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We avail ourselves of the favorable oppor-
tunity which the commencement of a new
year presents, to impress on the minds of the
janded proprietary of South Australia resident
in Great Britain, and on all those in any way
interested in its success, the importance and
necessity of a more general union and co-
operation amongst themselves. Not only
do their own more immediate interests suffer
for want of this bond, which would render
them powerful and respected, but those of
the Colonists, whose representatives they
ought to be, and who complain, and we fear
justly, of their neglect and indifference as a
body. Such a complaint should not be
allowed to exist, or it will produce distrust
and alienation. Already they are inclined
to speak of absentee-proprietorship as an evil,
and to consider a tax upon unoccupied and
unimproved lands as a desirable measure.
The objects which could be effected by an
association of sufficient magnitude are nu-
merous and important. We can only hint
at one or two of the chief of them. Amongst
these is the collection and diffusion of infor-
mation, not only such as would put the
colony in its true position before those unac-
quainted with its capabilities and advantages,
but such as would instruct the landholder
how to render his property productive by the
judicious application of his own capital, or
attractive to others who could more readily
and successfully devote their means to its
cultivation and improvement. The absence
of accurate knowledge of the value of land
and other property in South Australia, of the
best way of turning it to account, of the
most suitable parties to be employed as
agents, &c. &c., is evident from the fact—not
generally known perhaps—that many very
desirable sections in the neighbourhood of
Adelaide and acres in the Town itself are to
this day unoccupied, solely because no steps
have been taken by the owners to enable
gettlers to purchase or lease them, which
they would gladly do. Again—no great
inducement exists to purchase the waste
lands of the Colony, and considering the
large portion already appropriated, it be-
comes of moment, that the latter should be
settled as speedily as possible. This object
‘would be much promoted by the establishment
of a central office, under the direction of a com-

mittee appointed by the general body, where
the intending emigrant might find a register
of lands, with such particulars concerning
their situation, peculiar advantages, and the
conditions of sale or lease, as would afford
him an opportunity of selecting on the spot,
what would best suit his purposes and his
means. Another great end of the Association,
would be the discussion of questions having an
important bearing on the welfare of the Co-
lony, and on which a united expression of
opinion would be effective and beneficial.
Occasions of this sort frequently arose during
the Parliamentary proceedings respecting South
Australia, and many of the matters now occu-
pying the attention of the colonists, demand
and deserve that of their friends at home. A
glance at the recent intelligence will convince
of this. The objects we have hinted at, and
others scarcely less important, cannot be ac-
complished without combined effort. The
South Australian Society, established with this
very intent, has long langnished for lack of
general support, and its action has been feeble
compared with the work to be done. The
present is, however, a fitting season for a fresh
attempt to infuse vigour into its councils and
operations, and we earnestly call upon all par-
ties concerned, and who, having the smallest
stake in the colony, is not concerned, to make
the trifling sacrifice of time and money required
for the purpose. The clouds which have long
overshadowed the liorizon, are now gradually
dispersing, and a brighter promise of future
prosperity is unfolded. The extensive opera-
tions which have tended to give an undue pro-
minence to a sister Colony, being no longer
necessary or possible, South Australia, will
doubtless resume the place it has undeservedly
lost in public opinion, and soon will it recover
its position if the indomitable energy of its
settlers, be only equalled by the perseverance
and spirit of its home proprietary.

Re-action N SouTH AusTRALIA.— We have
much pleasure in quoting the high authority of
the Editor of the Colonial (Gazette on this in-
teresting topic. He says ‘“as we were most
strenuous in warning South Australia of the
particular danger which it incurred, so we are
pleased to report that in no Colony is the
favourable re-action more decided, and that is
mainly because in no Colony has the diligent
cultivation of natural resources been so great.
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With its five hundred ploughs at work, South Australia
is steadily winning for itself substantial weualth and a
new name, which will vindicate the intelligence and
encrgy of its earlier settlers.” ’

ProGRESs OF DISCOVERY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—
Our readers will learn with much gratification that a
very extensive tract of fine agricultural land, beautifully
timbered and watered, has been discovered within the
limits of the colony. It lies to the South of Mr. Bour-
ney’s track, extending from the Glenelg to Rivoli Bay.
We trust soon to have a further account of this dis-
covery, which will, we trust, from its neighbourhood to
the province of Port Phillip, lead to increased inter-
course, advantageous to both colonies. Mr. Whyte of]
the Portland Bay district, was said to be about to estab-
lish stations in the new territory. We have noticed in
several papers, an announcement, that the new district
was within the territory of New South Wales, o mistake
arising probably from a verbal error in the Southern
Australian’s account of the discovery, which we give
below, in which it is represented as extending  East-
ward,” from the Glenelg to Rivoli Bay instead of
“ Westward.”

¢ It is with unfeigned pleasure we have to announce
the discovery of a splendid tract of country, within
the boundaries of the province, ninety miles in length,
by thirty miles across, stretching along the western
bank of the Glenelg, and extending westward to Rivoli
Bay, the whole admirably adapted for purposes of|
grazing or agriculture. Mount Gambier and Mount
Schank, which are both situated in this neighbourhood
are found to Dbe extinct volcanoes, Mount Schank
having five craters, each of which are filled with pure
tresh water, and are about three-quarters of a mile in
diameter, with perpendicular cliffs, at the height of
about two hundred feet from the water's edge. About
ten miles from Mount Schank, there is a good harbour,
which the discoverer says, “must eventually be the
shipping place for exports of Australin Felix.” The
whole of this splendid tract of country is said to re-
semble a “nobleman’s park on a large scale,” and is
well watered. TFrom the description which is given of
it, it cannot contain less than two millions of acres of
available land, or in other words, nearly as much as
has hitherto been discovered in the province. Alveady
parties from Port Phillip are thinking of establishing
themselves in this new territory, and a further explora-
tion of it, we presume, will be immediately ordered.”—
Southern Australian, Aug. 12th.

SOouTH AUSTRALIA IN 1842.—We beg to call the at-
tention of our readers to a pamphlet under the above
title, advertized on our last page. It will, we under
stand, contain a very full and faithful account of the
colony, and be embellished with views of Adelaide and
Mr. Hack's Farm, and with portraits of the two na-
tives—King John and his wife. The friends of South
Australia should encourage this fresh effort to make its
advantages known—a matter of immense consequence to
them—Dby giving their early orders for this publication,the
cost of which will, we believe, be but trifling.

Mar oF ADELAIDE.—This beautiful Map is now in
the press, and will be published immediately. It is
printed on 4 sheets of large paper, and shows the rela-
tive position, and extent of every building in the Town;
Views of the Government House and Offices, Bank,
Trinity Church, and Mr. Stow’s (Independent) Chapel,
illustrate this fine specimen of Lithography.

New ZEALAND CoronNizariox.—We have received
a copy of this pamphlet, and although it refers more
especially to the Colony of New Zealand, the views pro-
pounded by Mr. Jennings respecting the machinery of
colonization, are novel and striking, and so worthy the
consideration of the supporters of other colonies, that
we propose noticing it in a future number.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Extract from a Letter, dated Adelaide—August 3rd,
1842,—addressed to the late Lord Mayor of London,

“We have been used to look to our friends and
supporters in England for assistance hitherto, but are
now determined to trust more to our own resources and
exertions, and this I think speaks well for the Colony.
If it please God to grant us a favourable season, we
anticipate the next harvest raising nearly 300,000
bushels of wheat, which is about double the quantity
that is required for our own consumption—estimating
the population at 15,000—this of itself will go a good
way to set us on our legs again.

Within the last week or two there has been a fine
tract of country discovered between this and Port
Philip, but in the boundaries of South Australia, and
estimated at nearly two million acres. This, again, we
trust will do something towards opening the eyes of -
those at home to the real capabilities of our beautiful
province.

I beg to enclose to Mrs. P., with my best remem-
brances, two specimens of writing by the native
children, which I have no doubt will interest her.

Extracts from a letter by a Settler in Adelaide to his
friends in England dated August 10th, 1842.

I hope at some future Christmas I shall have the
pleasure of entertaining you here, for I can assure you
now, I like this place better than England, and do not
intend to return to work harder for one-quarter the re-
muneration. I am happy to say I am going on, as the
Yankees say, “a-head,” and hope by another 9 months
I shall be on an eighty acre farm of my own. Ifa
person can once get on his feet, there is no fear of his
getting a comfortable living, and a good bit more. It
takes some time for a person who leaves a comfortable
English home, to get reconciled to a new settled colony,
but at the present time there is not a hundredth part of
the inconveniences, difficulties, and shifts, that we were
forced to put up with when I came here; now you
would hardly know you were out of England. I have be-
fore mentioned that fresh arrivals were subject to illness,

but at the present time we hardly hear of illness when

a ship arrives; this is owing to many causes—one of
the principal is that vessels, since the Commisioners
emigration ceased, are not so crowded, and consequently
are more healthy—then the persons who now come out
are generally from the middle and upper classes, who
are cleanly in their habits, and more careful of their
health ; medical men understand their complaints bet-
ter. Vegetables are now in great plenty and very rea-
sonable, plenty of milk, butter, &c., all of which tend to
prevent illness. Breud is now much better than it used
to be, when I came, you never could get a sweet loaf—
always sour, being made of what is called Sydney bread
stuff and barrel flour ; now owing to better flour being in
the market they cunnot dispose of the stuffat any price.
I have got the whole of my seven acres under cultiva-
tion this year, six acres of wheat, and one of potatoes.
We have a beautiful season this year for wheat, quite
expect to get 25 or 30 bushels per acre, which will fetch
about 7s. or 8s. a bushel if clean. I have nearly 100
vines, and a good many cuttings, so you sce I intend to
make wine bye and bye. If you should find business
not answer in England, there is a better opportunity of
getting on here. It is true we are pressed at the pre-
sent time, money is very scarce, but nothing in com-
parison with what it is with you, here, you do not hear
of people starving, though many are out of employ, and
are receiving rations from Government. It is quite ex-
pected there will not be hands to get all the corn in at
harvest, so you sec brighter prospects are before us.
Flour is now 3%d. per lb., 24s. per 100 Ibs. ; Bread 5d.
the quartern loaf; Sugar 4d. to 6d. ; Beef 5d.; Mutton
44. to 44d.; Pork 6d. to 7d.; Fresh Butter 1s. to 1s. 2d.,
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Potatoes 14d. per 1b., 10s, per ewt.; Eggs 1d. to 13d.
cach ; Vegetables very cheap ; Washing 2s. 6d. a doz.,
with mending 3s.; so you see living is cheaper here
than in England.

Extract of a Letter to a Merchant in London:—

Adelaide, 112k June, 1842.
Trade is still in a very depressed state, from the mere
want of an exchangeable medium, butT think it must
take a turn soon. The Plough is exceedingly active,
and we have a large addition to our flocks, by one from
Port Philip, and one or two large flocks and herds are
upon the road overland from New South Wales. The
Tisheries have commenced operations with great suc-
cess; four Fish have been already taken at one station
at Encounter Bay, and a Vessel is just come in laden
with Oil from the Hog Bay Fishery. It is expected
that our Export of Wooal, Oil, &c. will be considerably
augmented this season; and it is also expected that we
shall be able to export Grain and Flour to New Zea-
land, Sydney, or some of the other Colonies, if the
Crops yicld in the same proportion with the last years.
It is calculated that three acres at least are under grain

this season to one of last.

THE LIGHT SURVEYS.

Tue Association formed in 1838-9, for the purpose
of selecting and purchasing suitable sites for secondary
Townships in South Australia, have lately published a
map of their special surveys on the Light, with a plan
of the Town, which is named Victoria. The Valley of
the Light appears from all accounts to be a beautiful
tract of country, comprising several thousand acres of
land of the best quality, and sufficiently well watered,
adapted either for pastoral or agricultural operations.
Tts distance from Adelaide appears to be the chief bar-
rier to its rapid occupation, but as the association has
still a considerable balance in hand, this will, we pre-
sunmie, be used in making the spot attractive to settlers;
and might probably be well employed in offering in-
ducements to suitable families to go from England and
locate themselves there. To such, the opportunity of
having good land, at a very low rate for the first few
years, with some facilities afforded them in getting out
and settling in the colony, would be a great encourage-
ment to emigrate. We shall notice this subject more
at large on another occasion. Through the kindness of
W. G. Gover, Esq. we are enabled to present our
readers with the following very interesting report of a
visit paid to this locality by his agents, Messrs. L. and
F. Piesse ; the opinions of these gentlemen differ from
those of the agent who selected the property, on one or
two minor points; the latter, however, had doubtless
very good reasons for making the arrangements he has
done.

ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
March, 9, 1842.

Dear Sir,—We have now the honour to report the
following on your sections on the River Light. Your
instructions require us to enter more into detail, than
we otherwise should, but they are so positive that we
would rather err in being too prolix, than in not being
sufficiently minute. Our observations will be first gen-
eral, and then local and particular.

The two Special Surveys are contiguous in the “Val-
ley of the Light,” or asit is expressed on the charts in the
T,and Office the “ River Light,” and were taken for the
Secondary Towns Association by Mr. John Morphett.

The usual route from Adelaide is by way of the
Little Para, Gawler Town, (on the South Para,) the
North Para, Leek’s Head Station, Leek’s Upper Sta-
tion, and Bagot’s Creek, thence to the Township of Vic-
toria. 'The Township is by this route about 54 miles
from Adelaide; or allowing for turnings and windings
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58 miles, and the road is in general gnod throughout,
and is the best and casiest natural road in the Colony.
The road to Gawler Town is over a vast plain; the
only difficult places being the Forest near North Ade-
laide, and the crossing places of .the Little Para, and
the South Para. The Government has commenced
grubbing up the stumps of trees, and removing the
dead timber on the line of road in the former, and
throwing bridges over the latter. The greater part of
the road after passing Gawler Town is by the ¢ over-
land route,” that is, the track made by the overland
parties from Sydney, after leaving the -Murray. A
shorter route to the scctions to the Northward and
Westward of the Township, could be made by starting
from the North Para across the couniry, crossing the
Light in its Western course to the Gulf, and again
making the Valley of the Light about Allan’s Creek.
This route is more hilly than the former, and leaves
the Township on the East, thereby saving the distance
made by the turn of the River, as it turms to the Town-
ship. As the District is so little known or settled on
at present there is no track made as yet, but it will
doubtless be made when the country is more seitled on.
There are no mountain ranges to be crossed, the Light
range need not be crossed, being so open, you wind
between it, and without the slightest impediment find
yourself on Waterloo Plains. ‘The River takes its riso
from the Northward—its sources are not, to the best of
our information, at present known, but we have no
doubt it is formed by the junction of several small
crecks—it enters the Valley where the Surveys are
chosen, and continues a Southerly course for about 17
miles ; it then runs East—or for parties who are par-
ticular to a point, E. S. E.—about scven miles and a
half. This carries it to the boundary of the Surveys;
it afterwards continues an Easterly course for a few
miles further, then runs South again, and then takes
a Westerly course to the Gulf St. Vincent. Sections
are laid off on the River for about 23 miles, and it has
been traversed down about 35 miles further by order of
the Surveyor General, and it is accurately laid down
in the charts in the Land Office for nearly sixty miles.
We do not know what the River is at its mouth, but we
may easily imagine what it is by what we have seen of
other rivers, and we may be sure it is nothing worth
boasting of,, or it would have been better known than it
is. Perhaps, however, Mr. J. Morphett has furnished
the Directors of the S. T. A. with information on this
head, we only speak of the river for about fifty miles of
its course, whichis all we have seen of it. The greater
part of the bed of the river is dry and grassy during
the summer months, the water standing in pools; and
at no time, except in very rainy weather, is it a con-
tinuous stream. The banks are not steep, and the
grass growing in the bed shows that it is not subject at
any time to a great rush of water, if it was, there would
be a greater abrasion of its banks. The deposit, how-
ever, on its banks show that it is sometimes considera-
bly swollen, which is probably caused by this part of
the country being so flat and level. At this time of the
year (early in Maich) not more than a sixth part of the
river has any water in it; in some places the bed is
perfectly dry for half a mile or even a mile ; in other
parts the pools are pretty contiguous. The banks of
this river differ from most others in being perfectly free
from timber of any description. Most of the streams
in the Province are thickly timbered, and can be traced
by the eye in the course by the trees, here their ab-
sonce amounts to a peculiarity. After the river passes
the Surveys it becomes slightly breakish, and continues
so more or less as far as we have traced it, the pools
are rather larger, the banks steeper, and the country in
different places hilly, and the water consequently more
difficult of access.

That part of the Survey
to scctions 1194 and 1195 is commo

s from the North Boundary,
nly called the







