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THE general tenour of the intelligence received
this month from South Australia, is decidedly
favourable . and -although the advices still
speak .of considerable. mercantile depression,
there ate strong symptoms of reviving confi-
dence, engendered by the prospect of excel-
lent crops, and an increased export of wool,
&c., for which they were preparing.  The
< Fama’is said to be" the first ship which may
. be expected to’ arive direct from the Colony
this season, 'The stranding of the ¢ John Pi-
rie’ is ‘noticed elsewhere ; but we beg the at-
" tention of our readers to the fact of her having
been at the time engaged in loading slates and
boat-knees for Sydney; as evincing the pro-
gress of a valuable branch of inter-colonial
trade, and one of which, in addition to the in-
creased production of articles of food, would
_tend to relieve the Colony from the drain of
specie, to which it had been too subject.

The unfortunate affray between the natives,
and an overland party, from New South
Wales, led.by Mr. Reobinson, which . took
place near the Rufus, occasioned considerable
sepsation at -Adelaide; from its fatal conse-

uénces o the former. The investigation,
which had_very properly been entered into by
the. magistrates, had - ended satisfactorily:; by
completely ‘exonerating the leaders of the
party; .and Mr, ;Moorhouse, protector of the
abaugines, who was. alsp present, from the
‘imputation of unnecessary bloodshed. We
. rejoice that-measures were in progress, which
will tend to prevent similar occurrences, at the
‘same time secure the traveller from attack, and
the native from violence, - . .- '
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£. s d.
Superintendant’s Department ... 1,631 8 9
’I‘teaémy'..-u....u..u..do Y 1,052 5 0
CUSLONS -ssoocsevsesssssd0 oo 5,002 1 3
Post Officeecesorsesvsss-d0 oeee 2,205 0 0
Hatbiour Mastet.. ... s U S 1,845 4 2
Surveyor General's department.... 11,693 0 ©
PUblic WOrks eeeseaccsensessses 34,772 18
Judicial cccavensanssioranias .o 3,055 0o 0.

COLONIAL EXPENDITURE.

The following is a more defailed account of the
estimate of expenditure of Soutlt Australia, for the
present year, laid before the Coundil by Governor
Grey. Its extreme moderation will appear from a
comparison with the Port Philip estimate, for the
same period, which we have subjoined, amounting to
more.than double that of the former. The population
of Port Philip is about 13,000, that of South Austra-
liay 15,000 persons.

The exi:enditure of ,SdUTn .AusTrALiA for the year

1842, is estimated at £34,588. 15s. 4d., and is
thus distributed :— ’ :

: . £ s d.

Governor’s Department.aececeasooee 2,622 0 0O
Resident Commissioner’s doieecaes - 1,370 0 0
Treasury «ceonsesscess+d0inccecsae 1,390 0 0
Custbms .« ... veelOiesascees . 2,478 4 O
Post Office e cesesncasecdOieccccane 910 0 ©
Harbour Master’s «eeeest0.eccesces 1,612 0 ©
Surveyot General’s ....do.. 3,635 4 0
Judicial <<...- tmveeesscesssssses 1,882 0 0
Police and Gaol c.cccecvacacccscces 10,147 7 4
Ecclesiastical and Edudcational «.... 370 0 O
Medical .ccccccescesniasrccsvcre 250 0 O
Miscellaneous e.ecoesvsecscosssccse 6,000 0 O
Colonial Store «eeccotceccscavenaee 340 0 O
AbOrigines sceeeecsesscscasacccscs 1,110 0 O
Port Lincoln  eceseessescecces seees D72 0 0
£34,688 15 4

it

PORT PHILIP ESTIMATES FOR 1842.-

is estimated at £83,621. 14s. 8d.

The expenditure
- . thus distributed i—
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Brought forward.. 61,246 0 10
Police and Gaol eeceeacesccssaes 17,525 8 0
Y celesiastical and Educational .... 2,350 0 0
Medical coee avocsoscccesanscene 500 5 10
Miscellaneous «e..ceeecssocecees 2,000 0 O

£83,621 14 8

HOME NEWS.

IntpErIAL PARLIAMENT.—The following conversa-
tion took place in the House of Commons last
night :—

“Sir GEORGE GREY wished to ask the noble Lord,
the Secretary for the colonies, when it was likely
that the bill for facilitating the sale of Crown Lands,
in the Australian colonies, which the noble Lord had
obtained leave to introduce, would be ready to be
laid before parliament, and also whether the noble
Lord intended to introduce any measure for regula-
ting the government of South Australia?”

¢ Lorp STANLEY said, that the principal enact-
ments of the bill were perfectly prepared at the time
he moved for leave to bring it in ; but some technical
difficultics connected with the legal clauses, had
occasioned the delay which had taken place. The
Bill, as now prepared, had been put into his hands,
and would be laid on the table in a day or two. With
respect to the other question, he might state, that it
was his intention to introduce a bill to regulate the
government of South Australia.”

Acents.—Numerous complaints have been made
of the conduct of Agents in South Australia, in with-
holding not only remittances, but even accounts, from
their principals in this country,—a practice ruinous to
themselves, and annoying to parties at home, who
either get disgusted with colonial investments, or ap-
point other persons to represent their interests. The
tollowing communication from Mr. Samuel Page, is
at least one exception :—

“ A gentleman in the country, whom I know, has
lately received a letter from his agent, Mr. M., with
a remittance for one year and three quarters’ rent, for
an eighty acre section, (which originally cost only £ 80)
in Hurtle Vale, district B, which was let, about two
years and a half ago, to Mvr, L., at 5s. per acre, (say
£20. per year,) for ten years: this is pretty good
interest upon the outlay.”

EmigraTiON.—Emigration appears to have com-
menced with vigour in the north, A contemporary
states, that ¢ 5,020 emigrants have left Liverpool in
January and February of this year, of which twenty-
seven were for Canada, forty for Australia, and the
remaining 4,953 for the United States. This is more
than double the number who left that port in the same
months last year,

NEW SOUTH WALES & SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

“We have received papers from Sydney to the 21st
October inclusive, at which date great fears were
entertained for the result of the crops, a long and
devastating drought having sorely afflicted the agri-
cultural districts of the interior.” * * @

“The advices from Adelaide speak of much de-
pression in trade, but the crops were good and pro-
mising.” 3

City Article, ¢ Times,” March 10th.”

The preceding extract from  the Times,” suggests
some reflections appropriate to your pages, ‘It tends
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to correct the vague and erroneous conception, whicl
eveit yet obtains very generally, namely, that New
South Wales, and South Australia, are quite the same
country. It is mot unusual to hear persons, who
might be presumed to know better, confounding not
only New South Wales and South Australia together,
and either, or both these countries, with Port Philip,
and Western Australia; but these countries indiscri-
minately with Van Diemen’s Land, and even with
New Zealand, Let your readers remember, that the
eastern coast of New South Wales, and the western
coast o Western Australia, are distant two thousand
miles from cach other ; and tiaat South Australia lies
about midway between them, the whole island or
continent being called Australasia ; that Van Die-
men’s Land is an island altogether distinct from
Australasia, and that New Zealand is another island
distant from both, nearly one thousand miles.

The extract from ¢ the T.mes,” tends also to correct
a very erroneous impression, which is very general,
namely, that the state of the weather and the seasons
is the same throughout Australasia. Did people only
take the trouble to remember, that ¢hal country ex-
tends ‘two thousand miles from east to west, and
fifteen hundred iles from north to south, and reflect
on the differences in the seasons and productions in
European countries, less remote from each other, they
would never fall into such blunders, and would he
ashamed of themselves, for having ever been under
the influence of them.

But it is well to present the FAcCT to the notice of the
public, when embodied in a case so interesting as that
noticed in ¢ the Times”’—a case affecting the grain
crops, and consequently, the comfort and sustenance
of the whole population of these countries respect-
ively. We now see that New South Wales may he
« sorely afflicted by a devastating drought,” and that
“great fears may bhe entertained for the result of the
crops” in that colony ; while in the colony of South
Australia, ¢ the crops may be good and promising.”
Nor is the state of the case, noticed in ¢ the Times,”
peculiar to this season; the same thing appeared in
the summer of 1838-39; there was then, indeed,
very little grain crop in South Australia, but, while
the sheep and cattle in New South Wales suffered
very much, in consequence of the extreme drought,
those in South Australia suffered very little. Highly
valuable information, on this and many other topics,
was furnished in the South Australian Almanac, for
1811.

A rain guage was kept at Adelaide. South Austra-
lia; and the quantity of rain which fell during the
year, from the 1st November, 1839, to the 31st Qct.,
1840, recorded, of which the following are the results,
which may be interesting to your readers. The num-
ber of days on which rain fell, and the quantity
monthly, were as follows :—

Days. Inches.

For November, 1839 seea 14 .... 3.330
5 December, 33 sees B eeee 0.345
5y January, 1840 .... 3 .... 0.335
s Debruary, s sees B ..., 2010
49 DMarch, 39 csee T eess 0445
5 April, 5 eeee 10 ... 1.192
s May, 93 seee B e... 1.697
5, June, 53 weee 11 ... 3.247
5 July, 39 e<see 8 ... 1.900
5 August, 5 eees 16 ... 3,040
» September, , .... 16 .... 4540
', October, 3 esee 6 ... 1,900
Total.. 109 .... 23.881

Thus we find, that there was not a single month,
during which rain did not fall,—that on 109 days
during the year, it rained,—and that the total quan-
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tity was nearly 24 inches—an amount equal to what
falls on an average in some parts of England.

Having paid some attention to these meteorological
tables, I note, for the information of your readers,
some other results. which may not be uninteresting.

The longest period absolutely without rain, darving
that year, was thirty-five days, namely, from the 4th
January to 9th February, both exclusive. )

The harvest time is in December, and may extend’
to the middle of Janunary. There is no reason to fear
having a wet harvest in South Australia ;—the pre-
eeding table shows, that in the former inonth, there
were only five days, and in the latter three days, on
which rain tell ; and the quantity in both months to-
gether was not quite three quarters of an inch ; hence
Doth the grain and straw are most beautiful.

The greatest quantity of rain which fell on any
one day, was 1.17 inches, on 21st July, The daily
average for 109 days, having been about one-fifth part
of an inch.

Besides the table shewing the resnlts as to rain,
another table was published at Adelaide, shewing the
state of the thermometer, three times each day, du-
rving the year, of which I shall, with your leave, pre-
sent your readers with the results, in your next
number, . M. L.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Extract from a letter of Mr. Wyatt to Colonel
Smith, dated, Adelaide, South Australia, April
30th :—

“ Qur colony has made rapid advances, and is still
progressing satisfactorily, in spite of considerable de-
pression in the money market. From accounts in the
English papers, it bas evidently many enemies in the
mother country; but its natural capabilities must
eventually counteract the evil they do it, and induce
enquirers to place confidence in the statements of
those on the spot, who have no interest in bestowing
false praise on it, and who would be ahove doing so,
even if they had. For myself, who am not more
casily pleased than other men, it has turned out all
that was reasonably anticipated of it; and left me
nothing to regret, save the absence of the many
friends who are associated in my memory, with my
dearly-loved native land. So much cause have I to:
be thankful for the result of ordinary prudence and |
exertion. in the lovely country of my adoption, that |
it would be culpable of me to neglect noticing this,
for the benefit of those who hesitate to leave a bur-!
thened and over-populated country, for one in which
industry and judicious perseverance cannot fail to
realize every legitimate expectation. Should any
such persons come in your way, you cannot do them
a more benevolent act, than to recommend them
emigration to South Australia.”

Extract of a letter from Mr. M., dated Kensington,
near Adelaide, January 6th, 1811 :—

“We have had a splendid havvest; the produce
beyond expectation. Every thing grows during the
rainy season as fast as you can plant it. We had, for
the first season, a good crop of potatoes, peas, cauli-
flowers, etc. ; and we have gathered in a large crop
of onion sced, which sold at 5s. per oz last year—
this is valuable. Grass was looking fine before the
drye’;yeather and hot winds set in; and the cows were
giving a quantity of milk, and grazing in front of our
house. We have eighteen cows, and seventeen calves ;
seven cows do not belong to us, but three of them
being good ones, we intend buying them; eleven

cows, and sixteen calves are all paid for; so is our
house aund land, and fenced in ; and the shop supports
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the house: the milk and buttér buys cows, and pays
expences and improvements, so that we have a good
establishment, and a growing up, quiet herd. We
keep a boy to attend the cows, and our neighbour’s
daughter to cook, and attend the shop. We pay the
men two guiieas per week, when we employ them.
There are a great many emigrants come out lately,
and wages will be down, as people will not employ
them af so high arate, and as present things are dnll;
but there will be suflicient grain, and we shall not
have to send the money to other colonies; and like-
wise plenty of wool, and no cattle to import. It will
take. near four ships for this year’s clip. There is
great talk about the vine, which seems to grow all the
year. Most things now are burnt up with the sun;
the dry season set in early, after the most fruitful rainy
scason : from October 17th to December 19th, not a
shower, but hot winds and clouds ot dust. Since the
19th, we have had a few days’ refreshing rain; and
grass grows fast.”

Extract from the letter of a respectable scttler in
South Australia, to bis friend in Northumberland,
dated Adelaide, July 17, 1841 :—

“The present state pf' things here, will operate
beneficially towards the fyture prosperity of . the
colony. It is driving numbers into the country, aud
obliging them to cultivate the land, and engage in
various agricultural operations, on which depends the
rise and success of the province.

«This is a lovely country, it unquestionably contains
the elements of a mighty nation—its natural resources
in everything that can conduce to the comfort and
opulence of mankind, are immensely abundant.”

To the Editor of the Soutle Australian News.

Sir,—The course pursued by the press towards
South Australia, during the past two years, appears
to me to have been exceedingly uncharitable, if not
unjust, more especially by that portion of it which
has ever expressed attachment to the principles upon
which it was founded.

When the very rapid and sudden increase of po-
pulation in South Australia, so unexpectedly took
place, it required an increase of expenditure, and
the most extraordinary exertions on the part of the
Government ot that colony, to meet the difficulties
of their novel position. Previous to the full deve-

“lopement of its natural resources, that portion of the

press, which had usually advocated the Wakefield
principle of Colonization, ought to have been the last
to have cried down the governor and the colony,
until the defence of the one, and the investigation

L into the affairs of the other, could have been placed

before the British publie.

Instead of adopting this reasonable course, these
journals have been throwing out insinuations and
reflections, professedly against the measures of the
Governor, but in effect, tending more to damage the
colony, in the estimation of the public, than any
direct assault.

It is strikingly manifest to those who travel much
in England and Scotland, that more injury has been
sustained by South Australia, through the mis-state-
ments above alluded to, than from the combined ef-
forts of her bittered enemies.

Such conduct ought not any longer to be submitted
to by the South Australian public, many of whom
have encouraged the establishment and growth of
New Zea'and, and the other Australasian Colonies.

Above all, the fiiends of New Zealand ought not
to-be inimical to it; yet the journals in its service
have frequently charged the friends of South Aus

i tralia with pufling ; if they are guilty of it, which I
) ’ .






