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WE have to thank our correspondents for
1many suggestions with respect to the future
‘mode of publication of the « NEWS.” Some
few are desirous that we should increase the
‘quantity of matter, but the'larger number agree
with us, that an enlargement would derange
the plan and restrict the usefulness of our little
work. We have therefore determined to con-
tinue the ¢ SouTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS’ on

the same plan as heretofore, with the addition |-

‘of some few lines of letter-press, in place of
the vignette;and a trifling advance in the price,
‘which will in future be twopence each num-
ber : and we would hope that this alteration,
with an increased circulation, will enable the
proprietors to pass through the next year with-
‘out serious- loss. Every endeavour will be
anade to augment its interest and utility : and
the kind otice -and recommendations of our
friends in the colony, lead us to believe we
.dhall receive from them effective assistance in
‘prosecuting this object. One of the colonial
journals has indeed mentioned us rather dispa-
ragingly : perhaps a_better knowledge of our
design, thau could be obtained from a first
number, hastily prepared, will induce the
editor to alter his opinion. At any rate, we
are inclined to think the News’ at 2d., with
all ‘the defects which may attach to its ma-
nagement, will be more acceptable to the
generality of eénquirers in Britain, than a colo-
nial paper at 1s., too often filled with editorial
recriminations, and party squabbles.

., Subseribers to the ¢ News’ are reminded
that this number concludes the- first volume :
those wwho wish to renew their subscriptions,
are requested to do so immediately, by a post

VOL. 1.

office order, or otherwise to avoid delay in the
transmission of the next number. The amount
will be in future 8s. 6d., which will include
two or three Supplements, or a view of some
object of interest in the colony. The twelve
numbers already published, will shortly be
collected in a small neat volume, and will form
one of the best text books on South Australia,
for intending emigrants. !

The schooner ¢ Duke of Sussex,” Captain
Jones, which left Port Adelaide, Dec. 27th,
and St. Helena, 8th March, and is hourly ex-
pected, brings 274 bales of wool, 74 bundles
whalebone, and a few cases and bales sundbries,
the first instalment of this season’s produce.—
The ¢ Frances Yates,” ¢ Daniel Wheeler,’
¢ Fama,’ and * Guiana,” were put on for Lon-
don; and the * Orissa’ will probably be added
on amival. The ¢ Daphne’ is also advertised
for Glasgow. The papers and letters of late
date, are written in a tone of great cheerfulness.
The harvesting was proceeding rapidly ; the
produce being estimated at 250,000 bushels,—
"The ¢ Southern Australian’ thus notices the ex=
ports of the year:— .

fn the atticles of oil and wool alone, our exports
this year will not fall short of £50,090 or £60,000,
it they do not exceed that.sum. Qur slates, wood,
bark, hides. and skins, - will hardly fail of realizing
from #£10,000 to. £15,000 muore, With this addi-
tion to our resources, and with the stoppage of di-
rect remittances for our flour, grain, and other
agricultural produce, we have now as faiir a chance
as any eolony nnder the sun. All we want, is intel-
ligence and industry on the part of the settlers, and
that fostering aid from the Home Government which
has been extended to other colonies.
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The unqualified statement recently made
by the Noble Secretary for the Colonies—
that in South Australia, out of a population
of 15,000 souls, 12,004 were living as pau-
pers—being maintained sut of the public funds
from waut of employment—is calculated to
give an exaggerated idea of the degree of
distress which prevailed among the labouring
emigrants there, occasioned by the great and
financial depression, from which all classes
have more or less suffered. We do net wish
to conceal the fact, that a very considerable
number of persons were dependant upen go-
vernment assistance, during the crisis, which
we trust, is now happily passing over, and
that such assistance could bear no proportion
to the high wages which most of them had
previously enjoyed ; but it should be recol-
lected, that the prices of all the necessaries of
life had been greatly lowered, and that the
then approaching harvest, gave every prospect
of remunerative employment for all who were
willing to work. ‘There is also reason to fear,
that many threw themselves on the liberality
of Government, rather from a determination to
resist the reduction of wages, which the times
compelled, than from absolute necessity. Se-
veral instances of this feeling are mentioned
in the Adelaide Papers. The ¢ Colonial Ga-
zette,” makes the following remarks on the
subject : — * The work-people still alledge
distress ; -but the harvest would supply num-
bers with work, and the reviving trade would
do more permanent good. And at the worst,
although some of the disappointed workmen
have contracted a kind of chartist twang in
the statement of their grievances, it is not to
be understood that their distress * at all re-
sembles that condition which is so called in
England ; it would be afliuence to many who
are not among the most destitute of our work-
people at present.”

REMUNERATIVE EMPLOYMENT FOR THE LABOURING
POPULATION.

Mr. Editor,—Your influential though small Paper,
is evidently rendering essential service to the la-
bouring and mercantile classes of our community,
by making known, in so cheap a form, the vast
resources of South Australia, Many who are in-
terested in that valuable dependance on the British
crown, and consequently in the welfare of omr
necessitons countrymen, will learn with pleasure
that a subscription of Zhree Hundred Guineas is
being raised to award to the writers of the first and
second best Essays, or Treatises, on ¢ the means of
providing adequate remunerative employment, for
the increasing population of the United Kingdom.”
This project of a few benevolent minds, has the cor-
dial patronage of our truly patriotic Lord Mayor, and
many of the most respectable philanthropic citizens
of London. Such rewards will not fail to call forth
our noblest master-minds, and produce works which
will be the means of speedy relief, and perpetual
blessings to multitudes. Colonization and emigration

to our vast southern possessions, will doubtless enter l
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largely into any plans which may be devised for the
employment of our increased labourers,—and Soutlr
Australia, with its peculiar resources, and superior
attractions, will not fail to be considered : that im-
portant colony must share greatly in all the advanta-
ges from every liberal enterprise; but the inquiry
instituted, and the information diffused, will benefit
not only Great Britain and Australia, it will be parti-
cipated by all Europe, America, India, South Africa,
and every island of Polynesia. I would sefer the
fiiends of South Austvalia, for further information on
this subject, or to add their subscriptions in aid of
this undertaking, to Mr. Hailes, the publisher of your
Paper, or to the Treasurer, Robert Harvey, Iisq., 63,
Gracechurch Street.
T, Timpson, Hon. Secretary.

ZLondon, May 9th, 1842,

We cordially recommend tlvis object to the atten-
tion of our readers, as a most important aad philan-
thropic one. The following extract from a recent
work of high character, ‘ Alison’s Principles of
Population” is appropos to the matter:—

<« ¥s then the condition of the human race, in these
islands, utterly desperate? Can nothing be done to
relieve the distresses which press with such severity
upon, and have given such an undue tendency to
increase to the poor? and must we sit down in hope-
less despair, under the grievous spectacle of multi-
tudes starving in the midst of pleuty ?

¢“The answer is, that this is not necessary; that
the British empire contains, within itself, abundant
resources: for feeding its munerous offspring—that
immense and fertile districts exist, capable of main-
taining with ease, and hundred times the inhabitants
of these islands—that the growth of these distant

possessions is only retarded by the impossibility of
i finding hands to satisfy their insatiable demand for
labour—that the multitudes of destitute labourers
who now oppress our industry, would be as great an
. acquisition to them, as their removal would be a
. relief to ourselves ; and that adequate means exist
_for transporting the living swarm across the ocean,
! and rearing up in transatlantic wilds, boundless maxr-
" kets for the industry of the heart of the empire.—
| Nor is there any chance of this prodigious opening
| for labour in Australia and our North Amecrican
colonies, heing either diminished or lost to this coun-
try, except by the folly of internal legislation.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

Extract of a letter from the Rev. C. B. Howard,
Coloniat Chaplain at Adelaide, to a Gentleman in
the city.

¢ Adelaide,. October 15th, 1841.
« Although our colony may have at present to con- °
tend with the tide of unpopularity at home, I have
no doubt it will, ere long, reinstate itselt in the good
epinion of the English public. The attention of the
colonists is now turned, through necessity, from spe-
cnlation, to that which will eventually lead to perma-
nent wealth,—the cultivation of the land. Their
prospects in this respect, are most cheering; our seil
proves itself capable of growing any-thing. There
are at present, upwards of 10,000 acres under culti-
vation; and it is expected that next harvest will
make us almost independent of our neighbours for
supplies.”

Extracts from a letter from Mr. A. I. Pickworth,
to W. Evans, Esq. R.N,, dated Adelaide, 4th of
August, 1841 :— )

“The papers, I perceive, have been playing the
deuce with us—never mind, Australia will flourish;
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when its resources are more developed, and conse-
quently better understood, T am persuaded this will
become a thriving colony. We have had difficuities
to contend with, but they will be overcome—it is not
to be inferred, that because some wild speculators
tail, that the colony is ruined. Our crops of corn, at
the present season, particularly wheat, look as well
as I ever saw them in England.” Our flocks and herds
ave in the best possible condition, and the necessaries
of life are becoming moderate in prices.

« Y have hopes, next year, to havé my little demesne
of an acre, planted with orange, peach, and necta-
rine trees, with the vine and such .other firuits, ete.
as are suitable to this climate. Melons grow here
most luxuriantly—there is scarcely a garden without
an abundance of them, We are just now in our wet
season, and the weather is rather cold.”

The following are Extracts from a letter from a Gen-
tleman (on whom every reliance may be placed) to
Mr. Francis Wilson, dated Adelaide, 14th Octo-
ber, 1841,

“Ficst, then, I will go through your original list of
queries, as I promised in my last letter.

CrivATE.— In order that my description of the
climate may be correctly understood, allow me first
to speak of it enly with reference to its influence on
vegetation. '

“The climate of South Australia is excellently
adapted for the cultivation of all the fruits and vege-
tables which can be produced in England ; and it is
peculiarly favourable to the growth of wheat, barley,
oats, ete.; because during the winter months, we have
abundauce of rain, without any serious degree of
frost,—the temperature from the middle of May, to
the middle of August (inclusive), averaging about
63 degrees in the day, and 38° at night; this, I be-
lieve, is a fair statement of thre average, but the
thermometer sometimes fulls below the freezing
point, and then films of ice may be seen occasionally
on stagnant pools ; the frost, however, is not sufhi-
ciently severe te injure growing crops, nor even to
retard their developement. You may therefore easily
suppose, that with plenty of moisture, and from GO
to 65 degrees of heat during the day, the ctops ef
corn grow with astonishing rapidity ; and the best of
it is, that as the harvest timne approaches, the falls of
rain gradually diminish, until there is scarcely the
ehance of a shower more than once in a fortnight, so
that the grain ripens most admirably, and the farmer
need be under no apprehension ahout gathering his
harvest dry.

« Now besides the various kinds of grain which
flourish well in England, there is another which, un-
der the climate of South Australia, arrives at super-
lative perfection, I mean that noblest of all the ce-
reals, Maize ; this, when planted in October, grows
like magic, and yields a return of about 90 bushels
per acre, by the end of February.

« But in addition to the peculiar adaptation of our
climate, for the growth of all the cereals, it is also
most eminently suited for the cultivation of the vine,
the orange, the olive, and many other fruits which
are highly important in a commercial point of view,
and which, in couvse of time, will yield a large
amount-of exportable value. I th.nk too, that the
climate is well adapted for the production of cotton
and tobacco ;—but it is necessary to remark, that a
great number of tropical plants, such as rice, indigo,
sugar, etc. would not thrive here, because we have
no rainy season during the hot weather, nor is the
hot weather of sufficient duration to bring them to
maturity.

“4¢The only objection which can be urgec{ against the
climate, is, that the summer is too dry; but this ob-
jection is, in reality, the saving clause of our climate ;
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for althiough the cabbages would doubtless thrive more
gloriously, under the combined advantages of heat
and moisture, yet the men would die off by thou-
sands :—for if we had any thing like a wet season,
during our hot weather, we should infallibly be sub-
ject to all those dreadful fevers which constitute the
baue of our East and West Indian possessions.

. “New for the purpose of eommunicating a general
idea of the climate, with reference to its influence on
our PERSONAL COMFORT, you must allow me to give
you a sort of easy and familiar description of the
weather we experience throughout the year; because
a mere list of meteorological observations, or therio-
metric notes, would convey no mental impression of
the' climate, and would, moreover, be exceedingly
tgdlo_us to examine; I will therefore abstain trom
pirating the ¢accurate tables’ of the almanack ma-
kers, and proceed with my tale in my own way. First,
then, I must tell you that I like the <limate exceed-
ingly well. There are no fogs—no lasting frosts—no
snow—and, consequently, we are free from that
plashing, slobbery kind of nuisance which is some-
times occasioned in England, by what your news-
papers call—a ¢ mild and genial thaw.”

“During eight consecutive months, (October to
May, inclusive), there are No rainy days; a few heavy
showers may occasionally fall, but they are merely
showers, passing away before you could adjust your
macintosh, or unfurl your umbrella, and leaving the
atmosphere as blue and beautiful as if it would never
rain again. These eight months include the latter
end of spring, the summer, and the aatumn; but
although we may boast of having no rainy days to
annoy us, throughout so long a period, yet I must tell
you, that from December to February, (inclusive), it
is most flamingly hot,—se hot, that Fahrenheit’s ther-
mometer frequently ranges hetween 120 and 130
degrees in the sun ! We do not however care much
about the regular heat of the summer months; for
although the temperature is so excessively high, yet
by some unaccountable means, (I think the peculiar
dryness of the air, is the chief cause) we always en-
joy a capital appetite at breakfast and dinner, and
feel very little of that lassitude, or enervating de-
pression of spirits, which might be expected to result
from such a ferrid atmosphere ; but we ave occasion-
ally afflicted with irregular, or extraordinary visita-
tions of heat, in shape of hot winds, or siroccos,
blowing from the centre of the continent; and these
are, in veality, a dreadful bane to the oolony; for
after sweeping over the vast and arid plains of the
interior, these winds are charged with such a terrific
accumulation of heat, that it scems a perfect marvel
how the living things of the earth, the fruits, and
flowers, and herbs, can withstand their withering
influence; but they do withstand it, nevertheless,
and do reassume their wonted freshness, within two
or three days after these threatening blights have
passed away. I will describe the eftects of these
hot winds more at length, becanse they are utterly
different to any thing which you experience in En-
gland. A land-breeze will sometimes spring up
at about.8 in the morning, and blow (as we term it)
rather warm for an hour or two at first ; just so warm
that you find it necessary to clo-e all the doors and
windows, to keep out the gentle zephyr, although the
temperature within doors may be about 95 or 100
degrees ; but as the day advances, the heat of the
wind increases to a fierce degree of intensity; and
every time the door is opened, such a gust ot ¢ hot-
blast’ enters, that you are fain to wish for some snug
retirement in a pent up cellar, or even in the slimy
bottom of a good deep well. The shop doors are shut
as carefully as if a pestilence were raging in the
place,—the trade of the place is almost suspended
for the day ; and those people avho are compelled to
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