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THE business of the present session has now
been actively entered upon; and the friends
of South Australia look forward with natural
anxiety to the promised measures for its relief.
Its case is a peculiar one ; and the grounds on
which it claims assistance and protection
are not very well understood. The too com-
mon notion—a notion fostered by the slanders
of a great portion of the press—seems to be,
that the establishment of this colony was
the reckless experiment of a knot of specula-
tors, who, having now brought themselves to
the verge of ruin, by their extravagance, are
seeking to escape the penalty of their folly, by
transferring the burden accumulated on their
own shoulders, to those of the nation. A falser
opinion could not be entertained ; its untruth
is demonstrated by the whole history of the
colony, and has been again and again proved
in our own pages. There are others, who ad-
mit the honest and praiseworthy intentions of
its founders, and the success which has at-
tended their efforts, but who cannot acknow-
ledge the justice of the demands they would
make on the mother country. The arguments
by which these are supported, have been so
often discussed, and are so fully developed in
‘the Report of the Parliamentary Comnmniittee,
that it would appear unnecessary to repeat
them. We think it desirable, however, at
this moment, briefly to recall to our readers’
recollection, a few of those circumstances

which have placed the Colony in the difficul-

ties from which it now seeks relief. It must

be borne in mind, that South Australia was

colonized on a newly-discovered principle,—

oneV which was totally untried, and, perhaps,
OL. 1.

but imperfectly comprehended ; this will ac-
count for much, which, seen in the light of a
more extended experience, may be deemed ill-
advised. The Colony was enacted into a Pro-
vince in 1835. The Commissioners, to whose
care the infant undertaking was committed,
were men of station and influence ; and under
their auspices, with the powerful assistance of
the South Australian Company, the Colony
rose rapidly in public estimation ; large quanti-
ties of land were sold; and considerable sums
realized, which were duly appropriated to the
conveyance of successive bodies of emigrants
to its shores. Meanwhile funds were raised
by loan, to meet the current colonial expendi-
ture, which continually increased as ship after
ship arrived, with fresh accessions to the po-
pulation. To meet the demands from this
source, more meney was needed ; and a second
Act of Parliament authorised the temporary
employment of the then surplus land fund,
which” should, however, have been carefully
replaced.  But, about this period, the old
Commission was suddenly removed, and three
salaried commissioners appointed, to whom
was committed the charge of the Land and
Emigration departments of all the colonies.
From that moment the sales of land ceased,
and the Bills of the Governor—an officer
appointed by the Crown, and over whose
expenditure the colonists had no control—
became heavier and heavier, until, at length,
the funds at their disposal were exhausted,
and the drafts dishonoured. The credit of
the colony thus damaged, a new loan, tardily
applied for, could not be raised ; and as a
last resource, the. whole matter was referred
X
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to the Colonial Secretary, by whose direction
emigration was suspended, and has not since
been resumed. The subsequent appointment
of the Parliamentary Committee and its results,
are in the recollection of all. This slight
sketch will show the way in which the pecu-
niary aflairs of South Australia, have become
deranged. Whether this derangement may
have arisen from the lavish expenditure of the
late ofticer of the Crown, in the absence of
definite and stringent instructions, or in the
absolute emergency of the case ; from the want
of timely provision for his drafts on the present
Crown Commissioners ; or from the imperfec-
tions inherent in the system on which the
colony was founded, we stop not to enquire :
one thing is certain, that neither the settlers or
theirfriendsathome, had anyshare in producing,
or power to avert.it; and it is no less certain,
that in comparison with the sums expended on
othersettlements, South Australia has been the
cheapest, as it is, for the time, the most pros-
perous colony Great Britain ever possessed.
These considerations assuredly warrant its
friends in respectfully, but urgently seeking
from Parliament the advance of a sum sufli-
cient to take up the dishonoured drafts of the
late Governor, and to discharge the outstanding
obligations of his government in thecolony; and
therestoration of the sum borrowed from theland
fund; the application of which is unalterably
pledged to the purposes of emigration.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Our respected friend, Mr, Page, has kindly fur-
nished us with the following letter, from Mr. George
Morphett, dated Adelaide, 30th July, 1841 :—

« My dear Sir,—It gives me very great pleasure, in
the first letter I have written to you from this land
-of my adoption, to advise you of having let your
country section near Adelaide. The section I have
let to Messrs, , for fourteen years, at arental
of Gs. per acre yearly, for the first seven years, and
12s, per annum, for the last seven years; tenants to
fence in the section.

“ Town lands have been, ever since I have been in
the colony, very flat, both in sale and letting; but,
after much consideration, I am of opinion, that good
town land must again reach to a high price—not, per-
haps, so much as it did eighteen months ago. Had
the Government offices been built at first in the cen-
tre of the town, your acre would have been long since
Iet; but it so happens that business first commencing
in Hindley-street, it gave a start to that quarter of
the town, which it still holds. And now, I know,you
will ask, how do I like this place? one that you and
T frequently chatted about in our pleasant meetings.
. “To theinquiry, I say, I like the colony very much;
and that its capabilities, and resources, and advance-
ment in colonisation, are much more than I had ever
.fancied ; and even more than you and other kind and
inguiring friends in England have ever fancied.

¢ ¥ arrived here at the worst season, that is, in the
height of the summer: and during the hot weather,
I made many journies into the bush, but I did not
find much inconvenience, and my health was most de-
cidedly better than in England. The most unpleasant
weather is when the north-wind blows in summer, it
brings great heat, and a most inconvenient quantity
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of dust. These periods are, however, not very fie-
quent, nor of long duration ; and, so far as my expe-
rience can speak, I have no hesitation in saying, that
the climate here is equal, perhaps superior, to that of
any other country I have seen. You would be much
surprised with the appearance of Adelaide: it is pro-
gressing fast in the scale of civilization, The new
Bank, Government house and offices, churches and
chapels, and handsome private offices, give it an ap-
pearance which seems to deny its sudden creation.
Hindley-street is as full of houses as the principal
street of any provincial town in England ; and it puz-
zles me to think that some five years ago all was a
wilderness. The situation of Adelaide is very pretty,
The range of hills, which is a very short distance
from the town, gives us a view which is always very
pleasing. The variety of form and shadow, which
each change in the atmosphere causes on the hills, is,
I think, one of the prettiest sights it has been my lot
to witness. It is not, however, in the town that one
sees to the full extent, what the energy of a few
English people has cffected in so short a time. To
appreciate this properly, we must turn to the country.

‘« We have country settlements in all directions, dis-
playing all the life and activity of agricultural and
dairy occupations. Good houses, land inclosed. barns,
fields of grain, pastures full of stock, and good gar-
dens, present themselves on all sides ; and along the
road, drays bringing in country produce, and taking
out supplies, give all the indication of an extensive
and industrious country population.

¢« Our farthest settlement, is about 90 miles from
Adelaide, in the Hutt Survey, where Mr, Horrocks
has his cattle station. The largest extent of land,
under cultivation for wheat, is in Lyndoch valley, at
Mr. Brown’s station, where there are 200 acres; and
the largest flock of sheep belonging to one individual
is, I apprehend, that of Mr. Dutton, numbering
abont 11,000.

«1 believe, most sincerely, that there isnot a person
in England, who properly appreciates the results
which have been produced. Had I not seen it, I,
most certainly, should not have believed it. The
quantity of land under grain crop, is variously esti-
mated ; but six or 7000 acres is, I think, within the
mark. If we have a good harvest, I apprebend. we
shall be able to supply our own wants—leaving us a
large extent of wool, to bring in means from without.
Our Survey on the Murray is now progressing—we
ballotted for the Town Lands a few days ago ;—and
the result of that, and the ballot for the Country
Lands, will, I hope, be sent to England in less than
ten days. The Surveys (2) on the Light are not yet
completed by the Government; but will, I hope, in
the course of a month, when we shall select the 9000
acres, and get them ballotted for.

« I am very glad to sec, by the late English News,
that the Crown has resolved to free us from our teme
porary difficulties; and I am sure that the Crown
does not possess a Colony where so much has bheen
effected by energy and industry, and where there is
greater promise of future success and greatness, than
in this Colony. Yours very faithfully,

GeorGE MoORPHETT.”

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS.

CoroniAL. EmiGraTION, —On Friday, February
the 4th, Lord Stanley moved,—*“ That leave be given
to bring in a bill, to amend the act 5 and 6 of
William 1v. for regulating the carriage of passengers
in merchants’ vessels;”” and also ¢ for leave to bring
in a bill, for regulating the survey and sales of land

‘belonging to the crown, in the Australian colonies,

and New Zealand.”” His lordship observed, in sup-
port of his motion, ¢ That, with regard fo the subject
of emigration, he had received from different quarters
various schemes of a most comprehensive and exten-



SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS.

sive character. He thought no questions could more
intimately affect the interests of the various classes
of emigrants, than those two questions to which ke
was now about to call their attention—~the one affect-
ting the poorer class, the other affecting those who
possessed capital, which they were disposed to invest
in the purchase of land in the colonies. The first re-
ferred 1o a better provision for the poorer emigrants
against the frauds which were frequently practised
upon them, and the distresses to which they were
subjected from the present imperfect condition of the
Passenger Acts ; and the other to the inconvenience
sustained by capitalists and persons purchasing land,
from the constantly fluctuating system of the sale of
land, particnlarly in the Australian colonies, and. the
different systems prevailing in those colonies. With
regard to the first question, he thought the house was
scarcely aware, the country certainly was not, of the
extent to which emigration, without the assistance of
government, was now habitually proceeding; and
he must say, he had seen no scheme of systematic
emigration and colonization, which did not, while
it imposed enornious burdens on the country, ap-
pear likely, at the same time, to fail of accomplish-
ing the probably benevolent designs of their pro-
moters, for advancing the interests of the emigrants.
The amount of emigration trom the United King-
dom, during the last five years, without the assist-
ance of Government, had been most extensive. Du-
ring the last five years, with the exception of
1838, when the circumstances of our North Ameri-
can colonies almost entirely suspended emigration
to that quarter, the average number of emigrants
from the United Kingdom had amounted to from
75,000 to 80,000 persons a-year. In 1840, the num-
ber of ‘emigrants was no less than 90,743 ; and in the
first three quarters of 1841, the number was 106,475.
It might be deemed wild to attempt to regulate or to
control this emigration ; but to endeavour to force it
beyond the very large amount it had already reached,
would, in his judgment, be not only impolitic, but
might be attended with ruinous results to those whom
it was their desire to serve. At one period it was
deemed right to leave the system of emigration, as
far as regarded regulation, to the owners of merchant
vessels carrying passengers; it was supposed that
emigrants would be sufficiently attentive to their own
welfare ; and all restriction was considered.impolitic
in the extreme. The Passengers’ Act was repealed
in 1827; butthe frauds and abuses were so numerous
and outrageous, that it was found necessary, within
six months after, to introduce a more stringent mea-
sure., Notwithstanding the beneficial tendency of
the system of emigration agents, introduced when he
last hield office, in 1833, there were many points in
which the existing laws were deficient, The course he
proposed to take, would, he thought, be more conve-
nient to the house, and enable the bill to pass without
material or lengthened discussion in it; for, as the
period for emigration commenced towards the latter
end of March, it was important that the measure
"should speedily become law, or its operation would
be ineffective as regarded the present season. He
proposed, before they proceeded to the consideration
of the bill in committee, to lay on the table of the
house the two reports of the land and emigration
‘commissioners, with the clauses of the existing act,
which they proposed to modify—the alterations they
contemplated—and a statement_of the abuses which
the commissioners had ascertained to prevail; and
the hon. gentlemen would then have an opportunity
-of examining in detail the different recommendations,
-He proposed to make some alterations in the existing
law, with regard to the space required for each pas-
senger ; and -also to regulate the amount of provisions
and water, according to the estimated duration of the
voyage, and the climate through which it was-intended
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to pass. He would propose to appropriate to passen-
gers a larger amount of space where vessels were ex-
pected to enter the tropics, and more limited space,
where the voyages were of short duration, and con-
fined within femperate climes. ‘With regard to the
views with which he proposed to introduce the second
bill to which he had alluded, for the regulation of sales
of land in Australia, he confined the bill to the
Australian colonies, because Government had there a
much more free command over the legislation of the
colonies, and over the application of the land funds,
than in the North American colonies, where the whole
of the land funds had been made over to the different
colonial legislatures, and were consequently beyond
the direct control of Government, or of Parliament.
As to the West India colonies, it was not advisable
to legislate for them in the present bill, because, the
climate being uncongenial to European constitutions,
no great amount of emigration proceeded from this
country to those colonies; and they must, therefore,
be considered in a very different light to our Austra-
lian colonies. The Australian colonies requived spe-
cial attention, because they were attracting, in a great
measure, the full tide of emigration which set out
from this country ; and, as emigration had increased,
the land funds in those colonies had been proportion-
ally augmented. The systems upon which land had
been granted and sold in the Australian colonies, had
varied almost from year to year ; and the consequence
had been, not only that great disappointment had
been occasioned to emigrants, but that persons who
had gone out under one set of regulations, had found
on their arrival in the colonies, that another set of
regulations had been established. This state of’ things
led to disputes respecting titles to land, a fruitful
source of litigation, and checked, to a considerable
degree, the employment of capital ; it also tended to
check ‘emigration itself; for, large as had been the
increase in the number of emigrants within the last
few years, he had no doubt that the frequent altera-
tions in the regulations had checked the emigration of
many who might have been most valuable acquisitions
to the colonies. To instance the case of New South
Wales, in 1827, a set of regulations was promulgated
with regard to the conditions upon which grants of'land
were to be made. In 1828, these regulations were alto-
gether changed. In 1831, his noble friend (the Earl of
Ripon) and a noble lord not then present in the house
(Lord Howick, we believe) substituted the principle
of the sale of lands for that of grants. That principle
was at the time objected to in the colonies; but there-
sult had been, that while the land fund,in 1830,amount-
ed only to £1,896, it rapidly inereased ; and in 1840, it
had reached the amount of £339,738. It was in
1831 that the principle of the sale of lands was
first introduced, and in 1838 the price of land was
raised from 5s. to 12s. per acre. In October, 1840, a
new principle was introduced, and instead of keeping
up the practice of sales by auction, with a minimum
upset price, a minimum price of £1. per acre was
fixed ; but in August, 1841, the Colonial office
returned to the system which had been abandoned
in 1840. He did not mean to intimate that these
changes had been made without veason, or without
reasons, which, at the time, were considered valid
and forcible; but he did contend that no secre-
tary of state—nor any successive secretaries of state,
ought to possess the power to make such alterations
on their own authority, without the consent, and
almost without the cognizance, of Parliament. (Hear.)
He proposed to introduce a bill to regulate by
act of Parliament the provisions on which land
should be sold. He thought it would also be of

great advantage that the principle should be the

same in one colony as another. He saw no reason
for introducing the principle of sale by auction in
one colony, and in the one immediately adjoining it






