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ADVICE TO INTENDING EMIGRANTS.

As conductors of the SouTH AUSTRALIAN
NEws, we cannot but take the occasion, which
the close of the year presents, toreturn thanks
for the kind reception our little Paper has ex-
perienced amongst those who take an interest
in the Province, to which its columns have
been devoted. While the limited space to
which we ave confined,—and which, until the
publication is more extensively known and
supported, we cannot enlarge,—has prevented
our discussing many important subjects which
have presented themselves to our minds ; we
have honestly endeavoured to carry out the
great object contemplated in its establish-
ment,—the placing within the reach of every
intending emigrant, such information as will
enable him to judge whether the shores of
South Australia are really suited to his habits
and intentions, and what rational prospect of
advantage he may entertain in settling there,
To this end, we have furnished him with ex-
tracts from the letters of persons in every
station of life, and have selected those articles
of intelligence best calculated to place the
colony before him in its natural and true
colours. It is a satisfaction to know that our
efforts ave appreciated ; and that confidence
may be, and is placed, in the impartiality of
any counsel we may offer to our emigrating
readers. 'The following letter* we insert, as
introductory to the remarks we further intend
to make on this subject, and as affording a

# Our intelligent correspondent will doubtless par-
don the publication of his letter, on the ground of its
making the answers to his queries more useful to our
readers generally.

Vor. 1.

model of explicitness well worthy the imitation
of those who may seek ‘nformation of a si-
milar kind at our hands :—

London, 22nd Nov., 1841,

Sir,—By mere chance, last week, I got sight of
your valuable little Paper, the “ South Australian
News;” in which T shall, for the future, take great
interest, having near relatives at Adelaide in whom I
am deeply interested, and as I think youv publication
caleulated to do much good, permit me to suggest the
expediency of your making it more generally known
to the public.

I have two friends who feel greatly inclined to
emigrate; the one possessing property of £2,500,
and the other £500—their only fears are, whether
with such small means they are not likely to fail;
and, it being their all, ruin would be the conse-
quence. But you, or some of your valuable corres-
pondents could enlighten them on the subjeet,
perhaps, and should they be recommended to
proceed, point out to them how they had best set
about it, so as to make their little property go as far
as possible, and to the greatest advantage. I must
premise that they are gentlemen, (but not afraid of
making use of their hands) and both married.

Permit me to add that such information might be
useful to hundreds, besides my friends, and T know
not how your columns could be better filled.

it would be very acceptable, I think, to your
readers, were you to give the names of the passengers
by each vessel, as they arrive out at Adelaide;
relations and friends here are naturally very anxious
to be informed, and it bnt to often happens, and
more particularly with young persons, that from the
anxiety and hurry on arriving in a new counfry, they
cannot find time, or perhaps even think of writing
for weeks after their arrival. 1 will no longer occu-
py your valuable time, and remain, Sir,

Your obedient Servant, H. S.

Answers to these questions would be most useful :—
Whether to goas cabin or intermcdiate passengers?
What articles necessary for the voyage ?

What is the best season to arrive ?
If land should he purchased here or on arrival, the
H
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price in cach case, (about) and how long before they’
might expect to be located, it purchased out there?.

What accommodation to be found on arrival, and at
what expence?

Wherher agricultural implements should be taken,
or purchased there, (agriculture and sheep farming
being their object)?

Whether, with their small proverty, it would be
advisable to take labourers, and it so—what?

Whether to take tents or wooden house?

In endeavouring to answer our correspondent’s
queries  we wust premise, that sn much depends;
upon the circtunstances in which an enquiver may
find himseli’ placed when he arrives in a new colony,
as to make it almost impossible to point out the line
of conduct he ought to pursue. At the same time,
the observations which follow, may contain some use-
ful directions, and may be fully depended upon as
the results of a practical acquaintance with a colonial
sertler’s life,

One individual, 6r two persons, who can command
from £2,000 or £3,000—and of such dispositions and
habits as will secure cordiality and persevering coope-
ration—who are industrious, sober, economical, and
disposed to labour with their own hands—have every
reason to expeet that they will do much better for;
themselves and their families, in South Australia, than }
in England. Capital judiciously employed, will, in:
all likelihood, yield double the interest, at least, in
the former country, which it wonld do in the latter. ;
T'lie usual rate is 10 per cent, per annum, but 15 per
cent. may easily be obtained. The monetary distress
which has lately prevailed in Adelaide, as well as
the neighbouring colonies, is favourable for the in-i
vestment of capital ; and purchases of sheep, and other
property, are kuown to have been made recently,
which in a year or two may be doubled in value. The
comparative advantages of cabin and intermediate
passages, depend so much upon the accommodation
afforded by particular ships, that a decision upon this
point can only be made after personal inspection. j
The nsual rate of intermediate is, from one-half to ]
three-tourths of the charge for cabin passengers. For |
the voyage, it is pradent to take a supply of warm
clothing, with a smaller quantity of lighter. With
the cxception of a month or two out of tour, woollen
clothes for gentlemen, with blankets for the bed, ave
not undesirable. It proper arrangements be made
with the ship-brokers, necessasy and suitable provi-
sions will be turnished ; where supplies require to be
taken, a moderate quantity of seup, bouilli, fine bis-;
cuit, butter, cheese, hams, tea, sungar, pale ale, por-:
ter, and light wines, are the most advisable.  When
these are taken, a distinet bavgain in writing should |
be made as to having them cooked by the ship, other-
wise there may be disappointmient and squabbling ;
and, in such cases, the passengers have in general to |
submit—the captain heing supreme. A disereet cap-
tain, an obliging cock and steward, are very imper-!
tant items, in sccuring a comfortable passage.—{t is
very advisable for emigrants to take with them «
year's provision, and a year's clothing, Of the
tormer, the principal supply should be, flour, pork,
butter, cheese, hams, and ale.  Tea and sugar ean he
had as che:p in Svuth Australia as in England. If|
persons have been accustomed to nse oatmeal, or !
barley broth, they should take supplies of meal and
baricy. In clothing, what they have been acenstomed
to wear in this country, will serve for six, and perhaps
eight months of the year,—and for the remainder,
light dresses, white jean, brown holland, light prints,
muslins, ete. ete.—ihe period of arrival is not of
much consequence. " The months of March and Sep-
tember are the most delightful ; the months of June
and July, rather wét and stormy ; those ot December

“duals or families.

“supplying him with labour.

‘the greatest
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and January, rather hot.—Land may be more ad-
vautageously purchased there than here, especially
if the mode of sale by auction be adopted. The
price hitherto has been uniformly 20s. per acre, it
will probably be raised before long. The surveyed
land is now so far in advance of the demand, that
no time need be spent after determining on the
portions to be sclected, till possession be obtained.
Laud may also be leased on favourable terms, with
leave to purchase the freehold at a price fixed
in the lease. (See advertisementof the 8. A. Com-
pany, last page.)—Accommodation (domestic) may be

" had’in Adclaide, immediately on arrival, for indivi-

Respectable board, for a single
person at tfrom £2 to £3 per werk. Comfortable
houses may he rented, unfurnished, for families,
at the rate of from £50 to £150 per annum.—
Agricultural implements in great variety may bLe
bad in the colony at tolerably moderate rates—but
many farmers prefer taking out their own; if so,
they should be made particularly strong; the ground
is very hard when first broken up.—If free pas-
sages could be obtained for labourers, it would
be an advaniage to take them—this is, however,
impossible at present; in all such cases, the en-
gagements should be, to pay such wages as may be
current in the colony.—Neither tents nor wooden
houses should be taken. They were very convenient
in the carly stages of the Colony, but bricks are now
made extensively, and native timber for huilding, ete.
is plentitul; and the comforts in a brick or stone
building, as compared with tents and wooden houses,
are incaleulable,—As to the quantity and stock of
sheep, ete., as it 1s most advisable, at present to make'
these purchases in the Colony; a reply to these
inquirics may be deferred on this side of the water.

We have thus briefly, but we trust fully answered
our correspondent’s enguiries, This is a subject of so
much importance, that we earnestly beg the commu-
nications of those of our friends who may be able to
add to the information communicated above.

THE AUCTION SYSTLEM.

The recommendation in the report of the Parlia-
mentary Commitiee—“That periodical sales of, land
should “be held, at which as fast as each distriet is
surveyed, and divided into sections, the land con-
tained within it should be submitted to public com-
petition”—has eansed much uneasiness, and demands
the most careful consideration before it he adopted.
The injury to the emigrant purchasing land which he
really ‘intended to occupy, by the wide door thus
opened to unprincipled manevre and speeulation,
would scarcely be repaid by the increased amount
credited to the land, fund and available in part for
We hope shortly to
recur to this subject; in the meantime, quoting the
valuable vemarks of Mr. Wakefield, to whose letter
we have elsewhere referred.  Speaking of the mode
of sale, he says:—TInquiry and rveflection have
tanght me that the mode of sale has cifects of
moment, If a uniform price is ad-
opted, whatever the quality and situation of the
land, then, unless there he always on sale a quantity
equal to the wants of thc colonists trom time to time,
this restriction of quantity will have the same effect
as an inercase of price in diminishing the proportion
which laud bears to population. It under the plan
of a uniform price the surveys are not carvied far in
advance of the wants of the colonists, the choice of
buyers will often be restricted to lots of inferior
quality or position, so as to occasion a waste of capi-
tal and labour. If the mode of sale is by auction at
a low upset price, with the view to a selling average

‘of much higher amount, by means of competition,

then (with the exceptiou of certain spots adapted for
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towns and suburban lots) the price obtained will de-
pend on the quantity put up for sale. If the quantity
open to purchasers much exceeds their wants, the
selling price will hardly ever exceed the upset vrice, |
(as happens in Canada and throughout the United |
Sg:ntcs,) and the auction will be a mere mockery
of competition. In this case, the low upsct
price will really be the regulating price, con-
trary to the intentions of the Government. On the
other hand, under the auction plan, it would not
matter in the least what was the upset price, if’ the
quantity bronght to sale were below the wants of the
colonisfs. In this latter case, the price obtained
would really be settled by competition, or rather hy
the officer of the Government, who determined the
quantity tn be offered for sale. Another great objee-
tion to the auction plan is, that it occasions delay, by
requlring notice in order that there may be competi-
tion ; it often subjects to disappointment those, who
hive spent time and money in sclecting particular
lots, whicl, after all, are obtained by hizher bidders
at the sale ; and, in Canada and the United States,
most assuredly, it gives occasion to a great amount of’
jobbing, trickery, and fraud.* The single advantage
attributed to it is, that it obtains for the Government
more money than any other mode of sale. Butis this
an advantage ? Is it desivable, that the Government
should get from the class of land-buyersmore than the
price which is sufficient for a due praportion between
people and land? And if it were desirable to get more
than that sufficient price, would it not he secured
even more easily and surely, by adding the desired
excess to a suflicient uniform price, than by the auc-
tion plan, with all its ivregnlarities, its dependence on
the quantity brought to sale, its notices, delays, dis-
appointments, and rogueries? I know that the aue-
tion plan has recommended itself by the large sums
obtained for small quantities of land marked out by
the Goovernment as town-sites and suburban lots ; but
it may be questioned, whether, if the Government
could obtain the sufficient price, (and more, it more
were thought desirable,) by the simple plan of a fixed
uniform price, it does wisely to encumber itself with
the pursuit of a business so liable to miscalculation, so
often ending in disappointment among the buyers and
reproaches against the seller; and, above all, when
undertaken by the government, so apt to stimulate
merely speculative investment, as that of choosing
the sites of intended towns, in a half explored coun-
try, and selling town and suburban lots by auction,
1s it to be wisded that the Government should take
the part of land-jobbing companies or individuals,
without the pecuniary reponsibilitics that belong to
the latter? If not, the auction plan has no recom-
311e11¢l:1ti0n to balance its inconveniencies. An alleged
inconvenicence of the uniform price is that it requires
ample surveys and the fixing of’ a suflicient” price
by authority ; which indeed it does: but so does the
auction plan if the quantity brought to sale be ample
(since in that case, the bulk of purchasers will buy
at the upset price) ; and it is surely better to’ackuow-
ledge and face the difficulty of fixing the right price
by law, than to fail in the attempt to evade that
difficulty by so irregular and uncertain a process as
a capricions limitation of the quantity brought to
sale. 1In fact, however, neither the one plan nor the
other has been firmly established with its proper
accompaniments, Under the uniform plan, the price
has been far too low ; under the auction plan, the
quantity has been far too great, or the upset price
too low ; and instead of either plan being fixed
by the final choice of Government, both have been
the subject of perpetual controversy and indecision.

. * I have been assured, that at a recent auction sale in Austra-
lia, very improper influence was used to prevent biddings against
the purchasers of certain lots.

a9
CORRIFSPONDENCE.

W insert, with pleasure, the following letter from
a valued correspondent. Of course we cannot hold
oursclves responsible for every opinion expressed by
those, whose communications may appear in the
¢News.’ We have, for some time past, marked the
depreciating and contemptuous style in which South
Austealia has been alluded to by a portion of the
press, which ought to be as much superior to the use
of insinnation and inuendo, as they would be above
direct and palpable wisrepresentation,  Nothing but
our conscientious desire to avoid even the appearvance
of jealousy and rivalry, has prevented us from no-
ticing sowmic of the remarks to which we allude, and
showing how much of the prosperity ot Port Philip,
New Zealand, and Western Australia—aye, and of
New South Wales and Van Diemans Land—must
depend upon the successtul progress ot the province
with which we are more immediately connected,

We take this opportunity of expressing our regret
at the absurd and erroncous statements with respect
to South Australia, which have too much disfignred
the columns of some of our contemporaries,—mis-
takes which must have been occasioned by want of
due editorial care and attention ; we cannot suppose
them to arise from ignorance of the geographical
position and peculiar circumstances of' the colony to
which they reter.

To the Editor of the < South Australian News.”

« Sjr,—It has been so much the custom of the public
press of this country to repudiate the New Colony
of South Australia, that no little respousibility is
incurrcd by the person who ventures to state any-
thing—however true—that may appear favourable in
its progress or condition.

« It is considered, doubtless, to be to the interest of’
the Journals which are patronized by those who
support rival colonies, to pursue this illiberal poliey,
yet in the end it will defeat its own object. The
friends of South Australia can have no desire for,
and could not bencfit by, retaliation. The success of
every Dritish Colony in Australasia will be an
advantage to it,—and its prosperity equally so to
them. Why then is this unjust, and unpatriotic
system of opposition continued against it? It may
obstruct its progress, and discourage its suppoiters,
but it docs not in any one point benefit its rivals.
Even the Governor of New South Wales has had
the impolicy to misrepresent South Australia in his
despatches to Government, and to insult its friends
within his own province, withiout pevsonally knowing
anything whatever of its resources or condition,
exeept from publie report, Nothing can be more
ungenerous and humiliating than to act thus towards
an infant British Colony, which has already beenone
of its best customers. Surely it is high time for
public men, and the publie press, to pursne a more
dignified and liberal policy towards their fellow sub-
jects ; who, from the natural difficulties of their enter-
prise, were, ou every politic and christian principle,
entitled to their sympathy and assistance.

«The following, to my mind atleast, is a satisfactory
evidence of the advantages presented by the Colony.
The late Governor of South Australia, Col. Gawler,
on his leaving that province, was presented with tive
hundred guineas, as a ¢ Testimonial” of the affection
of the colonists, In the appropriation of this ex-
pression of their estecm, he has left on record his
opinion of that colony, as will be scen in the follow-
ing extract from the ¢ daelaide Chronicle’ of the
30th June last :—

« This was given me on parting ; bnt having heard
what the amount is, I feel, that to expend such a sum






