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THE rigorous investigation to which the colony
of South Australia has been subjected, has
unquestionably worked for its good. We see
it in the reviving confidence and brightening
hopes of those who are interested in its welfare,
and still more decidedly in the subdued tone of
the hitherto opposing press, when speaking of
its affairs; and we feel, that no honourable
mind can peruse the record of its rise and pro-
gress, without aniiving at the conviction, that
those who originated and those who carried out
this enterprize have well merited the high' de-
gree of success with which it has been already
crowned. The vindication of individual cha-
racter, or the refutation of calumny and mis-
representation, was not, however, the great
object of the inquiry ; and we cannot forget
that those questions—so carefully discussed by
the Select Committee—which have a bearing
on the future progress, if not on the very
existence of the province, have yet to be ex-
amined and decided on by the legislature. We
confess that, as the period for the assembling
of the new parliament approaches, we feel
some anxiety, lest, amidst the numerous sub-
jects of vital consequence to the mother coun-
try which demand their urgent attention, the
necessities of one of her remote dependancies
should be neglected or postponed. That they
cannot be thus treated, without injury to both,
we are confident; and it is on this account we
urge on the friends of South Australia, on its
official guardians, and on those members of
the late House of Commons who took part in
the recent examination, vigorous efforts to
carry out those practical improvements in the
administrations of its affairs which experience

has proved to be necessary. We know that
all may not agree as to the nature or extent of
the alterations to be effected ; but all will, we
think, desire that the financial credit of the
colony should not only be repaired, but placed
on asubstantial basis ; that the waste lands of
the colony should again be open to purchase ;
and that the proceeds of these and former sales
should be again applied, in whole or in part,
to the purpose for which they have formerly
been appropriated. These things cannot be
definitely arranged till Parliament has taken
them into its consideration; and while we
regret, that capitalists are deterred from the
purchase of South Australian land, because
the contracts with former purchasers are yet
unfulfilled, and that, notwithstanding the liberal
advance of parliament, the Governor’s recent
bills are yet unaccepted,—we can only implore
those with whom these matters rest, not to lose
a single opportunity of bringing them to a
final, and, we trust, a satisfactory arrangement.

— e

We are glad to observe so many ships load-
ing for South Australia, and to find a consider-
able inquiry for passages arising among all
classes of emigrants. The ‘Caleb Angas’
will, we understand, take out a party of miners
from Devon and Cornwall, to carry forward
the operations which have already so aus-

piciously commenced.
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to receive Mr. Mc Laren on his return from Ade-
laide. That gentleman’s statements, with respect
hoth to the position of the colony and the operations
of the Company, were, we understand, highly satis-
factory to those present. The meeting was necces-
sarily confined to the Shareholders, but we hope to
be able to furnish our readers in our next with a full
account of the proccedings.

The fifth Report of the Directors of this Company
is now before us, and furnishes ample proof of the
able manner in which its affairs are conducted, and
the increasing success which has accompanied them,
We subjoin a brief notice of this document. After
a short notice of the events which have taken place
in South Australia, during the past year, and the in-
creasing development of its productive resources, the
first division of the Company’s operations—LAND, is
entered upon. 'The system of letting portions of the
Town Land, still continues to work advantageously,
notwithstanding the cessation of land speculation, and
the rental of this property is estimated at £3900, with
a prospect of augmentation. The works at the New
Port have been finished and opened, and the road
leading to them let on lease, for one or two years, to

government, “at a net-yearly rent of 12} per cent.,

on the cost, (about £14,000,) that it might be gene-
rally open to the settlers”” The basement is rented
by government, as a bonded store, at £600 per an-
num ; and the upper floor to the South Australian
Shipping Company, for 5 ycars, at £1000 per annum,
With respect to the country land :—the property of
the Company comprises “ some of the finest districts
in South Australia, whether for excellency of soil, or
abundance of water.,” Two secondary townships
have already been formed, one at Noorlunga, and the
other called ¢ Albert,” on the road to the New Port,

The rent-roll of country lands, on the 29th of Sep-
tember last, was £1070, which has been further in-
creased by some new arrangements. The farmers
appeared prosperous, and some had applied to in-
crease their farms. Under Frocks and Herbps, the
statistics of Stock, to 31st December, 1840, are stated
as follows :—Sheep and Lambs, 14,422 ; Horses, 33 ;
Cattle, 1,113; Pigs, 18, Eighty-seven bales of wool,
weighing about 27,000 1bs., has arrived, per ¢ Lalla
Rookh;” and this source of income was very promising,.
The Fisueries, with the arrangements making for
their discontinuance, are next noticed. They had
produced this season, about 130 tons of oil, and 6 tons
of whalehone. The last division relates to BANKING;
and here “ the Board have pleasure in stating, that
the favourable prospects of this important branch of
the Company continue undiminished, and it retains
its favour with the government and leading settlers.
The rapidly-increasing population, and their ex-
tending efforts in_sheep-farming, ~agriculture, and
commerce, have afforded legitimate and profitable
employment for the capital embarked, and required
a considerable addition. 'The past returns have been
very satisfactory, and the Managers’ dispatches ex-
pressly assert, that every caution is used in granting
accommodation, and that no land speculation or other
hazardous schemes are encouraged ; but the regular
trade of the colony, and the prominent position of
your establishment, apparently require considerable
funds for this department.”

. The financial affairs of the Company wear a flou-
rishing aspect ; and the estimate of the value of their
property, submitted by the Directors, “leaves a pro-
fitable surplus of about £70,000 over all instalments
and liabilities.” A continuation of the dividend of
6 per cent per annum, for the ensuing year, is recom-
mended “as fully warranted by the Company’s cir-
cumstances.”

The Report closes with a notice of the objections
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made by government to the constitution of the Com-
pany, as combining . Banking with Land and other
operations; and states, that, with a view to the ad-
vantages of a Charter of Incorporation, the Directors
had formed and recommended “a plan for separating
the South Australian Company into two distinct as-
sociations,—the one confining its pursuits to land,
flocks, and herds, and the management of emigration,
if expedient, and inducement were offered by govern-
ment—thus acting as a Land Company :—the other
prosecuting the Banking department, as a new com-
pany, under the style of the SouTH AUSTRALIAN
Bankineg CompranNy, To this measure, the consent
of the Proprietary has been obtained ; and the two
companies will, in future, be distinct. The Directors
see no reason to expect any diminution of the present
rate of dividend, and Charters for both companies
will immediately be applied for.

The following concluding observations are well
worthy attention: —

“The past year has been most eventful for South
Australia, but, though severely tried, the Directors
expect that the Colony will benefit by the ordeal. It
is understood that the views of many have been
greatly changed by the facts elicited before the Par-
liamentary Committee: and the cessation of land
jobbing among the settlers, their increasing attention
to production, as proved by the actual arrival in
London of three vessels (and a fourth expected)
direet from Adelaide, with full cargoes of wool, oil,
and whale-bone, also the known amount of inhabi-
tants, and stock, as enumerated in the beginning of’
this Report, should convince the most sceptical, that
now, South Australia must thrive.

* Notwithstanding the temporary cessation of labour-
ing emigration by the Commissioners, vessels have
been constantly despatched with complete cargoes of
goods, and almost invariably with cabins full of
passengers ; many capitalists have gone out, and
scarcely a month has elapsed, without witnessing the
return to South Australia of some respectable settler,
called by business to England. Private enterprise
has furnished that powerful stimulus to commerce,—
stecam navigation! and the Colony apparently pos-
sesses every clement of prosperity.”

ABsTRACT OF THE FIRST AND SECOND REPORTS of
the Select Committee of the House of Commons
on South Australia, with an Abridgment of the
Oral and Documentary Evidence.

Loandon :(—J. C. Hailes.

This pamphlet, whose value cannot be too highly
rated, contains, in a condensed form, the substance of
the unwieldly Blue book, recently issued from Messrs.
Hansards’ establishment. The object of its compilers
is thus stated,— We have attempted to select those
parts of the evidence which are likely to be service-
able to the public, arranged under distinct heads, with-
out regard to the order in which they were delivered,
and to bring the whole within a2 very moderate cost.
Our ohject has been arrangement and condensation,
and to allow the evidence to tell its own tale, with an
occasional remark by way of explanation.,” The
brief introduction, from which we have just quoted,
prepares the way for the Abstract of the two Reports
of which the more important portions, theresolutions,---
---are given entire. They will be read withattention by
thousands, and well deserve the careful study of every
man connected with the great work of colonization.
The bearing they may have, as recommendations to
Parliament, on the welfare of South Australia, is a.
matter of great moment, and we shall examine the,
subject at some length at an early period. The,
abridgment of the Documentary Evidence follows ;
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and presents a succinet history of the origin and pro-
gress of the colony, drawn from documents whose
authenticity is undeniahle. But the part of the work
likely to be most generally interesting, is unquestion-
ably the abridgment of the Oval Evidence, in which
will be found the opinions of these who were con-
sidered by the Committee qualified to form a correct
judgment on the topics submitted to their examina-
tion, These are given with impartiality. First of
all, the nature of the evidence of each witness is de-
seribed and illustrated by extracts, We then have the
most valuable portions avranged under the following
heads, viz., South Australian Company, Banks, Land,
Special Surveys, Capital and Labour, Finances,
Labourers, Resources of the Colony, Municipal Cor-
porations, Population, Wages, Provisions, Water,
Trade and Commerce, Agriculture, Minerals, Far-
mers, City of Adelaide, Port Adelaide, Holdfast
Bay, Climate, Germans, Schools and Religious In-
struction, enabling the reader to select those points,
which may be most useful to himself. Asa specimen,
take the following under the head of Labourers :---

LABOURERS.

A. M‘Shane, M.D.

Had you charge of the emigrants on their first arrival ?—I had.

What description of persons came under your observation having
gone out to the colony as emigrants?—Agriculturists, small farm-
ers, and mechanics generally, and female servants,

Did they find ready employment upon their arrival in the
colony I—Generally.

Were they generally a respectable class of emigrants 1—They
were a good class certainly.

Did you find that the expectations under which the emigrants
had come cut, were generally fulfilled in their opinion —Yes, of
all the useful emigrants. I have not seen any one whom I would
consider a well-selected emigrant, who was not satistied with his
condition after his arrival, except in arare instance, where himself
fr ;ome part of his family may have been taken ill soon after

anding.

angl what part of the country did the emigrants proceed, that
you went out with ?—They were natives of Cornwall principally,
and part of them from Norfolk.

What proportion of them were agriculturists, and what propor-
tion mechanics ?—I should say that two-thirds were agriculturists,
perhaps three-fourths,

WWere you employed in selecting them in Cornwall 2—No.

Were “they good emigrants 7—They were certainly unexcep-
tionable.

What were the prevailing habits of the emigrants,
temperance ?7—I wonld say that they were persons of sober,
industrious habits generallg.

Do you think that the South Australian emigrants were a su-
perior class to the others that yon have been acquainted with 7—I
think they were; it was my business, in preparing material for the
report of the emigrant department for the second half year of 1839,
to make ont a list of persons who had proved themselves to be ex-~
ceptionable characters, in order that the agents in England, by
whom they were sclected, might not be paid the 11. per head which
they were entitled to in case there was a favourable report sent
home, and out of the whole number of emigrants who came through
my hands when in the colony, which must have amounted to seve-
ral thonsands, I think I could make out but 20 who were really
objectionable upon any ground; they are mentioned in the report
to the Emigration Commissioners.

Were there many Irish emigrants in Australia 1—Very few.

Do yon consider South Australia or Canada as offering greater
temptation to emigrants ?—1I think the temptation is decidedly in
favour of South Australia. )

Do you think they are more sure in going out to South Australia
to meet with ready means of supporting themselves, and pros-
pects of advancement, than in Canada ?7—] think they are.

Was there any emigration from the colony when youn were
there to other colonies in the neighbourhood 2—I never heard of
any one that had come out as an emigrant leaving the colony,
excepting one person ; there may have been a few departures that
I was not coguizant of.

chiefly as to
and

We have given but a cursory glance at the contents
of the Pamphlet, but we are convinced that it will
be most acceptable to the friends of South Australia,
and will, we trust, reach those who have been in ap-
pearance, if not in reality its enemies, The South
Australian Society have done wisely in publishing
this most unanswerable demonstration of the great
capabilities and resources of the colony.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

_The Manager of the South Australian Company has
kindly favoured us with the two following extracts :—

Extract from letter of W. Giles, Esq., to the South
lAsn’strahan Company, dated Adelaide, 6th Mareh,
41,

I beg permission to forward the Directors of the
South Australian Company, through your medium, a
short account of our agricultural and horticultural
show, held on the 2nd instant.

The samples of wheat were very good, but few of
the farmers having machines for dressing, they were
not clean, and had a great many small corns. One
from Kangaroo Island was quite equal to the one
which gained the prize, in my estimation,

I was surprised to learn, only about an hour before
the meeting, that Mr. Randali did not mean to show
this season, though we have some splendid Chevalier
barley this year, which I expect would have kept
My. Williams’s prize sample in the background, had
it been exhibited. ’

Two years ago I wrote Mr. Angas an account of
the surprising produce of one grain of barley, on
Kangaroo Island, which he afterwards informed me he
had shown to Sir R. Newman, who could not credit
my statement. What will Sir Robert think of some
statements far exceeding mine, which havelately been
published, respecting the increase of grain? One
gentleman stated at the agricultural meeting, that he
had counted ninety ears of barley from one grain,
Another gentleman, Mr. Richardson, stated that he
had measured two or three of the tallest stalks of
maize growing in his field, and found one 19 feet
6 inches in length, another 19 feet, and a third about
the same length.

One water melon was exhibited, weighing, T think,
upwards of 50 lbs., grown on Mr. Angas’s land.

The melon-show, altogether, was a fine sight ; the
flavours of the different sorts were much finer than I
ever hefore tasted.

Pomegranates and figs were also exhibited. A few
grapes have heen grown this season near to Adelaide,
and about 100 Ibs. weight at Mount Barker, by Mr.
Hack.

At the agricultural show there were some very
beautiful samples of potatoes, carrots, and onions
exhibited ; also some excellent butter and cheese.

Extract from Mr. W, B. RanpaLr’s Letter, dated,
Park Cottage, 29th January, 1841.
¢« The Company’s grain crops, this season, as near
as I can guess, are as follows, averaging the produce
at 25 bushels per acre:—

Acres.

Bushels produce.
60 Wheat 1500

4 Chevalier Barley = 100
30 Cape ditto = 750
20 Oats = 500
4 Cape Barley, cut as fodder for
horses
Total 118 2850

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ADELAIDE, DATED
JNAUARY, 23vd, 1841,

«The soil for many miles around Adeclaide is on
recent lime-stone ; the grass apparently coarse aud







