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Wk this day present our readers with an
epitome of the New Act for the relief and bet-
ter government of South Australia; which has
recently passed both Houses of Parliament,
with scarcely the shadow of an opposition. This
measure has justly given greatsatisfaction to the
friends of the Colony here, and will be hailed
with joy by the Colonists themselves, as herald-
ing a new era of advancement and prosperity,
by which the difficulties-and trials they have so
nobly endured, will, we trust, but enable them
more effectually to profit. Connecting with
it the vote, taken in a Committee of Supply,
of £59,936, to discharge the unpaid drafts of
the late Governor, and to meet those of Capt.
Grey, for the support of unemployed emi-
grants; we have an amount of relief to the
Colony, which is, with a single exception—
the advance of the £35,000, to pay off the
outstanding debts of Col. Gawler’s govern-
‘ment—the most complete that could be ex-
pected or desired. The gratitude of all in-
terested in the welfare of South Australia, is
due to the noble Lord at the head of the
Colonial Department, for the manly and liberal
manner in which he has come to the assistance
of a deserving Colony: and we hope some
plan will be proposed by which these obli-
gations may be duly acknowledged, and an
opportunity afforded of placing the province
in its new and most favorable circumstances,
prominently before the public eye. To this
latter object all the energies and resources of
its friends should now be directed, and we
earnestly call upon them to come forward and
promote it, even though it should entail a
trifling expenditure of time and money. Its
peculiar advantages are undeniable; they have
been asserted in Parliament itself; the evi-
dence which supports them is strengthened by
every day’s experience, and they should be
boldly and universally proclaimed.

. It is to an influx of capital from home that
the settlers will look for the ability to reap the
full benefit of the improved position in which
the New Act places them, and while no
settlement offers greater inducements to the
capitalist, and-while an almost overwhelming
pressure is experienced in the mother country,
‘it surely requires but a united and well-directed
effort to secure the fulfilment of so reasonable
an expectation. . This is the only way in'which
the ‘great capabilities, and resources of the

Colony can be brought out, or by which an
adequate return for the large sums invested
in its lands can be secured; and it therefore
becomes the duty and interest of the proprie-
tary in Great Britain to co-operate with the
Government in the honourable endeavour to
remove the difficulties which have for a mo-
ment retarded its successful progress. Sure
we are, that if this be done, as it might and
ought to be done, neither Lord Stanley, nor
the country at large, will ever have cause to
regret the assistance they have been induced
to afford; but, on the contrary, we believe
that South Australia will yet prove itself
““one of the cheapest Colonies Great Britain

ever possessed.”

SOUTH AUSTRALIA ACT.

This Act is entitled “ An Act to provide for the
better Government of South Australia,” and is dated
30th July, 1842. The following is an epitome.

The first Clause recites the two former acts relating
to this province, and provides for their repeal. Clause 2
provides—That all laws and ordinances passed, or things
lawfully done under the former acts shall retain their
validity, excepting such as relate to the future appro-
priation of the Revenue, or its liability to any charges
to which it may have been made subject. Clause 3
enacts—That suits or actions against the Colonization
Commissioners may be continued as if the former acts
had not been repealed, and that they may sue or be
sued in respect of any thing done before such repeal.
Clause 4—That no convicts shall ever be sent to the pro-
vince of South Australia. Clause 5—That it shall be law-
ful for Her Majesty, by a commission, with the advice of
her Privy Council, to constitute within the said colony,
a Legislative Council, consisting of the Governor and
at least seven other persons, authorized to make
Laws for its peace, order, and government; to deter-
mine the selection or appointment of councillors, the
tenure of their offices, the course of proceeding in the
enactment of laws and their transmission for Her
Majesty’'s confirmation or disallowance—such rules
and orders to have the force of law till revoked or altered
by Her Majesty. Clause 6—That Her Majesty, by
commission, may convene a General Assembly, to be
elected by the Freeholders and other inhabitants of the
colony, and may aunthorize the Governor to make Laws
with the advice and consent of the General Assembly
and the Legislative Council; or of a General Assem-
bly alone, composed in such proportions as may seem
meet to Her DMajesty, of persons nominated by Her
Majesty and of others elected as aforesaid; may esta-
blish rules and orders for the nomination or election of
members of the General Assembly; determine the
place of election, and for that purpose divide the
colony into electoral districts; determine the qualifi-
cation of the persons to be elected, and of the voters
at such elections, and all other things which it may be
expedient to provide in order to the meeting of any

such’ General - Assembly: and may reserve to the
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Governor of the colony the exclusive right of ini-
tiating all votes of public money; and may establish
the same rules and orders respecting laws made by
the General Assembly as are before mentioned in
reference to laws made by a Legislative Council.
Clause 7—recites the manner in which certain sums
amounting to £85,800 were borrowed by the Commis-
sioners, under the authority of the former acts, and
for carrying them into execution; and enacts that
the Holders of Bonds or Securities for such sums
shall in future receive one uniform rate of interest
of £3 10s. per cent. per annum, they having signified
their consent, provided the said rate of interest was
duly assured to them. Clause 8—assures the payment
of the said interest or annuities, by authorizing the ad-
vance of such interest out of the consolidated fund,
when the general revenue of the Colony is insufficient
to provide for the same, such advances as well as
the sums assured by the bonds or securities, to con-
tinue a charge on the colonial revenue, to he hereafter
repaid. Clause 9 enacts—That the sum of £155,000
advanced to the commissioners under an Act passed
last session, shall be taken to have been granted in aid
of the revenues of South Australia, and all claim for
the repayment of principal, or interest abandoned.
Clause 10 enacts—That the Governor may issue deben-
- tures, bearing interest at not more than 5 per cent. per
annum, in satisfaction of certain debts and engagements
incurred and contracted in respect of the said Colony,
and yet unliquidated, both principal and interest to be
chargeable on and payable out of the revenues of the
Colony. Clause 11 provides—That in the event of a
general assembly being convened, Her Majesty in
council, may reserve and set apart from the revenue
arising within the Colony, such a sum of mohey, by
way of civil list as may be necessary for the maintain-
ance and support of the civil Government, and the ad-
ministration of justice in the Colony, such sum not to
exceed the sum previously assigned for the same pur-
poses by the Legislative Council, and also the further
sums necessary for the payment of the interest or
annuities, before provided for. Clause 12 enacts—
That the Act shall take effect within the Colony, on
Proclamation by the Governor, within one month after
“its receipt ; and 13—definesthe Governor to be the per-
son lawfully administering the government of the
Colony.

SoutH AusTRALIA.—The following return has been
published by order of the House of Commons, and
shews low the state of finance stands between the
colony and the mother country.

An estimate of the sum required to be voted in the
year 1842, to enable her Majesty to liquidate certain
bills drawn by the Governors of South Australia, since
the end of the year 1840. )

Governor Gawler's Bills on the Colonization Com-

INISSIONers. ..ottt . £27,290

Governor Grey's Bills on the Lords Com-

missioners of the Treasury—

Paid ....... Cererseenns £17,646
Estimated future ........ 15,000
£32,646
£59,936

Woor Sares.—The sales of colonial wool just con-
cluded, contained 4602 bags Australian, of which 241
were from Adelaide. The following were the prices
realized—

....... .1s. 4d. to 1s. 7d.
Inferior L2 1 4
The wool from Adelaide improves both in quality and
condition, but in many cases the packing was . very
injudicious—putting several qualities in one bag must
necessarily prejudice the sale.
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O1L.—The oil, ex “ Daniel Wheeler,” and Fama,’
realized from 297. 15s, to 34, 10s. per ton; Bone from
161L to 1771. per ton. These, it must however be 're-
marked, are extreme prices, arising from the very
limited catch of the season. ’

LaxDMARKS IN SoUuTH AUSTRALIA.—We have been
requested by a friend, himself a large proprietor in the
Colony, to remind landowners in England of the ne-
cessity of instructing their agents in Adelaide, to take
particular care that the stakes or stones which mark
the limits of their unoccupied sections be carefully re-
placed when accidentally destroyed or removed. ¥rom
a want of this precaution great difficulty has been found
in tracing the bounds of some properties, and in some
cases the expense of a partial resurvey, by the proper
officers, has been entailed.

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS.
S8OUTH AUSTRALIA.

On Tuesday, July 19th, the House of Commons
went into Committee in the South Australia Bill.

Mr. HuME expressed strong disapprobation of the
conduct of the late Government with reference to the
colony of South Australia. In his opinion, its affairs,
from the time Lord Stanley ceased to he Colonial
Secretary till he returned to that office, had been
grossly mismanaged. Colonel Gawler, he thought,
had been guilty of great extravagance, the credit of
the colony had been seriously injured, and he thought
that the loan now asked for ought not to be granted.
He should propose that the colony be held liable for
the whole of the advance to be made ; and he should,
therefore, move that the clause relieving the colony
from its responsibility be omitted.

Lord StaNLEY said, it was no part of his duty to
defend the late Government, but he would not go
the length of the hon. member for Montrose, in
saying that Lord Glenelg and the noble Lord the
member for London, should be held responsible. The
misfortunes of the colony were not owing so much to
Ministers, as to Parliament. He doubted wether the
proposition of the hon. member for Montrose would, if
agreed to, effect what he wished; he certainly should
oppose anything of the sort, for there could be no more
effectual mode of paralyzing an infant colony than to
require that it should, under such circumstances, be
embarrassed with the responsibility which the hon.
member now proposed to attach to it.

Mr. B. Woop supported the motion of the hon.
member for Montrosé.

Mr. HuME said, his object was to have that clause
struck out, and to leave the matter to be treated ac-
cording to the existing Act of Parliament.

The committee then divided, and the numbers were—

For the clause .......... veee 73
Againstit .................. 10
Majority.....oovuun.... —63

The clause was then agreed to, as also were the
remaining clauses of the Bill, without discussion.

Similar opposition was offered by Mr. Hume on the
third reading, but the Bill passed by a large majority.
It has since passed the Upper House, and received the
Royal assent on the 30th July.

SUPPLY—SOUTH AUSTRALIA. )

The House of Commons went into Committee of
Supply, on Friday, July 29th, 1842.

On the proposal of a sum not exceeding 59,9361 be
voted to Her Majesty to enable Her Majesty to liqui-
date certain bills drawn by the Government of South
Australia since the year 1840, Mr. HuME said, he
must have further explanation before he agreed to the
vote. ‘At present the House Imew nothing of ‘this ex-
penditure. There was plenty of land in South Aus- -
tralia, which might be sold by degrees in order to pay
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_ this money, and why therefore should the people of
England be taxed to pay it?

The CuanceLLorR of the EXCHEQUER said, poor
individuals had gone out to the colony on the faith of
the proceedings in Parliament, and were unable to
support themselves when they arrived there; and the
bills had been drawn for maintaining such of the popu-
lation as were absolutely destitute of any means of|
support. The Governor had not thought it right to
refuse to discount those bills, when the lives of so
many persons depended on it as a means of sub-
sistence.

Lord StaNLeEY said, that at the time of Captain
Grey’s arrival in the colony, its expenditure was at
the rate of about 90,000l over and above the interest
of the debt. But Captain Grey had reduced it from
90,0001, to between 30,000L. and 40,0007 ; and it was
hoped that next year it would be necessary to call
upon Parliament for little or nothing to assist them.
1t had been for the immediate purposes of the colony,
and to cover the distress occasioned partly by the debt
that Captain Giey had been obliged to incur a heavy
expenditure for the maintenance of persons absolutely
in a state of pauperism. Lord Stanley had every
expectation that next year a very trifling sum, if any,
would be required in aid of the colony.

After some further discussion, the vote was agreed to.

CORRESPONDENCE.

addressed to the « Editor of the
from a highly respectable
settler, who, for the last three years, has been familar
with the operations he describes. We particularly re-
commend it to the attention of farmers and capitalists,
who often desire exact information on the particular
points to which this letter refers.

The following letter,
Paisley Advertisery” 1is

Craigdarroch, Mount Barker,
South Australia, 21st Jan., 1842.

Sir,—Having received several letters lately from
various respectable parties resident in the west of
Scotland, requesting me to communicate to them the
state of matters in this colony, with the prospects it
holds out to intending emigrants, I would, with much
pleasure, have replied to those writers severally ; but,
with your kind permission I prefer giving publicity to
the opinions I entertain respecting South Australia, its
present state, and its future prospects, grounded on a
three years' residence in the colony. My inquiring
friends will, I trust, excuse this mode of replying; and
as no interested motive influences me on the subject,
my only desire being to make the colony more generally
known, I shall state nothing which I believe to be incor-
rect, or to the truth of which I am unwilling to pledge
my name.

The climate of South Australia may be pronounced
one of the finest climates any person could desire to
live in—the most disagreeable part of it being a few
hot days in the months of January and February,
during the warmth of summer. The winter months
are extremely mild—more resembling choice spring
weather in Scotland than anything else; sunshine and
shower, with frost during the nights, but very slight,
and sometimes @ hail shower. Ouly once have I seen
a fall of snow, and that a very slight one, since I came
here. Summer or winter the trees are always green,
and for about nine months in the year the country
looks.very rich in verdure, especially while the grass
and wild flowers are getting ripe and in seed. In
December, January, and February, the heat of sum-
mer gives the country rather a dry.look. On my
arrival in the colony, 17th January, 1839, it looked
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from 3000 to 4000, Little had been done towards
settling on the country sections, and as little towards
cultivation, at that early stage of the colony, for various
reasons—amongst others, the backward state of the
survey department preventing permanent location, the
extravagant rate of wages, and the high price of provi-
sions, making it doubtful whether it would remunerate
the employer. DMany intending farmers were induced
by these means to congregate in Adelaide, become
purchasers of town lands, build houses for the accom-
modation of themselves, as well as those newly arrived,
thereby by their own presence and example raising the
value of town property, and enticing others by their
success in reselling, to become buyers. While this
unsound state of things lasted, a continuous drain of
money was going out of the colony for the importation
of all the necessaries of life, and it was not till the
emigrants betook themselves to the country in large
numbers, that real prosperity began to dawn on South
Australia. The soil once tried proved most productive,
suitable for every description of cropping practised in
Scotland, with the addition of maize and tobacco, the
planting of which may be carried on very successfully.
The best proof I can advance of the capabilities of the
soil is, the increased attention paid to its cultivation.
In 1839, the first productive year of the colony, there
were 200 acres under crop; in the following year
about 2000. 1n 1841, about 8000 acres were cropped,
nearly 4,500 acres of which were in wheat; the re-
mainder in barley, oats, maize, and potatoes. Generally
speaking, the crops have been excellent—numerous
instances of 40 to 50 bushels per acre occurring ; but
I think 25 to 30 bushels may with fairness be set
down as the average. The potatoos are good, and also
the barley; oats have not been extensively cultivated.
The samples of wheat are equal to good samples in
England, in point of weight. From the fact of upwards
of 35,000 acres being fenced in or under enclosure, it
may be expected that at least 15,000 acres will be
under crop during the present year. The generally
clear character of the country, more resembling park
scenery with you on a very large scale, than any com-
parison I can make, together with the facilities for
fencing, enable the farmer to get on'with a rapidity in
his operations quite unexpected, as it could not be
looked for in a country in its natural and wild state.
I have seen many sections of 80 acres of land, and
upwards, put under crop wholly in & single season, and
that with the plough, without requiring any clearing
whatever, no stump or tree jmpeding the plough’s
course ; such farms, sn the short space of one year,
presenting an appearance equal in point of beauty to
many of your choice farms in the Lowlands of Renfrew-
shire. The farm buildings may not, in such a short
space of time, be so complete as with you, as they
could not be expected to be, but when graced with a
good full stack-yard (as is the case with some hundreds
of farms in the colony), these look not so far amiss,
and are sure to be improved bye and bye. And as
surely will & fair share of the comforts, as well as the
luxuries of life, fall to the lot of the honest persevering
occupier, while a pretty independent sort of a feeling
must pervade his spirit as he views his own waving
fields and thriving stock; feelings too rarely experi-
enced by the generality of the farming tenantry, or even
small proprietors of lands in Scotland, with its fickle
climate and uncertain harvests. I think there are
about 500 farm steadings in the province, excluding all
villages, and about 400 sheep and cattle stations.
These are scattered over an extent of land of nearly 60
by 150 miles. South Australia has been fully proved
to be a grain-growing as well as a grazing country—a
sufficiency having been raised for its own consumption.
Grain will therefore jn future become an additional
article of export, the principal articles having hitherto

very parched. ‘At that time the colonists numbered

been wool and oil. 'The number of sheep in the pro-






