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Tur Conduciors of the ¢ South Australian
News,” after a trial of ten months, have much
reason to be gratified with the patronage their
little work has received. Anxious to make it
generally useful, they have spared no pains to
obtain accurate information on every topic,
likely to be serviceable to the landed proprie-
tor, the merchant, or the emigrant ; and feel
convinced, that, in this respect, it will bear
comparison with Papers of far greater preten-
sions. Deeply interested in the advancement
of South Australia, they are very desirous of
continuing a publication, which may, in any
small degree, contribute to its success; even
though it should make no return for the time
and capital employed in producing it. They
do not, however, think it reasonable to make
further sacrifices, and ave therefore compelled
to remind the supporters of the Colony, that
the sale does not yet cover the expenditure
incurred; and to appeal to their liberality for a
larger measure of support. Were they, as has
been frequently recommended, to increase the
price and quantity of matter, or the price only ;
they might possibly ‘benefit themselves, but
would, probably, injuriously affect the objects
of the work, by diminishing its circulation
amongst the classes for whose more especial
. benefit it is designed, and who have at all
_times little money to spare. They respect-

“ fully request the suggestions of their friends

on this matter ; and hope, through their kind
aid, to announce in their next number, their
ability to pursue their labours with increased
facility, and renewed energy. :

From a private letter received by the Iundia
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mail, we gain the pleasing intelligence, that
Captain Grey had, on the 1st of November,
1841, issued a notice, that he should shortly
be prepared to pay all the outstanding claims
on the late Colonial Government, for which, it
will be remembered, certificates had been
issued. We caunot give the precise terms of
this announcement, but the correctness of our
information is unquestionable. We can assure
our readers of the satisfaction with which it
was received by the colonists, whe justly
deemed it the earnest of a substantial measure
of relief from the Flome Government.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Copy of a Letter from 4 Gentleman at Adelaide, to
his brother in London, dated 13th Sept. 1841 :—

Dear BroTHER.—I have stolen a little time to
give you my opinion of the colony, now that I have
been here nearly a year. I will give a plain, unvar-
nished tale, stating both the advantages and disad-
vantages ; and I think you will not accuse me of
romancing. I will begin with the climate. It cer-
tainly quite comes up to my ideas of a fine one—it is
indeed delightful. The winter is like your finest May
weather, with occasionally heavy rain for several
days, and then fine again for as many. The spring
and autumn are just whatyou could wish ; the sum-
mer is certainly hot, but you know 1 like warmth,
and by keeping in doors during the middle of the
day, you need not be inconvenienced, as the mornings
and evenings are always cool, and we have not the
sultry nights so .much complained of in most warm
climates,  Five or six times during the summer, we
ave visited by a hot wind, 2 species of simoon, which
is very unpleasant—raising clonds of dust in 3 most
extraordinary manner, and causing a suffocating sen-
sation; as if you were in an oven, and parching up
all the moisture of the skin—fortunately it never lasts
many hours, but we are obliged, in the town, to keep
all the doors and windows shut, In the country beyond
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the hills it is but little felt, the plains being most sub-
ject to it, There has ever since the founding of the
colony, been an ample supply of rain to make all vege-
tation grow in an astonishing manner ; it really seems
as if it was only necessary to sow and plant to have
abundance. With very little management, you may
have green peas all the year round. A curious circum-
stance here, is, that English annuals seem to last
two ycars, and flourish better the second than the
first. Corn comes up the second year if the land is
noi ploughed, and many other things if cut down
shoet cut again quite fresh. I believe that every-
thing that will grow in England, will thrive here,
besides many others, The hot winds are, however,
very pernicions, cutting off the corn in a few hours ;
but 1 think that when we understand the seasons
thoroughly, we may get the harvest in before the
period of the hot winds, which seldom come before
December, which is the period of harvest. I have
seen some barley and oats already in ear. There is
a great variety of native flowers, many without smell,
and some with fine scents ; they are often very beau-
titul, and most plentiful in the scrub and worst soils,
which I attribute to the grass, in the good ground,
having grown so high as quite to kill the shorter
flowers,  The leaves of the gum-trees are highly
adoriferons, and it bruised. give out a powerful per-
fume; and in riding through the forests, I have felt
the sweetness of the blossoms quite overpowering.

“ Yon have heard a great deal about the mud and
dust of Adelaide. I do not deny that there is abun-
dauce of hoth, but it is foolish of” parties to complain
as if it was a natural drawback, instead of one
caused entirely by a considerable traffic, before the
streets lave been made, or had anything done to
them—a year or two will put that all to rights.

“The letters written home, appear to me, knowing
all the circumstances here, so preposterous, that [
wonder how they find credence; they are mostly
written by the lower orders; the letter of Sawle,
commented on in the newspapers is ridiculous. |
know the gentleman that he speaks of, as having em-
ployed him at only twelve shillings per day; he was
obliged to discharge him for drunkenness, which is
but too common here, and is the cause of the greater
part of the discases ; indeed, 1 think that half the
deaths are to be traced to intemperance. I will not
allow that there is much sickness in the colony, there
are only three or four cases in the hospital; at first,
there was a good deal of sickness, but it was cansed
by salt meat, drink, and want of vegetables; which
latter are now so abundant, that everybody can pro-
cure tbem; last summer (which is the worst time)
the little disecasa was attributed in a degree, to the
enormous consumption of melous.

“Inregard to the present state of the colony, it is

sufiering most severely from the monetary pressure;
there have been numerous failures, but it has had a
most salutary effect on the colony in general, by
forcing so many people to go up the country to culti-
vate the waste land—the true source of riches, and
which ean never be obtained by mere land specula-
tions, which are at an end for some time. At least,
we shall this year, grow certainly half enough wheat
for our own consumption, and many even assert that
there will be suficient for the tweilve months, There
is a great deal of land ploughed up, and should we
have a large arvival ot labourers to get more land
prepaved, we shall rally so rapidly, that we may
-export corn, instead of importing flour.
. **lt was really preposterous, the number of mer-
-qh:mts and shops there were there, enough for a place
five times as large—many without capital, who of
-eonrse when the pressure came, were unable to meet
their engagements.

* To show that we have somesources of prosperity,
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over wool this year will be worth £40,000. and the oil
etc. say £10,000 ; then it we grow sufficient corn for
our own consumption, that will save £50,000 going
ont of the colony tor flour, so that we shall be £100,000
per annum better than we were, leaving out of the
question the produce to be obtained from our mines,
guarries, ete. I firmly believe coals will be found,
and then we shall*steam”away famously,

“In conclusion, I firmly believe we have many
sources of prosperity within ourselves, and if not too
impatient, we shall flourish rapidly, but it is extremely
foolish to expeet a great nation from a colony five
years old ;—it wiil all come in good time.”

I remain, ete.

The following are Extracts from a Letter to Mr.
Henry Grainger, of the Wandsworth Common,
from his brother, Mr. John Grainger, who has
(during the last two years) visited New South
Wales, Australia, Felix, Van Dieman’s Land, and
New Zealand, dated Adelaide, 13th Sept., 1841 :—

¢ I arrived here on the 11th inst.,from Launces-
ton, and found all my friends in excellent health.
We had a good passage for the time of the year,
rather less than six days,

«“ 1 copsider Port Adeclaide superior to Launceston,
or_Mellfourne ; "the moneyjlaid out by the Company,
and the Government, must have been of great amount.
I saw in these excellent works, a guarantee, that
Adelaide could never. fail. The only conveyance to
the city was a tax-cart, drawn by one horse. In
this humble way, in company with other passengers
per ¢ Lady Emma,” I entered the town I had so
often thought of.,

“The River Torrens is not so large as the Ravens-
bourne at Lewisham, at any rate not larger; can-
dour makes me acknowledge that the City of Adelaide
is not equal to the town of Melbourne in appearance.
In Adelaide, and the numérous villages about it,
there are materials for a larger town than Melbourne ;
but being so scattered, there is no mass of buildings
to strike the beholders with respect.

“ You naturally compare what youn see at once
here, with the coup-d’eeil, at Melbourne, and you
decide that Melbourne is a better town. Although
not captivated with the city, I am in raptures with
the country round it.

“The beauty of the country is, beyond a doult,
superior to anything I have seen ; and Mr. Trimmer
did not praise it too much, I am content with it.”

Extract of a letter from Adelaide, to a gentleman
in London, dated August 13th, 1841.

¢ Judging humanly, there is no moral:doubt’of the
ultimate success of the colony, if conducted on pro-
per principles, than there is that the san will rise
to-morrow, It contains the elements of prosperity
in every relation in which they can possibly stand,
to the pomfort and happiness of mankind ;—its soil
is capgble of yielding not'only the necessaries, but
also the luxuries of life,—its corn is as good, gene-
rally, as any that is produced in England,—its
gardens contain the fruit of almost every climate
under heaven,—its grass is as verdant_as the ficlds
of Italy—and its pasturages as_extensive as can be
desired.

¢« Yts minerals of iron and lead, which have alveady
been discovered in abundance, only wait for the hand
of science to convert them into useful manufactures;
and the geological features of the country indicate
the plentiful existence of even more precious metals,
Its timber is large, and extensively scattered ; the
main-mast for a vessel of 500 tons burthen, was cut
a few weeks ago, in one of our tiers, 'We have hun-
dreds of thousands of tons of marble, as pure as that
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which composes the Grecian sculptures; we have
Jimestone, and clay, and slate, and every thing else
that is required to carry on the avocations of life ;—
and the scenery of the country is as delightful as its |
materials are useful. A person, as his taste may
dictate, can either fix his residence npon a* plain of
100 miles in extent, or in the midst of surrounding
hills :—he may enjoy the seclusion of the bush, or the |
activity of the town ; and here, with such a sky as is |
never seen in England.

<« All the objections I have heard against Australia,
are not worth a straw, when confronted with the real
merits of the country. They have grown out of the
mismanagement of its affairs--and mismanagement
would ruin a world. But if a country contains within
itself every thing that is essential to its prosperity
and success, what solid objection can be urged
against it. If we had no corn, then there might be
some danger of famine ; but this year, from our own
resources, we hope to have ¢ bread enough, and to
spare.” If we had no flocks or herds, then we might
have to submit to the want of substantial living; but
our valleys teem with cattle, and our hills are white
over with sheep. If we had no matcrials for build-
ing, then we might have to wander houseless, and
unprotected; but we have materials for building
palaces ; and honses of neatness and comfort are
already to he found in almost every corner of the
colony. With these advantages, and cvery other that
can render these important, what have we then to
fear? Nothing but the want of means to develope
the resources of the country, Send us labour, and
the means of supporting that labour for a short time,
and South Australia will soon confound her enemies,
and exhibit, in the beams of her almost perpetual
sunshine, the delights and enjoyments of an earthly
paradise.

 The only objection on which one can lay hold of
against this colony, is, its want of water. This is
groundless—there is no want of water ; there is a
deficiency of running water, but any quantity of
water may be had a few feet under the surface, in
almost every part of the province. If half of the
amount of money and skill which have been expend-
ed on the New River. in Middlesex, were devoted to
the improvement of the rivers here, they would flow
again (as their beds seem only to have been choked
up in the lapse of time, with falling trees, and depo-
sits from the hills) and then the last fault of South
Australia would be wiped away, and her most captious
objectors silenced. |

«1 am happy to inform yon, that tiie praceedings
in Parliament, ihave inspired the colonists with new
life, as you will see by the papers herewith transmit-
ted, aud excited the most sanguine expectations, that
now the day of speculative madness has passed away,
they will be enabled to build their future prospects
on a basis of permanent stability.”

GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

At a meeting of, the Gcographical Society, Leld
Monday Evening, 14th March, Col. Gawler, at the
request of many of the Fellows present, gave an
interesting acconnt of the chief weographical features
of South Australia, of which the following is an out-
line :—

« Col. Gawler divided the subject into the different
kinds of countvy in South Australia; the mountain
ranges which determine the geometrical feature of
the country, the plains at their bases, and the rivers
rising in and flowing from them.

« The distinct features of the first, are :—the sand
deposits along the sea shore—the brush and serub—

91

park-like land, available for tillage, and for cattle and
sheep pasturage. )

«Tn Spencer’s and St. Vincent's Gulfs, sheltered
as these seas were, the sand-deposits were compara-
tively low ; but from the mouth of the river Murray,
extending to a great distance to the south-east, they
might be called, from their great breadth and diffi-
culties of crossing them, sand mountains, These were
thickly inhabited by a black population, supported
by fish from the sea on one side, and from the Coor-
row, a great extuary, on the other.

«The brush aud scrub country, consisted of tracts
covered with stunted foliage ; in the case of the serub
being mere bushes, over which a man on foot may
have a distant view ; and in that of the brush, trees
of various heights, to twenty or twenty-five feet. The
scrub, perhaps, might never be nseful, but the brush
certainly might become very serviceable to man. It
might be used for all purposes for which long and
straight poles are required, would burn into good
charcoal, and form an endless supply of fuel, for
smelting the immense quantities of good iron ore,
with which the province abounded. The brush was
often very beautiful, consisting of acacias, eucalypti,
and high creepers, flowering luxuriantly. The brush
and scrub stood almost invariably on sandstone for-
mations. The geology and botany of Australia, ran
singularly together.

¢ The stringy bark forest was an extensive, noble,
and most useful feature in the country. It commen-
ced near Cape Jervis. and, with occasional interrup-
tions, extended for perhaps a hundred miles to the
northward and eastward. It followed the courses of
the summits of the mountain-ranges, and stood almost
invariably upon the quartz and iron-stone conglome-
rate, by which these ranges in the Adelaide districts
were generally capped. It consisted of noble trees,
straight and lofty, the wood of which served admira-
bly for house-building purposes, and roofing, and for
fences of all kinds.

“The lightly timbered, park-like country, restgd
upon alluvial deposits, the decomposition of the fo-
rests, and rocks of the mountain-ranges; or it covered
the extensive slate-formations incumbent on the
sides of the mountains or the very extensive nearly
horizontal stratiied fossiliferous formarions that form
the basis of the plains. It is beautiful, and most
available for the wants of man. In itare to be found
large tracts fit for the plough, and for every species
of cultivation ; extensive horse and cat tle pasturages,
and very extensive sheep-walks. It is lightly covered
with eucalypti, the oxle (Castnariana), and other
trees, of which the wood was calculated for very use-
ful purposes, as might be seen by the specimens from
them produced to the meeting. .

«In reference to the second division of the sub-
jeet, there were, properly speaking, but two great
momitain-ranges in South Auvstralia ; that which Mr.
Eyre had called the Gawler range, in the Port Lin-
coln peninsula (Eyria), and the range which Captain
Flinders had discovered at the head of Spencer’s
Gulf, which, at its northerly extremities, losing itself
in the great plain, surrounded by the horse-shoe-like
lake Torrens, descends away to the southward, and
has its southern and south-westerly extreuities on the
shores of St. Vincent’s Gulf, and Backstairs Passage,
to the southward of Adelaide. The basis rocks of
these mountain-ranges were granite, gneiss, or red
porphyry, of which specimens were proauced.

¢« In the Adelaide district the granite was covered,
generally so as to be scarcely visible, by very exten-
sive formations of primary or tramsition slates, and
by sandstone. In these were frequently found large
beds of transition limestones. Some of the slates
are admirable for roofing,and the limestones are very
crystalline, and svited for statuary. ‘The granite ls

the stvingy bark forest—and the lightly timbered,






