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Tue long desired measure for the settlement
of the affairs of South Australia has at length
been introduced into Parliament. We cheer-
fully and gratefully acknowledge the extent of
the relief it-is proposed to afford to this de-
serving Colony ; and congratulate our friends
on the encouraging prospect of its speedily
overcoming the fearful difficulties with which
it has been contending. At the same time we
deem it a duty to record our deep regret that
this assistance was not more promptly ren-
dered. Twelve months have elapsed since the
Select Committee submitted to the House of
Commons the recommendations upon which
the present Bill is founded ; and during that
period the colonists have endured their severe-
est trials. The remembrance of these will
however, we trust, be forgotten in the long
course of prosperity, which cannot fail to at-
tend their persevering industry under the
favorable circumstances, in which they may
confidently expect in future to be placed.

Lord Stanley’s intimate acquaintance with
the affairs of the Colony, enabled him to put
the case of South Australia in a very clear
“point of view. After alluding to its early
history, and to the defects in the system upon
which it was established, the noble Lord en-
tered into a detail of the liabilities incurred by
the Colony which may be shortly stated thus:
1. Parliamentary Grant advanced

Jast year.. .. .c.oeeecmooosct £155,000
9. Bills of Col. Gawler remaining

unpaid. . .ceaaaeernenc e 27,290
3. Bills of Capt. Grey on account

of the emigrants maintained at .

the public expense...... ... 17,646

. Amount borrowed by Commis-
sioners bearing interest at from

G6tolOpercent..........-- 85,800
5. Outstanding debts of Col. Gaw-

ler's Government .. .... .- 35,000
6. Amount borrowed from Land

and Emigration Fund ...... 84,697

Amounting in allto .... £405,433

These liabilities he proposed to dispose of in
the following manner. He would call upon
Parliament to forego the repayment of the
first sum of £155,000; would submit the expe-
diency of making good the 427,290 for Col.
Gawler’s unpaid bills (2) and sanctioning the

£17,646 expended by Capt. Grey in support-
ing unemployed emigrants. The Bonds 4)
by an understanding with the holders would
remain outstanding at an interest of 3% per
cent., guaranteed by the British Treasury, and
for which he should propose provision out of
the Consolidated Fund. The outstanding
debts of Colonel Gawler and the sum due to
the Land and Emigration Fund he could
not now call upon Parliament to make good.
The former of the two (5) he stated to be
sums advanced to Government under a full
knowledge of the peremptory orders which
Col. Gawler had received, not to draw any
further.,” Governor Grey had however been
authorized, to issue in the colony Debentures
bearing interest not exceeding 5 per cent., on
account of these claims. In addition he noti-
fied his intention of moving in the estimates
a vote of £15,000 to carry on the Government
during the present year, expressing his hope
and belief that with this assistance it would
make sure advances to prosperity. The pro-
positions were embodied in three resolutions
(see Parliamentary proceedings) which the
House affirmed, and a bill has since been in-
troduced to carry them into effect. ‘We again
acknowledge our obligations to Government
for the very liberal manmer in which they
have come forward to relieve South Australia
from its embarrassments. There is, indeed,
one point, in which the noble Secretary for
the Colonies appears to be in error, and which
we think may be the means of inflicting an
injury on some innocent persons. We refer
to the outstanding claims on Col. Gawler’s

government. A considerable portion of these
claims were for contracts furnished before the
prohibition to draw had arrived, but were not
due till after that period; and one sum of
£11,000 was, at the time, stated to be owing
on account of public buildings in the course of
erection ; the remainder being for absolute
necessaries. Under these circumstances we
trust his Lordship may yet see the .propriety
of recommending an advance of this sum,
which, as it is due chiefly to parties in the
colony, will be one great means of enabling
them to overcome their difficulties.

Before our next publication the «Bill to
provide for the better Government of South
Australia,” will doubtless have passed into a
Law; and the only objection which the in-
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tending emigrant capitalist could fairly have raisedj

against the colony will be removed; henceforth every
thing will be in favor of the settler. We need not re-
peat the statements to which we called his attention in
our last. They are supported by no less an authority
than Tord Stanley himself, who in proposing the reso-
lutions above refeired to, stated that ¢ he did not be-
lieve there was any part of the Australian dominions
which afforded a fairer prospect to persons disposed to
emigrate with certain capital, and to employ that capi-
tal in the purchase of land and agricultural labor;
because the effect of the measures which had been
taken, had been to render the supply of labor super-
abundant, and consequently to reduce the rate of
wages.” Capt. Grey in concluding his financial minute
of the 10th Febuary mukes the following observations.

“ Itisto be supposed that the tide of capitalist emigra-
tion will soon again set into these shores. The very
great agricultural capabilities of the province are now
fully established, by the productive harvest which has
Just been concluded, and by the concurrent testimony
of all the leading agriculturists. The highly moral
state of the population, added to the great security of
life and property, which prevails throughout the pro-
vince, must necessarily weigh with intending emigrants.
The great quantity of surveyed and selected land, cou-
prled with the easy access afforded to it by the great
lines of communication which have been either com-
pleted or are in the course of rapid progress, afford
facilities to increasing settlers which have hitherto been
unknown in young communities, whilst the abundance
and cheapness of stock, and the low price of labour and
provisions of every kind, render this a most profitable
time for the investment of capital. It is,” he finally
says, ‘“impossible that such advantages can for any
length of time be overloolked.”

If further testimony be needed, then we refer to
two letters, one from a native of Van Diemen’s Land,
and the other from a gentleman residing at Hamburgh,
which will be found under the head of correspon-
dence. The latter communication is confirmed by the
correspondent of the Alorning Chronicle, who thus
writes from that City on the 8th instant.

 Apropos of New Holland the Danish vessel ¢ Skiold’
has arrived here from Adelaide, South Australia, with
some samples of wheat, oats, and barley grown in that
colony, which kave excited the admiration of all who
have scen them. They are destined for Mr. Holmers,
who has a pet farm at Ham, about three miles from
this City, to whom they have been transmitted from
Adelaide by some of the enterprising Germans located
there.”

PropucE OF THE SEasox, 1841—1842.—Four ships
the ¢ Duke of Sussex,” “ Frances Yates,” ¢ FFama,” and
« Daniel Wheeler,” have already arrived from Adelaide
bringing 1627 bales wool, 74 casks oil, 256 bundles
whalebone, 9 casks seal skins, 82 gum and stringy wood
planks, besides sundries including samples of salted beef,
and leather. The “ Daphne” for Liverpool and Glas-
gow, and “ Guiana” for London, were loading chiefly
with wool, at last dates. A small surplus of wool will
be probably shipped, vie Sydney and Van Dieman’s
Land.

Covroxizatiox CommissioNeErs.—This Board has is-
sued an advertisement calling the attention of pur-
chasers of colonial lands, to the large quantity of
surveyed land now open for selection in South Australia,
and quotes prices of provisions, which are wunusally
low, presenting great advantages to emigrant capi-
talists. Flour per lb., retail, 3}d, bread per 4 lb. loaf
1s,, beef and mutton per 1b. 4d., butter per 1b. 1s. 3d.,
potatoes per 1b, 14d., ontmeal 2d., milk per quart 6d.
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View orF Hack's Fary.— This little print litho-
graphed from a sketch by Colonel Gawler, conveys a
better idea of the appearance of the Country Lands in
South Australia, than'any thing we have yet seen. Its
moderate price places it within the reach of all.

Secoxvary Town's Association.—The directors of
this association have received the plan of their two spe-
cial surveys on the river Light, which they will shortly
publish.

Mar oF ADELAIDE.—Our readers will see by an
advertisement in our last paper, that this splendid map
is about to be published. We are sure that every per-
son interested in the Colony, will desire to possess a
copy, and trust that a long list of subscribers will en-
courage the proprietors and publisher to bestow more
than ordinary care and pains on so mnique a produc-
tion.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Extract from a letter to o Merchant in London, dated
Adelaide, January, 1842.

“ From my cxperience in Van Diemen’s Land, where
I have been brought up, I am able to form perhaps a
better opinion of the capabilities of this place, than
people arriving from the mother country.

“The harvest has now been got in,* and I can boldly
assert that in Van Diemen’s Land (celebrated for its
good wheat) I never saw finer than this Colony has
produced; and further, still the extent of available
good land being in this as 4 to I in proportion with
that of the sister Colonies, and the working of the land
now being 25 per cent. lower than theirs, the conse-
quence must be a degree of prosperity never equalled.

“A most scvere lesson has been inflicted on the
mercantile community of Adelaide, occasioned partly
by their short sightedness, partly by the vast sums
drawn from them by the other Colonies for the neces-
saries of life, but more particularly by the unfortunate
non-payment of Colonel Gawler’s Drafts, which com-
menced the panic in England and utterly ruined them
here.

“That Colonel Gawler has done good rather than
harm to the Colony itself scems quite apparent to me,
(however ruinous it may have been to individuals) for
he has been the means of raising large and permanent
buildings, which seem intended for a lasting and im-
portant Colony, and thus setting the example, buildings
seem to spring out of the ground by magic, so as to
surpass any in Launceston, this giving a tone to the
Colony, and a degree of importance which will ensure
attention from home. The lesson has been severe, but
the tide has now changed and a prosperous future is
davwning for this place; cattle and sheep are now re-
duced to as low a rate as in the other Colonies, and
provisions are cheaper; Colonial vessels are gra-
dually falling off, the Colony now feeding itself ; this is
already a great result, but next year we anticipate a
large exportation, the probable consequence of the im-
mense farming operations carried on at the present
time.

“ One of my principal reasons for speaking so confi-
dently of the future welfare of this Colony is founded
on the fact, that two thirds of the land here belong to
wealthy people at home, who, when they see the result
of even this season’s labor, will send out capital where-
with to render valuable the large sums they have
already expended, and thus ensure the cultivation of
the whole of this beautiful province.”

* Note by a Cornfactor in London, June, 1842. A sample of
Wheat grown at Klemzig, near Adelaide, has been examined at
Mark Lane, and pronounced to be equal in quality to the best
English or Continental supplies, and estimated at the highest
Market value,
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a letter to a merchant in London, dated
Hamburgh, July 6th, 1842.

«Your letter with a copy of a native of Van Diemen’s
Land’s letter from Adelaide, afforded us very great
gratification. I have shewn it to several friends who
are equally gratified with myself. Mr.S.is translating
the letter for insertion in the Alfona Mercury and other
papers. I think it of too great importance to keep up
an interest in South Australia throughout Germany to
omit any step which can promote it ; and this is all I
can do to second the untiring efforts which you make
to secure the prosperity of the colony and the success
of its inhabitants. The ¢ Skiold, a Danish vessel,
which proceeded from hence to South Australia last
year with emigrants has returned to this port. The
captain is a very intelligent man ; he has brought with
him samples of wheat, barley, and oats, grown there,
which the best judges of corn in Hamburgh have de-
clared to be equal (the oats superior) to any corn they
know. 'Thus the letter of your friend is confirmed by
the evidence of the captain and by the samples which
he has brought with him ; this will be mentioned in a
nota bene at the foot of the letter in the Altona Mercury.
The captain speaks very favourably of the colony.
He says the roud between Adelaide and the Port is a
superb one, and I am convinced that his presence in
Hamburgh will be of considerable benefit to South
Australia.

« T received, about 14 days since, a letter from China,
from a German who procecded to Adelaide as steward
on board the €Goshawk,” some years ago. He an-
nounces his projected return to Hamburgh in a short
time, and states it to be his intention to proceed again
to South Australin, which, as he says, ‘is the only
place to which an industrious person ought to proceed
with the prospect of improving his condition.” This
letter is copied to in the Hamburgh Abend Zeitung, a
paper which has an extensive farming connection 3 and
I am sure that these matters cannot be too well known
throughout Germany.

« T wish I could do more to encourage your efforts,
I know you are not properly scconded at home, but
South Australia must triumph. The concwirent testi-
mony in its favor is too strong to admit of any doubt
on this head, or to occasion any fear that the outery in
favor of New Zealand should direct people’s attention
from the former colony.”

Extract from

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS.
Tuesday, July 5th, 1842.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

On the motion of Lorp STANLEY, ¢ That the house
resolve itself into a committee of the whole house,” M.
GREENE in the chair,

TLord STANLEY rose to move the resolutions of
which he had given notice, respecting the colony of
South Australia. The noble Lord, who was very indis-
tinctly heard in consequence of the noise in the house,
said: it would be in the recollection of the house, that
when the colony of South Australia was established,
the management of its affairs was intrusted to a board
of unpaid commissioners. The provision of the act
for the government of the colony was, that no burthens
should be thrown on the mother country in consequence
.of the measure, but that the expenditure should be
borne by the colony. It was, of course, necessary that
provision should be made to defray the heavy expenses
incidental to the establishment of such a society—ex-
penses the amount of which seemed not to have been
calculated upon by the originators of the scheme.
Power was therefore given to the commissioners to raise
a sum not exceeding £200,000, by borrowing on the
future credit of the colony. Money was borrowed at

19

an extravagant rate of interest, and the colony, without
the means of defraying its current expenses, was soon
saddled with a heavy debt of from 85,0001 to 86,0001.,
bearing interest at 10 per cent. The political adminis-
tration of the colony was intrusted to a governor ap-
pointed by the Crown; but it was soon found that the
division of authority thus made tended to paralyze the
action of both departments of the colonial Government.
In 1840 the noble lord opposite (I.ord J. Russel) thought
it expedient to take the control of these matters out of
the hands of unpaid commissioners, and placed it in
the hands of commissioners acting under the immediate
control of the Colonial-office. According to the arrange-
ment made by the noble lord, the same persoi was
appointed resident commissioner, under the authority of
the commissioners, and governor under authority of the
Crown. This got rid of the evil of having two separate
authorities in the colony ; but an inconvenience arose
from the circumstance of the governor having, as it
were, two masters, and receiving instructions of a very
conflicting nature, which he knew not how to execute.
In the meantime the affairs of the colony continued in
a state of great confusion, and in July, 1841, they ap-
peared to be rapidly procecding towards a state of in-
solvency. The provisions with regard to the political
administration of the colony which he proposed to in-
troduce into the bill he wished to submit to the con-
sideration of the house, would closely follow the recom-
mendations of the committce of last year, a power being
reserved to Her Majesty of establishing in the colony
a popular representative system, when circumstances
should appear to justify it. With respect to the finan-
cial difficulties of the colony, it would be recollected
that last year an advance was made from the Treasury
here to the colony of 155,000/, which sum was to be
repaid by the colony, instructions having been sent out
to Coloncl Gawler to abstain from drawing any more
bills on the Treasury in England. Colonel Gawler,
on receiving these instructions, did not, unfortunately,
comply with them. Acting on what he considered a
pressing emergency, he applied to the lixecutive Council
for advice, and continued to draw on the Treasury from
the 17th February, 1841, till the 24th of April, 1841,
certain bills which were not honored. On the 10th of
May, 1841, Captain Grey superseded Colonel Gawler ;
and he found that the expenditure of the colony, which
had been estimated by the committee of last year at
70,0001, had considerably increased. ‘'The expense of
the public establishmentswas approaching 94,0007, and
there were other expenses, from public works and other
sources, increasing the expenditure to 150,0001., while
the whole amount of revenue which existed to meet
this expenditure did not exceed 30,000/, It therefore
became nccessary to put a stop to this expenditure,
and Captain Grey entered on the task with so much
zeal and activity, that he reduced it to a sum not ex-
ceeding 34,6000, effecting a saving of nearly 115,0007.
These measures of economy necessarily threw into
distress a large amount of population, who depended
for subsistence on the Government expenditure. Many
of the works in the town of Adelaide, though at present
unproductive, would unquestionably be of great service
and utility to the colony ultimately. They had now,
however, attracted speculation towards them, with-
drawing it from those other sources of public prosperity
which, though more slow, were nevertheless more
certain in their development. The result of this was
the rising of prices, both of labor and produce; and
when a practice of economy was introduced, a vast
number of persons being thrown out of cmployment,
received, under a plan which was obnoxious to great
abuses, and entailed a heavy expense, support from the
Government. Abuses similar to those which existed
under the worst administration of the old Poor Law,
made their appearance, and in consequence of this

positive instructions were issued that assistance should







