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FINE OPPORTUNITY ror!CAPETALISLS.

‘Tue difficulty of profitably-‘employing capi-
tal in Great Britain is, at'the present moment,
a mattér of serious complaint. Our' manu-
facturers and merchants ar¢’ seeking on every
hand new channels for industry, and fresh out-
lets for its products; and the:proposed changes
in;ogr‘,éommercial relations - with - other coun-
trigs will do little beyond enabling us to con-
tend ‘more, effectively -with the foreign compe-
tition, which - threatens to drive. us. from the
markets. of the world..  In such a position of
affairs, the man of moderate means has seldom

-any alternative save that of living upon his
capital, -as-long as it will last out; or of leaving
his native country for a more friendly soil,
where the same obstacle does not exist. The
latter course however requires a degree of cou-
rage and determination which few possess, and
a lack of energy or & dread of unseen difficul-
ties, keep many from undertaking what they
strongly feel would be’ a wise and judicious
proceeding. | It is true, that the very idea of
compulsory expatriation is distasteful, and a
poor ‘substitute for that spirit of enterprize
which has led so many voluntarily to abandon
friends, and home, to found in other lands,
settlements which have added to the greatness
‘ofi the parent state, and 'in course of time
‘become the seats of powerful people. But
even in circumstances so depressing as those
which now surround’ us, somewhat of the
ancient spirit may well revive in the heart;
remembering that he who ‘cannot establish a
‘colony, may rear the fabric of a fortune, and
a worthy name. We marvel that so little of
this noble feeling yet remains ; but we would
gladly ‘wake that little into action by exhibit-
ing not an El Dorado in the far west, endowing
the fortunate finder with instantaneous wealth
-and power; ‘butno less certain_ affluence and
influence to be obtained :by patient and perse-
vering industry, unimpeded by heavy taxation,
and overwhelming competition.. Itisin newly
settled countries alone,.-that such paths lie
open; and our own. Coloniésoffer in this point
‘of view, facilities which perhaps no other part
.of the world can afford, independently of the
‘hold which our language;:laws, and customs
have on . the Lest feéelings of our mnatures.
"With this limitation the field is large, and
‘requires a.mnice discrimination to select the
_particular spot which shall best suit the desires

and objects of the emigrant. Leaving*/thos
connected with the other Colonial possessions;
of Great Britain to manifest their peculiar.
advantages, we deem it our bhounden-duty:to
call'the specific attention of the class'to which’
we have alluded, to the fact—that zhis is ‘&
time unprecedently favorable for, the location
of settlers of adequate means in South Austra:
lia, and that capital may be there safely in-:
vested with every prospect of a most substantial
return. The concurrent testimony of the
Public Journals of the Colony, and a variety of
private correspondence, some of which has ap-
peared in our pages, bears out the assertion.
They' all represent capital as the one thing
most needed to ensure prosperity, and specially
recommend an immediate emigration of those
who possess, but cannot employ it at ‘home.
It will be well to look at a few of those things
which seem to warrant the recommendation.
We have room only for a summary, and must
leave till another occasion the more minute
consideration ; and first with reference to the
country itself: it is not a country unexamin--
ed and untried-—its climate has been proved
by thousands, to’ be healthy and agreeable—
its soil has been cropped, and found to beof fair
average fertility—its pastures have fed sheep,
and fattened cattle in multitudes—it has its
towns and villages, its roads, ports, harbours,
and bridges, its public buildings, and public
institutions. Itis nota country whose posses-
sion is either doubtful or dangerous—its land is
freehold, without reservation, and exposed to no
vexatious and conténding claims of ownership.
[t possesses a settled and economical govern-
ment, and affords all necessary protection in
its police and military establishments from the
native inhabitants, who are few and generally
inoffensive. It has not been subject to de-
vastating visitation ; sufficient rain has fallen
there, . even when neighbouring settlements
have been suffering from drought;: water is
easily procurable, and many parts are fertilized
by rivulets and streams in every direction;
the hot winds, which are most feared, occur
but infrequently, and have seldom done serious
injury to any portion of the crops. Many of
these advantages South Australia has always
enjoyed, but there are some arising more im-
mediately from its present circumstances.
There is an abundance of labor in the Colony,
and, consequently wages are moderate. Thus
the greatest- hindrance to a settler’s progress,
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and to the beneficial employment of his capital, is
removed; and should labor gradually become scarcer,
as it no doubt will, there is a reserve of many thousand
pounds to keep up the supply, besides what future land
sales, the half of whose product is to be applied to
Emigration, may produce. The equality of the sexes
has been pretty well maintained, and thus the natural
increase of the population has been insured, and a
supply of female and children’s labor for the lighter
kinds of occupation provided. The cost of house-rent,
clothing, and all the necessaries of life are reduced
within the most reasonable limits, and the increasing
means of supply will prevent their again attaining an
extravagant rate. The stability of the Colony cannot
be questioned, it is based on its productions, which are
numerous and varied; it already exports wool, oil,
bone, slates, fat cattle, butter, cheése, &c.; besides raising
grain almost sufficient for its own consumption; its
mineral treasures will be found to be abundant, when
fairly developed ; and its adaptation to the growth of]
the vine, olive, orange, and other valuable fruits, offer
a variety of opportunities for the exercise of enterprise
and skill.

Our space will not allow us to enlarge on this in-
teresting subject in the present number. We have
offered no evidence in support of the assertions we
have made : it may be found in nearly every column
of our paper. All we ask is that those of our readers
who wish to know the truth will examine it for them-
selves. Let them read it carefully, weigh the testi-
mony of one witness against that of another, determine
fairly the degree of credence they can yield to state-
ments which there is no good reason to suppose are
knowingly exaggerated, far less wilfully falsified;
and we will cheerfully leave them to determine, whether
or not the present position of the Colony of South
Australia is such as will warrant their prudently trans-
ferring their persons and property to its shores.

We commence our new series in a somewhat differ-
ent form, and with a new type. The alteration will
allow of a small increase in the quantity of matter; and
other arrangements will enable us to exercise a more
vigilant superintendence, and secure a greater degree of]
accuracy than heretofore.

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.—Since our last, Bills have
been introduced for the better regulation of the Govern-
ments of Newfoundland and New South Wales. New
South Wales is to have a Legislative Council of thirty
or more members—three-fifths in all cases to be ap-
pointed by the people, and the remaining two-fifths by
the Crown. The voter’'s qualification is to be the pos-
session of a freehold worth £200, or the occupancy of a
house of the yearly value of £20. Candidates must
possess a freehold worth £2000, or of the yearly value
of £200. The Colonial Revenue is to be charged with
£81,000 for the Governor’s and judicial establishments,
salaries of officers, and for public worship. Port
Phillip is still to be connected with the Government of]
New South Wales, and its limits are defined, which
settles the question as to the extension of South Aus-
tralia to the eastward. We hope to see a measure for
regulating the Government of the latter colony intro-
duced without delay.

Map or NORTH AND SouTH ADELAIDE.—From the
“South Australian News Letler,” we learn that a beautiful
and elaborate Map of the Town is now completed, and will
be forwarded by the Frances Yates, for the purpose of

"being immediately published. Every house, and every
building in the Town, of whatever nature, extent, or
character, is laid down, upon a uniform scale, and the
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most important buildings are pointed out, so that their
true position may be known by those “far away.” The
fences, gardens, walls, enclosures, &e. &ec., dre likewise
shewn, as also the number of every acre with a most
surprising accuracy, and will convey one of the most
faithful pictures of that City that could be given. The
clevations of some of the most important public edifices
will accompany the Map.

The whole is surveyed and laid down by G. S. King-
ston, Esq., and has occupied him nearly two years, and
it is the joint property of Mr. Kingston and Mr. E.
Stephens. It will be forwarded to the firm of E. J.
Wheeler & Co., of Winchester-house, Old Broad-street,
London, and will be dedicated (by permission) to Queen
Adelaide.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman at Adelaide to
the Secretary of the South Australian Society, dated
9th December, 1841.

“1 am very well pleased with the substantial progress
the Colony has made ; the harvest is in full operation,
and though it will not be sufficient for the year's de-
mand, yet it is a very encouraging beginning. Indeed
as to the capabilities of the soil there is not a doubt,
this you may fully and conscientiously state.”

“ We want a migration of settlers of capital from
England, and if they who see the necessity of leaving
their mother country could take a glimpse of this
Colony, they would cease to feel any hesitation; there
never was a period when the settler of capital could
migrate with such advantage. All the experience of
the past is before him, and he must be wanting in
common sense if he fail to make the lesson of bygone
days instructive and useful to him in his onward pro-
gress. He avoids all the vast expenditure, the incon-
veniences, and the speculation which formerly existed,
and can go on his path with certainty.

I have had much experience of the climate, in long
and frequent journeyings, and confidently assert that
I have found my health better here than in England.
When I came out, however, I did not come with high
flown notions as to what I should find, but arriving
with moderate expectations, and with the fullest assu-
rance that South Australia was not free from many
inconveniences and disagreeables, I found my expecta-
tions surpassed, and even the height of our Australian
summer did not cause me to grumble or complain; I
believe most of the unfavorable reports have been
furnished by parties who, on landing, did not find all
the comforts and luxuries of an established country,
and who vented their spleen in letters, before reflection
came to their aid, and before the little annoyances, at
first suffered, were dissipated or lessened by the good
which further residence in the Colony, and an increased
experience invariably led them to discover.”

Extracts of Letters dated Adelaide, December 12th,
1841, (forwarded to the Editor, by an M.P.)

“ Dear Mother,—I now sit down to write my twelve
month’s experience in South Australia, and my second
letter to you. We are obliged to be very careful of our
diet in the summer months, for it is very hot three
months in the year, the remainder is most beautiful.
The country is every thing one would wish, for we can
grow apples, melons, cucumbers, and all kinds of fruit,
in the open air; wheat and barley yield much better
crops here than in England.”

“We-can get plenty of meat and clothes, for we can
go to the grocer, draper, and butcher with £5 order at a
time. I went last evening to a draper.and had £5
worth of clothing, which I could never do in England,

h
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and I have now between £20 and £30 owing to me,
and have not work, half of my time, but we have two
large houses to build on our own account (for me and
men to carry on trade together). I hope you will try
to persuade S. and J. to come here if Emigration goes
on again; our wages here are very high, for I have got
more in one day here than I could in England ina
week. Provisions are not much dearer here than they
are with you, for we get the 2lb. loaf for 6d., beef and
mutton 43d. per lb., butter 1ls. 2d. per b, best soft
sugar 5d., dried apples ls., apricots 1s., peaches 1s. per
1b. I have now partaken of a large fruit pie that cost
1s.6d. ; for tea, good tea 3s. 6d. per 1b., of which we use
plenty. New milk 4d. per quart; men’s shoes 15s. per
pair, women's and children’s in proportion. Clothing of|
all descriptions full as cheap here as with you. We have
got 6s. 10d. per perch for building rough walls to be
plastered inside and out, and ls. 6d. per yard for plas-
tering, and that is thought very low.”
« Adelaide, Dec. 12, 1842.

« Dear Children,—I hope you will try to come here
if Emigration goes on again; you had better engage
with some master or other if you can, but if not, you
can come as brother and sister, and do not be led away
by the talk or advice of any one, for I can assure you,
with the love of a mother, you would be much better
off here than you are in England, for you would not
work half so hard here as you do now, and get four
times as much for it; for if you worked but three days
a week here, you would have plenty to live on, and you
could save one half of your wages, but if you go to
service, you might save £20 per year, for farm servants
are much wanted here.

« There are no cold winters to fear here, no going
out on a cold frosty or rainy day to draw turnips for the
cattle ; you may think that we have no turnips, but I
can tell you you are mistaken, for I have seen one 42
1bs. weight, a brocoli that measured 3-ft. 6-in. round,
and every vegetable abundant and cheap.”

TRANSACTIONS OF THE STATISTICAL
SOCIETY.

Our readers will recollect that the Statistical Society
was established in April, 1841, for the purpose of]
putting the public in England in possession of a faith-
ful statement of its real position and prospects; the
following is a portion of the first paper issued by the
Society :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE COMMERCIAL
TRADE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

(Ordered by the Society to be printed, 16th December.)

In the earliest period of the Colony, the traffic that
existed was naturally confined to the bare necessaries
of life. Provisions were supplied from England by the
Commissioners ; this was effected by stipulating with
owners of emigrant ships, to land in the province a
number of stores proportioned to the number of pas-
sengers they had brought out. The South Australian
Company also imported stores for the supply of the
Colony, which they sold wholesale and retail, to the
great convenience of the early settlers. This was im-
mediately given up so soon as other establishments
were formed. Subsequently, merchandize and pro-
visions were largely supplied from the neighbouring
Colonies.

‘About the middle of 1838, trade became more organ-
ized; shipments arrived direct from England ; the
wholesale and retail trades were divided ; and stores in
town began to be erected. Previously to the opening
of the New Port (in October, 1840), cargoes were
obliged to be discharged chiefly in ships’ boats. The
landing place was from a small boat canal, cut from the
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Creek, and only accessible for any description of craft
at high water, which, owing to peculiar phenomens,
takes place here generally about sunrise and sunset.
The bank on which the goods had to be landed being
but slightly elevated, was subject to inundation at high
tides, which occur frequently, and at uncertain intervale.
¥rom this circumstance, which it was impossible then
to remedy, great quantitics of goods were damaged and
others actually floated away. As it frequently hap-
pened that several ships would arrive together, their
cargoes were crowded upon this miserable landing
place far quicker than drays could be procured for
their removal, and they were thereby exposed to
plunder and damage for many days. i

Till the overland route from New South Wales was
practically established, the supply of working bullocks
was insufficient, which, together with the scarcity of
labor, made cartage to the town (a distance of seven
miles) extravagantly high. Pillage on the road was
of frequent occwrence, and which, from the impos-
sibility of procuring other carriers, the owners of goods
had little means of preventing.

Storeage in town, at the period we treat of, was
insufficient, from which cause many goods were again
subjected to deterioration, not only from exposure to
the wet, but also to the heat of the climate, which
materially injures liquors, and causes the packages of
many dry goods to shrink so as to fall in pieces.

These inconveniences, under which consignees la-
bored, rendered it difficult to furnish complete and
satisfactory accounts of sales for goods entrusted to
their care. To obviate this, and to prevent a recur-
rence of similar causes of complaint, many parties wero
induced to build warehouses, for which the exhorbitant
cost of labor and materials frequently carried the ex-
penditure far beyond all ecalculation. This has, how-
ever, been unjustly pleaded as an excuse, by some
consignees, for irregularity in their remittances. It
should, however, be borne in mind that although con-
signors may have had to wait for returns, they have
had, on the other hand, fewer losses to sustain from
damage. Another cause of the irregularities in busi-
ness arose from many persons quite unacquainted with
commercial pursuits being driven into trade, because of
its greater profits, and in consequence of their being
often prevented from following rural pursuits — the
surveys of land not being equal to the demand.

The great inconvenience of the Old Port occasioned
the formation of a new one in & more eligible situation
(the advantages of which are stated in another Report).
This was opened in October, 1840, since which period
the management of goods has been rendered much
more safe and easy, although the distance from the
town makes a forwarding agent still necessary there.
At the New Port there are substantial bonding ware-
houses and cellars adequate to the present trade of the
place. There is also, in the town, a bonding store for
the convenience of merchants.

Goods are generally sold at a credit of three months,
for which an acceptance is mostly given, but for largo
parcels, or for goods of heavy sale an extension of
credit is sometimes allowed.

Between the sitting of the Supreme Court (held only
three times a year) great difficulty frequently arose in
the recovery of debts. It is, however, expected that
this will be partially remedied by a more frequent
sitting of the Court, and that a Bankrupt and Insolvent
Act which has lately come into force, will prevent
fraudulent preference to creditors.

There exist no data on which to found a detailed
statement of the Imports and Exports previously to
this year. Appended will be found the’ official returns
published this year. In the absence of official docu-
ments, your Sub-Committes deem it right to enter at
some length upon a statement of those goods which
have hitherto formed the chief articles of commerce.






