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Ar an earlier period of our labors we had
too much reason to complain of - the . illiberal
treatment experienced by South Australia at
the hands of the public press of this country.
Its Wholé power seemed to.be exerted to crush
dnd annihilage . the unfortunate object which
claimed and deserved ;support and protection.
Ascribing this unfair conduct to what we be-
Iieve to have been its true source, the want of
accurate "'and official information on ‘its real
position, and a.jealousy of. new and untried
theories, we cannot but express our satisfac-
tion at the change which has been gradually
operating since the Parliamentary enquiry has
evidenced the bona fide character of the pro-
gress which the.colony has made; and our
grateful acknowlédgments are due to-that. por:

 tion of the press, which wholly throwing off the

shackles of prejudice, has manifested a ready
disposition to take a.more impartial and gene-
rous view of.its situation and claims. :
While, howeéver; we cheerfully recognise
our general obligdtions’on this point, we can-
not be indifferent to the attempts occasionally
made to establish in the public mind, a pre-
ference for some particular and favorite colony,
by partial statement drid depreciating’ com-
parison. . We have always deemed, such pro-
ceedings as impolitic as dishonorable, and from
the very commencement of: our undertaking,
have acted on"a principle of the strictest
neutrality towards other settlements; neither

* openly attacking their supporters, nor even as-

sailing the grounds on which that support was
obtained. - ' We are almost inclined to believe
that we should have done only justice to South
Australia had e occasionally sifted the high
sounding pretensions of some of her rivals;
at all events we might have spared -ourselves
the unpleasantness of néticing with reproba-
tion, such articles as that entitled, * Australia
Felix, v. South Australia,” in a recent number
of the Australasian Record: ‘This paper has
formerly doné good service to the colony, and
we are quite at'a loss to account for the ‘ap:
‘pearance of an article of so absurd and invi-
dious a character in 'its pages. .Could .we
suppose every readér of that Journal to be as
‘well acquainted -with the true state of the case
as the Editor of: a General Colonial Paper is,
or ought.to.be,, we might pass over this ridi-
culous effusion with the contempt it deserves;
but:considerihg the prevailing ignoraiice on
eolofifal” fdtters, it may be desirable to point

out one or two instances of such gross mis-

statement as will at' once invalidate the whole

of the evidence attempted to be set up, by
shewing the erroneous foundation on which
the calculations are .based. We will not oc-.
cupy the time of our readers with the sources
from' whence the statistics before us are de-

rived, and which are rather pompously set

forth; we will suppose them competent au-
thorities. Our business is rather with the

facts themselves ; and the ¢ state of matters on’

the 31st Dec., 1842,” is exhibited in a table

composed after the following manner, and.

containing errors, the magnitude of which
will presently appear :~—

Balance in

Australia  South favour of.

. Felix. Australia, Australia

o . Felix,

Wheat, bushels.... 47,810 4,723 . 43,117

Barley, ditto...... ’ 9,385 . 1,032 ~ 8,353

Oats, ditto....... B 29,825 373 29,252

Maize, ditto ..... . 1,340 847 493

Potatoes, tons .. .. 932 823 | 409
Sown grass or hay, ’ .

ditto .......... 900 460 © 440

** The result” says the writer “will scarcely
be palatable to the Southern "Australians,”
and we rather dgree with him. It is true that
Australia Felix was first occupied as a sort of

grazing ground, that the first imigrants arriv-

ing from the neighbouring colony of Van
Diemen’s Land, .brought with them a con-
siderable number of sheep and cattle, which
have been greatly increased by further supplies
from the same quarter, and by the flocks and
herds which the:people of New South Wales
have -driven into the settlement, induced by
the fine runs said to abound there, We were
not unprepared therefore to find ourselves
out-done in this respect, and are not much
chagrined at ¢‘ the result;” but in agricul-
tural pursuits, we had flattered ourselves that
South Australia, was' making wonderful pro-
gress, and fancied even that it was going
a-head of some of ‘her older competitors. If
the statements before us be true, and we are
told they are  facts based on figures,” there
is indeed room for dismay, and the industry
and enterprise—the smiling fields and rich
harvests in South Australia, of which we have
been accustomed to hear, must pass away like
a morning vision, before the astounding * fact”
as stated by this writer, that no ‘more than
4723 bushels of wheat were. grown in the
colony ‘during the .year 1841. Still every

assertion must not be taken for a ¢ fact,” even
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though * based on figures”; and on a more minute
examination we begin to discover a trifling exrror which
has escaped this sapient compiler of statistics. Will
the reader believe us when we tell him that he has
actually mistaken acres for bushels, and that the 4723
bushels of wheat should be 4723 acres of the same pre-
cious grain, each acre producing on the average 25
bushels, making a total of 118,075 bushels, and turning
the balance sadly against AusTrRaLIA I'ELIX, and in
favor of Her Majesty's really thriving colony of SoutH
AvusTrALL, in the proportion of 118,075 to 47,840
bushels of wheat alone. The quantity of other kinds
of grain being alike misquoted, and in much the same
ratio.

This result will scarcely be palatable to the Port
Philipians, or to the editor of the Australasian Record,
and is a sad testimony to the carelessness or maglignity
with which this document has been prepared. It
might seem umnecessary to expose further the animus
of the writer, since what has been already set forth is
amply sufficient to shew the falsehood and absurdity of
his statements. We cannot but notice, however, that the
comparison he has instituted, is rendered more hurtful
by the unblushing assertion, that South Australia is
considerably the older colony. It may not be lmown
to all, and it is for this reason we allude to it, that
Australia Felix or Port Philip was first settled in 1835,
by John Batman and others, although it existed as a
branch of New South Wales as far back as 1832. Bya
census taken in Sept. 1836—two or threc months before
the first body of settlers landed in South Australia, and
eighteen months before they obtained possession of|
their land—the district of Port Philip alone contained
224 inhabitants, exclusive of natives. Previous to that
time there were settlements at Twofold Bay in the
east, and Portland Bay in the west, where fishing sta-
tions had been formed, and extensive herds of cattle
grazed : further comment is unnecessary.

We willingly quit a subject which is anything but
agrecable to us. For the credit of the Australasian
Record, we would fain believe that the article we have
been obliged so emphatically to condemn, was inserted
without the knowledge or consent of the editor, in whose
judgment and impartiality we have been accustomed
to place some confidence, and that having unwittingly
misled his readers to the injury of South Australia, he
will frankly acknowledge his error, and do his utmost
to remove the false impression he may have created.

One word in conclusion to our Port Philip friends.
The interests of that province can never be served by
ungenerous attacks upon other settlements, and it be-
comes them to discountenance all such attempts to
gain for it a temporary popularity. If that colony
is advancing in prosperity, we heartily congratulate it,
and look upon such a circumstance as one of the
surest guarantees for the success of that in which we
are interested. We have never yet uttered a word in
its disparagement, and would rather encourage and
support it. Nevertheless we shall feel bound to meet
and expose any endeavour to injure or malign South
Australia. ‘The old proverb that “he who has glass
windows should never throw stones,” might be recom-
mended to their consideration; reminding them that
while South Australia has suffered, in common with
Port Philip, from commercial embarrassment, it has
not had, like the latter, to lament, the sanctuary of
justice converted into an arena of official dispute
and recrimination, nor to complain—as is donc by a
portion of the settlers in Port Philip, in a‘memorial
to the Licut.-Governor, accompanied by a list of
twenty-five distinct acts of outrage—of “ the great and
increasing want of security to life and property which
exists at present in consequence of the absence of any
protection against the natives.”
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INFORMATION ABOU'T' SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

The communications which we from time to time
receive from various parts, describe in strong terms the
want of information respecting South Australia, which
is felt throughout the Empire. Various suggestions
have been made to us for its supply, and we have much
pleasure in offering our assistunce in carrying out onc
of these philanthropic projects, by offering to circu-
late gratuitously, amongst the reading rooms, and other
places of commercial or literary resort, in the metro-
polis and great towns of the limpire, One Hundred
and Thirty Copies of the Current Number, or an equal
proportion of successive Numbers of the South Aus-
tralian News, for every sovercign subscribed for this
purpose. Should this plan meet with the approbation
of our friends, we shall be happy to acknowledge the
receipt of donations, and to inform the donor of the
way in which his contribution has been applied.

The South Australian Company have rendered most
valuable service to this good cause, by printing for
general circulation, an admirable paper, entitled,
« South Australia—Facts illustrative of its State and
Prospects.” This document will be found to contain
a summary of all the most recent and important statis-
tical jnformation received from the colony; and it is
well observed by the compiler, that «the statistics of
the country are more like those of an old established
colony, than of one founded four or five years ago.”
Much of this compendium has already appeared in our
pages, and we prefer extracting the following general
remarks which appropriately conclude the document:

«The general history of colonization has established
the fact, that each new colony experiences a season of
trial. The colonies both in the western and eastern
world have done so. New South Wales, Van Diemen’s
Land, and Western Australla, have in recent times
furnished examples. South Australia has been the
most recent, but although the lafest, there is too much
reason to fear that she will not be the lasf.  The ordeal
through which she has passed, has been very severe;
and the manner she has stood the trial, has proved the
stability and extent of her resources. :

The pecuniary aid which has been afforded, proceceded
indeed from the Public Exchequer of this country;
but it never ought to be forgotten, that THAT aid was
not afforded till after the most minute inquiry, by a
Committee of the House of Comnions, appointed under
the late administration, the results of whose labours
were published in two copious Reports, and a huge
mass of documentary evidence; of that committee, the
following noblemen and gentlemen were members—
Lords Stanley, Howick, Eliot, and Mahon; Sir George
Grey, Sir William Molesworth ; W. E. Gladstone, Esq.
&c.” The present administration not only approved of
the recommendation of that committee, but procured
the assent of Parliament to granting much more ex-
tensive aid, than the committec had recommended.

In introducing these measures to the House of Com-
mons, the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, said, as reported in the Morning Post of the
6th July last,—

« That justice, policy, and humanity, dictated, that
we should not lightly abandon a colony to which many
persons immigrated on the pledged faith of the govern-
ment here: a colony which already numbered a popu-
lation of 15,000 souls, with a revenue from imports of
£30,000, with exports daily increasing, and which con-
tained in itself such essential elements of prosperity.”

There has been, of late, as already mentioned, rather
a deficiency of employment for labourers in the colony,
but the amount of that deficiency has been greatly ex-
aggerated, and the circumstances of the case greatly
misunderstood. By a reference to the South Austra-
lian Gazette, (the official Government Paper) it appears
that the number of men cmployed on Government
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works, that is, the number of labourers, whom the colo-
nists, in a time of momentary pressure, found they
could dispense with, amounted at the extreme (27th
Qctober, 1841,) to 555 MEN; and by the 5th January,
1842, the latest date to which the accounts on this head
extend, this number has been reduced to 340. And
can this fact be considered in England or Scotland al
the present time, as a proof that the prosperity of South
Australia is gone for ever, and that she ought to be
abandoned ?

Besides, the labour of these men has been most
beneficial to the colony; they have not been cooped up
with or without their wives and children, in workhouses,
and supported as paupers; they have been employed
in forming roads and bridges, repairing the streets of|
Adelaide, and the Government Wharf at the Port, &ec.

The great desideratum now, is the transmission to the
colony of capital,or what would be still better, the emigra-
tion of capitalists; and certainly the present circum-
stances of the colony, both at home and abroad, present
a very favorable opportunity for investing capital there.
The Parliamentary measures already referred to, have
reduced the whole interest payable by the colony, to the
trifling sum of £4,500 per annum; while the patronage
of hoth sides of the House of Commons has been most
decidedly shewn, and confidence in the stability of the
colony inspired, instead of misgivings on this head,
which were in some degree entertained.

Every thing now, in respect to South Australia, is
secure at home, and while the natural resources of the
country have been of late most satisfactorily developed,
the monetary distress which has prevailed in the colony,
has afforded on the one hand most advantageous oppor-
tunities of investing capital in the purchasc of land,
stock, and other property,—while on the other, the
great fall in wages which has taken place, secures the
profitable management of such property. The greatest
hindrance to the success of the scttler’s progress is now
removed,—labour is cheap—provisions, clothing, and
house-rents are cheap—so that a more favorable oppor-
tunity for either larger or smaller capitalists, particu-
larly agriculturists and graziers, and those connected
with the wool trade, cannot be found, than South Aus-
tralia now presents. Nothing can be more explicit in
confirmation of this sentiment, than the language used
by the Right Honorable Lord Stanley, on the occasion
of proposing the Resolutions respecting South Austra-
lia, to the House of Commons, in committee, which
have since become law, and are embodied in the “ Act
for the better Government of South Australia.” His
Lordship is reported in the Z'nes of Gth July, to have
said—

¢ As to the sale of lands, in the prescnt state of the
colony, he did not believe that there was any part of
the Australian dominions which afforded a fairer pros-
pect to persons disposed to emigrate with certain capital,
and to employ that capital in the purchase of land and
agricultural labour; because the effect of the measures
which had been taken, had been to render the supply of
labour superabundant to the amount of capital, and con-
sequently to reduce the rate of wages.”

The Report as given in the Morning Chronicle of that
day, is precisely to the same effect. The opinions en-
tained by his Lordship, are entitled to the highest re-
gard. His attendance on the meetings of the commiittee
of the House of Commons last year, was unremitting ;
his present official situation affords him the best oppor-
tunity of comparing with each other the various colonies
under the British Crown, while his qualifications for
taking an enlightened and comprehensive view of that
subject will be questioned by none. ‘T'he present com-
pendious exposition of ¢ The state and prospects of
South Australia,”—cannot be more appropriately con-
cluded, than by inserting the concluding part of his
Lordship’s speech, on the occasion already referred to,
as given in the Morning Post of the Gth July last:—
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“ He (Lord Stanley) considered that a frank and
full explanation of the real circumstances of the case,
was only due to the legislature and the country; and
had every hope that the assistance now proposed, would
enable the colony to procced in a course, of perhaps slow,
but substantiul and healthful advancement. This re-
sult, he expected, would be furthered by the changes
which he intended to propose in the political constitu-
tution of the colony, and by the regulations respeeting
the sales of public lands, which had already been sanc-
tioned by Parliament. He did hope that these mea-
sures, by enabling the crown to exercise the control
which it ought to possess, would promote the real
advancement of this distant settlement; and while
furthering its prosperity, make it at the same time con-
duce to that of the mother country.”

The Company will, we have no doubt, be happy to
supply this paper to any of our rcaders who may wish
to possess or circulate it, and we need hardly say that
its wide circulation will be the best means of removing
the ignorance and misconeeption to which we have
alluded ; and of promoting the interests of the colonists,
and landed proprietors of South Australia.

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL
SHOW AND DINNER.

The first prize show of the Agricultural and Horli-
cultural Society took place in the school rooms, North-
terrace, opposite Government-house, on Wednesday,
the 16th February, 1842. The cxhibition of produce
was of a most gratifying character, and highly indi-
cative of the productive capabilities of the soil of the
province.

The Judges appointed for the agricultural produce
were, Messis. W. Watson, Geo. Stevenson, Hewitt,
and Dr. Kent; for the horticultural Dr. Everard, and
Mr. Johnson.

After careful examination, the prizes were awarded
as follows :—

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE.

1. For the best two bushels of Wheat.
DuFrriELD, Little Para.

There were eight competitors for this prize, and
the wheats produced were of the finest description.
The sample to which the prize was awarded weighed
661bs per bushel, and in the opinion of all who saw it,
was equal to any thing that had ever heen grown.

2. For the best two bushels of Barley. To Mr. Inp,
on the Torrens. .

The barleys exhibited were very fair specimens; but
we have seen, this scason, various samples much
superior, which were not brought forward at the
meeting. :

An extra prize was awarded to Mr. Goocu, Rich-
mond-hill, for a magnificent sample of skinless barley.
‘This variety scems admirably adapted to the climate;
it malts well and is very productive.

3. For the best two bushels of Oafs. To Mr. T. N.
MiTcHELL, Cattle Company’s Station, Mount Barker
district. Only two samples of oats were shown; but
they were sufficient to prove that the upper districts
will produce the grain in perfection.

4. For the best cwt. of Pofafoes. To Mr. GRANT.
Of this valuable root, we believe more splendid speci-
mens were necver before exhibited. Certainly the
slander that South Australia could not grow the potatoe
at all, which was so widely propagated before the trial
could be made, has since been effectually put down by
the result.

5. For the best Butter. To DMr. Jonxsox, Reed
Beds. Various specimens of fine butter were sent in
from the country dairics, and those particularly from
Mr. Frew’s station, at Mount Crawford (superintended
by.Mr. and Mrs, Rankin), and from the Cattle Com-
pany’s Station, were of so superior & description that

To DMr.







