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THE news received from South Australia,
since we last addressed our readers, affords
matter for deep re flection, but at the same
time for sincere congratulation.” The finan-
cial crisis, so long expected, and so much

dreaded by its friends in England, and by

many of the settlers themselves, had arrived.
The announcement of the dishonour of Gover-
nor Gawler’s bills had, as might be expected,
at first excited considerable alarm ; not so
much from a doubt of their being ultimately
paid, as from a dread of the eftects of a sud-
den stoppage of the expenditure, which must
have necessitated the disbanding of the police
force, and the discharge of the labourers em-
ployed on the Government works, Meetings
were held and resolutions passed, in which the
authorities at home were rather severely con-
demned,—the reduction of the cxpenditure,
as far as compatible with the welfare and pro-
tection of the Colony, recommended,—and
the confidence of the colonists in their position
and resources, and their determination to mect
the crisis with firmness and spirit, recorded.
In the midst of the agitation, Captain Grey
arrived.

A fuill account of these transactions will be
found in the Supplement published with this
number, :

Amidst all their discouragements it must
be gratifying to the friends-of South Austra-
lia to know, that while all its great success is
due to the soundness of the general principles
on which it was established,—the energy and
perseverance of ifs founders, and the activity
and erterprise of its inhabitants; -all its mis-
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fortunes may be ascribed to the mismanage-
ment of those to whom the administration of
its affairs has been entrusted. If a spirit of
speculation, adverse to steady and plodding
industry, wasted the means of the early set-
tlers—if its financial credit was blasted by
the dishonour of the Governor’s drafts—if a
heavy debt has been entailed upon it—if
emigration to its shores has been stopped for-
months, and capitalists, great and small, de-
terred from purchasing its lands,—all these
evils are traceable to the want of prudence,
the procrastination, neglect, or indifference. of
its official guardians.

This position is demonstrated by the events
which have so recently taken place in the
colony ; and had it not been for the resolu-
tion exhibited by the colonists, and the timely
arrival of Governor Grey, they would pro-
bably have been more calamitous. Notwith-
standing its natural advantages, and the spirit
aud industry of its people, it is wonderful that
it has not been completely crushed by the
sudden blow it has received—a stroke which
must have demolished a fabric less substan-~
tially reared. That disorder and panic had
not seized on its population, is only to be
attributed to a well-grounded confidence in
their own resources ; a feeling which has
enabled them, without vain-glorious boasting,
to assert of the land of their adoption, *that
it would require a far more extensive system
of mismanagement at home, seriously to im-
pede its onward progress.”  The following
extract, from an Adelaide Paper, will shew
that this is not mere bravado ; and the ene-
mies of the colony themselves—if it really
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have any— must henceforth acknowledge
South Australia, if fairly dealt with, to be in
little danger of bankruptey and ruin,

The alarm which followed the first announcement
of the dishonour of’ Colonel Gawler’s bills, was neces,
sarily great; and the holders were, as a matter of
course, bound to seck their own protection. A good
deal of pecuniary pressure was the natural conse-
quence, felt more or less by all classes, but most by
the men of chaff and straw ; of whom we rejoice to
say, the colony is now nearly weeded. The forbear-
ance shown by the banks, and the commercial body
generally, has been highly commendable.  We state,
upon the best authority, that the present amount of
past due bills does not exceed the.average of the
samec period of last year; and that there are in the
strong rooms of both banks, a much greater amount
of bullion than at any former period since their estab-
lishment. Not a doubt can be entertained, that the
first announcement of the payment of Colonel Gaw-
ter’s hills will be the signal for a start onwards, more
fresh and vigorous than ever, A remarkable proof
of the conviction which is entertained at home of the
immediate payment of those bills, is afforded by the
fact, that only one bill, for a trifling sum (£290, we
believe), has been returned.  In all other cases, the
protests only tor non-payment have been intimated.

1t is an important fact, and onc which it affords us
unmingled pleasure to confirm, that no check has
been given to the agricultural or pastoral progress of
the colony. On the contrary, our settlers are in the
higliest spirits, and are extending their operations far
beyond the limits we had anticipated for the present
year. The successful results of the last two seasons,
and the universal confidence which now exists in the
capabilitics of the country, contribate to this desir-
able end.  We think we may aftirm, that in no part
of the world are to be found persons niore contented
with their lot than the agriculturists of South Aus-
tralia ; and none, we hope, will in a shorter period
discover, that comfort, independence, and wealth,
assuredly tollow ia the train of paticut industry and
perseverance.

We do trust that the lesson afforded by its
narrow escape, will not be lost; but that
honest and carnest efforts for its welfare, will
mark the conduct of those who will be the
future administrators of its affairs. The pro-
rogation of Parliament will postpone the re-
consideration and re-modeling of the South
Australian Acts; but, in the meantime, much
may be done by a timely support of its finan-
cial cn:cdit, and by ]).lacing it, temporarily at
least, in the same position, with regard to sale
of land, as other colonies, who have made
greater claims, and received larger supplies
from the British purse.

1t is needless to point out, that small far-
mers and capitalists—the most usecful class of
emigrants—will never be induced to settle in
South Australia, without the certainty of a
supply of labour, which they naturally prefer
providing for themselves.,  And this is cqually
a work of justice and policy,—of justice, be-
cause such advantages arc afforded to cinigrants
to other settlements ;—and of policy, because
in this way only, can the protection and as-
sistance of the mother country be repaid.
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The proprietors of special surveys have
been somewhat alarmed at an announcement
in the South Australian Gazette of 13th May,
in which certain instructions received from
the commissioners, as to special surveys, and
the new definition of the term ‘‘a compact
block of land,” are made to take a retrospec-
tive bearing. Their anxiety may now be set
at rest, by Capt. Grey’s official publication of
the following extract from a letter of the com-
missioners to the under Secretary of State for
the Colonies :—¢¢ It is essential, that the
representatives of the commissioners should
proceed, with all practicable expedition, to
fulfil all engagements duly made under their
authority.”  This may be considered as
an intimation, that the former order ¢“is not
to be insisted on.” However injurious the
old system of special surveys may be, the
terms on which they were taken cannot now
be altered, without a gross breach of faith
with the public.

PORT ADELAIDE.

We are indebted to a friend for the following inter=
esting document, another proof of the great naturak
resources of South Australia, We may remind our
readers that there is already a ship-yard in South
Australia :—

Adelaide, 1st May, 1811,
“W. Dosnsoxn, Esq.
Lloyd’s, London,

“Sir,—1I have the honour to inform you, for the
guidance of ship-owners, whose vessels may visit this
port, or be dismasted in the necighbouring seas, that
ships can be supplied with masts of the largest size,
from a torest recently discovered, where there are
many thousands ; consequently, vessels need not go
on to Sydney for repairs, as they have been obliged
to do previously. There are mo port nor harbour
dues to pay ; and vessels drawinfg 16 to 17 feet water,
can come ovey the bar,—drawing 13 feet, can come
alongside the wharf, ’

“The ¢ Edina,” from Greenock, has been supplied
with a new main-mast, which is very well reported
of by all the captains ;—she is 470 tons register, and
rolled her mast out during a calm.
¢ 1 am, yours respectfully,

H. W. PHILLIPS,.

(Active Agent for Lloyds.”)

The spar above referred to, was brought from a
spot in the Stringy-bark tiers, where a thousand
spars of similar dimensions might be obtained. It
was 75 feet in length, perfectly straight, and without
a knot was brought down by a timber carriage drawn
by 26 bullocks in one day, and after being shortened
to 68 feet and prepared, was in five days afterwards
properly stepped and rigged. The cost of the spar
delivered on the wharf, was £60.

We would remind our readers that there is a ship-
yard at Adeclaide, and that many skilful shipwrights
have emigrated thither.

(signed)

The following is a letter from Capt. Salmon, of the
ship ¢ John Cooper,” to Capt, Lipson, Harbour Mas-
ter. This vessel discharged cargo and got outin less
than a fortnight. .

Dear Sir,—I cannot leave this. colony without
returning you my sincere thanks for the great atten-
tion you have paid the ship ¢ John Cooper,’ of Greerx-
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ock, under my command, in entering and leaving
this port- A ship of her burthen (700 tous) and
draught, required skill and especial attention in such
circumstances, and I must do yon the justice to say
thatyou have displayed both, in adegree which I have
seldom met with.
I am, dear sir,
Yours sincerely,
JAMES SALMON,
’ Commander.

Port Adclaide, 26th March, 1811,

CORRESPONDENCE.

Copy of a letter addressed to a gentleman at Hali-
fax, who has kindly communicated it to us :—-

Adelaide, March 30th, 1841,
« Pear Sin,—I hope you will pardon my venturing
1o address these few lines to you on the present occa-
sion ; but knowing that you, like myself, are a thorough
South Australian, gives me confidence that a line of
intelligence about our adopted country will prove
acceptable. In the first place then, I ask, have you
received any or all of my letters, or copics of them,
from my brother at Leeds, as in them you have as full
a description of the country, and its immense capa-
bilities, as I kad up to that time been able to give; as
well as those foul calumnies that have been raised by
the bitter and malignant enemies of our country, re-
specting water and the capabilities of the soil, &c.;
and it only remains for me to add, that too much
cannot he said in its favour, for the more it is tiied, the
more decided is the proof,—for finer samples caunot
be produced than are produced from every kiud of
grain and vegetables, trom the soil of South Australia,
nor in greater abundance. And now, cven now at
the very time it is reported we have a famiae in the
land, if you could but just cast your eye round ouyr
city, you would there sce fencing in every di-
rection, and ground ploughed and tilled rveady for
the reception of the seed sown, (as the weather is
favourable for germination) suflicient to supply the
wants of the whole place; and the ships which have
left our shores laden with wool and oil this season,
will speak for themselves. And, as regards wages
and provisions, the mechanics receive 11s. or 12s. per
day, and the labourers from 5s. to 7s. with the ex-
ception of those who are in the government employ ;
of which there are none that like work, as we say in
Yorkshire, have any need to go there, for which they
receive 9s. and rations per week. The retail prices
of provisions are as follows, viz :—4lb. loaf, trom 1s,
to 1s. Ad.; fresh meat, 7d. to 9d. per 1b.; fresh butter,
2s, Gd., salt, 1s, 3d. per Ib.; sugar, 5d. to 3d. per 1b.;
potatoes, 3d. per lb.; tea, ds. to Gs. perlb; coffee,
18. 6d. to 2s. per 1b. ; candles (colonial) 10d. per 1b. ;
soap, 7d. per Ib. ; starch, Is. per ib, ; salt, 3d. per 1b.;
cheese, 1s. 4d. (colonial) 3s. (English) ; salt pork, 3d.
per 1b. ; milk, 6d. per quart; eggs, 2s. 6d. per dozen;
with the above prices for labourers, do you call these
famine prices for provisions? It may be considered
so by those who have come here with the expectation
of gold falling upon them as they lay in bed, of which
there are plenty. It is true, that money is scarce at
_present, but it will not be long; even now, the
prospects of the Colony were never better, for we are
now working two very rich lead mines, a spccimen
of which, of ahout 40 cwt. of its ore is shipped per
< Cyguet,” for England, and got in about ten days;
and coal is discovered within 20 miles of the city.
¢« We are both well and are doing well. Give our
best respects to all our friends, etc.
S. HUNT.”

The following letter is copied from the pagper to
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whose Editors it is addressed, and gives a gratitying
picture of the friendly relations existing between the
labouriug emigrant and his employer.

To the Editors of the ¢ South Australian Register.

GeNTLEMEN,—I have seldom heen more gratified,
than by a visit, on Thursday last, to the village of
Goodwood, on the occasion of an entertainment given
by Messrs. Borrow and Goodier, to the numerous
workmen in their employ; about two hundred of
whom sat down to a most hospitable dinuner, cousist-
ing of handsome joints of hot roast and boiled meat,
meat pies, excellent plum-pudding, and plenty of
good ale.

If T was pleased with these exhibitions of good
cheei—(which have proverbially such charms for an
Englishiman)—when served up, as in the present in-
stance, in really excellent style, and with a kindness,
attention, and solicitude for the comfort and conveni-
ence of all, under the direction of the amiable family
of my host ;—if these things pleased, how much more
was I delighted at the good teeling which was evinced
throughout the whole entertainment, between the em-
ployers and the employed,—an exhibition, which I
wish were more frequently displayed at home, aud
which conld harvdly fail to be the case, if,as in the in-
stance before me, a just appreciation of existing re-
lations prevailed—where, on the one part ,is to be
found an earnest desire to promote the comtfort, re-
ward the diligence, and, as’ much ‘as possible, enter
into the position of the employed ; and, on the other,
(I was glad to learn,) an anxious wish to forward the
views of the employers, by a strict regard to the im-
plicd as well as expressed contracts between them.
I felt proud to think that such a scene was presented
in South Australia, atfording a gratitying proof, that
the relatiouships in society, to which I have alluded,
and which are so necessary to the well-being and ex-
istence of all, may be here cultivated tor the happi-
ness and comfort of all.

«T do not advert to the numerous well-selected
toasts which were given, but I camnot omit that the
feeling, and appropriate manner with which his Ex-
cellency’s health was given from the chair, was
received with loud and long-continued acelamations.

«The scene was enlivened by a well-appointed band,
provided by the workmen ; and the party broke up
with hearts warmed by right feelings, no doubt stimu-
lated by good cheer, but with a regard to temperance
which ‘might well afford a useful lesson to more
refined meetings ; more social and happy could not
exist.

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours respectfully,

March 26th, 1841. WiLriay BryTn”

v s e

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MINING COMPANY.

By the ¢South Australian Register’ of the 27th
Maveh. we learn that the company, for the purpose of’
working the valnable lead and silver mine discovered
near Glen Osmond, has at length heen formed ; and
will immediately commence active operations, under
an intelligent and respectable body of directors, pos-
sessing the full confidence of the public. No less than
forty boxes of the ore were yesterday. sl}lpped, per
¢ Cygnet,” for London. A committee of assay, ap-
pointed by the Company, had reported on specimens
of ore, that it contained 75 per cent. of Iezul,_:md
yather more than 12} ounces of silver in a ton of ore
—other reports are still more tavourable. *

* J. W. Walker, reports on a specimen of the ore sent for
examination as tollows :—79 per cent ot Tead, and 16 vz, of silver
in the ton of lead.







