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In the absence of recent intelligence from
South Australia, we are happy to have it in
our power to lay before our readers several
valuable letters from men of experience and
respectability, amply confirming the truth of
the opinions we have so often expressed upon
the solid advantages of a settlement in that
province. That from the Rev. T. Q. Stow,
to a friend in Canada, has, we are aware, ap-
peared in other journals, but ought not on
that account to be excluded from a paper pro-
fessing to record everything having an immedi-
ate bearing upon the interests of the colony.
It will be read with much gratification Dby
those who know the Rev. gentleman, and
those who do not, may be assured that his
high character makes it impossible for him
wilfully to misrepresent facts, while his public
and responsible station gives him an excellent
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the
real truth respecting them. His honesty is
deemed unquestionable even by those who
differ from him on some minor points. His
views respecting New Zealand are doubtless
unsatisfactory to those who warmly support
that colony; but they are evidently the
opinions current in Adelaide, as will be seen
by reference to another of the letters pub-
lished in this number, and to the South Aus-
tralian papers, in one of which appears a com-
munication from a person who had returned
from New Zealand, evidently disappointed at
the result of his visit, warning his fellow colo-
nists against leaving a place ¢ which they
would find it difficult to equal,” * deluded
by the flattering descriptions given of the New
Settlement.” His observations respecting the
importation of stock by sea, are founded upon
the experience of some of the large stock-
brecders. The letter from a German settler
gives a pleasing picture of the reward which
accompanies persevering industry, even under
trying circumstances, in a country where that
industry is unfettered, and where the cultiva-
tion of the land may be entered on without
that serious expense of labour and capital
which is elsewhere required.

Such documents as these will have more
weight with an intelligent enquirer, than any
arguments of ours, and we willingly . leave
them to the attentive consideration of our
readers. .

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY.

A Quarterly General Mceting of the members of
this Society was held at their Office, on Wednesday,
the 19th October last, JAMES Rupperr. Topp, Esq.
in the chair. A feeling of confidence in the improving
condition of the colony pervaded the meeting, which
was well supported by the valuable testimony of many
of thé gentlemen present, and by specimens of South
Australian produce exhibited for their inspection. The
courage and industry of the settlers were highly and
deservedly praised. The following resolutions, to
which we beg to call the attention of our friends
in the colony, as well as at home, were passed unani-
mously :(—

1. That this meeting cannot separate without expres-
sing their admiration at the patient and praiseworthy
conduct of the South Australian colonists during the
period of the severe {rials to which they have been ex-
posed.

2. That the members of this Society have been, and
still are particularly interested in the strenuous efforts
made by the colonists in the cultivation of the soil, and
beg to assure them that no measure can be more con-
ducive to their best interests, or tend more to promote
the character of the colony, and to increase the confi-
dence of the British public in its great capabilities, and
assured prosperity.

3. That this Meeting congratulates the friends of
South Australia in England, on the returning confidence
manifested in the prospects of the colony under its im-
proved circumstances, which must offer an inducement
to gentlemen of energy, intelligence, and capital, to seek
a settlement on its shoves. '

4. That this Meeting would urge upon the attention
of all the friends of South Australia, the importance of
diffusing information upon the position and prospects of
the colony, and urgently requests them to co-operate
with the Society for this purposec.

The Meeting, which was attended by many of the
most influential friends of the colony, separated after
passing a vote of thanks to the Chairman.

INFORMATION ABOUT SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

At the request of some of our friends, we repeat the
offer made in a former number of “ circulating gratuit-
ously amongst the reading rooms, and other places of
commercial or literary resort in the metropolis and great
towns of the Empire, one hundred and thirty copies of
the cwrrent number, or an equal proportion of succes-
sive numbers of the South Australian News, for every
Sovereign subscribed for that purpose.” The import-
ance of this object we have frequently insisted on, and
we would hope the efforts of those of our friends who
are diffusing information on & systematic plan, will be
supported by the subscriptions of. those who canuot
directly assist in carrying it out. In answer to the en-
quiries of many of our readers, we beg to inform them
that the paper entitled, ¢ South Australia, Facts illus-
trative ‘of its state and prospccts," may be procured of
our Publisher, at the trifling charge of one penny each.
Persons in the country enclosing two penny postage
stamps will have it forwarded to them by retuimn of post.
It is probable the same information will be published

shortly in the more convenient, form of 2 pamphlet,
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HOME NEWS.

~ CLIMATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. — A Gentleman
writing to-his correspondent in London, informs him
that DM , a highly respectable and clever
surgeon, is about to return to England, and gives the
following reason for the step:— His determination to
return home is occasioned by the want of sufficient
practice here; the Colony being too healthy 1o require
more than nine tenths of the doctors who are in it.
Several surgeons wish to return to England if possible,
whilst every fresh arrival brings an unhappy accession
to their number.

SoutH AvSTRALIAN Propuck.—Further specimens
of the Mineral and Vegetable productions of the
Colony have lately arrived. Amongst the latter may
be mentioned a firkin of onions, grown near Adelaide,
they are very large and much finer than any grown in
this country, approaching nearer to the Spanish than
any other. Some jars of pickled girkins, preserved
melons, &c., have also been received.

NATIVES OF SoUuTH AUSTRALIA. We have been much
gratified with the sight of two wax medallions of the
busts of two natives (King John and his Wife) mo-
delled by a lady in the Colony which are pronounced
excellent likenesses and are very well executed.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Translated Extracts from a letter written by Herrman
Koch, (a German, who proceeded from Hamburg to
South Australia, per the “ Zebra,” Capt. Hahn, in
1838) addressed to Capt. Hahn at Hamburg, and
dated « Klemzighaf near Adelaide, Nov. 17th, 1841.

After detailing the difficulties with which he had to
contend at the outset—having lost the little property
which he possessed after the end of the first two years
of his sojourn in the Colony, by the failure of trades-
people who stood indebted to him—he goes on to say,
that about new year, 1841, in company with a German
of the name of J. Fiedler, he took the lease of a section
of land, consisting of 134 acres, for 14 years at £100
per annum, purchased a house upon it for £50, and
began diligently to cultivate the property. The great-
est difficulty to them, with their slender means, was to
make a fence round the property, but this was accom-
plished at an expence of £120, exclusive of their own
labour and the use of their own cart and team. Plough-
ing and sowing occupied them three months, during
which time they lost two oxen. Then came the mone-
tary disasters occassioned by the non-payment of|
Governor Gawler's drafts; ¢ but,” says Koch, ¢ that has
been all overcome. Upon our enclosed section of land,
with a house upon it, with so large a portion of the
land ploughed and sown, we did not borrow a pepper-
corn, and I have now 60 acres of land sown, and about
10 acres ploughed which I intended to have sown with
maize ; but as it cost a guinea. a bushel I was obliged
to let it alone. My cormn does not present a brilliant
appearance, for by my running after work, wherewith
to earn sufficient for the most necessary objects, I only
got the sced in late; nevertheless it is full and fine in
ear, and I do not think I over estimate when I calcu-
late upon 250 to 300 bushels of wheat, and 350 to 400
bushels of barley. This will be more than sufficient to
pay any debts, if prices do not fall very low—very high
prices I do not expect. If they (the debts) are defrayed
then I have no fear for myself—so much I can always
earn—and then I have horses, com for seed, draught
oxen, and a fenced-in section in which more than 100
acres lie ready for the plough, and of which 70 acres
have been already under cultivation. Thisis alone worth
£300, for it is only in the second year that the land
vields its full profits. The harvest occasions mo stjll
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some anxiety, as it will be 14 days before I can begin
upon it—those who sowed carly are in full sheaving.
If the merciful Almighty preserve my health and
strength for another year, and enable me to work hard,
every thing will go on swimmingly afterwards. I have
become in one year one of the principal farming
peasants of the Colony, and have done fhat without
money which many persons have nat accomplished by
an outlay of £1000. I must be satisfied therewith,
even if I reflect that I might have done still better. ...”
After giving here a detailed account of most of the
Germans who emigrated from Hamburg in the “Zebra,”
which of them are married and how married, Koch
adds, “ In short every marriageable girl has gone oft
like warm bread from the baker, excepting who
always held her head so high. As already said, we are
doing well. The village of Hahndorf has already 500
head of cattle, besides 8 draught oxen and 8 of the
small horses; plenty of pigs, geese, fowls, &ec. This
is already pretty well. To this the Germans, besides
the section already named, have two other sections in
the vicinity, bought of the Government at the original
price, and several isolated acres purchased of indi-
viduals. Thus they have six sections, of which 500
acres are good land, and upon which 62 families re-
side........It would have given me vast pleasure if
you had come out with the last expedition, and if the
¢ Zebra’ instead of the ¢Skiold’ had appeared here.
In the present state of trade, it is not to be expected
that a vessel will be proceeding hither so soon again
with merchandise direct from Hamburg, and if there-
fore you have not to convey emigrants there will not
be much hope of seeing you here again........”

N.B. Koch talks of a lease of the land for 14 years
at £100 per annum, but from the general tenor of the
letter, it is to be assumed, that he had purchased the
 fee simple of the Land, payable by annual instalments
of £100 per annum for 14 years.

Copy of a Letter from W.M. to 4. M.

Mount Barker, 3rd month 5, 1842.

Dear friend, A. M.,

Thy letter of enquiry dated Sept. 4th, 1841, was re-
ceived by my father about a fortnight ago, the latter
has transferred it to me to answer, and as I think it
most probable the information I may be able to give
will be more likely to be of use the earlier it is sent off,
I have commenced without delay, and intend to put
this sheet in the Adelaide Post Office on the 8th or 9th
of this month, which will be in time for the late wool-
ships direct for England. Thy apologies for the trouble
thou art giving us are, I can assure thee, quite need-
less, it is no trouble to us but a real pleasure to assist
with the results of our experience any person who may
propose to emigrate to our adopted land, much more so
when the enquirer is one whom we number among
our English fiiends. Without further preface I shall
commence answering thy questions, as well as I am
able, in the order they are given. The first,— Do you
think South Australia a desirable Settlement?” cer-
tainly involves a great deal, but I believe I am giving
my father’s opinion when I answer, that with prudence,
energy, and industry, it certainly is, and I think in a
higher degree than any other British Settlement. In
the first place, I set the Australian Colonies incompar-
ably above Canada; the latter appears to me to possess
but one advantage, its being reached by a shorter
voyage. Its capabilities, so far at all events as con-
cerns the individual settler, are below those offered
here. New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land are
becoming so thickly seitled that there is scarcely
room for the present inhabitants, at least not accord-
ing to an Australian stockholder’s ideas. Port Philip
is a grazing district, not I believe a very desirable place
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for en English settler, the land is principally occupied
by the flocks and herds of the large Sydney pro-
prietors. New Zealand is the principal rival of South

Australia; whether the climate is finer is o matter of

taste, it certainly is more like England. The soil I
believe is quite as good as it is here, perhaps there is
a larger proportion of good land, but it wants more
clearing, and there are no cattle or sheep ruus, the
great source of wealth to Australia; and, to say no-
thing of the natives, the New Zealand emigrants are
running headlong on in that career of mad speculation
which has shaken this Colony to its foundations, and
which I think will ruin them. Whenever the crisis
comes, i. e., whenever English capital ceases to flow in,

every one will want to sell, down will go the prices of

every sort of property, just as it has been here, but
they will have nothing to carry them through, there
will not be, as was the case in South Australia, in the
fifth year of its settlement, 250,000 sheep and 17,000
cattle feeding on its plains, for every beast and every
sheep must be conveyed by sea, which makes them
very high in price. Agriculture at present pays very
well here if conducted economically. We are getting
this year 12s. per bushel for clean seed wheat, 10s. for
ditto for grinding; 7s. to 8s. for oats; Ss. for maize ;
potatoes (always dear) £12 per ton, they will probably
get up to £20. Sheep may be bought from 15s. to 20s.
each, good ewes at this price, in fact such is the de-
pression of prices now, owning to the number of persons
who are obliged to sacrifico their property at public
sales, mostly in consequence of their own folly, that a
person coming into the Colony just now would have a
chance of buying much lower. Dairy cows £10 to £12
each; steers for the yoke £10; working oxen £8 to
£12 each. Butter ls. 6d. per lb.; cheese 10d. to ls.
Sheep must be profitable I think to those who pay
proper attention to them, especially if bought in cheap.
A moderate flock may frequently be kept at an agri-
cultural station, but as the latter must be pretty near a
market, and consequently in a pretty thickly settled
district, the sheep are mostly kept at out stations, and
the run about home used for the dairy cows. There is
at present little difficulty in obtaining a sheep or cattle
run. Little dependence can be placed on the accounts
of the profits of sheep keeping, they so entirely depend
on the care of the owner. Some will rear 110 per
cent. of lambs, others 70 only, and some persons will
get half as much more for their wool as others.
Query 2nd,— Is it best to take servants out with you?"
As a general thing I think not, it is seldom they re-
main long with those who have brought them out, and
there are plenty of labourers in the Colony. At the
same time if thou hast a man and his wife who can be
depended upon, and who would be likely to make the
best of things here, and to turn their hands to almost
any work, (particularly the man) it is pleasant to have
an old servant about one, and it might answer to bring
snch. But do not bring a maid-servant, you only bring
a wife for some one here; and if any one is very
ill on the vogage and wants extra attention, she will be
the one. The wages of a good labourer who under-
stands all sorts of farming work are £25 to £30 a year
and rations, i.e., 10 1b. flour, 10 lb. beef, 3 lb. sugar,
41b. tea. Do not bring out land-orders from England,
thou wilt, there is little doubt, find it much more to thy
advantage to purchase or hire land of those who now
hold it than to select fresh sections, in which case land-
orders are of no use. Therefore bring Cash not orders,
unless it is one order to enable thee to bring out a man
and his wife free of expense. Query 3rd,—Is it desir-
able to take out Trade with you?” I answer, by no
means unless you mean to lose 50 per cent. by the
spec. Do not let any one persuade thee to venture
on any article of merchandize whatever, with a view to
make 2 profit by the sale here. Bring Cash, that is
the thing to trade with here. Query 4th,— Is it best
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to take out your own tools and imploments? ” Bring
o good assortment of strong tools, including one or two
screw augers, 1% or 1§ in bore, used for fencing. But
do not bring implements, unless it be a pair or two of
strong cart wheels, with iron arms for wooden axletrees,
they should always be brought; one or two iron barrow
wheels, and perhaps a winnowing machine (not an ex-
perisive one) the latter is not to be bought here. A pit
saw and a cross cut saw, the latter 6 feet long, will not
take much room, and they cost here s. per foot. If
spades are brought, they should be socket spades, very
strong, and three pronged forks of the strongest. Furni-
uare is rather an expensive article to convey so far on
account of its bulk, I should not advise you to encum-
ber yourselves with much. Whatever is brought
should be of solid wood, mahogany, walnut, or deal,
not veneered, as the veneering warps and splits off,
both on the voyage and sometimes here. They sell in
London a table with two leaves and ¥ doz. chairs made
to fold up and pack under the table, which is a con-
venient way of bringing such things, but all sorts of
furniture are to be obtained here, though I do not know
much about the price. Query 5th,—With regard to
dress. Strong clothes of a thin texture are certainly
best for summer, but in winter warm clothing is requi-
site. My mother would strongly recommend that a
good supply of warm clothes for wet and cold weather
should form part of the equipment, as well as a good
supply of blankets and bedding for cold nights.
She would advise too, that all the carpetting you may
have, new and old, should come, it is very useful. A
well packed crate of orockery too is absolutely neces-
sary, with large-brown warc pans, it need not be an
expensive sort; but let the teacups be of the largest
dimensions, or you will have, as we do, to drink tea
out of basins. It should be very well packed.
Earthenware is mostly a very extravagant article to
purchase in the Colonies owing to the loss by breakage
on the voyage out. Query 6th,—“Is it the best way
to take out a House?” No, indeed, it is the very
worst way. Houses of brick, stone, or wood, may be
built here as easily as in England, and well adapted to
the Colony—whereas the trumpery deal houses that
are made in London cost a great deal when made, &
great deal in the docks, &c., a very great deal for
freight, and a very great deal for landing charges and
carriage here, and then nobody thinks them worth
putting up. Even 2§ years ago when we landed here,
the only thing we could do with a large wooden house
we brought with us was to sell it to the builders as
sawn timber—fortunately for us at that time labour
was high and consequently sawn wood was very dear,
and we lost but little by it. Such however would by
no means be the case now, a house would not be worth
half its first cost. Dairy utensils, at least in the small
way, might be brought, block tin or zinc milk-pans,
milk-pails, and churn. But I should make it my
object if I were coming out here again, to curtail the
list of packages to bring with me, as much as I could,
the numerous incidental expenses that must be in-
curred before the goods are deposited under one’s own
roof in Australia, add very much to the prime cost of
the different articles, and they give a great deal of
trouble. My father wishes me to say, as connected
with what I have already written regarding this Colony,
as o, comfortable settlement for a young man situated
as thou hast described thyself, that he defines a com-
fortable settlement to mean and include all the real
nocessaries and comforts of life, with the steady but
gradual increase of property, and the prospect of a
competency eventually, but he has no notion that there
is more oppertunity of making a fortune here, in the
common acceptation of the term, accumulating great
wealth, than there is in England. Ninety-nine out of
every hundred who come to these Colonies with ﬂ}is
view are disappointed in the end, and generally dis-







