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Tue spirit and resolution manifested by the
colonists of South Australia, contrasts, favor-
ably for them, with the supineness, not to say
the indifference, which has too much character-
ized the home proprietary. The latter have
been, with few exceptions, irresolute and dis-
ponding ; while the former, notwithstanding
the severity of the trials to which they have
been exposed, have never for one moment lost
their confidence in the ultimate prosperity of
the settlement, or abandoned a zealous perse-
verance in the course best adapted to acce-
lerate and secure it.

The late intclligence from Adelaide affords
a noble proof that the work of production,
the true source of colonial wealth and pros-
perity, is proceeding with redoubled ardour.—
So general is the disposition towards agricul-
tural pursuits, that whereas in 1840, only 2915
acres were under cultivation; it isestimated that
12,000 acres have this year been sown with
Waear alone ; the produce of which, should
Providence bless them with favorable seasons,
will be amply sufficient for the wants of the
settlers, and leave a balance for export.—The
activity engendered by such extended opera-
tions has produced so great an effect on the
labor market, that as we anticipated, the whole
of the superabundant hands at all qualified
for Agricultural labor, and who but a few
months before looked almost entirely to the
Public Works for support, have been absorbed.
The number now dependant on Government
assistance is said to be less than it has been
for the last two years. The increase in the
flocks is of the same encouraging character,
and is computed by the Colonial papers at
130,000 during the present season.

Underthesefavorable circumstances, and with
such a wholesome determination to help them-
selves, the Colonists have a right to look to
Great Britain for encouragement and support.
—«The Colony,” says the Adelaide Chronicle
« is struggling on bravely; it only wants its
friends at home to bestir themselves to supply
that in reasonable measure, without which
exertions here may be fruitless.”—We trust
this call will be responded to, and that the one
thing most needed at present, will be furnished
them, either by the emigration of Capitalists
to the province, or the investment of Capital
there, for which there are most safe and pro-
fitable opportunities. ~'We have reason to
believe that assistance of the former kind, to

no inconsiderable extent, will be shortly ren~
dered, and we feel assured that as information
on the subject becomes more widely spread, a
steady emigration of the employers of labor
will take place, who will gladly exchange the
anxiety, competition, and heavy burdens of the
Mother Country, for the promising and unen-
cumbered fields of Colonial enterprize. The
General Meeting of the SouTili AUSTRALIAN
SocieTy advertized for Wednesday next, will
afford a favorable occasion for discussing the
position of the Coleny, and the measures which
can be adopted to assist its progress. It is to
be hoped that all the friends of South Aus-
tralia will attend that Meeting, and then and
there determine to carry out more vigorously
than ever, objects which their individual as
well as general interests should induce them
to promote.

Since the above was in type, the letters and
pupers by the « Caleb Angas,” have been re-
ceived in Town. Much of the intelligence
brought by this vessel has been anticipated
through other channels; but the following
abstract of South Australian News to the 6th
of May in the Southern Australian of that date
is so confirmatory of the preceding statements,
that we have displaced matter of less moment
to make room for it. -

As might have been expected, from the total cessa-
tion of emigration, and from the almost total want of an
influx of fresh capital, the last six months have been
particularly trying, both to the labouring classes, and to
the mecantile community gencrally.

None of the disasters, however, to which the colonists

have been exposed, in common with the settlers of the
neighbouring colonies, have diminished aught of their
confidence in the great resources of the province, or
have abated any of their industry or energy in endea-
vouring to bring out its capabilities.
On the other hand, the absence of incentives to the
indulgence of a speculative spirit, which, it must be
confessed, had their influence upon many, has led the
colonists now to devote themselves, in real earnest, to
pastoral and agricultural pursuits, and has placed the
ultimate triumph of the colony over its difficulties upon
a surer basis than cver.

As illustrative of the above, it may be mentioned,
that we have not only beef and mutton, and every
variety of garden produce, in great profusion. and at
exceedingly low prices, but that we have now been
principally living upon flour, the produce of the harvest
of 1841, for the last four months, and are yet supposed
to have a supply in the colony, of our own growth, up
to December next, or, in other words, for a further
period of six months.

At a low calculation, from five to six hundred ploughs
are at work, preparing the ground for the ensuing sea-
son, and, taking the average of preceeding years, it may
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tairly be presumed, that, of the land now broken up, at
least from twelve to fourteen thousand acres will this
year be put under a wheat crop.  Supposing this to be
anything near the mark, it is quite clear, that the en-
suing harvest will yield us a supply much beyond our
Jiome consumption, should even emigration again set
in. .

The wool ships of the season have been seven in
number, and, in addition to our oil, and other exporta-
ble produce, have carried home the flecces of upwards
of 220,000 sheep. According to the usual rate of
inercase, however, fifty per cent. may be added to the
above caleulation for the next year's clip, over and
above what is required for ordinary consumption, thus
leaving for the purposes of export, after the next
clipping, the flecces of about 350,000 sheep.  This
source of wealth, of course with good management, will
continue to increase in the same ratio during every
succeeding vear.

The success of the vine culture, during the past sca-
son, has been of the most gratifying description, and
preparations are now being made in all parts of the
country for the planting of vineyards. The thousands
of vine cuttings, imported from the Cape in Nov. last,
are doing exceedingly well ; as a considerable portion of
them are the property of the Government, they will
shortly, we presume, be offered for public sale, pursuant
to the arrangement under which they were introduced.

I'he colonists wre looking homewards with intense
anxicty, anticipating the renewal of emigration, and
looking forward to the arrival of fresh capital, both as
the means of relieving the present pressure, and of en-
abling them to conduct their pastoral and agricultural
operations on a more extensive scale.

At no time was so favorable an opportunity afforded
for the investment of capital, property of every kind, at
the present moment, being in the market, and down to
about one-third of its value.

To persons desirous of investing cither in houses or
in stock, the chances execed anything hitherto known
in this, or in any of the other colonies.

IHOME NEWS.

COLONIAL LANDS AND EMIGRATION.

The following “ NoTiCE FOR THE INFORMATION OF
I’ARTIES DESIROUS OF PURCHASING I,ANDS IN THE
AusTtraLIAN CoLoNIES,” issued by Her Majesty’s Com-
missioners for Colonial Lands and Emigration, ought
to be generally known.  We congratulate the Colonists
of South Australia, that the lands of that province are
again open for purchase on ecqual texms with those of
sister colonics.

The following arc the Regulations now in force under
the provisions of the Australian Land Act, 5 and 6
Vic. ¢. 36, for the disposal of the Waste Lands in the
Colonies of New South Wales, (including the Sydney
and Port Phillip Districts, and any other Districts
that may hercafter be opened) Van Diemen’s Land,
South Australia, Western Australia, and New Zealand.

1.—All Lands will be disposed of by sale alone, and
must have once at least been exposed to public auc-
tion.

92.—The lowest upset price will be not less than £1
per acre ; but the Government will have power to raise
the same by Proclamation, though not again to reduce
it.

3.—The Lands will be distinguished into three dif-
ferent classes; vize—Town Lots, Suburban Lots, and
Country Lots.

4.~—Upon Town and Surburban Lots, as well as
upon a proportion not exceeding one-tenth of the whole
of the Country Lots offered for sale at any auction, the
Governor will have the power of naming a higher than
the general or lowest upset price; the Country Lots
on which such power is exercised to be designated
“ Special Country Lots.”
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5.—Town and Suburban T.ots will in no case be dis-
posed of except by public auction, but Country Lots
which have already been put up to public auction and
not sold, may be disposed of afterwards by private con-
tract at the upset price.

6.—No Lands will be sold by private contract except
for ready money. When sold by public auction, one
tenth at least of the whole purchase-money must be
paid down, and the remainder within one calendar
month, or the deposit will be forfeited.

7.—TLands will be put up for sale in Lots not exceed-
ing one square mile in extent.

8.—As an exception to the general regulations, and
subject to certain restrictions laid down in the Austra-
lian Land Act, the Govemmor will have it in his dis-
cretion to dispose, by private contract, at a price not
less than the lowest upset price for the District, of
blocks eomprising 20,000 acres or more.

9,—Persons will be at liberty to make payments for
Colonial Lands in this country, for which payment or
deposit they will receive an order for credit to the sume
amount in any purchase of Land they may effect in the
Colony, and will have the privilege of naming a propor-
tionate number of Emigrants for a free passage, as
explained in the next article of this Notice. The de-
posit must be made in one or more sums of £100 each
at the Bank of England, to the account of Edward
Barnard, Esq., Agent General for Crown Colonies, No.
5, Cannon Row, Westminster ; and the Depositor must
state at the time the Colony in which the Land is to be
selected, and give notice to Mr. Barnard, and to this
Office, of the deposit. Upon receiving Mr. Barnard’s
certificate that the money has been duly paid in, the
Colonial Luand and Emigration Commissioners will
furnish the Depositor with a certificate, stating the
amount which he has paid, and entitling him to obtain
credit for that sum in any purchase which he may
effect in the Colony, subject to all Rules and Regula-
tions then in force.

10.—For every sum of £I00 deposited as above, the
Depositor will be entitled, for six months from the date
of payment, to name a number of properly qualified
Emigrants, cquual to four adults, for a free passage.
Two children between 1 and 14 are to be reckoned as
equal to one adult. The Emigrants are required to be
chosen from the class of Mechanics and Haundicrafts-
men, Agricultural Labourers, or Domestic Servants,
and must be going out with the intention to work for
wages. They are to be subjcct to the approval of the
Commissioners, and must, in all repects, fall within
their general regulations on the selection of Labourers.
The purchaser and his family cannot receive a free
passage under this privilege.

By order of the Board,
SrepuEN WaLcorT, Scc.

SouTH AUSTRALIAN WHEAT.—A sample of Wheat,
grown by Mr. Duffield, in South Australia, has been
shewn in Mark Lane, and pronounced by a corn-dealer
there, to be equal to any thing now in the London
Market, heavy (weighing 66 Ibs. per bushel) and free
from husk, and at the presentlow price of corn, worth
from 60s. to 65s. per quarter.

Sourn Austratiax Curese.—Through the kind-
ness of the Gentleman who reccived the portion of
South Australian prize cheese, mentioned in our last,
we have been gratified with an opportunity of tasting
a small piece. We can conscientiously add our testi-
mony to the unanimous opinion of our friends, that it
is equal to any of the kinds produced in England, and
superior to many of them; furnishing a most gratifying
proof of the goodness of the pastures in South Aus-
ralia.

Boxnara Crover—Our attention has been called
to this plant by a correspondent who thinks it well
deserving the notice of colonial cultivators as a mcans
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of preparing sandy and barren soils for the reception
of grain crops. ‘The following account was presented
by Mr. W. Taylor, of Regent-street, to the Royal
Agricultural Society of England, at their May meet-
ing:—

A small packet of the sced of the Clover in question,
which appears to be a variety of Melilotus Arborea,
was given me by Mr. Loudon in the spring of 1839.
It vegetated freely, and grew most Iuxuriantly up to
the latter part of September, when it was four feet
high; it was then mown, and the stalkks were manu-
factured into strong and durable hemp. Horses cat
the plant with great avidity in its young state; and to
judge from its extraordinary growth the first year, it
may be fed of three times, namely, the middle of
June, July, and August. It stood the winter of 1839-
40 well, proving itself to be a hardy plant. On the
28th of April, 1840, a small portion of it was cut,
which was then 15 inches high; on the 28th of May
again, height 16 inches ; and subsequently on the 28th
of June, height 17 inches; in August 15 inches, and
in September 12 inches: the first flowers appeared in
June, and by the middle of July it was covered with
its highly fragrant white blossom. A large portion
had been' left for seed, and towards the end of Sep-
tember the crop was harvested, each plant producing
from 10 to 20,000 seeds, the stalks being from 12 to
13 feet in height. From the experiments I have made
with Bokhara Clover, I should calculate that an acre
would produce from 20 to 30 tons of green herbage.
The first year it may be cut in June, July, and August,
cach cutting averaging three to five tons ‘of green
herbage. The second year, in April, May, June, July,
August, and September, cach month producing three
fo five tons of herbage. If intended to be saved for
seed, it must not be cut more than three times—in
April, May, and June. The roots form a sort of
manure; and from two to three tons of hemp. Great
advantage must be derived from its cultivation, as it
forms a valuable green food for all sorts of cattle at an
early period of the season; and if cut when 15 or 20
inches high, an abundant crop would be produced,
yielding hay superior in quality and quantity to the
common herbage plants. To judge from what has
hitherto been seen of the Bokhara Clover, it appears
to be a valuable biennial plant, well adapted for growth
in this country ; nor is it unlikely that it may be found
to thrive on such soils as, by agriculturists, are termed
clover sick; whereby its value would be greatly en-
hanced. Should it, as may reasonably be expected, in
ordinary seasons, on good soils, be ready for cutting in
the carly part of April: farmers who have no grass,
and but a short supply of hay, carrots, or tumips,
would derive essential bencfit from it. The Bokhara
clover being a tall, deep rooted plant, with a strong
stem well clothed with foliage and blossom, it keeps
the ground in a more perfeet state than most other
plants of the artificial grass kind, and consequently
will be more influential in ameliorating and preparing
soils for the reception of wheat crops. It isa plant
capable of being cultivated with success and advantage
on almost all heavy and dry descriptions of land if in
a tolerable state of fertility ; and it may be sown from
March till June. The proportion of seed that is
necessary must vary according to the quality of the
land and the state of preparation to which it has been
brought; on the richer descriptions of soil that are
free from weeds, 8 to 10 lbs. may be sufficient for an
acre; whereas 14 to 15 Ibs. will not be too much for
those that ave of stiff quality, or which possess a less
degree of fertility. As already indicated, the crop
may either be mown for hay, or cut every month as
green herbage, for different sorts of live stock, or serve
for the grazing of cattle and sheep. The separation
of the seed from the capsule does not require so much
labor and expense as the common clovers.
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BEESON’S CHART OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

This is a very beautiful and useful sheet, shewing at
onc view the most important points of information,
geographical and statistical, respecting each colony, and
dependancy of the empire. The great labor and re-
search which must have been expended on its produc-
tion, render it one of the cheapest, as it certainly is one
of the most valuable publications of the day.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The following are cxtracts of a letter from a Ixi_qlzl{,
intelligent and experienced gentleman to My. Francis
Wilson, dated Adelaide, 26th April, 1842,

In continuation of « former Leller (see Vol. 1, page 99).

I had last the pleasure of addressing you on the 8th
December, 1841, and I then expressed a hope that 1
should be able to write you more at length by “the
next vessel ’—various circumstances have prevented
me until now—but T resume my correspondence with
some degree of energy and pleasure.

SEasoN.—The summer just now ended, was the
driest season experienced here since the institution of
the colony—and yet no serious evil has resulted from
the absence of rain; the pastures have not of course
been quite as fresh and verdant as usual, but still in
spite of the drought, they continued to be sufficiently
nutritious for all the purposes of grazing—and the best
proof of this assertion exists in the fact that milk and
fresh butter were exceedingly plentiful throughout the
summer—so plentiful indeed that a considerable quan-
tity of the latter article was exported to the neighbouring
colonies, and much of it also was salted down here,
because the supply was absolutely superabundent : and
when you add to this inductive sort of evidence, the
positive fact that not a single ox or sheep has died in
South Australia for the want of water—you will no
longer entertain a doubt concerning the great advan-
tages we possess in climate and general supply of sui-
face water, as compared with the neighbouring colonies
of Sydney and Van Dicman’s Land—for there the
sheep have been dying by thousands in consequence of
the excessive drought, and the cattle have in many in-
stances been driven 30 or 40 miles for the sake of
wetting their tongues in a muddy pond.

AGRICULTURE.—Seeing how greatly distressed  the
colony is, for want of money, I confess T did entertain
some doleful apprehensions lest the agricultural opera-
tions of the producc should be seriously diminished in
the ensuing season. I thought it would be impossible
for many of our farmers to raise the wherewith to
plough and sow their land again, and wishing to relieve
my mind from this anxiety, or to know the worst at
once, I have taken especial pains to acquire information
on the subject from those who travel much about the
country, and who (from personal observation) are most
competent to form an opinion of the comparative gquan-
tity of land in progress of being cultivated—and T am
now exceedingly glad to assure you that my “ doleful
apprehensions” were groundless, tor all the experienced
men with whom I have conversed on the subject, con-
cur in expressing a positive conviction that the quantity
of land now in progress of being cultivated is CONSIDER-
ABLY GREATER than the extent of last year's tillage—
that the farmers (generally speaking) saved an ample
supply of seed-grain for themselves—and that by some
means or other they po manage uot only to re-cultivate
their old enclosures, but also to fence and break up
additional sections!

The agricultural operations of last season, were (with
one or two exceptions) excecdingly satisfactory to the
farmers.

Towx oF ADELAIDE (as mavked out) is guite large
enough to accommodate a population of Two Hundred
Thousand souls, and it would now be unreasonable to
expect that the town census will amount to more than







