak; it is worse to justify that
oppression by the false imputation of base and
interested motives; still more unworthy to
attempt the defeat of a patriotic object under-
taken by men of honest intention, and carried
on by blameless means, by magnifying those
errors, into which every human being is liable
to. fall—and preferring the misrepresentations
of rivals or opponents to plain and unvarnished

‘truth.

The press, always a most powerful engine,
is incalculably mischievous when mis-directed.
In most of the great public questions which
agitate the empire, the opposition press is
strong and influential ; but unhappily for South
Australia, it has been almost deserted by its

allies, and has become like the yictim of op-
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pression, whose character traduced, and his
person incarcerated, is trampled under foot, till
the day of trial before an impartial jury arrives,
and he can stand erect in conscious integrity
and honour ; then the evidence is produced,
and his justification announced in the verdict
of acquittal.

Few men have sufficient dignity of mind
willingly to acknowledge themselves in the
wrong, and the emring press seldom considers
itself called upon to do so; perhaps because
its opponents take good care to set the public
right in such cases. The new colony is not
however in such a favourable position as it
scarcely hasanadvocateor friendamong the pub-
lic journals;* but if there be any generosity in
the British and Colonial journalists, they will
now come forward and do South Australia
justice, by commending what is praiseworthy,
cither in motive or measure, and assisting a
great work by useful suggestions on every
point affecting the welfare of so many of our
fellow-countrymen,

Had the experiment ended unsuccessfully ;
it was something to have made it, unaided, for
the first five years of its existence, by the
mother couniry. Is it nothing to have perma-
nently planted a thriving community, secured
from the sufferings to which every new colony
has hitherto been subjected, and supplied with
the means of comfortable subsistence to a
greater extent in proportion te its population
than Great Britain itself, and that too in a
country 16,000 miles distant, which a few
years ago was a barren wilderness 7—to have
done that which the author of the new system
of Colonization says, has never been done
before—that is, *“ to plant in an extensive and
uninhabited country, but without any kind of
slavery, a colony which shall prosper from the
beginning.”

Is it nothing to have relieved Great Britain
of 15,000 of her surplus population 7—to have
expended £200,000 in freights to the ship-
owier, and in provisions to the land-owner ?—
to have purchased of the neighbouring colonies
stock to the amount of one million sterling 2—
to have established a market for the perpetual
consumption of British manufactures, and even
thus far to have contributed towards that
branch: of our national industry above
£200,000?

Let our distressed farmers—our starving
labourers declare, whether an achievement like
this is not more glorious in its results than
many a victory which has cost the blood of
thousands, and millions of treasure. The at-
tempt to crush South Australia, is as useless

* The ¢ South Australian Record,’” and the ¢ Colonial Gazette,’
are honourable exceptions, They have consistently laboured
to promote the welfare of Scoth Australia, and to inform the
public mind on the great subjects of colonization and emigration.
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as it is infatuated ; and nothing can be more
beneficial either to the mother country, or to
her other Australasian dependencies, than its
complete success; while that, on the othex
hand, is intimately connected with their pros-

perity.

HOME NEWS,

REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON SOUTH
AUSTRALIA. '

This Report now published forms, with the Bvi-
dence, a bulky volume, of 700 pages, containing,
however, a mass of valuable and interesting matter.
As several of our cotemporaries have already given
a condensed view of the former portion, and as an
Abstract of the whole will shortly appear (see Adver-
tisement on our last page) we merely subjoin a rapid
sketch of the topics on which it treats.

The committee, after stating what they consider to
be the errors and deficiencies of the present Acts of
Parliament, consisting, chiefly, in the defective agen-
cy employed, the divided authority established in
the colonial government, and the want of sufficient
financial provision for its permanent support,—men-
tion the liabilities which pressed on the Commis-
sioners up to March last, amounting to £155,000 (for
which parliament has provided by an advance)
with £56,746 borrowed from the Emigration Fund, and
glance at the causes of their embarrassments. They
then detail the result of their enquiries into the pre-
sent position and prospects of the province, which is
highly favorable, and conclude by an.elaborate state-
nment of the measures which they woyld recommend for
the better administration of its affairs. These recom-
mendations are summed up in the resolutions, the
substance of which as follows, viz, That the present
acts be repealed, but that the former.limits, and power
to make laws, should be preserved.. That unofficial
members, elected in districts, should -be admitted
to the Legislative Council,—permanent provision for
the expences of civil government being jpreviously
made. That no convicts should be transported there,
That any sums advanced as loans should form the
public debt of the province. That all lands should
be disposed of by sale, but the Governor to have
authority to reserve those required for public pur-
poses, and for the aborigines. The surveys should
be always in advance of the demand, and special sur-
veys discontinued, That land should be sold peri-
odically by auction, at a minimum upset price, Land
put up and not sold, to be open for purchase at the
said price, in the intervals between the sales. Com-
panies or individuals should be allowed to purchase
not less than 20,000 acres, by private contract, at not
less than the minimum price, which price should be
governed by the same price in the other Australian
colonies, and may saftely be raised ahove £1 per acre.
Her Majesty in council to fix such price, not to be
lowered but by Parliament. That the expense of
survey should be defrayed by an acreable.charge in
addition to the purchase money, except for lands dis-
posed of before it shall have been established. That not
less than one-half of the fund arising from sales of land
be applied to emigration ;- the remaining half to—Ist.,
the interest and sinking fund of the Debt; 2nd., the
benefit of the aborigines; 3rd., the fixed expences of
civil government ; 4th, general colonial services. That
the unsold lands should be let on pasturage licences.-
That the sum due to the emigration fund should: be
repaid. That advances made by the Crown should
Ise recovered as advances made for public works, at a
rate not above 5 percent. per annum. T



SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS.

Woor Sares.—The first Wool sales of this season
began on the st instant, and closed yesterday even-
ing, the 8th ;—they included 7890 bags of Australian
Wool, amongst which were 1238 of South Australian.
The broker’s report says—* South Australian Wool
was more free from grass seed and burrs, and though
still not well washed, was much better got up than
last year, part of it, however, was sent over in the

rease.” ‘The following prices were realized :—Good
fair 1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d.; a few at 1s, 6d.—Inferior 1s.
to 1s. 2d.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COMPANY.

—

The Fifth Annual General Mecting of this Company
was held on Wednesday the 30th ult., at their office,
No. 4, New Broad-street. The chair was taken by
George Fife Angas, Esq. The minutes of the last
meeting having been confirmed, the manager was re-
quested to read the-annual report, balance-sheet, and

_ profit and loss account, with the directors’ estimates
of the company’s property, and of the future income.
The following is a summary of the report, which will
be immediately printed as usual :—

¢ It commenced by sketching thc present position
of South Australia, and showed, notwithstanding the
trying events of the last year, it was steadily progres-
sing; and that Col. Gawler’s expenditure, though
large, had furnished the colony with many valuable
works and institutions. Land-jobbing, among the
colonists, had nearly ceased, and all seemed intent
upon agriculture, sheep-farming, &c., so that the co-
lony, after supplying its own wants, would export
this season (the fourth of its existence) about 250 to
300 tuns of oil, 13 tons of whaleboue, and 2,000 to
2,500 bales of wool, of the net value of about £50,000.
Its present population is above 15,000; sheep,
200,000 ; horned cattle, 16,000 ; and more than 2,800
acres of land were under cultivation ; and tillage and
sheep-farming were rapidly increasing.

“7The company’s affairs were then reported under
the leading heads of land, flocks, and herds, whaling,
and banking. Their town lands maintained a steady
value, and several advantageous building leases were
made with the settlers. The rent-roll from town
Jands and buildings had increased from £2,500 to
£3,900 per annum. The works at the new port were
comgleted, and the port opened on the 14th October,
by the governor, and leading ‘settlers who valued the
company’s enterprise in executing the vast under-
taking, for which individual meaus were wholly inade-
quaté.” The results were satisfactory, as the ware-
house could accommodate 1,500 tons of goods, and
vessels of considerable burden could discharge along-
side the company’s wharf, so that the colony now
possessed harbour facilities equal to those of Sydney,
Hobart Town, or Launceston. The company weve
obtaining a good remuneration from rents for the road,
warchouses, wharf, etc,

«“The country lands sustained their former value,
and were beginning to yield returns, already giving a
rent-roll of above £1,700 per year, and furtherleases
were negotiating, The company’s farm tenants were
successful, and some had applied to increase their
farms,

“The flocks and herds contimied in satisfactory
condition.. The sheep and lamhs now exceed 14,000,
and the cattle 1,100, while the.increase from births
was considerable. The manager had sent home about
27,000 lbs. of wool from the company’s flocks, and a
much larger clip was expected next season.

“Tlie company’s whaling operations were almost
discontinued, ope of their vessels was sold, and the
others would beé disposed of at first favourable oppor-
tunity, together with the remaining whaling stores, as
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the fisheries would be left to private individuals. The
company had received'about 130 tuns of oil and six
tons of whalebone for the season’s importation. The
favourable prospects of the bank were undiminished,
and the capital was legitimately and profitably em-
ployed,—the manager’s despatches asserting, that due
caution was used, and land speculations not en-
couraged, but the regular trade of South Australia
and the prominent position of the company’s bank,
required considerable funds for this department, All
the over-due drafts held upon the colonisation com-
missioners had been lately retired from the parlia-
mentary advance.

«The Directors received regular accounts of their
colonial operations, and the compauy’s property was
estimated by them, on a moderate calculation, as pre-’
serving a surplus_of 70,000 over all instalments and
liabilities. The Dircctors recommended to continue
the dividend of six per cent. per annum, and hoped,
in time, to establish a good reserved fund, and pay a
farger rvate.

«The company’s finances were noticed, and the
propriety of the call of £2 10s. per share on all the
old shares shown. The measures for obtaining char-
ters of incorporation were detailed, and the recent
division of the company, so that in future, the land,
flocks, herds, and emigration, will be conducted by
the South Australian Company, and the bank pro-
secuted by a new company, termed the South Austra-
lian Banking Company. A. petition for a charter for
the latter was now before Government, and the incor-
poration of the former will shortly be applied for.
The Directors do not expect that the separate pro-
prietors in each company will suffer any redunction in
the present rate of dividend. The satisfactory
state of South Australia was again adverted to,
and the following extract given from the report
of the Parliamentary Committee, who had lately
investigated its condition : — ¢ Various facts, en-
couraging the hope that after due allowance for very
large tracts of wholly unavailable land, the natural
capabilities of the colony are very considerable, and
that as its tillage extends and its stock multiplies, it
may, in due time, yield an ample revenue, and be-
come a valuable appendage to the British Crown.” 7

Rear-Admiral E. Hawker rose to propose the adop-
tion of the report and accounts, stating his confidence
in the company’s prosperity, derived, not only from
the report itself, but from private information from
Soutlt. Australia. Notwithstanding the difficulties
with which the colony had been obliged to contend,
he believed nothing under God could prevent its firm
prosperity. He kuew that the facts elicited hefore
the Parliamentary Committee had greatly changed the
views of many influential persons, who now enter-
tained a high opinion of the colony. Many persons
at home, and many in South Australia, were convinced
of the importance of the company, who had, in fact,
saved the colony. He passed much encomium on
Colonel Gawler, who had built up the colony, and
might be termed the father of South Australia, from
his able and disinterested efforts for its success. The
gallant Admiral mentioned several facts, supporting
his strong testimony in Colonel Gawler’s favour ; and
concluded by expressing his firm conviction in the
prosperity of the colony and the company.

W. P. Bartlett, Esq., had great pleasurein second-
ing the resolution, and suggested the expediency of
cireulating the valuable information contained in the
company’s report.

W. Richards, Esq., begged to propose the second
resolution, (continuing the dividend,) which he con-
sidered fully justified by the state of the company.

C. Chippendale, Esq., seconded the resolution.

Captain T. W. Buller, R.N., In proposing the third
resolution, (for re-clecting the retiring directors and






